St. Mark’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church

INTRODUCTION
In Isaiah it is the one
God who sits above
the earth and
numbers the stars—
it is that God who
strengthens the
powerless. So in
Jesus’ healing work
we see the hand of
the creator God,
lifting up the sick
woman to health
and service
(diakonia). Like
Simon’s mother-inlaw, we are lifted up
to health and
diakonia. Following
Jesus, we strengthen
the powerless; like
Jesus, we seek to
renew our own
strength in quiet
times of prayer.
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GATHERING
Welcome and Announcements
*Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who stretches out the heavens, who sends light to the nations, who
gives breath to us all. C: Amen. Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
P: Loving God,
C: We confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own ways. Forgive us for the times we have
spoken or acted too quickly; or have not spoken or acted at all; we have thought more of ourselves than
others; or thought less of ourselves than we ought. Turn us around, and give us a fresh start, so that we can
live again as your children. Amen.
P: God in Christ gives us a new beginning. Hear God say to you now: Your sins are forgiven, for the sake of ☩ Jesus
Christ our Savior. C: Amen.
*Sharing the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you. C: And also with you.
*Gathering Hymn
“Gather Us In”
ELW #532
*Apostolic Greeting
ELW p. 120
*Prayer of the Day
P: Everlasting God, you give strength to the weak and power to the faint. Make us agents of your healing and
wholeness, that your good news may be made known to the ends of your creation, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. C: Amen.
WORD
Children's Sermon
Lessons
*Hymn of the Day
*The Gospel Reading
The Sermon
Baptismal Prelude

Isaiah 40:21-31; Psalm 147:1-11, 20c; 1 Corinthians 9:16-23
“Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”
P: The holy gospel according to St. Mark. C: Glory to you, O Lord.
P: The gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Glenn Morrison
ELW #843
Mark 1:29-39
Rev. Gary Haddock
vs. 1, ELW #595

“Jesus Loves Me!”
Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so;
Little ones to him belong, they are weak, but he is strong.
Yes, Jesus loves me, yes, Jesus loves me, yes, Jesus loves me, the Bible tells me so.
Service of Holy Baptism
Kendall Julian Hayes, Cole Andrew Hayes, Sky Edward Hayes
ELW p. 227
Baptismal Hymn
“Borning Cry”
ELW #732
*Intercessory Prayer
A: Let us pray. C: Have mercy, O God.
Glenn Morrison
MEAL
The Offering / Offertory
*Offering Presentation / Response
"Doxology"
ELW #884
*Offertory Prayer
A: Let us pray… C: Amen.
Glenn Morrison
A: Merciful God, receive the gifts we bring, ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Through this meal unite us as
your body, shining with the light of your justice and mercy; for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus
Christ our Lord. C: Amen.
*The Eucharistic Prayer V
ELW p. 65-66

*The Lord's Prayer
Traditional
ELW p. 134
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
The congregation sits. The following is sung:
“Lamb of God”
ELW p. 135
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.
Distribution
Holy Communion Invitation: We welcome all who are baptized to the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Communion
is served by Intinction. You will be given a wafer, which you then dip into the chalice of wine. If unable to come
forward, stand where you are, and you will be served there. Children who are baptized are welcome to commune.
Distribution Music
“Day By Day”
Carol Schaefer
*Post Communion Blessing
*Post Communion Prayer
Glenn Morrison
A: O Morning Star, fair and bright, you have refreshed us again with heavenly food. You are our dearest treasure.
Go with us now—today, tomorrow, every day—that we tell the story of your never-ending love and sing your
praise both now and forever. C: Amen.
SENDING
*The Benediction
P: Almighty God . . . C: Amen.
*Sending Hymn
“God Be with You Till We Meet Again”
Prayer of Blessing for Our Meal
Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

ELW #536

+++
THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given to the glory of God and in memory of Avery Kornegay on his birthday today, by
Tracy Martin and family.
+++
BAPTISMS Kendall Julian Hayes, Cole Andrew Hayes, and Sky Edward Hayes were born on August 23, 2010. They are
the sons of Patrick & Brittany Brown. Grandparents are Doug & Jill Brown, Keith & Teri Crowe.

LITURGY - WORK OF THE PEOPLE
Presiding Pastor: Rev. Gary Haddock
Assisting Minister: Glenn Morrison
Acolyte: Braeden Fox
Communion Assistants: Shawn & Angela Brown
Altar Guild: Rebecca Haddock, Jackie Devlin, David & Lisa Tucker
Deacons: Carol Schaefer, Edie Connor
Tabulators: Hilka Cox, Sue Karen Falls, Celia Hollar, Nick Setzer
Choir Director, Praise Team Leader, Organist, Keyboard: Myra Long
Vocalists: Tim Carpenter, Tamarah Hefner, Allyson Sestric, Carol Schaefer
Instrumentalists: Allyson Sestric: Violin & Guitar; Mark Mashburn, Guitar: Aaron Carpenter: Drums
Tech: Carol Schaefer, Camille Patrick, Tamarah Hefner, Randy Sherrill, Terry Hefner, Tim Sigmon, Barry Bumgarner
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 3216 W. Main Street, P.O. Box 550, Claremont, NC 28610 (828-459-2161)

ISAIAH 40:21-31

Have you not known? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from the beginning? Have you not understood
from the foundations of the earth? It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like
grasshoppers; who stretches out the heavens like a curtain and spreads them like a tent to live in; who brings princes
to naught and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing. Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, scarcely has their
stem taken root in the earth, when he blows upon them, and they wither, and the tempest carries them off like
stubble. To whom then will you compare me, or who is my equal? says the Holy One. Lift up your eyes on high and see:
Who created these? He who brings out their host and numbers them, calling them all by name; because he is great in
strength, mighty in power, not one is missing. Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, “My way is hidden from
the Lord, and my right is disregarded by my God”? Have you not known? Have you not heard? The Lord is the
everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is
unsearchable. He gives power to the faint and strengthens the powerless. Even youths will faint and be weary, and the
young will fall exhausted; but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings
like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.
PSALM 147:1-11, 20C
Hallelujah! How good it is to sing praises to our God! How pleasant it is to honor God with praise! The Lord rebuilds
Jerusalem and gathers the exiles of Israel. The Lord heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds. The Lord
counts the number of the stars and calls them all by their names. Great is our Lord and mighty in power; there is no
limit to God’s wisdom. The Lord lifts up the lowly but casts the wicked to the ground. Sing to the Lord with
thanksgiving; make music upon the harp to our God, who covers the heavens with clouds and prepares rain for the
earth, making grass to grow upon the mountains. God provides food for the cattle and for the young ravens when they
cry. God is not impressed by the might of a horse and has no pleasure in the speed of a runner, but finds pleasure in
those who fear the Lord, in those who await God’s steadfast love. Hallelujah!
1 CORINTHIANS 9:16-23
If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an obligation is laid on me, and woe to me if I do not
proclaim the gospel! For if I do this of my own will, I have a reward; but if not of my own will, I am entrusted with a
commission. What then is my reward? Just this: that in my proclamation I may make the gospel free of charge, so as
not to make full use of my rights in the gospel. For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to
all, so that I might win more of them. To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I
became as one under the law (though I myself am not under the law) so that I might win those under the law. To those
outside the law I became as one outside the law (though I am not free from God’s law but am under Christ’s law) so
that I might win those outside the law. To the weak I became weak, so that I might win the weak. I have become all
things to all people, that I might by all means save some. I do it all for the sake of the gospel, so that I may share in its
blessings.
MARK 1:29-39

As soon as [Jesus and the disciples] left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and
John. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told him about her at once. He came and took her
by the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left her, and she began to serve them. That evening, at sunset, they
brought to him all who were sick or possessed with demons. And the whole city was gathered around the door. And he
cured many who were sick with various diseases and cast out many demons; and he would not permit the demons to
speak, because they knew him. In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place,
and there he prayed. And Simon and his companions hunted for him. When they found him, they said to him,
“Everyone is searching for you.” He answered, “Let us go on to the neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim the
message there also; for that is what I came out to do.” And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in
their synagogues and casting out demons.

