
 

Welcome 
Welcome to the North Carolina Synod’s synodwide worship service on 

this the first Sunday of Christmas. We are celebrating the hope of 

Jesus born for us with a unique festival of Lessons and Carols. 

Lessons and Carols was first held on Christmas Eve 1918 at Kings 

College in England. The service always begins with the English tune, 

Once in Royal David’s City, and includes lessons that span throughout 

salvation’s history.  
 

You likely did not gather in the same way you have traditionally done 

this past Christmas, but the story has no less power and the birth of a 

baby in the backstreets of Bethlehem no less relevance. This baby, 

Jesus the Christ, changed and is changing the world.  
 

Through a series of lessons and carols, we are reminded again of that 

hope made manifest in Jesus. Our first reading retells the age-old 

struggle with sin despite God’s desire to be in relationship with God’s 

people. As humans continued to fall away, the prophecy of Isaiah sets 

the stage for God’s dramatic intervention—becoming one of us, born 

of Mary. May the beautiful music and these time-honored readings be 

a blessing to you this morning as we prepare our hearts and minds to 

continue in the hope of Christmas.  

Prelude 
O Come, Let Us Adore Him             by Maestro the Vocalinist 
 

Invocation & Confession  
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who was in the beginning, 
who makes a dwelling among us, 
who covers us with justice and mercy. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
God of goodness and lovingkindness, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
and our neighbors. 
We have turned away from your invitation to new life. 
We have turned away from the lowly and downtrodden. 
In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins, 
those we know and those known only to you, 
for the sake of the one who came to live among us, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 
Hear the good news of peace and salvation! 
God forgives us all our sins, 
not through our own work, 

but through ☩ Jesus Christ, made known to all people. 
With all who come to the manger, 
rejoice in this amazing gift of grace. 
Amen. 
 

Entrance Hymn                      
Once In Royal David’s City     ELW #269    by the Montgomery 
         & Thieme Families 
 

Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed, 
Where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ, her little child. 
 



 
He came down to earth from heaven Who is God and Lord of all, 
And his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall; 
With the poor and mean and lowly lived on earth our Savior holy. 
  

And our eyes at last shall see him through his own redeeming love. 
For that Child, so dear and gentle, is our Lord in heaven above; 
And he leads his children on to the place where he has gone. 
 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet 
more wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of 
the one who came to share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 

Word & Song  
WORD THE FIRST LESSON  
         God holds Adam and Eve accountable for their sin  Genesis 3:8-13, 24 
 
SONG             Night of Silence  

by Luther College Choir   
 
WORD THE SECOND LESSON  

Christ’s birth and kingdom are foretold by Isaiah    Isaiah 9:2b, 6-7  
 
SONG                              O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  

by Rachel Kurtz   
 
WORD THE THIRD LESSON  

The angel Gabriel reveals God’s plan to Mary            Luke 1:26-35, 38 
 

SONG                       Christmas Was Born on That Day 
by Chris Clay   

 
WORD THE FOURTH LESSON  

The birth of Jesus                                                                         Luke 2:1-4 
 

SONG                          Silent Night 
by Maestro the Vocalinist 

 
WORD THE FIFTH LESSON  

The birth of Jesus                                                                         Luke 2:5-7 
 
SONG                              Oh Holy Night  

by Rachel Kurtz 
 
WORD THE SIXTH LESSON  

An angel tells local shepherds about the birth of Jesus     Luke 2:8-14 
  

SONG                                                                  Angels We Have Heard on High 
by American Lutheran Association of Musicians  

 
WORD THE SEVENTH LESSON  

The shepherds make their way to Bethlehem              Luke 2:15-16 
 
SONG                                                    Joy to the World – arr. David Cherwien 

by the Lenior Rhyne Choir 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and all who are in need. 
A brief silence. 
 
Night and day, all creation praises you, O God. Strengthen your church 
across nations, denominations, and traditions. Fill us with wisdom and unify 
our proclamation of your forgiveness and mercy. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 



All creation is holy to you, O God. You cause the earth to bring forth its 
shoots and gardens to spring up. Protect hibernating animals and frozen 
lands that wait earnestly for longer days of awakening and growth. Hear us, 
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
The nations are upheld by your hand, O God. Cause righteousness and 
praise to spring forth, inspiring leaders to serve with compassion and 
integrity. Send your spirit of discernment upon legislators grappling with 
complex decisions for the sake of the common good. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Send the spirit of your Son into our hearts, O God. Come quickly to hearts 
that race with fear, hearts that break with grief, and hearts that long for 
wholeness. Reveal your power to heal and to save. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Adopt us into your family, O God. Bless our elders with the peace and joy of 
Simeon and Anna. Strengthen those who have retired, those who work in 
older age, and those in need of income, food, company, or health care. 
Connect young and old across generations. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Let us depart in peace, O God, according to your word. For (John, apostle 
and evangelist, and) all your saints, we give you thanks. Prepare our 
salvation in the sight of all your witnesses of every time and place. Hear us, 
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and 
all our prayers to you, in the name of Jesus. 
Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
 
WORD & SONG THE EIGHTH LESSON  
   Jesus identified as “Word made flesh”            John 1:1-5,14 
   The Word Was God – Rosephanye Powell  by the Lenior Rhyne Choir  
 

Blessing 
Almighty God, 
who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, 
proclaimed joy through the angels, 
sent the shepherds with good news, 
and led the magi by a star, 

bless you this day ☩ through the Word made flesh. 
Amen. 
 
SONG                      Go Tell It on the Mountain  

by Christopher Clay  
 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude 
  

 
 

 


