
A note from your Congregation Council Executive Team: 
Have you ever wondered what it means to be a member of a ELCA congregation? We 
share this information with you to help in your understanding of membership and also to 
inform you of the choice you have in membership designation on the rolls of St. Mark's. 
We ask that you read through this description especially in regards to the designation of 
Voting member. Also, please note the very last statement which speaks to Pastoral 
Care Concerns for all people. 
We love you, siblings and beloved children of God, and we celebrate our congregation 
family, each and every person. 
 
In this statement you will read that there are five designation for membership as stated 
in our St. Mark's constitution which was update and accepted by congregation vote at 
our called Congregational Meeting on November 13, 2022.  
Chapter 8 of our constitution states: 
*C8.01.      Members of this congregation shall be those baptized persons on the roll of this 
congregation at the time that this constitution is adopted and those who are admitted 
thereafter and who have declared and maintain their membership in accordance with the 
provisions of this constitution and its bylaws. 
*C8.02.      Members shall be classified as follows:                  
 a.     Baptized members are those persons who have been received by the Sacrament of Holy 
Baptism in this congregation, or, having been previously baptized in the name of the Triune 
God, have been received by certificate of transfer from other Lutheran congregations or by 
affirmation of faith. 
 b.    Confirmed members are baptized persons who have been confirmed in this congregation, 
those who have been received by adult baptism or by transfer as confirmed members from 
other Lutheran congregations, or baptized persons received by affirmation of faith.  
c.     Voting members are confirmed members. Such confirmed members, during the current or 
preceding calendar year, shall have communed in this congregation and shall have made a 
contribution of record to this congregation.  Members of this congregation who have satisfied 
these basic standards shall have the privilege of voice and vote at every regular and special 
meeting of this congregation as well as the other rights and privileges ascribed to voting 
members by the provisions of this constitution and its bylaws. They shall not have voted as a 
seasonal member of another congregation of this church in the previous two calendar month. 
d.    Associate members are persons holding membership in other [ELCA] [Lutheran] [Christian] 
congregations who wish to retain such membership but desire to participate in the life and 
mission of this congregation. These individuals have all the privileges and duties of membership 
except voting rights or other rights and privileges ascribed to voting members by the provisions 
of this constitution and its bylaws. 
e.     Seasonal members are voting members of other congregations of this church who wish to 
retain such membership but desire to participate in the life and mission of this congregation, 
including exercising limited voting rights in this congregation.  The Congregation Council may 
grant seasonal membership to such persons provided that this congregation is a member of a 
synod where the Synod Council has approved seasonal member voting on its territory.  Such 
seasonal members shall have all the privileges and duties of voting members except that 



1)    they shall not be eligible for elected office in, or for membership on the Congregation 
Council or on a call committee of, this congregation; 
2)    they shall not have the right to vote on any matter concerning or affecting the call or 
termination of call of any minister of this congregation; 
3)    they shall not have the right to vote on any matter concerning or affecting the affiliation of 
this congregation with this church; 
4)    they shall not be eligible to serve as voting members from this congregation of the Synod 
Assembly or the Churchwide Assembly; 
5)    they shall not, even if otherwise permitted by this congregation, vote by proxy or by 
absentee ballot; and 
6)    they shall not, within any two calendar month period, exercise voting rights in this 
congregation and in the congregation where they remain voting members. 
*C8.03.      All applications for confirmed membership shall be submitted to and shall require 
the approval of the Congregation Council. 
*C8.04.      It shall be the privilege and duty of members of this congregation to: 
a.     make regular use of the means of grace, both Word and sacraments 
b.    live a Christian life in accordance with the Word of God and the teachings of the Lutheran 
church; and 
c.     support the work of this congregation, the synod, and the churchwide organization of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America through contributions of their time, abilities, and 
financial support as biblical stewards. 
*C8.05.      Membership in this congregation shall be terminated by any of the following: 
a.     death; 
 b.    resignation; 
 c.     transfer or release; 
d.    disciplinary action in accordance with Chapter 20 of the constitution and bylaws of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America; or 
e.     removal from the roll due to inactivity in accordance with the provisions of this constitution 
and its bylaws. 
Such persons who have been removed from the roll of members shall remain persons for whom 
the Church has a continuing pastoral concern. 
 


