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INTRODUCTION
Lent begins with a solemn
call to fasting and
repentance as we begin
our journey to the
baptismal waters of
Easter. As we hear in
today’s readings, now is
the acceptable time to
return to the Lord.
During Lent the people of
God will reflect on the
meaning of their baptism
into Christ’s death and
resurrection. The sign of
ashes suggests our human
mortality and frailty. What
seems like an ending is
really an invitation to
make each day a new
beginning, in which we are
washed in God’s mercy
and forgiveness. With the
cross on our brow, we long
for the spiritual renewal
that flows from the
springtime Easter feast to
come.

Ash Wednesday
MARCH 1, 2017

A Service of Word & Sacrament
Confession and Imposition of the Ashes
12:10 & 6:10 PM

Ash Wednesday Liturgy

March 1, 2017

*Please stand if able

P: Pastor; C: Congregation
GATHERING

*A READING FROM JOEL 2: 1,-2, 12-16A
*EXHORTATION TO ENTER INTO LENTEN DISCIPLINE
*GATHERING HYMN

“Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling”

#608

*ORDER FOR CONFESSION (BASED ON PSALM 51)
P: Have mercy on me, O God, according to your loving-kindness.
C: In your great compassion, blot out my offenses. Wash me through and through from my wickedness. Cleanse me
from my sin. I know my transgressions. My sin is ever before me. Against you only have I sinned, I have done
what is evil in your sight. You are justified when you speak. You are upright in your judgment.
Silence
P: Lord, in your mercy C: Hear our prayer.
P: Indeed, I have been wicked from my birth, a sinner from my mother’s womb.
C: For behold, you look for truth deep within me. You, alone, will make me understand wisdom secretly. Purge me
from my sin, and I shall be pure. Wash me, and I shall be clean indeed. Make me hear of joy and gladness that the
body you have broken may rejoice.
Silence

P: Lord, in your mercy C: Hear our prayer.
P: Hide your face from my sins.
C: Blot out all my iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not
away from your presence and take not your Holy Spirit from me. Give me the joy of your saving help again.
Sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. I shall teach your ways to the wicked, and sinners shall return to you.
Silence
P: Lord, in your mercy C: Hear our prayer.
P: O God of my salvation, deliver me from death, and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness.
C: Open my lips, O Lord, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise……I was willing to offer you an act of sacrifice
but you take no delight in burnt-offerings. The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit. A broken and contrite heart, O
God, you will not despise.
Silence
P: Lord, in your mercy C: Hear our prayer.
*THE IMPOSITION OF THE ASHES
Please come forward to receive the ashes at the baptism font. Feel free to go to the altar afterwards for prayer.
P: Remember you are dust and to dust you shall return.
After the Imposition of the Ashes the Litany is spoken:
P: Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation.
C: that we may show forth your glory to the world.

P: By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and you forgive the sins of all who are penitent.
Create in us new and honest hearts, so that, truly repenting of our sins, we may receive from you, the God of all
mercy, full pardon and forgiveness through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C: Amen.
WORD
*GOSPEL READING

Matthew 6:1-6, 16 -21

HOMILY

Dr. Gary S. Haddock

*HYMN OF THE DAY
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

“Precious Lord, Take My Hand”

#773

A: Lord, in your mercy C: Hear our prayer.
MEAL

*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER V

p. 65- 66

*LORD’S PRAYER

p. 134

DISTRIBUTION
*POST COMMUNION PRAYER/BLESSING

p. 135

BENEDICTION

p. 136

HISTORY AND SIGNIFICANCE OF LENT
Though the Scriptures do not mention Lent, it has a longstanding tradition in the Church. It began very simply as a
time of preparation for Easter. At first this was a 2-day fast (Friday and Saturday). Though not certain how it
developed, by 350 A.D., the 40-day fast was already established. The earliest reference to a 40 day fast leading up to
Easter is the Second Festal Letter of Athanasius in 330 A.D. Today, Lent begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy
Saturday (Sundays are excluded to preserve the number 40).
Historically, Lent had two major emphases: 1) It was seen as a time of repentance and denial of self. All Christians
were to examine their lives and repent where necessary; and 2) It was a time of instruction and preparation for the
catechumens who were preparing themselves to become members of the Christian Church. Lent is an open invitation
to enter into a deeper relationship with Christ through a conversion of heart and mind. For the baptized it is a return
to their baptism in repentance, confession of sin, amendment of life, through disciplines that deepen and foster one’s
spiritual life, and acts of self sacrifice that focus our call to service.
Lent is taking up our call to become, as Luther said, “little Christs." The work of lent is a noble work of grace and the
Spirit. We are invited and empowered to struggle, grow, and live into who we are called to be, and to become as
those joined to Christ in baptism.
LENTEN EXHORTATION
P: Brothers and sisters: God created us to experience joy in communion with him, to love all humanity, and to live in
harmony with all of his creation. But sin separates us from God, our neighbors, and creation, and so we do not enjoy
the life our Creator intended for us. Also, by our sin we grieve our Father, who does not desire us to come under his
judgment, but to turn and live.
As disciples of the Lord Jesus we are called to struggle against everything that leads us away from love of God and
neighbor. Repentance, fasting, prayer, and works of love - the disciple of Lent - help us to wage our spiritual warfare. I
invite you, therefore, to commit yourselves to this struggle and confess your sins, asking our Father for strength to
persevere in your Lenten discipline.

JOEL 2:1-2, 12-16A

Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, for the day
of the LORD is coming, it is near — a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness! Like blackness
spread upon the mountains a great and powerful army comes; their like has never been from of old, nor will be again
after them in ages to come.
Yet even now, says the LORD, return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; rend
your hearts and not your clothing. Return to the LORD, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and
abounding in steadfast love, and relents from punishing. Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a
blessing behind him, a grain offering and a drink offering for the LORD, your God?
Blow the trumpet in Zion; sanctify a fast; call a solemn assembly; gather the people. Sanctify the congregation;
assemble the aged; gather the children, even infants at the breast.
MATTHEW 6:1-6, 16-21
"Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for then you have no reward from your
Father in heaven. "So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the
synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward.
But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your alms may be done
in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.
"And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the
street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But whenever you
pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret
will reward you.
"And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so as to show others that
they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash
your face, so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees
in secret will reward you. "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where
thieves break in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and
where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Lenten Mid-Week Services on Wednesdays at 12:10pm (communion) & 6:10pm
(March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, April 5; Service on Maundy Thursday at 7pm (April 13)
“Foundations of Faith and for Life: A Lenten Journey Using Luther’s Small Catechism”
The year, 2017, marks the 500th
anniversary of Martin Luther’s posting of
the 95 theses that sparked the
Reformation. In just a few years after
Luther’s posting of the theses it became
clear that a new church would emerge.
Luther visited in the area of Saxony and
discovered the people did not
understand or grasp what Scripture
revealed and taught. In response to this state of affairs he
wrote: The Small Catechism. To celebrate our heritage,
and to grow in our lives of faith, we will use Luther’s The
Small Catechism as the basis of our Lenten journey. We
will reaffirm and explore the foundations that define our
faith and give depth and direction for our lives.

March 1: Ash Wednesday, “Law and Gospel”

March 8: Ten Commandments
“Ten Standards for Assessment and Life”
March 15: The Apostles’ Creed, “The Privilege of Faith”
March 22: The Lord’s Prayer
“Participating in God’s Rule and Will”
March 29: Holy Baptism
“The Blessing and Call to Be Transformed”
April 05: Confession and Absolution
“Broken Lives and Soothing Balm”
April 13: Maundy Thursday (Holy Communion)
“Loving Encounter at the Table”

