
 

 

ST. MARK’S EVANGELICAL  
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 
SEPTEMBER 26, 2021 8:15 & 11:00AM 

ZOOM AT 11:00 AM 
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER  PENTECOST 

Bearing	Fruit	for	Jesus	
	

“Fruitful Use of Time” is our 
theme for this week.  

 
Time is one of God’s most 

precious gifts to us so we don’t 
want to squander it. When we 

seek God’s divine guidance 
through His Word and prayer, 
we can accomplish much more 

with our time.  
We pray that the Bible studies 
and sermon messages will help 
us to be fruitful with our time 

as well as with our talents, and 
money, which will be our focus 
the following three weeks. Our 

prayer is that this series on 
bearing fruit will challenge you 
to grow spiritually and to bear 
more fruit for Jesus. May god’s 
Holy Spirit ill each of us as we 

grow, serve and work 
together. 

 

“Be careful then how you live, 
not as unwise people but as 
wise, making the most of the 
time, because the days are 
evil” (Ephesians	5:15‐16).	

 

OUR MISSION:  
TO PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL 

TO MAKE DISCIPLES  
 TO EMBODY GOD’S LOVE 

TUNE YOUR FM RADIO TO 101.5 

 



 

 ST. MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER  PENTECOST        8:15 & 11:00 AM                                       SEPTEMBER 26, 2021   
 

        GATHERING    
*Please Stand if able      
                                                                                                                                                                          
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                                  Pastor Heather Langan               
TEMPLE TALK                Sue Karen Falls and Elaine Simmons 
PRELUDE                                                                       Emily Schu enberg 
   

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

  P:     Blessed be the holy Trinity + one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, and whose love is 
 endless  
     C:     Amen.  
     P:     Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. God our comforter,  
     C:     like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. We turn our faces away  
 from injus ce and oppression. We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, 
 gracious God. Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as 
 ourselves. 
     C: Amen. 
      P:    All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gi  of grace in + Christ Jesus, God makes you  
 righteous. Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins    
     C:     Amen. 
 

 *GATHERING SONG/HYMN 
     8:15 & 11:00AM            “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”                                           ELW# vs 1,2,4               
                                

*APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 P:    The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 C:      And also with you. 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
     Please see back page of the insert 
 

WORD 
 

LESSONS                                             Ecclesiastes 3:1‐8, 2 Peter 1:5‐11                 8:15am Sue Karen Falls       
                      11:00 am Elaine Simmons             
CHILDREN’S SERMON                                                                                                                                   
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:                                                  “Alleluia…”                           ELW # 205 
   
GOSPEL READING            P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.  C: Glory to you, O Lord                          Luke 13:6‐9
                 P: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                                                   Pastor Heather Langan  
                                   

*HYMN OF THE DAY                                       
     8:15 & 11:00AM                       “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”             ELW# 632 vs 1,2,6               
                                                                    
 
                       

 

 

 



 

 
*APOSTLES’ CREED        

       I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son,  
       our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pon us Pilate, was  
       crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into  
       heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe  
       in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrec on of  
       the body, and the life everlas ng. Amen. 
 

*INTERCESSORY PRAYER      P: ...Hear us, Oh God. C. Your mercy is great..                    
 

MEAL 
 

*OFFERING PRESENTATION/RESPONSE           “Let the Vineyards Be Frui ul”                                                        ELW #182  
 “Let the vineyards be frui ul, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. Gather a harvest from the seeds        

that were sown, that we may be fed with the bread of life. Gather the hopes and the dreams of all; unite them 
with the prayers we offer now. Grace our table with your presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to 
come.” 

OFFERING PRAYER 
       A:   God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from the heavens. Accept   
 the gi s you have first given us. Unite them with the offering of our lives to nourish the world you love so 
 dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  C .Amen. 
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
       P:   Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory...In the night...do this for the 

 remembrance of me. Remembering , therefore,…...  to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all glory and             
honor, now and forever, Amen. 

           

THE LORD’S PRAYER    P: Lord, teach us to pray . . .  
       C:   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is   
 in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
              against us; and lead us not into tempta on, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
  

       P:   The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you.     
       8:15 & 11:00 “Lamb Of God” 
                                                           
*POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
       P:    May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. C: Amen. 
 

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
       A:    Lord of life, in the gi  of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salva on. Send 
  us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our 
  Savior and Lord. 
      C:     Amen.   
       SENDING 
*BLESSING                                        

       P:   People of God, you are Christ’s body, called to be a Frui ul Steward. May the Father, Son + and Holy Spirit bless 
 you now and forever. 
       C:   Amen. 
     

*SENDING HYMN    

      8:15 & 11:00 AM            “With the Lord Begin Your Task”                                                           LBW # 444                

                                                                                                                       

 *DISMISSAL                             P: Go in peace.  You are the body of Christ.  C: Thanks be to God. 
                                                       

POSTLUDE                                                                                                                                                               Emily Schu enberg 
 

 
 



 

 

Ecclesiastes 3:1‐8 

For everything there is a season, and a me for every ma er under heaven: a me to be born, and a me to 

die; a me to plant, and a me to pluck up what is planted; a me to kill, and a me to heal; 

 a me to break down, and a me to build up; a me to weep, and a me to laugh; a me to mourn, and a 

me to dance; a me to throw away stones, and a me to gather stones together; a me to embrace, and a 

me to refrain from embracing; a me to seek, and a me to lose; a me to keep, and a me to throw away; 

a me to tear, and a me to sew; a me to keep silence, and a me to speak; a me to love, and a me to 

hate; a me for war, and a me for peace. 

 

2 Peter 1:5‐11 

For this very reason, you must make every effort to support your faith with goodness, and goodness with 

knowledge, and knowledge with self‐control, and self‐control with endurance, and endurance with godli‐

ness, and godliness with mutual affec on, and mutual affec on with love. For if these things are yours and 

are increasing among you, they keep you from being ineffec ve and unfrui ul in the knowledge of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. For anyone who lacks these things is nearsighted and blind, and is forge ul of the cleansing of 

past sins. Therefore, brothers and sisters, be all the more eager to confirm your call and elec on, for if you do 

this, you will never stumble. For in this way, entry into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ will be richly provided for you. 

 

Luke 13:6‐9 

Then he told this parable: "A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it 

and found none. So he said to the gardener, 'See here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig 

tree, and s ll I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be was ng the soil?' He replied, 'Sir, let it alone for one 

more year, un l I dig around it and put manure on it. If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you 

can cut it down.'" 
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