St. Mark’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church

INTRODUCTION
In Deuteronomy God
promises to raise up
a prophet like Moses,
who will speak for
God; in Psalm 111
God shows the
people the power of
God’s works. For the
church these are
ways of pointing to
the unique authority
people sensed in
Jesus’ actions and
words. We encounter
that authority in
God’s word, around
which we gather, the
word that trumps
any lesser spirit that
would claim power
over us, freeing us to
follow Jesus.

4 EPIPHANY
JANUARY 28, 2018 AT 8:15 A.M.

CONTEMPORARY SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

ST. MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
4 EPIPHANY

8:15 A.M.

*Please stand if able

JANUARY 28, 2018
P: Pastor; A: Assisting Minister; C: Congregation

GATHERING
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC

“Shout to the North”

Insert

“King of Heaven”

Insert

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
*GATHERING SONG

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who stretches out the heavens, who sends light to the nations, who gives
breath to us all. C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
P: Loving God,
C: We confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own ways. Forgive us for the times we have
spoken or acted too quickly; or have not spoken or acted at all; we have thought more of ourselves than
others; or thought less of ourselves than we ought. Turn us around, and give us a fresh start, so that we can
live again as your children. Amen.
P: God in Christ gives us a new beginning. Hear God say to you now: Your sins are forgiven, for the sake of ☩ Jesus
Christ our Savior.
C: Amen.
*THE PEACE

P: The peace of the Lord be with you. C: And also with you.

*APOSTOLIC GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and continually reveal your Son
as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and speak truth to us in our confusion, that all creation will
see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.
WORD
CHILDREN’S SERMON
*THE GOSPEL READING

P: The Holy Gospel, according to Mark. C: Glory to you, O Lord
P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Mark 1:21-28

THE SERMON
Rev. Gary Haddock
*SONG OF THE DAY
“Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing”
Insert
*APOSTLES’ CREED
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
*INTERCESSORY PRAYER

A: Let us pray. C: Have mercy, O God.

Linda Hewitt

MEAL
THE OFFERING / OFFERTORY MUSIC
“Breathe”
Insert
*PRESENTATION OF GIFTS AND OFFERTORY
“Communion”
This is the body. This is the blood. Broken and poured out. For all of us.
And in this communion we share in His love. This is the body. This is the blood.
*OFFERTORY PRAYER
Linda Hewitt
A: Merciful God, receive the gifts we bring, ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Through this meal unite us as
your body, shining with the light of your justice and mercy; for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus
Christ our Lord. C: Amen.
*THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER V
*THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, teach us to pray . . .
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time
of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
The congregation sits. The following is sung: “Worthy Is the Lamb”
Worthy is the Lamb seated on the throne. Crown You now with many crowns. You reign victorious.
High and lifted up. Jesus Son of God. The darling of heaven crucified. Worthy is the Lamb. (Repeat 3X)
DISTRIBUTION
Holy Communion Invitation: We welcome all who are baptized to the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Communion
is served by Intinction. You will be given a wafer, which you then dip into the chalice of wine. If unable to come
forward, stand where you are, and you will be served there. Children who are baptized are welcome to commune.
COMMUNION SONG
“Still”
Insert
*POST COMMUNION BLESSING
After all have returned to their places, the congregation stands and the presiding minister says these words:
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. C: Amen.
*POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Linda Hewitt
A: O Morning Star, fair and bright, you have refreshed us again with heavenly food. You are our dearest treasure. Go
with us now—today, tomorrow, every day—that we tell the story of your never-ending love and sing your praise
both now and forever. C: Amen.
SENDING
*BLESSING
P: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. C: Amen.
*SENDING SONG
“Blessed Assurance”
*DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Sound the good news. C: Thanks be to God.

Insert

+++
FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given to the glory of God, and in memory of Coyte & Macie, brother Joe & wife Jeannie,
and in honor of Craig and Shannon who are celebrating birthdays in February, by Ted & Janice Sigmon.
LITURGY -THE WORK OF THE PEOPLE
Presiding Pastor: Rev. Gary Haddock
Assisting Minister: Linda Hewitt
Communion Assistants: Camille Patrick, Rebecca Haddock
Acolyte: Joseph Carpenter
Praise Team Leader & Keyboard: Myra Long
Deacons: Scott Ramsey, Gigi Sigmon
Altar Guild: Edie Connor, Camille Patrick, Gigi & Stan Sigmon
Tabulators: Mike & Donna Evans, Cathy Sigmon, Nick Setzer
Vocalists: Tim Carpenter, Tamarah Hefner, Allyson Sestric, Carol Schaefer
Instrumentalists: Allyson Sestric: Violin & Guitar; Mark Mashburn, Guitar: Aaron Carpenter: Drums
Tech: Carol Schaefer, Camille Patrick, Tamarah Hefner, Randy Sherrill, Terry Hefner, Tim Sigmon, Barry Bumgarner
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, P.O. Box 550, 3216 W. Main Street, Claremont, NC 28610 (828) 459-2161
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8:30-4pm, Friday, 8:30-12:30pm (lisa@smarklc.org)

DEUTERONOMY 18:15-20
[Moses said:] The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people; you
shall heed such a prophet. This is what you requested of the Lord your God at Horeb on the day of the
assembly when you said: “If I hear the voice of the Lord my God any more, or ever again see this great fire, I
will die.” Then the Lord replied to me: “They are right in what they have said. I will raise up for them a
prophet like you from among their own people; I will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall
speak to them everything that I command. Anyone who does not heed the words that the prophet shall
speak in my name, I myself will hold accountable. But any prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or
who presumes to speak in my name a word that I have not commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet
shall die.”
PSALM 111
Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, in the assembly of the upright, in the
congregation. Great are your works, O Lord, pondered by all who delight in them. Majesty and splendor mark
your deeds, and your righteousness endures forever. You cause your wonders to be remembered; you are
gracious and full of compassion. You give food to those who fear you, remembering forever your covenant.
You have shown your people the power of your works in giving them the lands of the nations. The works of
your hands are faithfulness and justice; all of your precepts are sure. They stand fast forever and ever,
because they are done in truth and equity. You sent redemption to your people and commanded your
covenant forever; holy and awesome is your name. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; all who
practice this have a good understanding. God’s praise endures forever.
1 CORINTHIANS 8:1-13
Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” Knowledge puffs up,
but love builds up. Anyone who claims to know something does not yet have the necessary knowledge; but
anyone who loves God is known by him. Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no
idol in the world really exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” Indeed, even though there may be socalled gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords—yet for us there is one
God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom
are all things and through whom we exist. It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some
have become so accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an idol;
and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. “Food will not bring us close to God.” We are no worse off if we
do not eat, and no better off if we do. But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a
stumbling block to the weak. For if others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol,
might they not, since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to idols?
So by your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. But when you thus sin
against members of your family, and wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ.
Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may not cause one of them to fall.
MARK 1:21-28
[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the synagogue and
taught. They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not as the
scribes. Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, and he cried out, “What have
you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of
God.” But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” And the unclean spirit, convulsing
him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one
another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they
obey him.” At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee.

