
 

 

St. Mark’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 

 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

APRIL 29, 2018 AT 8:15 A.M. 
 

CONTEMPORARY SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 

INTRODUCTION 
 

This Sunday’s image 
of how the risen 
Christ shares his life 
with us is the image 
of the vine. Christ 
the vine and we the 
branches are alive 
in each other, in the 
mystery of mutual 
abiding that we 
read of in the gospel 
and the first letter 
of John. Baptism 
makes us a part of 
Christ’s living and 
life-giving self and 
makes us alive with 
Christ’s life. As the 
vine brings food to 
the branches, Christ 
feeds us at his table. 
We are sent out to 
bear fruit for the life 
of the world. 



 

 

ST. MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 8:15 A.M. APRIL 29, 2018 
 

*Please stand if able  P: Pastor; A: Assisting Minister; C: Congregation  (ELW—Red Book) 
 

GATHERING 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC “All the People Said Amen” Insert 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Rev. Gary Haddock 
 

*GATHERING SONG  “My Life Is In You” Insert 
 

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM ELW p. 119 
P:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen. 
 

P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. Let us give 
thanks for the gift of baptism. We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the 
waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the 
waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you led your people Israel from 
slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By 
water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of 
all. We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of new life 
in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. To 
you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and 
forever.  C: Amen. 

 

*THE PEACE  P: The peace of the Lord be with you.  C: And also with you.  
 

*APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish our life in his resurrection, 

that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 

WORD 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON Rev. Gary Haddock 

*THE GOSPEL READING  P: The Holy Gospel, according to St. John. C: Glory to you, O Lord  John 15:1-8 

 P: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
THE SERMON  Rev. Gary Haddock 

*SONG OF THE DAY  “Still” Insert 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our 

Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

*INTERCESSORY PRAYER   A: Let us pray. C: Have mercy, O God. Tim Carpenter 
 



 

 

MEAL 
 

THE OFFERING / OFFERTORY SONG “Love You So Much” Insert 

*PRESENTATION OF GIFTS AND OFFERTORY  “Communion” 

This is the body. This is the blood. Broken and poured out. For all of us.  
And in this communion we share in His love. This is the body. This is the blood. 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER Tim Carpenter 

A:  Be known to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you were made known to the disciples. Receive these 
gifts, and the offering of our lives, that we may be your risen body in the world. C: Amen. 

*THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER V 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER  P: Lord, teach us to pray . . .  

C:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time 
of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

The congregation sits. The following is sung: “Worthy Is the Lamb” 

 Worthy is the Lamb seated on the throne. Crown You now with many crowns. You reign victorious. 

 High and lifted up. Jesus Son of God. The darling of heaven crucified. Worthy is the Lamb. (Repeat 3X) 

DISTRIBUTION 
Holy Communion Invitation: We welcome all who are baptized to the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Communion is 
served by Intinction. You will be given a wafer, which you then dip into the chalice of wine. If unable to come forward, 
stand where you are, and you will be served there. Children who are baptized are welcome to commune.  

COMMUNION SONG “Down to the River to Pray” Insert 

*POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

After all have returned to their places, the congregation stands and the presiding minister says these words: 

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. C: Amen. 

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER Tim Carpenter 
A:  Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, water to 

give new life, and the bread of heaven to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection 
that we may show your glory to all the world; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. C: Amen. 

 

SENDING 
 

*BLESSING  P:  Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. C: Amen.  

*SENDING SONG  “My Redeemer Lives” Insert 

*DISMISSAL  P: Go in peace. Sound the good news. C: Thanks be to God. 
 

+ + + 
 

FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR ARE GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD and in honor of Myra Long. 

LITURGY -THE WORK OF THE PEOPLE 
 

Presiding Pastor: Rev. Gary Haddock Assisting Minister:  Tim Carpenter 
Acolyte:  Braeden Fox  Communion Assistants: Kelly Nash, Jim Carpenter 
Praise Team Leader & Keyboard: Myra Long  Deacons: Tiffany Caudill, Tanya Stephenson 
Altar Guild: Hilka Cox, Paul & Kathy Gibson Tabulators: Dotty Isenhour, Chris Cloninger, Nicky Setzer 
Vocalists: Tim Carpenter, Tamarah Hefner, Allyson Sestric, Carol Schaefer 
Instrumentalists: Allyson Sestric: Violin & Guitar; Mark Mashburn, Guitar: Aaron Carpenter: Drums 
Tech: Carol Schaefer, Camille Patrick, Tamarah Hefner, Randy Sherrill, Terry Hefner, Tim Sigmon, Barry Bumgarner 
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, P.O. Box 550, 3216 W. Main Street, Claremont, NC 28610 (828) 459-2161 
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8:30-4pm, Friday, 8:30-12:30pm (lisa@smarklc.org) 



 

 

ACTS 8:26-40 

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 

(This is a wilderness road.) So, he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, 

queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; 

seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 

So, Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” He 

replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the 

scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so 

he does not open his mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken 

away from the earth.” The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or 

about someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news 

about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What 

is to prevent me from being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went 

down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip 

away; the eunuch saw him no more and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing 

through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 
 

PSALM 22:25-31 

From you comes my praise in the great congregation; my vows I will pay before those who fear him. The poor shall eat and 

be satisfied; those who seek him shall praise the LORD. May your hearts live forever! All the ends of the earth shall 

remember and turn to the LORD; and all the families of the nations shall worship before him. For dominion belongs to the 

LORD, and he rules over the nations. To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down; before him shall bow all 

who go down to the dust, and I shall live for him. Posterity will serve him; future generations will be told about the LORD, 

and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, saying that he has done it. 
 

1 JOHN 4:7-21 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever 

does not love does not know God, for God is love. God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into 

the world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to 

be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has 

ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. By this we know that we abide in him 

and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the 

Savior of the world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have known 

and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 

Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in 

this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears 

has not reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers 

or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have 

not seen. The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 
 

JOHN 15:1-8 

 [Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower. He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every 

branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken 

to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can 

you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, 

because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such 

branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever 

you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 


