
 

 

St. Mark’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 

 

BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
 

JANUARY 7, 2018 AT 8:15 A.M. 

CONTEMPORARY SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 

INTRODUCTION 

Our re-creation in 
baptism is an 
image of the 
Genesis creation, 
where the Spirit/
wind moved over 
the waters. Both 
Mark’s gospel and 
the story in Acts 
make clear that it 
is the Spirit’s 
movement that 
distinguishes 
Jesus’ baptism 
from John’s. The 
Spirit has come 
upon us as upon 
Jesus and the 
Ephesians, calling 
us God’s beloved 
children and 
setting us on 
Jesus’ mission to 
re-create the 
world in the image 
of God’s vision of 
justice and peace.  



 

 

ST. MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 8:15 A.M. JANUARY 7, 2018 
 

*Please stand if able   P: Pastor; A: Assisting Minister; C: Congregation  
 

GATHERING 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC “Lord, I Lift Your Name on High” Insert 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

*GATHERING SONG  “I’ve Got Peace Like a River” Insert 
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who stretches out the heavens, who sends light to the nations, who  
gives breath to us all. C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
P:  Loving God, 
C:  We confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own ways. Forgive us for the times we have 

spoken or acted too quickly; we have not spoken or acted at all; we have hurt those closest to us; we have 
hurt those we have yet to know; we have thought more about ourselves than others; we have thought less of 
ourselves than we ought. Turn us around, and give us a fresh start, so that we can live again as your children. 
Amen. 

 

P:  Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right. Even when we have messed up, God puts us together. 
God’s love never runs out. God never tires of calling us beloved children. Hear God say to you now: Your sins are 
forgiven, for the sake of  ☩ Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C:  Amen. 
 

*THE PEACE  P: The peace of the Lord be with you.  C: And also with you.   
 

*APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P:  Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters. Immerse us in your grace, 

and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C: Amen. 

 

WORD 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON Rev. Gary Haddock 
*THE GOSPEL READING  P: The Holy Gospel, according to Mark. C: Glory to you, O Lord  Mark 1:4-11 
 P: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
THE SERMON  Rev. Gary Haddock 

*SONG OF THE DAY  “Down to the River” Insert 

*APOSTLES’ CREED  
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our 

Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

*INTERCESSORY PRAYER   A: Let us pray. C: Have mercy, O God. Tim Carpenter   



 

 

MEAL 
 

THE OFFERING / OFFERTORY “Spirit Song” Insert  

*PRESENTATION OF GIFTS AND OFFERTORY  “Communion” 

This is the body. This is the blood. Broken and poured out. For all of us.  
And in this communion we share in His love. This is the body. This is the blood. 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER Tim Carpenter 

A:  Merciful God, receive the gifts we bring, ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Through this meal unite us as 
your body, shining with the light of your justice and mercy; for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. C: Amen. 

*THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER P: Holy...  C:  Amen. 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER  P: Lord, teach us to pray . . .  

C:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time 
of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 

The congregation sits. The following is sung: “Worthy Is the Lamb” 

 Worthy is the Lamb seated on the throne. Crown You now with many crowns. You reign victorious. 

 High and lifted up. Jesus Son of God. The darling of heaven crucified. Worthy is the Lamb. (Repeat 3X) 

DISTRIBUTION 
Holy Communion Invitation: We welcome all who are baptized to the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Communion 
is served by Intinction. You will be given a wafer, which you then dip into the chalice of wine. If unable to come 
forward, stand where you are, and you will be served there. Children who are baptized are welcome to commune.  

COMMUNION SONG “Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone)” Insert 

*POST COMMUNION BLESSING   

After all have returned to their places, the congregation stands and the presiding minister says these words: 

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. C: Amen. 

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER Tim Carpenter 
A:  O Morning Star, fair and bright, you have refreshed us again with heavenly food. You are our dearest treasure. Go 

with us now—today, tomorrow, every day—that we tell the story of your never-ending love and sing your praise 
both now and forever. C: Amen. 

 

SENDING 
 

*BLESSING  P:  Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. C: Amen.  
*SENDING SONG  “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms” Insert 

*DISMISSAL  P: Go in peace. Sound the good news. C: Thanks be to God. 

+ + + 
 

FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given to the glory of God and in honor of our Congregation Council and Altar Guild by the 
St. Mark’s Congregation. 
 

FLOWERS ON THE STAND are given to the glory of God and in honor of Jo Marilyn Hewitt’s 85th birthday today by 
Randyl and Danny Abernathy and family. 

LITURGY -THE WORK OF THE PEOPLE 

Presiding Pastor: Rev. Gary Haddock Assisting Minister:  Tim Carpenter 
Communion Assistants: Shawn & Angela Brown Acolyte: Lindsey Elrod 
Praise Team Leader & Keyboard: Myra Long  Deacons: Scott Ramsey, Gigi Sigmon 
Altar Guild: Edie Connor, Camille Patrick, Gigi Sigmon Tabulators: Mike & Donna Evans, Cathy Sigmon, Nick Setzer 
Vocalists: Tim Carpenter, Tamarah Hefner, Allyson Sestric, Carol Schaefer 
Instrumentalists: Allyson Sestric: Violin & Guitar; Mark Mashburn, Guitar: Aaron Carpenter: Drums 
Tech: Carol Schaefer, Camille Patrick, Tamarah Hefner, Randy Sherrill, Terry Hefner, Tim Sigmon, Barry Bumgarner 
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, P.O. Box 550, 3216 W. Main Street, Claremont, NC 28610 (828) 459-2161 
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8:30-4pm, Friday, 8:30-12:30pm (lisa@smarklc.org) 



 

 

GENESIS 1:1-5 
 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the 
face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”; and 
there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the 
light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
 

PSALM 29 
 

Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. Ascribe to the Lord the glory due God’s name; 
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; the 
Lord is upon the mighty waters. The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; the voice of the Lord is a | voice of splendor. 
The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; the Lord makes Lebanon skip like a 
calf, and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. The voice of the Lord bursts forth in lightning flashes. The voice of the 
Lord shakes the wilderness; the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe 
and strips the forests bare. And in the temple of the Lord all are crying, “Glory!” The Lord sits enthroned above the 
flood; the Lord sits enthroned as king forevermore. O Lord, give strength to your people; give them, O Lord, the 
blessings of peace. 

 
ACTS 19:1-7 

 

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, where he found some 
disciples. He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have 
not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into 
John’s baptism.” Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who 
was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. When Paul 
had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—7altogether 
there were about twelve of them. 
 

MARK 1:4-11 
 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And 
people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized 
by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his 
waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I 
am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming 
up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came 
from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 


