
 

St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Sunday, December 6, 2020 

SUPPORT OUR MILITARY WITH GIFTS THIS CHRISTMAS! 
USO COLLECTION DUE ON DECEMBER 16  

Every day active members of our military and their families travel through the Charlotte-Douglas Airport and visit the 
USO lounge for refreshment and access to Wi-Fi.  We ask you to support the USO lounge with food items this Christ-
mas.    Suggested items are: individual fruit cups, pudding cups, fruit snacks, chip bags, cookies, and candy bars.  Cards 
thanking them for their service are also welcome!  They may be dropped off at Drive-Up Worship December 6th or 
13th, or at the office by December 16th. They will be delivered to the USO Lounge at Charlotte for our troops as they 
travel during the Holidays.  Thank you for your support! 

            STEWARDS OF GOD’S GRACE 2021 GIVING ENVELOPES ARE AVAILABLE 
For those at Drive-Up Church, the Support Team will bring them to your car. The envelopes may also be picked up at 
the church. Please call the church office Mon. – Thurs. Thanks for your support of St. Mark’s!  Commitment Cards for 
2021 for Time, Talent and Treasures are still being received.  Send yours in today! Thanks to those who already have!  

        END OF YEAR GIVING ENCOURAGEMENT AND DEADLINE  
The end of 2020 fast approaches and we want to encourage you to generously give to support the life, ministries, 
and mission of St. Mark’s.   We especially, ask for your support in these challenging COVID times.  The church will 
close its books on the records for giving for tax purposes on Thursday, December 31st.  Let’s end 2020 on a positive 

A WORD FROM YOUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT ON PHYSICALLY REGATHERING  
 
The Regathering Task Group (RTG) appointed by the Congregation Council (CC) continues to meet frequently to assess 
the situation with COVID-19 to determine when we can physically regather as a congregation.  Like you, the RTG, CC 
and the pastors are all anxious to physically regather.  We are worn out with this pandemic. However, it is clear the 
virus continues to be increasingly with us, and still poses a significant threat to health and life.  
 
There are several factors of our congregation, related to safety and care, that inform the RTG, CC and pastors’ thinking 
and decision making regarding physically regathering.  They are: 1) The significant rise in the number of confirmed in-
fections in this area as well as hospitalizations. 2) Our demographic profile is heavily weighted with those over 65 for 
whom infection, symptoms and sickness represent a threat to health, and potentially life. 3) Given 1 and 2 above, phys-
ically regathering, currently, would mean a higher potential for infection.  4)  Given 1, 2, 3 neither the RTG, the CC, nor 
the pastors want to create the context whereby one or more of our dearly beloved could become infected, suffer cata-
strophic consequences, or die.  The RTG, CC, and pastors do not think it is wise to physically regather now at this time.     
 
What do we do in the meantime?  As the body of Christ we do what the church has always done, even in worse times 
than these.  We gather using whatever means we have at our disposal to worship and love God, to fellowship and love 
one another, to grow and serve as a church, and to protect the health, welfare, and life of our members and our neigh-
bor.  It is in our DNA as the body of Christ to gather, and we continue to do so.   
 
We encourage you to take advantage of the opportunities for gathering that are available.  Please note the avenues 
available to you in this publication for gathering. The RTG, CC, and pastors have and continue to work diligently to pro-
vide them for you.  While none of us like this virus and the restrictions it necessarily places on us, we invite you to 
gather utilizing the means available because that is who we are, and what we are called to do in these times.  
 
This too shall pass.  Better days are on the horizon as vaccinations will roll out in the coming months. Then, the proba-
bility of infection should lower significantly. We look forward to the time when we can physically gather (albeit with 
some safety protocols in place for a time).  Please pray for all health workers on the front lines, for those suffering, for 
each other—the church, for our country, the world, and that we will be able to physically regather again soon.   
 
David Tucker, Congregation Council President, Chair of the Regathering Task Group  



 

OPPORTUNITIES TO GATHER AT ST. MARK’S 
NO INTERNET? JOIN ANY ZOOM MEETING BY PHONE ONLY, CALL 1 929-205-6099  

AND USE SAME MEETING ID AND PASSWORD PRINTED BELOW. 
 

Sundays - Worship / Faith Formation 
9:00am - Worship Services ZOOM (For internet, type in your web browser zoom.us.join)  
      Meeting ID: Password:  
10:00am - Confirmation Class, 2nd & 4th Sundays  
11:00am - Drive-Up Church  - Enter from Main Street, Exit on Anderson 
 

Fellowship 1st Wednesday of the Month  12:30 - 1:00pm  
Sheepfold Conversation ZOOM—Meeting ID: Password:  
 

Wednesday Fellowship and Bible Study - To Begin Again January 13, 2021 

6:05pm, Fellowship     (Call church office to reserve Study Guide for Romans—$11.00) 
6:30pm, Study of Romans  
            

Anytime  
www.smarklc.org 
YouTube.com 
Facebook.com - Links  
DVD’s of recorded services - call the office 
Christ in our Home devotional - call the office 
 

Pastoral Visitation  
Available on request outside at your home or by appointment in the Family Life Center with masks and social 
distancing. Please call Pastor Gary or  Pastor Heather to schedule a time.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

ST. MARK’S CALENDAR 
 
 
 
 

December 
 

12/6 Worship ZOOM @ 9:00am;  Drive Up @ 11:00am  
12/9—12/15  Pastor Heather Away 
12/13— Worship ZOOM @ 9:00am;  Drive Up @ 11:00am  
12/14—6:00pm, Support Team (FLC) 
12/14—6:30 Congregation Council (FLC) 
12/15— 6:00pm, Property Team (FLC) 
12/16— Newsletter  
12/20—Worship ZOOM @ 9:00am; Drive Up @ 11:00am  
12/20— Food Pantry/ECCCM Donations 

12/24—4:00pm, Christmas Eve Service Drive Up Church FLC 

12/27—Worship ZOOM @ 9:00am; Drive Up @ 11:00am 
  Lesson and Carols/Communion  
12/25—Christmas Day, (Office Closed) 
 
 



 

Blessed Be the God of Israel 
 
1 Blessed be the God of Israel, 

who comes to set us free, 
who visits and redeems us, 
and grants us liberty. 
The prophets spoke of mercy, 
of freedom and release; 
God shall fulfill the promise 
to bring our people peace. 

 
2 Now from the house of David 

a child of grace has come, 
a Savior who will lead us 
to our eternal home. 
Before him goes the herald, 
forerunner in the way, 
the prophet of salvation, 
the harbinger of day. 

 
3 On all by death imprisoned 

the sun begins to rise, 
the dawning of forgiveness 
upon the sinner’s eyes, 
to guide the feet of pilgrims 
along the paths of peace; 
oh, bless our God and Savior 
with songs that never cease! 

 
   Text: Michael Perry, 1942-1996, 
   based on Luke 1:68-79 
   Used by permission 

 
The King Shall Come 
 
1 The King shall come when morning dawns 
 and light triumphant breaks, 
 when beauty gilds the eastern hills 
 and life to joy awakes. 
 
2.  Oh, brighter than the rising morn 
 when Christ, victorious, rose 
 and left the lonesome place of death, 
 despite the rage of foes. 
 
3 Oh, brighter than that glorious morn 
 shall dawn upon our race 
 the day when Christ in splendor comes, 
 and we shall see his face. 
 
4 The King shall come when morning dawns 
 and light and beauty brings. 
 Hail, Christ the Lord! Your people pray: 
 come quickly, King of kings. 

 
   Text: John Brownlie, 1859-1925 
   Used by permission  

 
 
 

  (Cont’d  from previous column) 
 
3 Stretch forth your hand, our health restore, 
 and make us rise to fall no more; 
 oh, let your face upon us shine 
 and fill the world with love divine. 
 
4 All praise to you, eternal Son, 
 whose advent has our freedom won, 
 whom with the Father we adore, 
 and Holy Spirit, evermore. 
 
 
   Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. Composite 
   Used by permission  

 

On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry 
 
   1 On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 
 announces that the Lord is nigh; 
 awake and hearken, for he brings 
 glad tidings of the King of kings! 
 
   2 Then cleansed be ev'ry life from sin; 
 make straight the way for God within, 
 and let us all our hearts prepare 
 for Christ to come and enter there. 
 
 
(Cont’d next column)  


