
 

 

ST. MARK’S EVANGELICAL  
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 
DECEMBER 5, 2021 8:15 & 11:00AM 

SUNDAY MORNING LEARNING 9:30AM 
ZOOM AT 11:00 AM 

2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Introduc on 
 
O Bethlehem of 
Ephrathah, you are little 
among the clans of Judah. 
But out of you will come 
forth a ruler for Israel, 
whose origin is from of 
old, from ancient days. 
 
Wait quietly until she 
who is in labor has 
brought forth. Then 
God’s people will be 
reunited once again. And 
he shall stand and feed 
his flock in the strength 
of the Lord, in the 
majesty of the name of 
the Lord his God. 
 
His people will live 
securely, and the whole 
earth will know his true 
greatness. For he will be 
a man of peace. 

 

OUR MISSION:  
TO PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL 

TO MAKE DISCIPLES  
 TO EMBODY GOD’S LOVE 

TUNE YOUR FM RADIO TO 101.5 

 



 

 ST. MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT          8:15 & 11:00 AM                                         December 5, 2021   
 

         GATHERING    
*Please Stand if able                                 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                               Pastor Heather Langan 
PRELUDE                                                                                                                                                     Emily Schu enberg 
INVOCATION 
L: We gather in the name of God, the Creator of Light; + Jesus, the Light of the World; and the Holy Spirit, the 
Light who illumines our path. 
C: Amen. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
L: In this season of light, let us go before God and confess how our words and ac ons contribute to the 
darkness instead of adding to the light.  [Silence.]  God of Love and Light, 
C: We confess that we are not always the light‐bearers you desire us to be.  We shine a spotlight on the 
transgressions of others while trying to keep our own sins hidden in the dark.  We burn bridges by being 
impa ent, opinionated and judgmental.  We inflame others by lashing out in anger.  We go through our days 
enveloped in the gloom of fear and doubt.  We let our witness become a smoldering ember un l it dies out 
completely. Forgive us, Jesus, the Everlas ng Light.  Come to us, abide with us, our Lord, Emmanuel.  Teach 
us to walk as children of light, surrounded by your love, forgiveness and healing.  We ask this in the name of 
Christ.  Amen. 
 
L: God is light, and in God there is no darkness as all.  If we walk in the light as God is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus cleanses us from all sin.   
C: Amen. 
 
*GATHERING SONG/HYMN 
8:15 AM                                                                          “Emmanuel” 
11:00 AM                                “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”                                                  ELW#254               
                

*APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 P:The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
  C:      And also with you. 
 
*KYRIE 
                                    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
   

 



 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 P:     Let us pray.  S r up, O Lord, the hearts that beat within our chests. Let them pound, in steady rhythm,          
the strong beat of a song that prepares the world to meet and greet your only Son. Make his coming strong‐
strong enough to defeat our conflicts. Make his coming light‐bright enough to illuminate our path through 
this darkened world. For he is your only Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now 
and forever. C:     Amen. 

 
WORD 

THEME: O BETHLEHEM OF EPHRATHAH, YOU ARE LITTLE AMONG THE CLANS OF JUDAH. BUT OUT OF YOU 
WILL COME FORTH A RULER FOR ISRAEL, WHOSE ORIGIN IS FROM OF OLD, FROM ANCIENT DAYS. 

 
 
LESSON                                  Ruth 4:9‐17                                                      8:15am Linda Hewi  
                                                                                                                                                              11:00am Kermit Nash 
 
PSALM 68 (read responsively) 
L: God rises up and sca ers his enemies. Life windblown smoke and melted wax, the wicked perish in God’s 
presence. 
C: From his sacred home, God provides for the lonely; he cares for orphans and widows. 
L: The righteous are glad and rejoice in his presence; they are jubilant and shout for joy. 
C: From his sacred home, God provides for the lonely; he cares for orphans and widows. 
L: Prepare a way for him who rides on the clouds. His name is the Lord‐be glad in his presence. 
C: From his sacred home, God provides for the lonely; he care for orphans and widows. 
L: How awesome is God! His power is in the skies but he dwells as well among his people. 
C: From his sacred home, God provides for the lonely; he care for the orphans and widows. 
L : The God of Israel gives power and strength to his people. 
C: From his sacred home, God provides for the lonely; he cares for the orphans and widows. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH     “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” v. 1 & 2        ELW #240 
                                           
CHILDREN’S SERMON                                                                                                                                     
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:                                      “Alleluia…”                                       P. 205 
   
GOSPEL READING         P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke  C: Glory to you, O Lord                Luke 1:57‐66
                   P: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
CHANCEL DRAMA          “OBED” 
 
SERMON                                                               Pastor Heather Langan  
 
*HYMN OF THE DAY                                       
  8:15 AM                                         “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” 
  11:00 AM                                                 “Comfort, Comfort Now My People”                       ELW # 256           
 
        



 

 *APOSTLES’ CREED        
       I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son,  
       our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pon us Pilate, was  
       crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into  
       heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I  
       believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
       resurrec on of the body, and the life everlas ng. Amen. 
 
*INTERCESSORY PRAYER        P: ...God of mercy. C. Hear our prayer.              
  

MEAL 
 
OFFERING PRESENTATION/RESPONSE           “Create in Me a Clean Heart”                                                    ELW #186  
  
“Create in me a clean heart, O  God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from your presence, 

and take not your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salva on, and uphold me with your 
free Spirit.” 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
L:  Let us pray. God of Light, our world is a very dark place. Therefore, we offer the gi s of ourselves, our me and      
our resources, trus ng you will use them to set the world aglow with your loving presence. May our offerings 
con nue to shine brightly before others so they may see our good works and give glory to you . We ask this in the 
name of Christ. 
C. Amen. 
 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
L: The Lord is with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
L: Li  up your hearts. 
C: We li  them to the Lord. 
 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
L: At the beginning of crea on God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light.   God saw that the light was 
good; and God separated the light from the darkness.  In ancient mes God also led the Israelites through the 
desert with a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night.  The priests of old also kept a perpetual fire 
burning in the Temple to remind us that God is a light who cannot be ex nguished. 
     Finally Jesus, the Word, who was with God since the beginning of crea on, became flesh and lived among us.  
We have seen his glory shining in our world, full grace and truth.  Christ's light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it.  This same light has commanded us not to hide our light under a bushel basket, but 
to put it on a lamp stand so that everyone can see it.  With our lights burning brightly, we now join the saints and 
angels in a hymn of praise to God, the Everlas ng Light. 
C: Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Holy God, the Beginning and the End, our Salva on and our Hope, we praise you for crea ng a world of 
order and beauty. When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, you sent the prophets to proclaim  your 
jus ce and mercy. At the end of the ages your Son Jesus came to bring us your love… Through him all glory 
and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. 
C: AMEN 
   
*THE LORD’S PRAYER     
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 
it is   in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta on, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 
power, the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: The gi s of God for the people of God. 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS 
P:   The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you.   
 
LAMB OF GOD 
 
 
                                      
 
 

 
 



 

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
P:    May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. C: Amen. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: Jesus, our bright Morning Star, we give you thanks that you have fed us well through the bread and wine 
of your Supper.  May it enable us to shine brightly in all the dark places of our world with your love, jus ce 
and peace.  We ask this in your holy name. 
C: Amen. 
              SENDING 
*BLESSING  
P:   The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope by the power of 
the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 
C:   Amen. 
     
*SENDING HYMN                                             

 8:15 AM                                                                “Hosanna Praise is Rising” 

 11:00 AM                                                            “Rejoice Rejoice Believers”                                                  ELW #244                

 

*DISMISSAL                              

P: Go in peace.  Shine the Light of Christ into the world.  C: Thanks be to God. 

                                                       
POSTLUDE                                                                                                                                             Emily Schu enberg 
                                       



 

 

Ruth 4:9‐17  
9Then Boaz said to the elders and all the people, "Today you are witnesses that I have ac‐
quired from the hand of Naomi all that belonged to Elimelech and all that belonged to Chilion 
and Mahlon. 10I have also acquired Ruth the Moabite, the wife of Mahlon, to be my wife, to 
maintain the dead man's name on his inheritance, in order that the name of the dead may 
not be cut off from his kindred and from the gate of his na ve place; today you are witness‐
es." 11Then all the people who were at the gate, along with the elders, said, "We are witness‐
es. May the LORD make the woman who is coming into your house like Rachel and Leah, who 
together built up the house of Israel. May you produce children in Ephrathah and bestow a 
name in Bethlehem; 12and, through the children that the LORD will give you by this young 
woman, may your house be like the house of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah." 
13So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. When they came together, the LORD made her 
conceive, and she bore a son. 14Then the women said to Naomi, "Blessed be the LORD, who 
has not le  you this day without next‐of‐kin; and may his name be renowned in Israel! 15He 
shall be to you a restorer of life and a nourisher of your old age; for your daughter‐in‐law who 
loves you, who is more to you than seven sons, has borne him." 16Then Naomi took the child 
and laid him in her bosom, and became his nurse. 17The women of the neighborhood gave 
him a name, saying, "A son has been born to Naomi." They named him Obed; he became the 
father of Jesse, the father of David.  
 

Luke 1:57‐66 

57Now the me came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58Her neighbors and rela‐

ves heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. 
59On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him 

Zechariah a er his father. 60But his mother said, "No; he is to be called John." 61They said to 

her, "None of your rela ves has this name." 62Then they began mo oning to his father to find 

out what name he wanted to give him. 63He asked for a wri ng tablet and wrote, "His name is 

John." And all of them were amazed. 64Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue 

freed, and he began to speak, praising God. 65Fear came over all their neighbors, and all these 

things were talked about throughout the en re hill country of Judea. 66All who heard them 

pondered them and said, "What then will this child become?" For, indeed, the hand of the 

Lord was with him.  



 

 

 

 
 

 
 


