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September Council 

Report 

By Simeon Rowland, Clerk 
 

The past month has been a 

busy and exciting month for 

Council. We had the pleasure 

of meeting with Joy Choi, a 

Calvin student, who will be 

joining our church. After a 

delay to the renovations of the 

sanctuary, a new contractor 

has been assigned and 

construction will start later in 

the fall. The Council is 

anticipating rolling out a fund 

raising initiative in the fall to 

help with the costs of the 

renovations to parts of the 

church. The fund raising 

initiative will include some 

fun activities and great ways 

that the congregation can 

become involved with all that 

is going on. Lastly, the 

leadership has put together a 

team to find a new Faith 

Formation Director.  They will 

define the job responsibilities 

and hope to start the interview 

process in the next few 

months.  

 

Tuesday Family Night 

By Kent Sanders 
 

It is with happy hearts and full 

stomachs that we wrap up our 

Tuesday Family Nights. A 

special thank you to all the 

volunteers. As well as an 

additional thank you to all 

who donated supplies, money, 

and the food necessary to 

make Family Nights possible. 

It is because of God’s 

providence and the selfless 

service of our volunteers that 

the good news of God is made 

implicitly winsome here at 

Fuller Ave. 

 

We started off our summer 

with a “baah” as goats, chicks, 

bunnies and other critters 

flooded the parking lot for our 

critter barn kickoff. Families 

enjoyed petting the animals 

while gulping down a couple 

of hot dogs followed by 

Fuller’s world famous snow 

cones. Thankfully the sheep 

left the project neighborhood 

house lawn intact, so we 

should be okay for next year. 

 

As the weeks moved forward 

we continued growing in 

community. Celebrating with 

such guest and events as 

Kevin Kameraad , St.Sinner 

Orchestra, Master Arts 

Theatre and of course our very 

own Big Top On the Blacktop. 

During these fine 

performances, our craft tables 

produced artwork in 

abundance. Mystery prizes 

and bakery pastries were 

raffled off and won, books 

were given away by 

Mr.Gordy, friendships were 

made, strengthened and grown 

in Christ, children ran about 

and longtime neighbors picked 

from the fruitful harvest of our 

community garden. 

 

And though it is not often that 

in a world of brokenness we 

are able to see glimmers of 

God’s hope, the in-breaking of 

his divine action at work. With 

the help of the Holy Spirit and 

a willingness to pause and 

accept God’s abundant 

blessing. Evenings like 

Tuesday Family Nights 

remind us that as Christians 

our hope is not in vain. That 

one day we will all sit in 

joyful exaltation at the 

marriage super of the lamb. 

And who knows, maybe there 

will be some hot dogs and 

basketball there too. 

 

 

 

StreetFest 
By Kent Sanders 

  

StreetFest this year was blast. 

A much deserved thank you to 

all of our volunteers who gave 

their time, effort and tools to 

serve our neighborhood. On 

the morning of August 31
st
, 

roughly twenty Calvin 

students arrived at Fuller Ave. 

at 11:30 am. We ate lunch and 

got to know one another a bit 

better as well as the history of 

Fuller. Following lunch we 

toured through the parish area 

explaining a bit of the history 

of the neighborhood with its 

businesses and schools. 

 

As the day moved onwards 

half the group went to work at 
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the house of J.D. Hoskins to 

pull up weeds, trim bushes, 

and dig up a large stump that 

had been causing damage to 

the foundation of the house 

and backyard fence.  Students 

there worked tirelessly under 

the warm sun chopping down 

two trees before then taking a 

brief afternoon break to talk to 

J.D. and drink up his wisdom 

on everyday life choices. 

 

On the other side of the 

neighborhood students and 

leaders worked on the house of 

Lula Vance tearing up pesky 

yucca plants and other piles of 

brush to help restore order to 

the backyard. The students 

there also had the pleasure of 

hearing a bit of Lula’s story 

and some of the struggles and 

blessings she has experienced. 

This allowed them an intimate 

look at the life of one of our 

neighbors who otherwise we 

would not get to know.  

 

Around 3:00 pm after a few 

hours of hard work. The 

students made the long trek 

back to Fuller Ave. and 

reflected as a group on the 

experience of their labor and 

surmising the impact and 

continual effort required to 

promote thriving in the 

community. And though 

StreetFest is never easy, 

especially considering most 

students aren’t fond of free 

labor - jokes were shared, 

relationships were formed and 

strengthened, and perhaps 

most importantly people in the 

community were served.  

 

 
2018 StreetFest group 
 

  
J.D. Hoskins is a neighbor on Alto SE.   Gordy with the  

help of Calvin students cut down a tree in his yard. 
 

 
Taking a water break and listening to J.D. Hoskins tell 

them about his life and faith. 
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2018-2019 
 
Elders 
President:  Pastor Nate DeJong McCarron 
Pastor of Congregational Care:  Phil DeJonge 
Vice President:  Daryl Vriesenga 
Clerk:  Simeon Rowland 
Care Group 1:  Gerry Rozeboom 
Care Group 2:  John Straatsma 
Care Group 3:  Bruce Engbers 
Care Group 4:  Mary Speyer 
Care Group 5:  Marilyn Braman 
Care Group 6:  Caryl VandeVoort 
 
Deacons 
President:  Dan Kooy 
Secretary:  Betty Jonker 
Benevolence Chair:  Pat DeVries 
Assistant Benevolence Deacon:  AJ Heyboer 
Budget Bookkeeper:  Miki DeWindt 
Care Group 1:  Sharon Rietberg 
Care Group 2:  Jerry VanVeen 
Care Group 3:  Richard Rietberg 
Care Group 4:  Manuel Lara 
Care Group 5:  Betty Jonker 
Care Group 6:  Jim Fischer 
 
Administration Committee 
Daryl Vriesenga (Chair), Dan Kooy, Jim Krosschell, Nate DeJong McCarron, Simeon Rowland, 
Greg VanStee, Jan VanVeen  
 
 
 

 
The deadline for the November 2018 Fuller Life is Sunday, October 21, 2018 
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An Introduction to our Fuller Project Neighborhood House Calvin College Students 
 

Here is a photograph of our Project Neighborhood House students to help you identify our new students. In 

order it is: Isabelle Selles, Emma Johnson, Ashley Tubergan, Lexi Jones, and Joy Choi. 
 

 
 

Hi!  My name is Isabelle 

Selles. I am a senior at Calvin 

College studying English 

literature and French. As a 

child, I spent time living in 

France and reading lots of 

books – interests I continue to 

pursue at Calvin. In my free 

time, I enjoy reading the news, 

playing my clarinet, and 

downhill skiing. As a Grand 

Rapids native, I am excited to 

be a member of Project 

Neighborhood in partnership 

with Fuller Avenue CRC. 

 

My name is Emma Johnson. I 

am a Junior at Calvin College. 

I am from Midland, Michigan. 

I am an Elementary Education 

Major with a major in 

integrated science and a minor 

in urban studies. I am very 

excited to be living in your 

Project Neighborhood House 

and to be serving the church. 

 

Hello! I am Ashley Tubergen 

and I’m a Junior at Calvin 

College studying Nursing and 

Psychology. I would 

eventually like to go onto 

graduate school to pursue the 

occupation of a Psychiatric 

Nurse Practitioner. I am very 

interested in all aspects of 

mental health and would like 

to provide medical care to 

those who suffer from it. In 

my free time I like to spend 

time with family/friends, 

dance, travel, and watch 

movies. I am so looking 

forward to living in the Fuller 

house this year and getting to 

know everyone. You have all 

made me feel so welcomed 

and I can’t wait to continue to 

serve alongside you all this 

year. 

 

Hi! My name is Lexi Jones. I 

am a senior at Calvin College 

and will be graduating this 

December. I am majoring in 

English Writing with minors 

in English as a Second 

Language, as well as 

Congregational and Ministry 

Studies with emphases in 

Youth Ministry and Missions. 

In my spare time, I love to 

read, although I rarely finish a 

book because there are just so 

many books I want to get my 

hands on! I also love any 

activity outdoors including 

riding dirt bikes and atvs, 

going to the beach, or taking a 

walk.  

 

My name is Hyeryeong Choi 

(Joy) and I am a Junior 

studying Biology at Calvin 

College. I am a Korean but I 

have lived in the Philippines 

for the majority of my life 

because my parents are 

missionaries there. Some 

things I love include animals, 

babies, and food :) This will 

be my second year at the 

Fuller house and church. 
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Global Outreach Week 

By Paul Van Beek 
 

The 2018 Global Outreach 

Week is being held October 7 

and October 14. Yes, one of 

the key tasks of GO Week is 

to ask Fuller members to open 

their hearts and their wallets 

and make a financial pledge to 

support our missionaries. That 

is so vital, but we hope to 

accomplish more than just 

that. During GO Week we 

want you and all of our 

members to experience 

opportunities to meet some of 

the people that Fuller supports 

and learn more about their 

work and their needs. You will 

also hear messages focused on 

what missions means and how 

we all are directed to be part 

of Fuller's response to our 

Lord's call to help gather the 

harvest. 

 

The theme for Global 

Outreach Week is “The Power 

of Partnering”. Pastor Nate 

will kick off the GO Week by 

delivering the sermon for the 

morning service on October 7. 

Saint Paul, one of the first and 

most reknown missionaries, 

also wrote much of the New 

Testament. Pastor Nate will 

use Paul's ancient writings to 

teach contemporary Christians 

how we can aid our 

missionaries in meeting the 

Great Commission in the 21
th

 

century. 

 

Following a time of fellowship 

and coffee, please come to the 

Adult Education period. Betsy 

Turnbull will update us about 

their ministry at The House 

and Emmaus Road Church in 

Seattle. Betsy says that they 

work to build one-to-one 

relationships and have earned 

the right to be heard in their 

neighborhood. 

 

Moses Chung, former Director 

of Christian Reformed Home 

Missions and currently 

Resonate's  Director of 

Mission Innovation, will 

deliver the message in Fuller's 

morning service on October 

14. 

 

For the October 14 evening 

service, Sharon Segaar-King 

will lead a prayer service. 

Sharon is uniquely equipped 

to teach us how to pray in a 

more informed and effective 

manner. 

 

Please take the opportunities 

that GO Week offers to 

strengthen your commitment 

to missions by attending as 

many events as your calendar 

permits. You will be glad that 

you did. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
October 
Anniversaries and 
Birthdays 
 

2   Zander Elzinga, Deb 
Gabites 

4   Polly Slotsema 

5   Barb Engbers, Greg 
Scheer, Tony Schering (M) 
6   Penny Schering (M)  
7   Marcus Feyen, Juniper 
Haan 

8   Alex DeJong McCarron 

9   David & Kimmi Vu 
Lagerwey (2004) 
10 Andrea Brown, David 
Lagerwey 

11 Dawn Cornell, Don Van 
Stee 

12 Jack Stegink, Eric 
Straatsma 

14 Allison (Hollemans) 
Postma        
15 AJ Heyboer, Pauline 
Hoolsema 

     Jerry & Jan Van Veen 
(1977) 
16 Hannah Segaar-King 
(M) 
18 Dennis & Karen Vander 
Meer (1974) 
21 Justin Haan 

22 Essence Shields 

24 Edna Venlet 
25 Dan Rietberg 

26 Bruce Engbers 

28 Dave De Windt 
31 Ruth Speyer 
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October 2018 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 
6:30 pm: 

Mid-Week 

Ministries 

3 
9:30 am: 

Women’s 

Bible Study 

 

4 
7 pm: 

Council 

5 
 

6 
 

7 
Global 

Outreach 

Week  
 

Lord’s 

Supper,  

Faith Promise 

& SECOM 

Offerings 

8 
 

9 
6:30 pm: 

Mid-Week 

Ministries 

10 
9:30 am: 

Women’s 

Bible Study 

 

11 
 

 

12 
 

13 
am: Project 

Neighbor-

hood 

Retreat 
 

pm: Seniors 

Dinner 

14 
Global 

Outreach 

Week 

15 
 

16 
6:30 pm: 

Mid-Week 

Ministries 

17 
9:30 am: 

Women’s 

Bible Study 

 

18 
6 pm: 

Diabetes 

Prevention 

Program 

 

19 
 

20 
7 pm: 

Pinochle 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
6:30 pm: 

Mid-Week 

Ministries 

24 
9:30 am: 

Women’s 

Bible Study 
 

7 pm: Admin 

 

25 
 

26 
 

27 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
6:30 pm: 

Mid-Week 

Ministries 

31 
9:30 am: 

Women’s 

Bible Study 
 

6:30-8 pm: 

Trunk or Treat 
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