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January Council 

Report 

By Simeon Rowland, Clerk 
 

This past month at Fuller we 

saw the remodel of the 

sanctuary getting close to 

completion and anticipate the 

beginning stages of the 

remodel of the back offices. 

The Personnel committee has 

been looking for a Business 

Manager Position and has 

come across a great candidate 

and hopes to have an 

announcement in the future. 

The Council requested that in 

this article I relay parts of the 

Ministry Report that is 

discussed in our meetings so 

that the congregation can see 

the large amount of work our 

leaders do. Every month I will 

look at one pastor or intern 

and give a summary of their 

activities and this week I will 

put the spot light on Matt 

Mulder. Matt is a part of the 

Community Life Committee 

and attends the Administration 

and Council meetings. He is 

currently working on creating 

a curriculum for our Midweek 

Ministries for this upcoming 

spring. Matt is regularly 

scheduled for liturgy and 

sound for our services and on 

January 6
th

 he kicked off our 

series on Vices and Virtues by 

preaching on 1 Kings 21. 

Keep in mind this is all while 

being a full time student. The 

next time you see him be sure 

to thank him for his work, he 

truly goes above and beyond 

his expected duties.  

 

 

 

How Benevolence 

Works and How your 

Contributions Help our 

Church Members and 

our Community 

By Pat DeVries 
 

Have you ever given to the 

Benevolence Fund?  Perhaps 

you are wondering where the 

money goes and how it gets 

there.  During the time that I 

have been the Benevolence 

Bookkeeper, we have had a 

wide variety of requests and 

disbursements.  We have 

assisted with rents and 

deposits, utilities and water 

bills. We have also assisted 

with furniture, school 

uniforms, bus tickets, and 

once we helped a person with 

new dentures.  

 

The Benevolence Fund is used 

mostly for two categories of 

people: those who are 

members of the church 

(internal benevolent requests) 

and those who are from 

Fuller’s target area: 

Kalamazoo to Giddings and 

Fisk to Boston.  

 

Internal requests go to the 

Internal Benevolence Team. 

The Internal Benevolence 

Team is made up of the care 

group elder and deacon of the 

person in need. Other people 

may be on the team, 

depending on the size of the 

request. If a church member 

has a financial need, they 

should contact his or her elder 

or deacon.  

 

Once a need is identified, the 

elder and deacon contacts the 

Benevolence Bookkeeper to 

check for previous requests 

and assistance the member 

may have received in the past. 

After that, the elder and 

deacon interview the member 

to gather information 

concerning the case, to 

evaluate the urgency of the 

situation and to begin 

formulating a plan of action. 

(Council Handbook, 2016, 

Internal Benevolence 

Requests, Appendix 3, page 

13). 

 

Priority is given to the needs 

within the church, but we do 

answer needs in Fuller’s target 

area as well. In regard to a 

request from someone in our 

target area - the 

Administrative Assistant is 

usually the person to receive 

those calls or a person may 

drop in and talk to Marci 

directly about their request of 

assistance. If the caller is in 

our target area, the A.A. fills 

out the Benevolence Request 
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Form and emails it to the 5-

member benevolence team 

and to ACCESS. The 

Administrative Assistant 

refers those cases outside our 

area to the appropriate 

churches. 

 

The Benevolence Bookkeeper 

contacts the requestor, verifies 

the request perhaps by calling 

the landlord or other creditor, 

and sets up a meeting with the 

requestor and members of the 

Benevolence Team. The 

Benevolence Team for 

external requests is made up 

of the Benevolence 

Bookkeeper, the Assistant 

Benevolence Bookkeeper, two 

lay benevolence deacons, and 

the president of the Diaconate. 

  

ACCESS assists by giving 

previous history on the 

requestor, suggestions on 

other community resources to 

refer the person and often 

writes the check to the creditor 

once the team reaches a 

decision. 

 

These are the guidelines we 

use to determine how we 

proceed with a request. 

Because each case is unique, 

each case is handled 

differently within the 

guidelines. We are thankful 

for your generosity over the 

years. We have rarely, if ever, 

had to turn a case away 

because of lack of funds. We 

pray for God’s continuing 

guidance in making these 

benevolence decisions and ask 

for your prayers as well.  

Thank you Fuller! 

(Editor’s note: Thanks to Joel 

Veldheer for writing this down 

and sending it to me) 

What members wrote on 

the steps of our new 

sanctuary platform: 
 

But the Lord stood and gave 

me strength.  2 Timothy 4: 7 
 

May steps lead to fully 

embracing your grace. 
 

May our love bring peace 
 

Continue to be a beacon of 

light, love and hope at Fuller 

to a world in need. 
 

Lord I thank you for your 

faithfulness in the 

establishment of this church. 
 

Thank you Fuller Avenue 

CRC for your concern for me 

and my family. 
 

Stay true to who you are. 

God be with you, blessings. 

God Lord of all Lords, King 

of all Kings, God of all. 
 

God’s peace be with you. 
 

King of Kings Lord of Lords 

God of all truth. 
 

May the Lord smile on us and 

give us this peace. 
 

John 17: 20-21: My prayer is 

not for them alone.  I pray also 

for those who will believe in 

me through their message that 

all of the may be on one, 

Father, just as you are in me 

and I am in you.  May they 

also be in us so that the world 

may believe that you have sent 

me. 

 

Ephesians 4: 11: As a prisoner 

for the Lord then I urge you to 

live a life worthy of the calling 

you have received.  Be 

completely humble and gentle; 

be patient, bearing with one 

another in love.  Make every 

effort to keep the unity of the 

Spirit through the bond of 

peace.  There is on body and 

one Spirit just you were called 

to one hope, one Lord, one 

faith, one baptism, one God 

and Father of all who is over 

all and through all and in all. 
 

I Corinthians 16: 13: Be on 

your guard; stand firm in the 

faith; be men of courage; be 

strong.  Do everything in love. 

 

 

Thankful Blessings from 

our worship service of 

January 6, 2019: 
(There were many blessings 

that were repeated) 

1. Fuller family 

2. Renewal 

3. Recovery from surgery 

4. Love of family 

5. Friendship 

6. My wife  

7. Forgiveness 

8. Sunshine 

9. Birth of Jesus 

10. Being short 

11. Health and family 

12. Baby 

13. New grandchild 

14. Healing 

15. Good health 

16. Music 

17. God’s promise to be with 

us 

18. Learning 

19. For our new wheelchair 

ramp 
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20. Jesus saves 

21. Mama 

22. New life 

23. Salvation 

24. Snow, sunshine, water 

25. New job 

26. God’s presence in my life 

27. Bekki 

28. Sleep 

29. Shelter, food and health 

30. Pregnancy 

31. Skiing 

32. Christ’s love 

33. Kids 

34. Life 

35. Grace and peace 

36. Flowers, grass, trees 

37. Church life 

38. Church membership 

39. Hands 

40. Legs 

41 Fingers 

 

 

 

A Letter from Jana 

Dykhuis, our Former 

Choir Director 
 

December 2018 

Dear friends and family,   

 

2018 has come to a close, and 

as I look back at its challenges 

and joys, I am thankful for the 

ways you have been a part of 

my life, whether in prayers, 

memories, day-to-day life, or 

experiences that have shaped 

who I am today. It is a gift to 

be able to share a little bit of 

how God’s hand has been at 

work in the past year. 

 

Much of my time is spent 

playing piano and conducting 

for my job at Northside 

Christian 

Academy in Charlotte, NC. 

Woohoo for the completion of 

year one of teaching and the 

start of year two--a milestone! 

This year saw numerous 

concerts and field trips with 

my choirs, chapels with my 

praise teams, and also 

photography with my 

yearbookers this fall. Let’s not 

forget the plethora of emails, 

lesson plans, and behind-the-

scenes work that makes 

teaching possible. 

 

I also spent a lot of time in the 

theater world this year.  

Northside’s middle and high 

school students performed  

Fiddler on the Roof  in the 

spring, and when I wasn’t 

music directing, I was             

helping with choreography, 

staging, and more. In the 

summer, I performed in 

Central Piedmont Community 

College’s production of  

Oklahoma! as Gertie and kept 

learning first-hand how much 

goes into a production. When I 

wasn’t twirling parasols or 

clapping along with the 

schoolhouse raising, I was 

angrily swinging purses or 

stealthily moving set pieces. It 

was certainly “all hands on 

deck!”  This fall, I also tried 

my hand at directing with our 

elementary school’s 

production of The Best 

Christmas Pageant Ever. 

 

Westminster Presbyterian 

Church has also extended “the 

right hand of Christian 

fellowship” in welcoming me 

as a member.  They certainly 

are a place to “serve and be 

served, to love and be              

loved.” It is a blessing to have 

a church family that reaches 

out to invite me for meals and 

holidays, to greet me on 

Sundays, and to provide 

opportunities to give back in 

worship with time, tithe, and 

talent. My hands were busy 

this summer with our VBS 

song motions, and this winter 

it was an absolute delight to 

direct the choir during our 

Lessons and Carols service. 

 

My hands have also been busy 

around the house, tending my 

plants, cooking and baking, 

and moving boxes into a new 

apartment this fall with one of 

the new teachers at Northside. 

What a blessing to have a 

lovely home to return to after 

long days.  

 

I also waved hello and 

goodbye to family and friends 

this summer after a wonderful 

Dykhuis Family Reunion and 

some side visits with friends 

from Chicago, Michigan, and 

Canada.  My hands chopped 

veggies for meals, kayaked on 

a lake, played cards and board 

games, read       books to my 

nephews, and admired a 

myriad of quilts that my 

grandma and aunt had stitched 

together as gifts for every 

member of our family. We 

also gave each other hugs and 

held hands in prayer as we 

savored our time together and 

how faithful God has been to 

our family.   

 

A few months later, we 

gathered again for my 



 

5 

 

 

grandma’s funeral.  As my dad 

reflected, my grandma loved 

with her hands. She raised six  

wonderful children and over 

twenty grandchildren, keeping 

them fed with her gardening 

and baking, clothed with her 

sewing, and loved with her 

many other forms of serving. 

As I sang in “He Leadeth 

Me,” it was certainly God’s 

hand that guided hers for over 

ninety years. As we said our 

final goodbyes, our hands 

dropped flowers on her casket, 

hugged each other close, and 

celebrated her beautiful 

legacy.  It is in times like these 

when words sometimes fail us 

that music grabs hold of our 

hearts and captures our 

imaginations and feelings in 

powerful and meaningful 

ways. One of the biggest gifts 

for me this year is being a part 

of the Charlotte Master 

Chorale and Chamber Singers. 

To be able to join with other 

musicians and have a hand in 

creating beautiful music has 

been so rewarding. To learn 

and grow from the cultivation 

of such an artistically 

excellent and relevant group 

has brought tremendous joy 

and meaning, reminding me 

why I do what I do in the 

midst of the hard days.  With 

this in mind, I would love to 

leave you with a song called 

“When the King Shall Come 

Again” that I learned for a 

Lessons and Carols service 

with Calvin College that has 

stuck with me and continues 

to be my prayer as we look 

ahead not only to a new year 

but to a time when God will 

make everything right again--a 

time where deaf ears will hear 

silent tongues sing for joy, 

where blind eyes will see the 

dead leaping, and where all 

people will praise our God and 

King forever and ever. Amen. 

Until then, may God 

strengthen our feeble hands 

and knees and may you 

experience his inexplicable 

joy and life-giving power in 

the year ahead.   

  

Love,   Jana   

  

“When the King Shall Come 
Again” 
(based on Isaiah 35) 
https://www.youtube.com/w
atch?v=fHzE2I_ciDw 
 
When the King shall come 
again, 
all his power revealing; 
splendor shall announce his 
reign, 
life and joy and healing: 
earth no longer in decay, 
hope no more frustrated; 
this is God's redemption 
day 
longingly awaited. 
 
In the desert trees take root 
fresh from God's creation; 
plants and flowers and 
sweetest fruit 
join the celebration. 
Rivers spring up from the 
earth, 
barren lands adorning: 
valleys, this is your new 
birth; 
mountains, greet the 
morning! 
 

Strengthen feeble hands 
and knees; 
fainting hearts, be cheerful! 
God who comes for such as 
these, 
seeks and saves the 
fearful. 
Deaf ears hear the silent 
tongues 
sing away their weeping; 
blind eyes see the lifeless 
ones 
walking, running, leaping. 
 
There God's highway shall 
be seen 
where no roaring lion, 
nothing evil or unclean 
walks the road to Zion: 
ransomed people, 
homeward bound, 
all your praises voicing, 
see your Lord with glory 
crowned,  
share in his rejoicing!  
 

 

 

January Series: Kara 

Powell, Growing Young: 

Helping Young People 

Discover and Love the 

Church 
 

Other members of this church 

and I attended the January 8 

January Series featuring 

speaker, Kara Powell, who is 

the executive director of the 

Fuller Youth Institute, a 

faculty member at Fuller 

Theological Seminary and an 

author and co-author of 

several books. 

 

She spoke on Growing Young: 

Helping Young People 

Discover and Love the 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fHzE2I_ciDw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fHzE2I_ciDw
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Church.  She speaks from 

experience on how to grow 

your church young from her 

and her team’s 4-year 

interdenominational research 

and has spent the last 3 

decades with youth.  The 

reality is that after high school 

graduation 1 in 2 young 

people will drift from church.  

Congregations are 

experiencing some and 

perhaps more than half of their 

young people drifting from 

their church thus leaving an 

aging church.  And church 

attendance is declining but she 

and her team wanted to 

present hope to these 

congregations so she and her 

team interviewed 250 

churches and parishes that are 

especially effective in 

engaging 15 to 29 year-olds 

and from their analysis came 

up with 6 core commitments 

with the greatest proven 

efforts that a church needs to 

grow young or what it takes to 

engage with young people 

because young people can 

energize your church and help 

you toward a vibrant 

congregation or the word they 

heard more than any other was 

“vitality”.  Due to time 

constraints she only talked 

about 3.  Her book, Growing 

Young by Kara Powell, Jake 

Mulder, and Brad Griffin 

explains all 6 core 

commitments in detail. 

 

The first core commitment is 

unlock keychain leadership.  

Keys refer to capabilities, 

power, and access of leaders 

that carry the potential to 

empower young people – to 

let young people flourish.  

Keychain leaders recognize 

that they possess the keys on 

their keychain to empower the 

young people with their own 

set of keys.  Keychain leaders 

are located in all areas of the 

church and of all ages not just 

the younger leaders.  They 

have the opportunity to 

influence a whole generation.  

A church should identify the 

leadership, invest in their 

training and do thoughtful 

mentoring with young people 

before you give them the keys. 

 

The second core commitment 

was fuel a warm community.  

So what do the young people 

say when describing their 

church as effective with young 

people?  These words were 

repeated; words such as 

welcoming, accepting, 

belonging, authentic, 

hospitable, and caring with 1 

in 3 saying it’s about warmth .  

They call this the warmth 

cluster.  Warmth helps young 

people find and stick with a 

church. Warmth means “like 

family”.  It’s about warm 

intergenerational relationships. 

 

The third core commitment 

was prioritize young people 

and families everywhere 

meaning a church is paying 

attention to young people and 

their families in philosophy, 

budget, worship gatherings, 

staffing, support, and on the 

job training.  Parents need 

support. Prioritize young 

people everywhere.  Ask 

“How will young people be 

involved?”  Ask for 

participants not volunteers.  A 

church should invite them to 

do significant work.  Everyone 

rises when young people are 

involved. 

 

If you wish to listen to her 

speech go to 

http://calvin.edu/january-

series/speakers/ 

 

If you wish to participate in a 

book study of Growing Young 

please contact John Straatsma, 

774-8767 or 

straatsmaj@yahoo.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

There will not be a March or 

April issue of the Fuller Life 

 

 

 

 

 

 
How does Moses make his 
tea?  Hebrews it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://calvin.edu/january-series/speakers/
http://calvin.edu/january-series/speakers/


 

7 

 

 

   

 
1  Maria Lara 

Mitogo Opira & Fran 
Mavindi (1992) 

3  Sherrie Brown 

4  Connie Scheurwater 

5  Brian Turnbull (M) 

6  Ruth Romeyn, Julian 
Markiewicz,     

7  Jana (Veldheer) Hoglund 

8  Patt Van Vels 

9  Gary & Patt Van Vels 
(1968) 

11 Jack Posthumus 

12 Marlene Natelborg 

14 Jeff Bolthouse 

15 Joan Stuursma, Casey 
Ter Haar 

16  Marilyn Braman 

17  Miki De Windt, Mary 
Ippel 

19  Christian Posthumus 

20  Laura (Kooy) Nauff  

21  Eric Schering (M), 
Capone Zertuche 

22  Andrea Rowland 

24  Barbara Bjelland, Becky 
Dunne, Fran Mavindi, 
Sharon Segaar-King (M) 

25  Maxine Jansz (M) 

26  Daryl Van Dyken (M) 

27  Brian Bode, Jossiah 
Seng 

28  Charles Jansz (M) 
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How is your knowledge of scripture? 
 

The reigns of how many judges are stated in the book of Judges? 
 
 

After his arrest by King Herod, how was Peter able to escape from his 
imprisonment? 
 
 

During their wanderings in the desert, the Israelites stoned a man to death for 
collecting wood.  Why? 
 
 

Which of Solomon’s sons was the last king of a united Israel? 
 
 

Whose wife cautioned him to have nothing to do with Jesus? 
 
 

In Genesis 37, who bought Joseph from his brothers? 
 
 

Which three disciples did Jesus ask to keep watch with him in the Garden of 
Gethsemane? 
 
 

For how long had Lazarus been dead when Jesus restored him to life? 
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February 2019 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     
 

1 

 

2 
 

3 
SECOM food 

offering 

6:30 pm: 

Super Bowl 

Party 

4 5 
1:45 pm: 

Staff 

meeting 

6 

 

7 
7 pm: 

Council 

8 9 
7 pm: 

Pinochle 

7 pm: Griffins 

Game 

10 
Communion 
 

 

11 
7 pm: 

Community 

Life 

12 
 

13 

 

14 
 

15 16 
 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
1:30 pm: 

Staff 

Meeting 

6:30 pm: 

Mid-Week 

Ministry 

Dinner 

 

20 
7 pm: Admin  

 

21 22 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
6:30 pm: 

Mid-Week 

Ministry 

27 
 

28 
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