
 

 

St. Mark’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 

 

SEPTEMBER 13TH, 2020 AT 9:00 A.M. 

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

THE HEART OF DISCIPLESHIP 

 CALLED TO DISCIPLINE 

INTRODUCTION 
 

Luke 9:23 If any want to become 

my followers, let them deny 

themselves and take up their 

cross and follow me.”  

This 6-week series, under the 
title, “The Heart of Discipleship” 
explores the central features of 
how we are enabled to be and to 
become Christ’s disciples.  The 
call to discipleship throughout 
this series is taken up and 
understood as a spiritual gift and 
privilege coupled with spiritual 
challenge and responsibility.  On 
the one hand, our call and status 
as disciples is an opportunity and 
privilege freely given to us by our 
Lord through his death and 
resurrection, and by virtue of his 
invitation.  We are gifted in and 
by Him and the Spirit, through 
faith, to be His disciples.  On the 
other hand, at the same time, 
this graced status demands 
something of us.  We are called 
exercise our faith in the Spirit 
driven pursuit of 
faithfulness.  We are called to 
grow in our faithfulness to Him, 
with one another, and in fulfilling 
the work which he has given us 
to accomplish.  

 

OUR MISSION:  

TO PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL 

TO MAKE DISCIPLES  

 TO EMBODY GOD’S LOVE 

TUNE YOUR FM RADIO TO 101.5 



 

 ST. MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST       9:00 AM                                                          SEPTEMBER 13, 2020 
 

GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE                                                                                                                                   Emily Schuttenberg/Steven Clarke  
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                       Rev. Heather Langan  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                                                                                                                                ELW  p. 117 

      P:    In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen 

              God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you  
alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow      
into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C:Amen  

      P:    Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  Most merciful God, 
      C:    we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought,  

word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

      P:    In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our  
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to 

you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. C: Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN                                  “There’s A Wideness in God’s Mercy ”                                (printed)    ELW #588 
 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 
  P:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
  C:    And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
      Our Lord Jesus, the Living Christ, we praise you for emptying yourself of glory to do for us what we could not do  
      for ourselves.  Help us through Spirit infused disciplines to empty ourselves of the things that hinder us in our  
      relationship with you and one another.  Come to our aid that we may put on your mind and heart, that we  
      become like you as faithful disciples, in your name we pray. C: Amen.    
 

WORD 
 

LESSONS                                                             Psalm 1; Ephesians 4:1-6; 14-16  
 

SPECIAL MUSIC                                                                                                                        Emily Schuttenberg/Steven Clarke  
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON                                                                                                                                        Rev. Gary Haddock 
HYMN                                                       God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage”                                                      ELW #509 
God's Word is our great heritage and shall be ours forever; to spread its light from age to age shall be our chief 
endeavor.  Through life it guides our way; in death it is our stay. Lord, grant while time shall last your church 
may hold it fast throughout all generations. 

                                                                                                         
 

GOSPEL READING      P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John. C: Glory to you, O Lord                          John 15:5-8    
     P: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
  

SERMON                    Rev. Gary Haddock  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                                “Change My Heart, O God ”                                    (printed)     ELW #801 

 



 

  APOSTLES’ CREED                                                                                                                                                              ELW p. 127  
     I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son,  
     our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  
    crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into  
     heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe  
     in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the  
     resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER                           A: Lord in your mercy C: hear our prayer.                              Rev. Heather Langan  

 

THE OFFERING / OFFERTORY                                                                                                 Emily Schuttenberg/Steven Clarke  
 

OFFERING PRESENTATION/RESPONSE         “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”                                                           ELW #182 
 Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. Gather a harvest from the seeds that 

were sown, that we may be fed with the bread of life. Gather the hopes and the dreams of all; unite them with 
the prayers we offer now. Grace our table with your presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
      A:    God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. Water and 

word, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Nourish us through these gifts, that we might 
proclaim your steadfast love in our communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our 
song. C: Amen. 

 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER V 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your 
Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the 
cross, opened his arms to all. In the night……. do this for the remembrance of me. Remembering, therefore, his 
death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O 
Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ our Lord; to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all glory and honor, now and forever. Amen.  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  P: Lord, teach us to pray . . .  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in   
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

       P:    The body and the blood of Christ gave and shed for you. 
 

AGNUS DEI (LAMB OF GOD) 
       Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of  

the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world grant us peace. 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
       P:    The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. C: Amen. 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

       A:   God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and have been united by your  
             presence among us. Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts so that we may share your neighborly  
             love with all, through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life. C: Amen. 
 

SENDING 

BLESSING                                        

      P:    God, the Creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, the Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, bless you and   

              keep you now and forever.  C: Amen 

SENDING HYMN                                                “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”        (Printed)      ELW #543 
 

DISMISSAL                                   P: Go in Peace, Christ is with you. C: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE                                                                                                                                                              Emily Schuttenberg  



 

  Psalm 1 
Happy are those 
   who do not follow the advice of the wicked, 
or take the path that sinners tread, 
   or sit in the seat of scoffers;  
but their delight is in the law of the Lord, 
   and on his law they meditate day and night.  
They are like trees 
   planted by streams of water, 
which yield their fruit in its season, 
   and their leaves do not wither. 
In all that they do, they prosper.  
The wicked are not so, 
   but are like chaff that the wind drives away.  
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgement, 
   nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous;  
for the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, 
   but the way of the wicked will perish. 
 
 

Ephesians 4:1-6; 14-16 
I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you 
have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in 
love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one 
body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. We 
must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by 
people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. But speaking the truth in love, we 
must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, 
joined and knitted together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is work-
ing properly, promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love. 
 
 

John 15: 5-8 
I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, be-
cause apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a 
branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide 
in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My 
Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples. 


