
  

  

St. Mark’s Youth and Children’s Newsletter 
April 1, 2020 

 

A Newsletter 

For You! 

During this time of 
change and turmoil 
to have something 
familiar provides 
comfort.  Returning 
to our faith practic-
es can be one of 
those familiar com-
forts.  That is why 
we are sending you 
this special news-
letter with activities 
and devotional 
practices that you 
can do with your 
family.  Coloring 
sheets, word puz-
zles, and a bible 
study are all includ-
ed.  This can be 
used along with the 
Taking Faith Home 
activities that are in 
the regular news-
letter.  Sharing 
scripture and prayer 
during times of anxi-
ety teach our chil-
dren to turn to God 
in times of need.  
We hope these ac-
tivities will bring joy 
and an opportunity 
for faith conversa-
tions to your home.  
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Holy Week at Home: Scavenger Hunt Activity 

 

Reason: The reason for this activity is to learn about and connect with the Passion story of Jesus. These are the 
events of the last days of Jesus’ life. They include His arrival into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday; the Last Supper, His 
arrest, suffering, death and His glorious resurrection that we all celebrate on Easter Sunday. This activity is an op-
portunity for your family to find and tell the Holy Week story together. 

React: Select a meeting spot to begin and end the activity, for example the dinner table or the family room couch. 
Then divide in pairs or small teams and search your home for the following 12 items. When you find an item on the 
list, return the item back to the meeting spot, check it off the list, and continue the hunt until all the items can be 
found. Here is what we are looking for… 

 

____ a Branch (palm leaf if available)             ______  30 Coins        _____a Cup 

____ a Flower or a Fruit from the garden       ____ a Leather Strap or Cord 

____ A Thorn Branch or Vine                           ____ 3 Nails      ____ Dice      ____ a Cross 

____ Linen or a clean white cloth                   ____ Stone       ____ an Empty Easter egg 

*If an item cannot be found in the house, draw a picture to represent what is missing. 

 

Reflect: Gather everyone back at the meeting spot and show off the items you found to your family. Ask everyone, 
“What do you think these things have to do with Jesus?”  Each of these items are a part of the Passion story. Now 
it’s time to go to the Bible and read the story together. Take turns reading the following scriptures… 

1) Matthew 21:6-10                2) Matthew 26:14-15                         3) Matthe3w 26:26-28 

4) Matthew 26:36-39              5) Mark 15:13-15                                6) Matthew 27:27-29 

7) Matthew 27:30-31              8) Matthew 27:35-37                          9) Luke 23:32-47 

10) Matthew 27:57-59           11) Matthew 27:60-66                       12) Matthew 28:1-10  

 

Pray Together: Deal Lord Jesus, you lived to love us and you died to save us. We remember your sacrifice through 

this Holy Week as we draw closer to you. May the things we say and do be a reflection of your loving kindness. For-

give our sins, calm our fears, and bring us to the joy of your resurrection. Amen 
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 Holy Week and Good Eats! 

https://storyboardingchurch.wordpress.com/  

Holy Week’s Good Eats Invitation 

Jesus was always eating with followers and with the disciples in their homes. Below is a food invitation for families and households to enter 
Holy Week with Good Eats. Food can remind us of who we are as a church community and can be symbolic of God’s story. This Holy Week 
food adventure starts with pancakes or palm dip, and then to communion bread, from there to prayer pretzels, and finally to feast on a 
Easter Sunday dinner or treats. However your families are able to join in, may they enjoy Holy Week’s Good Eats. 

Palm Sunday, April 5th 

Pancakes! Pancakes! Palm Sunday is a great time to serve up a Pancake Supper. So we are encouraging our families to serve up some flap-
jacks and watch the Palm Sunday worship together. 
 
If people are feeling really ambitious, they can make Palm Dip. Think Artichoke Dip but with Hearts of Palm instead! It is easy to make and 
really delicious.  

Here is the Palm Dip recipe:  
1 can of Hearts of Palm, (14.25 ounces) drain and chop them.  
1 cup of shredded cheese. Mozzarella or Colby-freshly shredded works best-but pre-shredded is fine too.  
½ cup of grated Parmesan cheese.  
1 cup of green onion or chive-chopped 
¼ cup of sour cream 
¾ cup of mayo 
1 tsp of seasoning salt (Lawry’s or Mrs. Dash) and 1 tsp. pepper.  

Directions: Heat oven to 350 degrees. Prepare a small glass baking dish by lightly rubbing canola oil all over inside of dish. In a medium 
bowl- combine ingredients.  Pour in prepared dish and bake for 15-20 minutes. Serve with bread.  

Maundy Thursday, April 9  

On Maundy Thursday we remember the Lord’s Last Supper with the disciples. Families are invited to bake holy communion bread together 
using this simple recipe: 

2 cups of white flour, you can substitute with wheat flour as well  
1 tsp of baking soda  
1 tsp of salt  
3/4 cup of water  
3 TBSP of sugar  
3 TBSP of oil 

Instructions: In a bowl blend all ingredients well. Turn dough onto a floured surface and divide into 6 balls. Roll each ball out 1/4 inch even 
thickness. Use a knife to mark each loaf with a cross (+). Bake on a greased cookie sheet at 350 degrees for 10-15 minutes. 

Good Friday, April 10  

Did you know that people used to pray with their arms crossed over their chest (kind of like the shape of a pretzel)? To pray in this way is a 
posture of humility and reverence for God. 

As a family, make pretzel prayers for Good Friday: 1. At any grocery story, buy a package of Pillsbury Bread Sticks.  2. Roll out the dough and 
then shape it into a pretzel shape. 3. Bake in oven according to directions. While the bread is baking, cross your arms over your chest like a 
pretzel and pray: God, thank you for Jesus, who died for us. Thank you for Jesus, who loves us. Thank you for Jesus who forgives us. Amen. 
4. Once done baking, brush with melted butter and add salt. 5. Eat your pretzels. 

Easter Sunday, April 12 

As the virus keeps us in our homes, most of us will spend Easter dinner either alone or with those we live with in our households. To make 
this Easter dinner special, make your favorite meal together – maybe it is ham and cheesy potatoes, or something special like hot cross 
buns, or deviled eggs, or share in a chocolate bunny, and then watch the St. Mark’s Easter service online. Don’t forget to call or face-time 
someone that might need to hear a your voice on Easter Sunday. That will make the day extra special. 

One last thought: Easter 2020 is one we won’t forget. But here’s the thing, no matter whether we can gather together in the church 
building or not, Easter will come. Nothing can stop Jesus from being raised and Easter morning coming in full glory. Thanks be to God! 
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Claremont, NC 

Congregation Council meets on April 20th at 6pm. 
 

Next newsletter mailing will be April 1st. 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday, 8:30am—4pm; Friday, 8:30am—12:30pm 

 

Vol. 1, No. 1 
4-1-20 

Follow Us Online 
 

StMarksLutheran...Claremont, NC www.smarklc.org 

Congregation Council 
 

 2020   2021   2022  
   Gigi Sigmon                       Tim Carpenter                         Kerri Nash 
   Tiffany Caudill                   Brad Moser                             Denise Arndt 
   Marcheta Campbell         Gina Schaefer                         Marlene Epps 
   David Tucker                     Cathy Sigmon                         Terry Hefner 

Church Staff 

Pastor Gary Haddock: Senior Pastor  
gsh.elca@gmail.com                                        (828-781-3060) 
Pastor Heather Langan: Associate Pastor
 hlangan519@yahoo.com                                (704-724-5991)  
Deanna Butcher: Finance Secretary  
deanna@smarklc.org  (828-459-2161) 
Mary Willis: Church Secretary  
secretary@smarklc.org                                   (828-459-2161) 
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