
 

ST. MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2020 

SUPPORT OUR MILITARY WITH GIFTS THIS CHRISTMAS! 
USO COLLECTION DUE TODAY  

Every day active members of our military and their families travel through the Charlotte-Douglas Airport and visit the 
USO lounge for refreshment and access to Wi-Fi.  We ask you to support the USO lounge with food items this Christ-
mas.    Suggested items are: individual fruit cups, pudding cups, fruit snacks, chip bags, cookies, and candy bars.  Cards 
thanking them for their service are also welcome!  They may be dropped off at Drive-Up Worship December 6th or 
13th, or at the office by December 16th. They will be delivered to the USO Lounge at Charlotte for our troops as they 
travel during the Holidays.  Thank you for your support! 

            STEWARDS OF GOD’S GRACE 2021 GIVING ENVELOPES ARE AVAILABLE 
For those at Drive-Up Church, the Support Team will bring them to your car. The envelopes may also be picked up at 
the church. Please call the church office Mon. – Thurs. Thanks for your support of St. Mark’s!  Commitment Cards for 
2021 for Time, Talent and Treasures are still being received.  Send yours in today! Thanks to those who already have!  

        END OF YEAR GIVING ENCOURAGEMENT AND DEADLINE  
The end of 2020 fast approaches and we want to encourage you to generously give to support the life, ministries, and 
mission of St. Mark’s.   We especially, ask for your support in these challenging COVID times.  The church will close its 
books for tax purposes on Thursday, December 31st.  Let’s end 2020 on a positive note!   

A WORD FROM YOUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT ON PHYSICALLY REGATHERING  
 

    “Do not fear, for I am with you, do not be afraid, for I am your God; I will strengthen 
     you, I will help you,  I will uphold you with my victorious right hand.” (Isaiah 41:10) 
 
Given the current situation with the progression of COVID 19, the Congregation Council, the Regathering Task Group, 
and pastors do not think it is wise to physically regather at this time.  We all look forward to the time when we can 
physically gather again, but not yet.  In the meantime, I want to encourage you to pray for all health workers on the 
front lines, for those suffering with COVID, for each other—the church, for our country, for the world, and that we will 
be able to safely, physically, regather again soon.  Please pray for the effectiveness of, and for the efficiency of the roll 
out of the vaccinations to eradicate this plague in a timely manner so that we can move through this challenging time 
to safety, health, and some sense of normalcy.  Please take advantage of the opportunities for gathering available to 
you that are noted in this publication.  Better days are on way.  Until then, please do all you can to remain safe and to 
protect others, gather as often as you can with your church, and pray.   God is with us!                                                                                
 
David Tucker, Congregation Council President, Chair of the Regathering Task Group  

CHRISTMAS EVE AT ST. MARK’S 2020  
 

Thursday, December 24 @ 11:00am  
 A recorded service will be posted on our YouTube channel 
 A ZOOM gathering will be held at 11:00am 
 Meeting ID; Passcode:  
  
  
 
 

 

Thursday, December 24 at 4:00pm Drive-Up—FLC 
 A service of the Word and Holy Communion 
 A gift for children, children’s sermon, and DVD story-time. 
 Special Music by Emily Schuttenberg  



 

OPPORTUNITIES TO GATHER AT ST. MARK’S 
NO INTERNET? JOIN ANY ZOOM MEETING BY PHONE ONLY, CALL 1 929-205-6099  

AND USE SAME MEETING ID AND PASSWORD PRINTED BELOW. 
 

Sundays - Worship / Faith Formation 
9:00am - Worship Services ZOOM (For internet, type in your web browser zoom.us.join)  
      Meeting ID: Password: 
10:00am - Confirmation Class, 2nd & 4th Sundays  
11:00am - Drive-Up Church  - Enter from Main Street, Exit on Anderson 
 

12/24 Christmas Eve Worship  
 11:00am Zoom gathering  at 11:00am, Meeting ID; Passcode:  
 4:00pm Live-Drive Up Gathering  FLC 
 

Fellowship 1st Wednesday of the Month  12:30 - 1:00pm  
Sheepfold Conversation ZOOM—Meeting ID: Password: 
 

Wednesday Fellowship and Bible Study - To Begin Again January 13, 2021 

6:05pm, Fellowship     (Call church office to reserve Study Guide for Romans—$11.00) 
6:30pm, Study of Romans  
            

Anytime  
www.smarklc.org 
YouTube.com 
Facebook.com - Links  
DVD’s of recorded services - call the office 
Christ in our Home devotional - call the office 
 

Pastoral Visitation  
Available on request outside at your home or by appointment in the Family Life Center with masks and social 
distancing. Please call Pastor Gary or Pastor Heather to schedule a time.  

 
 
 
 

ST. MARK’S CALENDAR 
 

December 
 

12/13— Worship ZOOM @ 9:00am;  Drive Up @ 11:00am  
12/13—12/15  Pastor Heather Away  
12/14—6:00pm, Support Team (FLC) 
12/14—6:30 Congregation Council (FLC) 
12/15— 6:00pm, Property Team (FLC) 
12/16— Newsletter  
12/20—Worship ZOOM @ 9:00am; Drive Up @ 11:00am  
12/20— Food Pantry/ECCCM Donations 
12/24—10:00am ZOOM @ 11:00am 
   4:00pm, Christmas Eve Service Drive Up Church FLC 
12/27—Worship ZOOM @ 9:00am; Drive Up @ 11:00am 
  Lesson and Carols/Communion  
12/25—Christmas Day, (Office Closed) 
 
 



 

 
Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding! 
 
1 Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding! 
 "Christ is near," we hear it say. 
 "Cast away the works of darkness, 
 all you children of the day!" 
 
2 Wakened by the solemn warning, 
 from earth's bondage let us rise; 
 Christ, our sun, all sloth dispelling, 
 shines upon the morning skies. 
 
3 See the Lamb, so long expected, 
 come with pardon down from heav'n. 
 Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 
 one and all, to be forgiv'n; 
 
4 So, when next he comes in glory 
 and the world is wrapped in fear, 
 he will shield us with his mercy 
 and with words of love draw near. 
 
5 Honor, glory, might, and blessing 
 to the Father and the Son 
 with the everlasting Spirit 
 while unending ages run! 
 
 Text: Latin hymn, 1632; tr. Edward Caswall, 
 1814-1878. Used by permission.  

 

 

Hark, the Glad Sound! 

 
1 Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes, 
 the Savior promised long; 
 let ev'ry heart prepare a throne 
 and ev'ry voice a song. 
 
2 He comes the pris'ners to release, 
 in Satan's bondage held. 
 The gates of brass before him burst, 
 the iron fetters yield. 
 
3 He comes the broken heart to bind, 
 the bleeding soul to cure, 
 and with the treasures of his grace 
 to enrich the humble poor. 
 
4 Our glad hosannas, Prince of peace, 
 your welcome shall proclaim, 
 and heav'n's eternal arches ring 
 with your beloved name. 
 
 Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702-1751 
 Used by permission 
 

   
(Cont’d  from previous column) 

 
2 Then fling the gates wide open 
 to greet your promised king! 
 Your king, yet ev'ry nation 
 its tribute too may bring. 
 All lands will bow before him; 
 their voices join your singing:  Refrain 
 
3 His is no earthly kingdom; 
 it comes from heav'n above. 
 His rule is peace and freedom 
 and justice, truth, and love. 
 So let your praise be sounding 
 for kindness so abounding:  Refrain 
 
 Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. Luther
 an Book of Worship.  Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of 
 Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.   
 Used by permission  

 

Prepare the Royal Highway 
 
1 Prepare the royal highway; 
 the King of kings is near! 
 Let ev'ry hill and valley 
 a level road appear! 
 Then greet the King of glory, 
 foretold in sacred story: 
 
Refrain 
 Hosanna to the Lord, 
 for he fulfills God's word! 
 

(Cont’d  next column)  
 
 


