St. Mark’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
MAY 21, 2017

INTRODUCTION
Jesus does not leave his
followers orphaned.
Through the Holy Spirit
Jesus comes to abide
with his disciples of
every generation. As
Pentecost draws near,
we are reminded that
the risen Christ dwells
in us as the Spirit of
truth. We receive this
Spirit in baptism and
pray that in our
gathering around the
Lord’s table the Spirit
will transform us to be
the body of the risen
Christ in the world.

CONTEMPORARY SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

ST. MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Sixth Sunday of Easter

8:15 a.m.

*Please stand if able

May 21, 2017
P: Pastor; A: Assisting Minister; C: Congregation

GATHERING
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC

“Lord, I Lift Your Name on High”

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
*GATHERING SONG

Insert
Rev. Gary Haddock

“Open the Eyes of My Heart”

Insert

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Merciful God,
C: You sent Jesus Christ to save the lost. We confess that we have strayed from you and turned aside from your
way. We fail in love, neglect justice, and ignore your truth. Have mercy on us and wash away our sin. Create in
us new and clean hearts for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
P: Behold, now is the acceptable time; now is the day of salvation. As a called and ordained minister in the church
of Christ, and on behalf of the risen Christ, I declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins in the name of
the Father, the Son + and the Holy Spirit. C: Amen.
*THE PEACE

P: The peace of the Lord be with you. C: And also with you.

*APOSTOLIC GREETING
P: From the one who is to come; from Jesus Christ, the first fruits of the resurrection, grace and peace be with you
all. C: And also with you.
*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. In your great mercy receive
the prayers of all your children, and give to all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C: Amen.
WORD
CHILDREN’S SERMON
*THE GOSPEL READING

Rev. Paul Christ
P: The Holy Gospel, according to John. C: Glory to you, O Lord.
P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

THE SERMON
*SONG OF THE DAY

John 14:15-27
Rev. Paul Christ

“Love You So Much”

Insert

*APOSTLES’ CREED
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
*INTERCESSORY PRAYER

A: Lord, in your mercy. C: Hear our prayer.

Edie Connor

MEAL
THE OFFERING
*OFFERTORY SONG

“Still”

*PRESENTATION OF GIFTS AND OFFERTORY
“Communion”
This is the body. This is the blood. Broken and poured out. For all of us.
And in this communion we share in His love. This is the body. This is the blood.

Insert

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
Edie Connor
A: Be known to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you were made known to the disciples. Receive these
gifts, and the offering of our lives, that we may be your risen body in the world. C: Amen.
Holy Communion Invitation: Christ invites all who are baptized to the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Communion is
served by Intinction. You will be given a wafer, which you then dip into the chalice of wine. If unable to come
forward, stand where you are, and you will be served there. Children who are baptized are welcome to commune.
*THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER V

P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, … C: Amen.

*THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, teach us to pray . . .
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the
time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.
The congregation sits. The following is sung: “Worthy Is the Lamb”
Worthy is the Lamb seated on the throne. Crown You now with many crowns. You reign victorious.
High and lifted up. Jesus Son of God. The darling of heaven crucified. Worthy is the Lamb. (Repeat 3X)
DISTRIBUTION The congregation communes.
*COMMUNION SONG

“Pass It On”

Insert

*POST COMMUNION BLESSING
After all have returned to their places, the congregation stands and the presiding minister says these words:
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. C: Amen.
*POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Edie Connor
A: Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, water to
give new life, and the bread of heaven to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection
that we may show your glory to all the world; through the same Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. C: Amen.
*BLESSING
P: May God who has called you forth from the dust of the earth, and claimed you as children of the light,
strengthen you on your journey into life renewed. The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine upon
you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you ☩ peace. C: Amen.
*SENDING SONG

“I’ll Fly Away”

Insert

DISMISSAL

P: Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
+++
THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given to the glory of God and in honor of the graduation of Colin Ray from UNC
Charlotte on May 13, and the graduation of Daniel and Sarah Locke from Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary on
May 20, by Jonathan and Kathy Ray.
LITURGY -THE WORK OF THE PEOPLE
Presiding Pastor: Rev. Gary Haddock
Preacher: Rev. Paul Christ
Acolyte: Joseph Carpenter
Assisting Minister: Edie Connor
Communion Assistants: Linda Hewitt, Camille Patrick
Praise Team Leader & Keyboard: Myra Long Deacons: Nicky Setzer, Angela Brown
Vocalists: Tim Carpenter, Tamarah Hefner, Allyson Sestric, Ethan Campbell, Joseph Carpenter
Instrumentalists: Allyson Sestric: Violin & Guitar; Mark Mashburn: Bass Guitar; Aaron Carpenter: Drums
Tech: Carol Schaefer, Camille Patrick, Tamarah Hefner,
Randy Sherrill, Terry Hefner, Colton Ignoffo, Tim Sigmon, Barry Bumgarner
Altar Guild: Carol Schaefer, Cathy Sigmon, Dale & Sandy Sherrill, Harriet Dotson
Tabulators: Mike & Donna Evans, Cathy Sigmon, Nicky Setzer

ACTS 17:22-31
Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in every way. For as I
went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the
inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made
the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor
is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and
all things. From one ancestor, he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their
existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, so that they would search for God and perhaps
grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For ‘In him we live and move and have
our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we too are his offspring.’ Since we are God’s offspring, we
ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals.
While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent,
because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed,
and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”

PSALM 66:8-20
Bless our God, you peoples; let the sound of praise be heard. Our God has kept us among the living and has not
allowed our feet to slip. For you, O God, have tested us; you have tried us just as silver is tried. You brought us into
the net; you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. You let people ride over our heads; we went through fire and water,
but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. I will enter your house with burnt offerings and will pay you my
vows—those that I promised with my lips and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. I will offer you burnt
offerings of fatlings with the smoke of rams; I will give you oxen and goats. Come and listen, all you who believe, and I
will tell you what God has done for me. I called out to God with my mouth, and praised the Lord with my tongue. If I
had cherished evil in my heart, the Lord would not have heard me; but in truth God has heard me and has attended to
the sound of my prayer. Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, nor withheld unfailing love from me.
1 PETER 3:13-22
Who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are
blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, but in your hearts, sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be
ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it with
gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your
good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will,
than to suffer for doing evil. For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to
bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and made a
proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of
Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. And baptism,
which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with
angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.
JOHN 14:15-27
If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to
be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows
him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.
I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me;
because I live, you also will live. On that day, you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They
who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my
Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them." Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, "Lord, how is it that you will
reveal yourself to us, and not to the world?" Jesus answered him, "Those who love me will keep my word, and my
Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. Whoever does not love me does not
keep my words; and the word that you hear is not mine, but is from the Father who sent me.
I have said these things to you while I am still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in
my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I
give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.

