3216 West Main Street
P.O. Box 550
Claremont, NC 28610
828-459-2161
Office hours:
Mon - Thu, 8:30 - 4pm
Fri, 8:30 - 12:30pm

St. Mark’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church

www.smarklc.org
St. Mark’s Lutheran
Church…Claremont, NC
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INTRODUCTION

Today’s gospel opens
with further reflection
on Jesus’ baptism. He is
the Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of
the world, and the one
anointed by the Spirit.
In the liturgy we come
and see Christ revealed
among us in word and
meal. We go forth to
invite others to come
and worship the Holy
One, and to receive the
gifts of grace and peace
made known among us.

CONTEMPORARY SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

ST. MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

2nd Sunday after Epiphany

8:15 a.m.

*Please stand if able

January 15, 2017
P: Pastor; A: Assisting Minister; C: Congregation

GATHERING
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC

“Glorify Thy Name”

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
*GATHERING SONG

Insert
Rev. Gary Haddock

“Come, Now is the Time to Worship”

Insert

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who stretches out the heavens, who sends light to the nations, who gives
breath to us all. Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
P: Loving God,
C: we confess that we have turned from you to follow our own ways.
Forgive us for the times we have spoken or acted too quickly.
Forgive us for the times when we have not spoken or acted at all.
Turn us around to follow you in the way you want us to go. Amen.
P: Hear God say to you now: Your sins are forgiven, for the sake of ☩ Jesus Christ our Savior. C: Amen.
*THE PEACE

P: The peace of the Lord be with you, C: And also with you.

*APOSTOLIC GREETING
P: From the one who is and who was and who is to come; from Jesus Christ, the first fruits of the resurrection, grace
and peace be with you all. C: And also with you.
*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit hold us forever, that through your grace we may worship
you and faithfully serve you, follow you and joyfully find you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C: Amen.
WORD
CHILDREN’S SERMON
*THE ACCLAMATION
*THE GOSPEL READING

Rev. Gary Haddock
P: The Holy Gospel, according to John. C: Glory to you, O Lord.
P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

THE SERMON
*SONG OF THE DAY

John 1:29-42

Rev. Gary Haddock
“Rain On Me”

Insert

*APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*INTERCESSORY PRAYER

A: Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

Tim Carpenter

MEAL
THE OFFERING
THE OFFERING SONG
“I Give You My Heart”
Insert
*PRESENTATION OF GIFTS and OFFERTORY
“Communion”
This is the body. This is the blood. Broken and poured out. For all of us. (and)
In this communion we share in His love. This is the body. This is the blood.
*OFFERTORY PRAYER
Tim Carpenter
A: Merciful God, receive the gifts we bring, our selves, our time, and our possessions. Through this meal unite us as
your body, shining with the light of your justice and mercy; for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our
Lord. C: Amen.
HOLY COMMUNION INVITATION Christ invites all who are baptized to the Sacrament of Holy Communion. We welcome
all who commune in their congregations to the Lord’s Table. Communion is served by Intinction. You will be given a
wafer, which you then dip into the chalice of wine. If unable to come forward, please stand where you are, and you will
be served there. Children who are baptized are welcome to commune.
*THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER V
P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, … C: Amen.
*THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, teach us to pray . . .
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give
us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
The congregation sits. The following is sung:
“Worthy Is the Lamb”
Worthy is the Lamb seated on the throne. Crown You now with many crowns. You reign victorious.
High and lifted up. Jesus Son of God. The darling of heaven crucified. Worthy is the Lamb (repeat 3X).
DISTRIBUTION The congregation communes.
DISTRIBUTION SONG
Piano Solo, Ethan Campbell
*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
After all have returned to their places, the congregation stands and the presiding minister says these words:
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. C: Amen.
*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Tim Carpenter
A: O Morning Star, fair and bright, you have refreshed us again with heavenly food. You are our dearest treasure.
Go with us now—today, tomorrow, every day—that we tell the story of your never-ending love and sing your praise
both now and forever. C: Amen.
*BLESSING P: The God of glory dwell in you richly, name you beloved, and shine brightly on your path; and the blessing of
almighty God, the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. C: Amen.
INSTALLATION OF CONGREGATION COUNCIL AND INSTALLATION OF ALTAR GUILD
*SENDING SONG
“Soon and Very Soon”
Insert
DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. C: Thanks be to God.
+++
Flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and in memory of Linda Sigmon by sisters, Dixie, Celia, Jane, Elaine.
+++
LITURGY -THE WORK OF THE PEOPLE
Presiding Pastor: Rev. Gary Haddock
Assisting Minister: Tim Carpenter
Communion Assistants: Dale Sherrill, Edie Connor
Acolyte: Julia Sigmon
Praise Team Leader: Myra Long
Deacons: Aaron Carpenter, Scott Ramsey
Vocalists: Emma Blossom, Tim Carpenter, Tamarah Hefner, Allyson Sestric, Melanie Sigmon
Instrumentalists: Ethan Campbell: Piano; Myra Long: Keyboard; Allyson Sestric: Violin & Guitar;
Aaron Carpenter: Drums; Mark Mashburn: Bass Guitar;
Sound Technicians: Randy Sherrill, Carol Schaefer, Terry Hefner
Tabulators: Mike Evans, Donna Evans, Cathy Sigmon, Nicky Setzer
Altar Guild: Edie Connor, Camille Patrick, Gigi Sigmon, Debbie Watson

ISAIAH 49:1-7
Listen to me, O coastlands, pay attention, you people from far away! The Lord called me before I was born, while I was in my
mother’s womb he named me. He made my mouth like a sharp sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me a
polished arrow, in his quiver he hid me away. And he said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.”
But I said, “I have labored in vain, I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my cause is with the Lord, and
my reward with my God.”
And now the Lord says, who formed me in the womb to be his servant to bring Jacob back to him, and that Israel might be
gathered to him, for I am honored in the sight of the Lord, and my God has become my strength—he says, “It is too light a
thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel; I will give you as a
light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” Thus, says the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel and
his Holy One, to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, the slave of rulers, “Kings shall see and stand up, princes,
and they shall prostrate themselves, because of the Lord, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”
PSALM 40:1-11
I waited patiently upon the Lord, who stooped to me and heard my cry. The Lord lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the
miry clay, and set my feet upon a high cliff, making my footing sure. The Lord put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise
to our God; many shall see, and stand in awe, and put their trust in the Lord. Happy are they who trust in the Lord! They do
not turn to enemies or to those who follow lies. Great are the wonders you have done, O Lord my God! In your plans for us,
none can be compared with you! Oh, that I could make them known and tell them! But they are more than I can count.
Sacrifice and offering you do not desire; you have opened my ears: burnt-offering and sin-offering you have not required.
And so, I said, “Here I am; I come. In the scroll of the book it is written of me: ‘I love to do your will, O my God; your law is
deep within me.’” I proclaimed righteousness in the great assembly; I have not restrained my lips, O Lord, you know. I have
not hidden your righteousness in my heart; I have spoken of your faithfulness and your deliverance; I have not concealed
your steadfast love and truth from the great assembly. You are the Lord; do not withhold your compassion from me; may
your steadfast love and your truth continually keep me safe.
1 CORINTHIANS 1:1-9
Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes: To the church of God that is in
Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, together with all those who in every place call on the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.
I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way
you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind—just as the testimony of Christ has been
strengthened among you—so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus
Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is
faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
JOHN 1:29-42
[John the Baptist] saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the
world! This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ I myself did not
know him; but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” And John testified, “I saw
the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me
to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy
Spirit.’ And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.”
The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here
is the Lamb of God!” The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. When Jesus turned, and saw them
following, he said to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where
are you staying?” He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him
that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew,
Simon Peter’s brother. He first found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated
Anointed). He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called
Cephas” (which is translated Peter).

