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SEPTEMBER 27, 2020 AT 9:00 A.M. 

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

STEWARDS OF GOD’S GRACE 

STEWARDS: BLESSED AND CALLED 

INTRODUCTION 
 

This year’s stewardship emphasis 

will explore our call to be faithful 

stewards of God’s abundant 

grace.  Martin Luther, echoing 

what Scripture reveals, rightly 

characterized us all as “beggars" 

who come to God empty-

handed.  However, the testimony 

of Word, Sacrament, and 

proclamation reveal that it is 

God who comes to us to give and 

fill our lives with more than we 

can imagine or deserve.  Given 

God’s abundance of grace, this 

series will take up two important 

questions.  How is it that we 

become and understand 

ourselves to be stewards of God’s 

grace?  What are the priorities 

and practices that faithful 

stewards of God’s grace are 

called and empowered to take up 

and enact?    

 

OUR MISSION:  

TO PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL 

TO MAKE DISCIPLES  

 TO EMBODY GOD’S LOVE 

TUNE YOUR FM RADIO TO 101.5 



 

 ST. MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST       9:00 AM                                                          SEPTEMBER 27, 2020 
 

GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE                                                                                                                                   Emily Schuttenberg/Steven Clarke  
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                       Rev. Heather Langan  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                                                                                                                                ELW  p. 117 

      P:    In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen 

              God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you  
alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow      
into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C:Amen  

      P:    Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  Most merciful God, 
      C:    we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought,  

word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

      P:    In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our  
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to 

you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. C: Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN                                             “Let All Things Now Living ”                                        (printed)    ELW #881 
 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 
  P:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
  C:    And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
      God our Creator, you called forth all that is bringing forth light out of darkness.  Jesus our Savior, you are the   

 light of the world, bringing us forgiveness and salvation. Holy Spirit, our Advocate, you set us ablaze for the  
 gospel, igniting us with love for God and our neighbor. Holy Trinity shine the light of your grace in our hearts,  
 that we might love and serve you and our neighbor as your faithful stewards, through Jesus Christ, our Savior  
 and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C: Amen  

 

WORD 
 

LESSONS                                                            Genesis1:26-2:1; Ephesians 5:15-20  
 

SPECIAL MUSIC                                                                                                                        Emily Schuttenberg/Steven Clarke  
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON                                                                                                                                        Rev. Gary Haddock 
 

CHILDREN’S MILK PAIL OFFERING 
 

 HYMN                                                             God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage”                                                     ELW #509 
God's Word is our great heritage and shall be ours forever; to spread its light from age to age shall be our chief 
endeavor. Through life it guides our way; in death it is our stay. Lord, grant while time shall last your church may 
hold it fast throughout all generations. 

                                                                                                         
 

GOSPEL READING      P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. C: Glory to you, O Lord      Matthew 25:14-30  
     P: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
  

SERMON                    Rev. Gary Haddock  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                            “We Give Thee but Thine Own ”                                (printed)     ELW #686 



 

  APOSTLES’ CREED                                                                                                                                                              ELW p. 127  
     I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son,  
     our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  
    crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into  
     heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe  
     in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of  
     the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER                           A: Lord in your mercy C: hear our prayer.                               Rev. Heather Langan  

 

MEAL 
 

THE OFFERING / OFFERTORY                                                                                                 Emily Schuttenberg/Steven Clarke  
 

OFFERING PRESENTATION/RESPONSE         “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”                                                           ELW #182 
 Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. Gather a harvest from the seeds that 

were sown, that we may be fed with the bread of life. Gather the hopes and the dreams of all; unite them with 
the prayers we offer now. Grace our table with your presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
      A:    Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. 
               Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables 

in the midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C: Amen. 
 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER V 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.... In the night……. do this for the 
remembrance of me. Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in 
glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all glory and honor, now 
and forever. Amen.  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  P: Lord, teach us to pray . . .  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in   
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

       P:    The body and the blood of Christ gave and shed for you. 
 

AGNUS DEI (LAMB OF GOD) 
       Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of  

the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world grant us peace. 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
       P:    The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. C: Amen. 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
       A:   We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare, the body and  
              blood of Christ. Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, into your beloved vineyard to wipe away the   
              tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit,  

              now and forever.. C: Amen. 
SENDING 

BLESSING                                        

        P:   God, the Creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, the Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, bless you and   

              keep you now and forever.  C: Amen 

SENDING HYMN                                                       “How Great Thou Art ”                    (Printed)      ELW #856 
 

DISMISSAL                                   P: Go in Peace, Christ is with you. C: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE                                                                                                                                                             Emily Schuttenberg  



 

  Genesis 1:26-2:1 

Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have domin-

ion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals 

of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’ 

So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created 

them. God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; 

and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that 

moves upon the earth.’ God said, ‘See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all 

the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of the 

earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the 

breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.’ And it was so. God saw everything that he had made, 

and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. Thus the heav-

ens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. 

Ephesians 5:15-20 

Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, making the most of the time, because the 

days are evil. So do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. Do not get drunk with wine, 

for that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, as you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among 

yourselves, singing and making melody to the Lord in your hearts, giving thanks to God the Father at all 

times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Matthew 25:14-30 

‘For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; to one 

he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went 

away. The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five 

more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. But the one who 

had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long 

time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the one who had received the 

five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, “Master, you handed over to me five talents; 

see, I have made five more talents.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you 

have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your 

master.” And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, “Master, you handed over to me two 

talents; see, I have made two more talents.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy 

slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy 

of your master.” Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, “Master, I knew 

that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter 

seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.” But his 

master replied, “You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather 

where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I 

would have received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the one 

with the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but 

from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw 

him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 


