ST. MARK’S EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH

OUR MISSION:
TO PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL
TO MAKE DISCIPLES
TO EMBODY GOD’S LOVE

Introduction

The end is near. There is
no doubt about it. The
warnings are dire. The
tone of today’s texts is
ominous. But the
baptized know how to
live in the meantime. The
baptized are
strengthened for the
living of these days in
word and sacrament. The
baptized rally around the
invitation of the apostle:
“Do not be weary in
doing what is right.”

Thanks be to God!

NOVEMBER 16, 2025
23RD SUNDAY OF PENTECOST
SUNDAY MORNING FELLOWSHIP 9:00AM
BIBLE STUDY & SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:15AM
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 10:00AM
YOUTUBE LIVE STREAM 10:00 AM

Assisting in Worship Today

Preaching: Pastor Quentin Surace Ushers:

Organist: Emily Schuttenberg Assisting Minister:

Acolyte: Crucifer:

Lay Reader: Communion Assistants:

Greeters: Kay Deal, Cathy Sigmon Council Duties: Jerry Herman, Nicky Setzer

Attendance last Sunday, November 9th was 82 (includes YouTube Live viewers).




ST. MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

23RD SUNDAY OF PENTECOST 10:00 AM NOVEMBER 16, 2025
*Please stand as able P: Pastor; A: Assisting Minister; C: Congregation
GATHERING Setting 8 ELW

GATHERING MUSIC (9:45AM)
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS (9:55AM)
PRELUDE AND LIGHTING OF CANDLES BY ACOLYTE Instrumental

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another......Faithful God,

C: you have shown us the ways of your heart, yet we stray from your paths. We are stuck in sinful systems of
oppression and do not embrace the freedom of your faithful promises. We ignore our neighbors. We exploit
the earth. We reject your abundance, trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast love. Repair our
relationships, restore what we have broken, renew our hearts, and bring us to new life. Amen.

P: Hear the good news: God the Faithful One loves you, & in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven, and by the power of
the Holy Spirit you are set free. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, |
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins.

C: Amen.
*OPENING HYMN “How Firm a Foundation” ELW #796
*KYRIE (Setting 8) Pastor sings the verses, assembly sings the refrain. ELW p.184-185

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is strong, nothing is holy. Embrace us with your
mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide, we may live through what is temporary without losing what is eternal,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.
WORD
LESSONS Malachi 4:1-2a, 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Alleluia” ELW p.188
GOSPEL READING P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke. C: Glory to you, O Lord Luke 21:5-19
P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Quentin Surace
SERMON Pastor Quentin Surace
*HYMN OF THE DAY “When Our World Is Rent by Violence” ACS #1052
*APOSTLES’ CREED ELW p.105

*PRAYERS BY ASSISTING MINISTER
A: Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need... Hear us, O God,
C: Your mercy is great.

*SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE



MEAL

THE OFFERING “Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow” ELW #327

OFFERING PRESENTATION/RESPONSE “Praise God, from Whom all Blessings Flow” ELW #885
Praise God, from whom all blessing flow; praise God, all creatures here below; praise God above, ye heav’'nly
host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER
P: God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, promising to fill them with good things. Fulfill that
promise through us and these your gifts. Nourish us with the abundance of your feast and unite us into the
blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior, now and forever. C: Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.
P:  Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C: ItlIsright to give our thanks and praise.

*PROPER PREFACE FOR SUNDAY:

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (sung) ELW p.190
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might, heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna, hosanna,
hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna, hosanna, hosannain
the highest.

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION FOR HOLY COMMUNION: II ELW p.190

*THE LORD’S PRAYER P: Lord, teach us to pray. ..

DISTRIBUTION
We welcome all who believe Jesus is Lord to receive the sacrament of Holy Communion. An usher will guide you to the center aisle to
receive communion. You may return to your seat by the outer aisle. If you are not able to come forward, please notify an usher by
raising your hand and communion will be brought to you. After communing all who wish may go to the altar for prayer. You may
also come forward for a blessing.

AGNUS DEI (LAMB OF GOD) ELW p.191
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin
of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us
peace, Lamb of God.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN “It Is Well with My Soul” ELW #785

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION BY ASSISTING MINISTER
A: God of field and flower, wheat and grape, you have nourished us with the bread of heaven that gives life to the
world. Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son, send us out to gather your good gifts for all who
hunger and thirst, and embolden us to love and serve in Christ's name. C: Amen.

SENDING

*BLESSING P: The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save you, and God the Holy Spirit anoint
you for the work ahead. The holy Trinity bless you * and grant you a faithful and courageous heart
now and forever. Together let us proclaim our mission:

C: To proclaim the Gospel. To make disciples. To embody God’s love. Amen.

*SENDING HYMN “0 God, Our Help in Ages Past” ELW #632

*Dismissal: P: Go in peace. Share the harvest. C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Instrumental



Malachi 4:1-2a

See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble; the day
that comes shall burn them up, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. But
for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings.

2 Thessalonians 3:6-13

Now we command you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from every
brother or sister living irresponsibly and not according to the tradition that they received from us. For you
yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not irresponsible when we were with you, and we
did not eat anyone’s bread without paying for it, but with toil and labor we worked night and day so that we
might not burden any of you. This was not because we do not have that right but in order to give you an
example to imitate. For even when we were with you, we gave you this command: anyone unwilling to work
should not eat. For we hear that some of you are living irresponsibly, mere busybodies, not doing any work.
Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their
own living. Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right.

Luke 21:5-19

When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones and gifts dedicated
to God, [Jesus] said, “As for these things that you see, the days will come when not one stone will be left
upon another; all will be thrown down.” They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the
sign that this is about to take place?” And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray, for many will come in
my name and say, ‘l am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go after them. “When you hear of wars and
insurrections, do not be terrified, for these things must take place first, but the end will not follow
immediately.” Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom; there
will be great earthquakes and in various places famines and plagues, and there will be dreadful portents and
great signs from heaven. “But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand
you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because of my
name. This will give you an opportunity to testify. So make up your minds not to prepare your defense in
advance, for | will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or
contradict. You will be betrayed even by parents and siblings, by relatives and friends, and they will put
some of you to death. You will be hated by all because of my name. But not a hair of your head will perish.
By your endurance you will gain your souls.”

Church Staff
Pastor: Pastor Quentin F. Surace Custodian: Larry Smyre/Mark Oakley
Music Director: Emily Schuttenberg Secretary: Patricia Hoke
Family Ministries Director: Wendy Hefner Preschool Co-Director: Randyl Abernathy
Finance Secretary: Deanna Butcher Preschool Co-Director: Maria Wright

2025 Church Council President: Terry Hefner




