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October Council 

Report 

By Barb Straatsma, Clerk 

 

The church calendar year has 

started with many activities 

and group meetings occurring 

in the past two months.  The 

same can be said for our 

committees.  Most of our 

committees met in the last two 

months.  I will fill you in on 

what’s happening at our 

church – many good things - 

some new and some 

continuing. 

 

You will be pleased to know 

that our church according to 

the September 12, 2015 

Treasurer Report is in good 

financial shape.  Our offerings 

for the Fuller Ministries Fund 

had an 18.78% increase over 

last year at this time and our 

Christian Education is 13.17% 

ahead of last year.  Our thanks 

to Terry Idema for giving us 

the financial reports every 

month.  Council will look at 

the 2016 budget at its next 

meeting. 

We will continue with the 

varied p.m. worship services 

in 2016.  There was a desire to 

keep the variety.  There will 

be no evening services from 

June 5 – September 4.  There 

is an Advent Planning Team 

in place. 

 

The Faith Formation 

Committee met twice in 

August.  Teachers and 

material are in place.  The 

committee recommended 

hiring an individual to staff 

the nursery each week.  The 

motion was approved by 

Council.  This individual will 

probably be someone from the 

congregation and have one 

Sunday off per month at a cost 

of $30/week.  There will be an 

age-appropriate faith forming 

nursery experience (a Bible 

story, songs, etc.).  Children in 

grades 3-5 will remain in the 

sanctuary for intergenerational 

worship.  There are adult 

mentors in place for our 3 

High School students.  We 

will continue with Adult 

Education for the 2015-2016 

school year but in the fall of 

2016 it will be moved to our 

Mid-Week Ministries Night, 

an evening of a meal, 

programs, and classes.  

Council approved their motion 

to hire a Director of Faith 

Formation.  Pastor Nate has 

written a Classis Grand Rapids 

East grant to cover part of the 

cost.  There will also be a line 

item in the budget for salary.  

This will be a part-time, 15 

hours/week position.  This 

person, along with the Faith 

Formation Committee, 

Ministry Leaders, staff, and 

congregation will launch a 

fully reorganized faith 

formation program.  At this 

time no further meetings are 

necessary as they have 

fulfilled their mandate.  Our 

thanks to Marilyn Braman, 

Pastor Nate, Samantha DeJong 

McCarron and Jeri Hoek. 

 

A few changes were made to 

the Lead Pastor Position 

Description.  Pastor Morris 

did not have a position 

description but does now.  

Both were approved for the 

Council Handbook. 

 

Our church has an old 

infrastructure of wiring going 

to old equipment.  Some of 

our equipment is becoming 

obsolete.  To upgrade one item 

starts a ripple effect of 

needing to upgrade other items 

that will be costly.  

Administration Committee 

will look into this. 

 

Pastor Nate had a busy August 

and September.  He continues 

to check on our members 

experiencing health issues.  

He helped plan and lead our 

90
th

 celebration.  He has 

begun some tweaks in worship 

to make it more 

intergenerational.  Last month 

he had a great experience as 

someone over coffee at the 

Hall Street Bakery became a 

Christian and wants to be a 

member of our church. 

 

Pastor Morris calls on our 

shut-ins and our members 

experiencing health issues.  
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Read his article on page 4 to 

find out how our pastors split 

up church work.  Please note 

that I’ve listed only a small 

fraction of what our pastors do 

in a month. 

 

Sue has begun training Susie 

Dixon.  Bakers began on 

October 1 and will end on 

November 5.  Cadets began on 

September 28.  They had 3 

good meetings with good 

participation.  225 people 

attended our 90
th

 birthday 

celebration.  We were blessed 

with good weather, good food, 

and fun entertainment.  See 

page 5 for Nancy Jasperse’s 

memories. 

 

Pastor Nate is leading us in the 

study of the book, Taking 

Your Church to the Next 

Level, What Got you Here, 

Won’t get you There.  He has 

read many books on this 

subject and considers this 

book the best of all of them.  It 

talks about church life cycle.  

How size and age have the 

most impact in a church’s 

growth and “outlines the 

improvements that must be 

made at each point if a church 

is to remain fruitful and 

faithful to its mission over 

many years.” (p. 16)  We 

studied chapter 1 and 2 at this 

meeting and will continue 

with chapter 3-7 at our next 

meeting. 

 

October is Pastor Appreciation 

Month.  I hope you were able 

to send a short note of 

appreciation to our pastors.  

Please also remember and 

pray for those in leadership 

positions. 

 

 

 

(The churches in Classis 

Grand Rapids East present a 

state of the church report on a 

rotating basis at their 

meetings.  Here is our report, 

written by Ken Bratt, for the 

September 17, 2015 meeting) 

Fuller Ave. CRC:  

State of the Church 

report, September 

2015 

By Ken Bratt, elder 

 

Since our last report in 

January 2014, God has blessed 

Fuller Ave. with wonderful 

progress under the leadership 

of our “new” pastor Nate 

DeJong McCarron, who joined 

us 19 months ago with his 

wife Samantha and their two 

young sons, Eli & Alex.  With 

the valuable assistance of 

Morris Greidanus, our Pastor 

of Care and Support, Nate has 

established himself as a 

sensitive pastor, an excellent 

preacher, and a fine 

administrator.  Among other 

things, he has launched 

quarterly book discussions, 

young family gatherings, and 

even a kick-ball league in the 

neighborhood.  We recently 

finished a comprehensive 

evaluation of his work, with 

very positive results from both 

the congregation’s perspective 

and his own.  We thank God 

for this new chapter in our 

history, as we mark Fuller’s 

90
th

 birthday!  On September 

26 we’ll have a big party in 

the church parking lot from 3-

6 p.m. to celebrate with our 

neighbors. 

 

We are excited by new growth 

in membership: since 

September 2014 three young 

families and several single 

members have joined our 

congregation; we’ve 

celebrated eight baptisms, 

including several adults, and 

ten professions of faith.  Since 

2013 our denominational 

ministry share census has 

increased from 192 to 209.  

We give thanks to God for the 

faithful stewardship that 

allows Fuller Ave. to fully 

fund its own ministries 

(including support for families 

with children in Christian 

schools), as well as our share 

of the ministries of Classis, the 

Denomination, and Missions.  

We maintain a strong 

relationship with residents at 

Adams Park Apartments, 

many of whom attend worship 

and other programs at our 

church.  Pastoral care 

continues to be a high priority, 

with elders and deacons 

making frequent visits as well 

as our pastors.  Pastor Morris 

also directs a new visitation 

program in which 18 members 

in teams of two see 38 

individuals listed for monthly 

or quarterly visits.  

 

Two of our long-time staff 

members retired this year: 

Gerry Rozeboom, our choir 

director for 15 years, and Sue 

Hollemans, our Outreach & 
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Education Director for 15 

years.  We were blessed to 

recruit two very promising 

new leaders for these 

positions: Jana Dykhuis, a 

Calvin College music major, 

will lead our choir; Susie 

Dixon, most recently a 

worship coordinator at 

Madison North, will be our 

new Director of Outreach.  In 

October we plan to participate 

in a workshop on “implicit 

bias” to help us navigate 

cross-cultural relationships 

among our members and 

neighbors.  In response to 

presentations by Calvin 

College professors Todd 

Cioffi and Marjorie Gunnoe, 

we have formed a Faith 

Formation Committee that is 

working on ways to 

implement a new vision for 

our church in that domain.  

Our guiding objectives are to 

promote strong personal 

relationships with Christ, to 

foster intergenerational 

worship, and to develop age-

appropriate, research-based 

faith-formation programs for 

everyone we serve. 

 

Tuesday summer family 

nights continue to be one of 

our most satisfying outreach 

programs, with attendance 

often exceeding 200 as we 

serve supper and enjoy live 

entertainment on our parking 

lot with members and 

neighbors.  Renovation of our 

fellowship hall has created a 

much more welcoming and 

efficient space for monthly 

“fourth Friday” dinners, and 

we’ve worked with the city’s 

Health Department to make 

sure our food service meets 

current standards.  We’ve also 

upgraded our former 

parsonage to serve even more 

Calvin College students in our 

Project Neighborhood house, 

and these students have taken 

an active role in our worship 

and outreach activities.  Fuller 

has extended its call for Matt 

Postma, who leads that group 

with his wife Jana, to serve 

another year as an associate 

chaplain at Calvin College. 

 

Fuller has a long history of 

involvement in global 

missions, with many members 

who have served in China, 

Japan, Vietnam, Haiti, and 

Native American missions.  At 

this time we help to support 

ten missionaries and their 

families in ministry all over 

the world (beyond 

denominational ministry 

shares).  Locally, we also 

collaborate with Calvin CRC 

in providing mentors for 

students in the Kids’ Hope 

program at Campus 

Elementary School – 13 of 

them from Fuller. 

 

Our congregation is faithful in 

gathering for joyful worship, 

with excellent musical 

leadership, enthusiastic 

singing, strong lay leadership, 

and rich preaching of the 

Word.   A year ago, after 

doing a congregational survey, 

we decided to continue 

evening services, but with a 

greater variety in format, 

including prayer services, 

song services, preaching 

services, and fellowship 

meetings with our care groups.  

Please thank God with us for 

all the good things that are 

happening at Fuller. 

 

Prayer requests:  

 For continuing good 

health for Pastor 

Morris Greidanus 

 For a good start for our 

new staff members, 

Susie Dixon and Jana 

Dykhuis 

 For new vision in the 

area of faith formation 

for all ages 

 For growing 

relationships with 

neighbors 

 For many aging 

members with special 

needs 

 For new members, 

especially young 

families 

 

 

 

What do you do at 

Fuller Ave? 

By Morris Greidanus    

        
I am often asked that question, 

especially by folks who are 

not members of Fuller but 

who know that I am involved 

in some way, and who also 

know that we now have a full-

time pastor.  

 

It has become easier to answer 

the question since Jim 

Krosschell (personnel 

committee) has drawn up a 

nice job description and title. 
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My position title is “pastor of 

care and support”; the position 

involves aspects of  

worship: preaching at least 

once a month 

congregational care: for 

members who have on-going 

or special needs 

mentoring: the pastor and 

advising council 

administration: attending  

Administration and Worship  

Committees, Council, Elders,  

Deacons, Visiting Team, etc.. 

I think that it is helpful for 

members to know that pastor 

Nate is the first responder 

for  pastoral needs,  pre-

surgery calls, births, etc, and 

that “when the lead pastor is 

unavailable”, I will be the 

“first responder to major 

events in the lives of our 

members” (from the position  

description).  Therefore, as  

lead pastor, Nate normally 

makes the first call, and I 

follow-up for on-going care. 

We let each other know about 

visits and special needs. 

 

I am thankful for my 

continued involvement with 

the people of Fuller Ave. 

whom I love. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

   

   

90th Anniversary 

Celebration 
Our church celebrated its 90

th
 

birthday recently with a Fuller 

County Fair.  It was held 

outside on our parking lot.  

225 members and neighbors 

enjoyed a country style meal 

of pulled pork, chicken, 

hotdogs, salads, and desserts.  

No fair could be complete 

without a pie judging contest, 

games, and pony rides.   

Nancy Jasperse took us on a 

walk down memory lane.  

Here is a copy of what she 

said.  Enjoy! 

 

We recently saw a video of 

Dorothy Ibershoff’s memories 

of Fuller Avenue which go 

back decades further than my 

own, and many of you here 

will remember things I do not, 

so I encourage all of you to 

share the memories you have 

during the course of these 

anniversary 

weeks because one person’s 

remembrance often triggers 

those of another.  (Editor: Yes, 

if you have memories to share, 

please email them to me or put 

them in my mail folder and I 

will publish them in the 

December issue.) 

 

Give a nod or raise your hand 

if you recall: 

* worshiping at the old Calvin 

College chapel while Fuller’s 

theatre seats were replaced 

with pews 
 

* the night the Cadet building 

burned down 
 

* a golf ball breaking a 

balcony window and rolling 

down the center aisle during a 

morning service 
 

* Rev. Schultze passing out 

while preaching ...and who 

took his place? 
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* George Brander’s 100th 

birthday party (He lived to be 

107!) 
 

* being assigned to sit in the 

church basement because 

there was not enough room for 

everyone in the sanctuary and 

balcony 

 

My own memories center 

around the people who form 

the Body of Believers we 

come to know as “The 

Church.” 

 

Just over fifty years ago our 

family joined Fuller Avenue 

Christian Reformed Church. 

We tried to be at church half 

an hour early so we didn’t 

have to sit in the back row of 

the balcony.  The pastor then 

was Rev. Bill Vander Hoven 

of whom I have fond 

memories. He wisely 

reminded us that “there’s a 

heartache in every pew” and 

he ministered well to those 

hurting hearts. 

 

Our next pastor was Rev. 

Gordon Dahnke who 

communicated God’s love in 

new, sometimes unusual ways. 

During one sermon he left the 

pulpit, walked all the way to 

the back of the church - 

preaching the whole way - and 

said, “It’s pretty comfortable 

back here, isn’t it?”  After that 

a few people suggested that he 

be chained to the pulpit, but 

we’re all grateful that he 

introduced “Share and Prayer” 

to our service, now a part of 

our liturgy that we wouldn’t 

want to give up. 

It was during this time that a 

group called “Christ’s 

Community” with dozens of 

members moved to Grand 

Rapids from Indiana, and our 

church was blessed to 

overflowing with their 

enthusiastic and gifted 

members - to the point that 

every week several families 

were requested to sit in the 

basement and watch the 

service on closed circuit T.V. 

 

Our next pastor was Rev. Lee 

Koning who brought grace 

and serenity to the Fuller 

Family in the late 1970’s, and 

his wife Pat brought her lovely 

soprano voice into the choir. 

They were both 

outstanding musicians and 

blessed us greatly. 

 

Rev. Archie VanderHart 

delivered sermons that 

radiated with poetic eloquence 

- including one entitled 

“Christmas Through Tears,” a 

reminder for us that 

sometimes even pastors need 

to be ministered to. 

Rev. George VanderWeit 

burst onto the Fuller scene 

with passion, pinochle, and 

persistence regarding the 

women’s issue, celebrating 

when the CRC Synod finally 

voted to allow women in all 

offices. While not everyone in 

the church - or at Fuller - 

agreed with this decision, 

there was a gracious 

understanding that we could 

agree to disagree and still love 

each other as brothers and 

sisters in the Lord. 

 

Pastor Beth Guikema Bode 

introduced the national 

program of “Kids Hope USA” 

to our congregation and years 

later, there are dozens of 

mentors and prayer partners 

still active in this important 

ministry. 

 

For nearly two years now we 

have been blessed by Rev. 

Nate DeJong McCarron who 

in every sermon brings us the 

“Good News” and a challenge 

to live out Christ’s call to 

serve those around us, and 

who has a gift for helping us 

to uncover truths in scripture 

we had never noticed before. 

 

Along the way we’ve also 

appreciated the ministries of 

Rev. John Schaal, Rev. Virgil 

Patterson, Rev. Marinus 

Goote, Rev. Rose Bruins, and 

Rev. Morris Greidanus - each 

with unique gifts that were a 

blessing to us. 

In the 1980’s Jylene Baas was 

elected as the first woman to 

serve in the church council. 

But Jylene was not the first 

woman to take an important 

role in church leadership. She 

stood on the 

shoulders of women like Dena 

Korfker, who as an 

innovative educator 

recognized sixty years ago that 

the little ones in church 

deserved special attention, 

child-sized chairs, and insisted 

that the kindergarten students 

have their own bathroom 

installed by the third floor 

Sunday School rooms so they 

didn’t have to go down two 

flights of stairs to the ground 
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floor.  Dena’s sister, Trena 

Haan, a musician of great 

repute, made her own impact 

on Fuller by establishing a 

pattern of excellence for the 

choirs and accompanists that 

is still in place today, carried 

on by people 

like Bert Wierenga, Bruce 

Klanderman, Gerry Rozeboom 

and - we are confident - Jana 

Dykhuis. 

 

Another woman of great 

influence was Nel VanderArk 

whose passion for church 

liturgy and outstanding music 

has been taken over by our 

very capable liturgist, Cathy 

Winterhalter, who enriches 

every service with carefully 

chosen readings, prayers and 

songs. The earliest position of 

Outreach Director was held by 

Martheen Griffioen, passed 

along to Sue Hollemans, and 

now that position has been 

turned over to our new 

Outreach Director, Susie 

Dixon. 

 

And we can’t forget tiny, 

gray-haired Marianne Radius 

who many decades ago rose to 

deliver a children’s sermon, 

went up a couple steps to be 

more easily seen, and said 

with a knowing smile, “One 

step closer to the pulpit...” 

 

Over the past ninety years, 

these men and women have 

blessed us with more than 

9,000 worship services and 

sermons. These have helped to 

form the “soul” of our church, 

God’s Word infused into our 

very being, and with this there 

developed a “heart,” a heart 

that characterizes the Fuller 

Family - a heart for the 

neighborhood, for missions, 

for each other. Ninety years of 

listening... 

learning...maturing... sharing... 

have made us into a family. 

Like any family, we have had 

our squabbles, but over those 

ninety years we have learned 

that only with God’s help and 

His Spirit within us can we 

continue to share our pain, 

multiply our joys, and 

confidently go forward 

toward our 100th anniversary. 

I hope to see you all then. 

 

 

 

More than Selfies, 

Images at Worship 

(November 8 Adult Education 

presentation by John Knight)  

 

One of the hottest products on 

the market is the selfie stick 

where a camera, held at more 

than arm’s length, shows the 

picture taker at an event or 

special place then quickly 

shared with Facebook friends, 

or launched in an Instagram 

universe. For those of us who 

grew up with Brownie 

cameras which never pointed 

at the taker, this me/me/me 

obsession seems almost 

foreign.  

 

In our worship setting, our 

congregation may at times 

focus on our communal 

we/we/we, but mainly on our 

creator God, Christ our savior, 

and the work of the Holy 

Spirit. That includes some of 

the visuals we use.  

 

Before the invention of 

printing, the story of salvation 

was creatively told through 

painted, sculpted, carved, and 

woven depictions, climaxing 

in breath-taking stained glass 

imagery.   

The Reformation did away 

with most of it, even frowning 

on the presence of crosses in 

our sanctuaries. Since World 

War II, our tradition hesitantly 

began to use banners and 

displays for special occasions. 

A recent inventory of Fuller’s 

banner room shows decades of 

work done in felt, produced as 

quilts, and sometimes as glued 

multi-media combinations of 

paper and fabric. Many were 

labor intensive creations that 

took weeks to produce.  In our 

digital age, work can now be 

done in almost any medium, 

photographed and then 

transferred to whatever size on 

paper or fabric.  

 

On November 8, John Knight, 

a Fuller member with a 

lifelong background in graphic  

design, will share how some  

of our recent banners came to 

be. What his challenges and 

rewards are, and also share a 

few inevitable controversies 

that could happen when 

portraying ‘holy things.’  

Since creation requires the 

kind of solitude that Henri J. 

M. Nouwen writes about, 

before each design develops, 

John will walk through some  

of the steps he takes to put  

elements together for a  
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pleasing design. Hopefully, 

their message will 

enhance Fuller’s “Reaching 

Out” emphasis this season and 

in the years ahead.   

 

He will also bring his own  

selfie, one he has playfully 

shared with fourth-graders in 

the Forest Hills school 

system.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            
 

F.A.S.T. FRIENDS 

By Bill and Carole Korfker 

 

On October 6 seventeen senior 

Fuller Friends enjoyed a tour 

of the Aero Med Spectrum 

Health facility which is 

located on 44
th

 Street just 

before the airport terminal.  

Shortly after arriving we were 

shown a video which gave an 

overview of the work of Aero 

Med.  Two pilots and two 

nurses were with us to answer 

the many questions we asked.  

Then we went into the hangar 

where three helicopters were 

parked.  First a pilot told us 

about details in the cockpit 

and how a helicopter flies, 

after which a nurse gave us a 

thorough explanation of the 

area behind the cockpit where 

the stretcher was located and 

all the medical equipment.  On 

most flights they use a 

physician and a nurse, 

however, on some flights two 

nurses.  Physicians have 10 

hour shifts and nurses and 

pilots have 12 hour shifts.  

 

It was unusual that there were 

three aircraft in the hangar at 

the same time.  We actually 

did see one take off to its 

home base in Big Rapids.  

One question asked was about 

the cost of the helicopter.  

Would you believe the newest 

one there cost eleven million 

dollars?  One of the other ones 

cost nine million dollars.  

They are owned by Spectrum 

Health.  We were all very 

impressed by the staff we met.  

Everyone was very friendly.  

We all enjoyed our time there.  

To conclude our time together 

we enjoyed lunch at Arnies 

Restaurant. 

 

 

In Memory of Emma 

Hunderman 

By Connie Scheurwater 

 
Emma Hunderman, long-time 

member of Fuller Avenue 

Church, passed away on 

September 21, and her 

memorial service took place at 

Raybrook Chapel on 

September 24.  She is survived 

by her husband Henry, three 

children, eleven 

grandchildren, and seventeen 

great-grandchildren. 

 
Emma grew up in Grandville 

Avenue Christian Reformed 

Church in southwest Grand 

Rapids.  Henry grew up in 

Eastern Avenue Christian 

Reformed Church in southeast 

Grand Rapids.  They both 

attended Grand Rapids 

Christian High School where 
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they met.  After high school 

Emma worked at Jaqua 

Advertising.  On occasion she 

was used as a model in their 

advertising material!  After 

high school Henry attended 

Davenport College.  World 

War II occurred at this time 

and Henry was called to serve 

in the army.  He spent two and 

a half years in England in the 

Army Finance Office, which 

was attached to a hospital.  He 

was scheduled to go to the Far 

East, but the war ended before 

that could occur. 

 
Emma’s and Henry’s 

courtship began with a blind 

date following Henry’s return 

from army service.  Henry 

attended Calvin College and 

the University of Michigan, 

after which he worked in the 

financial area of business for 

his entire career.  In 1949 

Emma and Henry were 

married at Grandville Avenue 

Christian Reformed Church, 

after which Emma joined 

Henry as a member of Eastern 

Avenue Christian Reformed 

Church.  Incidentally, 

Grandville Avenue Church 

was torn down shortly after 

their marriage, and a new 

church was built on the same 

site. 

 
Emma and Henry had three 

children, Doug, Marcia, and 

Don, all of whom were 

baptized at Eastern Avenue 

Church.  In 1955 they moved 

to a home on Fuller Avenue, 

north of Hall Street.  They 

joined Fuller Avenue Church, 

which was close enough to 

walk to Sunday services and 

other church activities.  At that 

time Rev. George Gritter was 

the pastor.  Henry served a 

number of terms as deacon 

and elder.  Emma served for a 

time as church bookkeeper, 

before the era of computers.  

Together they were members 

of a young couples’ club.  

Through the years they were 

members of Bible study 

groups and Dine with Nine 

groups. 

 
Besides church activities, 

Henry served on the Board of 

Oakdale Christian School, 

where their children attended.  

Emma pursued her hobby of 

knitting which began during 

World War II when she did 

knitting for the Red Cross.  

She knitted sweaters, afghans, 

scarves and caps for the 

homeless.  As time went on 

she knitted afghans for her 

daughter, daughters-in-law, 

and nieces.  She was known 

for taking baked goods along 

whenever she visited friends.  

She loved to play the piano.  

Henry and Emma traveled, 

particularly after retirement, 

throughout the United States 

and Canada with their travel 

trailer, and also spent time in 

their trailer at Lincoln Lake. 

 
Eventually Henry and Emma 

moved from their home to 

Raybrook Estates II, where 

they have lived for a number 

of years.  Emma’s health 

began to decline, and she was 

diagnosed with dementia.  For 

the past 15 months, until her 

death, she resided in the 

nursing unit at Raybrook.  

Henry continues to enjoy good 
health.  He sings in the men’s 

choir at Raybrook and takes 

classes designed to provide 

tools for caregivers.  Recently 

he had the opportunity to 

participate in a Freedom Flight 

to Washington, D.C. with his 

daughter Marcia. 

 

We thank God for Henry and 

Emma Hunderman’s long life 

of service to church, family, 

and community.  We pray for 

God’s blessing for Henry as 

he continues his life’s journey 

without his partner of 66 

years.    

 

 

 

Introducing Andrew 

Rienstra 

By Connie Scheurwater 

 

Andrew Bennett Rienstra-

Ehlers is the newest member 

of Fuller Avenue Church.  

Andrew was born in Costa 

Rica and was adopted by 

missionaries Robert and Heidi 

(Ehlers) Rienstra.  At the age 

of ten he moved with his 

parents to Grand Rapids.  He 

attended Oakdale Christian 

School, Grand Rapids 

Christian High School, and 

Calvin College, where he 

majored in Sociology.  He and 

his family attended Sherman 

Street Christian Reformed 

Church. 

 

Andrew was raised in what he 

believes is truth.  Many people 

walked beside him in his faith.  
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His faith walk led him to seek 

a church that he could call his 

own, separate from his family.  

He wished to be in a place 

where he can be an active 

member of a church body and 

community as well as a place 

where he can grow spiritually.  

He lives in the Fuller Avenue 

Church neighborhood, and 

eventually was drawn to the 

church by the large sign in 

front which often has 

messages that are humorous, 

inspiring, and thought 

provoking.  He would like to 

be involved in the outreach of 

the church.  Andrew currently 

works for CRC World Renew 

in the Global Volunteer 

Program.  He is planning to 

lead a group to Haiti.  

 

Andrew made profession of 

faith on September 13.  We 

welcome him into the 

fellowship of Fuller Avenue 

Church and pray for God’s 

continued blessing in his life. 

 

 

 

These two prayers were 

composed and read by Lemuel 

Elijah on Sunday, September 

13 during Share and Prayer. 

 
Dear Jehovah, 
Thank you for your son 
Jesus. 
Because of Jesus' wounds 
there has been a healing  
for us. In your son Jesus  
I must trust.  His words, 
I listen to, is a total must. 
I have seen trouble in  
my days, but your 
guidance  

has kept me from  going  
astray.  Your Bible 
instructions  
has a lot of wisdom for  
us today, you're the potter 
and we are the clay. Thank  
you Jesus for such a 
wonderful day. 
 
 

Dear Jehovah 

Thank you for being so kind 

You always bring peace of 
mind 

Your son, Jesus, went 
through terrible 

pain, but I realize it was 
only  
for my gain. My goal is to  
please you as much as I 
can. 
Your healing through your 
son Jesus 

is what I need.  Blessing  
upon blessing is what I 
receive. 
You always heal me just in  
time.  Long life you offer,  
many years indeed, truly 
you're  
the only real way to 
succeed. Now  
as I close this prayer, thank 
you  
Father for being 
everywhere. 
 

 

 

NOVEMBER 

1 Jordan Gabites 
 

4 Ed & Joan Stuursma (1999) 
 

5 Sandy Bishop, Daryl 

Vriesenga,  Mae Yei 
 

6 Lindy Feyen 

Russ & Lois Rykse (1953) 
 

7 Eryn Hannink (M) 

 

8 Elyse Jonker 
 

10 Sharon Rietberg 
 

11 Crys Van Beek 
 

12 Pat De Vries 

       

14 Gertrude De Boer 
 

15 Jill Van Veen 
 

16 Ellen Van Stee 
 

18 Clarice Hendrickson,  

Bob Zwiers, 

Julie Van Dyken (M)  

            

19 Cristina Garcia, 

Nancy Jasperse 
 

20 Anneke Kapteyn (M) 
 

21Paul Feyen 
 

22 Elijah DeJong McCarron,  

Nathan Mitogo,        

Barb Straatsma,  

Gordy Van Haitsma 
 

25 Wendy Veldheer, 

Larry & Faith Segaar (1972) 
 

26 Lisa Kooy, Dan Miller 
 

27 Myriam Mitogo 
 

30 Claire Kooy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The deadline for the 
December 2015 Fuller Life 
is Sunday, November 29 
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November 2015 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
10 am: GRCHS 

Chamber 

Chorale, Calvin 

Sem Food 

Offering, 

Mountain of 

Mercy  

6 pm: Lessons & 

Songs 

 

2 
7 pm: 

Cadets 

 

3 
Election Day 

 

7:30 pm: 

Choir 

4 
9:30 am: 

Women’s 

Bible Study 

5 
6:30 pm: 

Bakers 

7 pm: 

Council 

6 7 

8 
10 am: 

communion 

 
Mountain of 

Mercy 

9 
7 pm: 

Cadets 

 

10 
1:30 pm: 

Staff Mtg  

7 pm: Cadet 

Regional 

Mtg 

7:30 pm: 

Choir 

 

11 
9:30 am: 

Women’s 

Bible Study 

 
Veterans Day 

12 13 14 
7 pm: 

Pinochle @ 

church 

15 

 
Mountain of 

Mercy 

16 
7 pm: 

Cadets 

 

 

17 
7:30 pm: 

Choir 

18 
9:30 am: 

Women’s 

Bible Study 

19 20 21 

22 
6 pm: Care 

Group Time 

(groups 3 & 4 

@ church) 

23 24 
1:30 pm: 

Staff Mtg 

7:30 pm: 

Choir 

25 26 
Thanksgiving 

Day 

10 am: 

Worship 

27 28 

29 
10 am:          

1st Sunday of 

Advent, 

communion 

6 pm: 

Combined 

service @ COS 

30 
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FROM 

Fuller Avenue Christian Reformed Church 

1239 Fuller Avenue, S. E.  

Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506-3248 

 

 

 

 

 
TO 


