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May Council Report 

By Bill Kooy, Clerk 
 

Bruce Engbers read a 

meditation from Neil 

Planting’s book Beyond 

Doubt that was about the 

doubt of Thomas after Christ’s 

resurrection and faith that 

comes through doubt. He 

opened the meeting with 

prayer.  

 

Ed Stuursma welcomed Mark 

and Clara VanderWeide and 

Mary Compaan to the 

meeting. Caryl VandeVoort 

introduced Mary. She came to 

Fuller with her son Bryan 

about 5 years earlier after they 

got stuck near our church in a 

snowstorm on Sunday 

morning. She was born and 

raised at Creston CRC and has 

been a faithful attender at 

Fuller and involved in the 

Women’s Bible Study 

program. Marilyn Braman 

introduced Mark and Clara. 

Each was raised in a Christian 

home and met at Calvin 

College. They both work as 

nurses and are the mentor 

couple at the Project 

Neighborhood house. They are 

welcomed by all as new 

members of Fuller CRC. 

 

Ed welcomed Rev. Phil 

DeJonge to the meeting. Rev. 

DeJonge is married with 3 

grown sons and a daughter. He 

spoke of the calls he has had 

throughout his ministry and 

his time of retirement from 

Seymour CRC. We had a time 

for questions and discussion 

and then Rev. DeJonge was 

excused from the meeting. 

The job description for the 

Pastor of Congregational Care 

was reviewed, discussed, and 

approved. The compensation 

package for the position of 

Pastor of Congregational Care 

was reviewed, discussed, and 

approved. The motion from 

the Administration Committee 

recommending that we offer 

Rev. DeJonge the position of 

Pastor of Congregational Care 

was supported and approved. 

 

The March Financial Report 

and Offering Report were 

received and reviewed. We are 

slightly behind in receipts as 

compared to last year and our 

expenses are running under 

budget. The Finance 

Committee does not see a 

problem at this point. 

 

The report from Facilities 

included the note that the trees 

on the church property have 

been trimmed by West 

Michigan Tree Service.  

 

Personnel reported that the 

staff evaluations have been 

completed and the positive 

report from Duane Kelderman 

on Nate’s preaching was 

received for information.  

 

This month we have had the 

opportunity to hear a 

Profession of Faith and 

welcome 7 new members. 

Pastor Nate led 4 of the 5 

services and has been working 

with Greg Scheer for Greg’s 

on-boarding process and the 

planning of our worship 

services. He has been 

attending and leading various 

meetings including meetings 

with staff, Administration 

Committee, and Mission 

Driven Task Forces. Pastor 

Morris is nearing the date of 

his retirement from Fuller and 

continues to visit members 

who are shut in, experiencing 

loss, or have been ill or 

hospitalized. We are thankful 

for and blessed by Morris and 

Alice for their years of 

ministry to Fuller.  

 

We welcomed Greg Scheer as 

our Director of Worship and 

he has been busy working 

with Nate, Matt, and Marci 

getting settled. An office for 

Greg has been set up in the 

Choir room and he is eager to 

get to know the people of 

Fuller. Barbara Bjelland has 

been working on the 

curriculum for the summer 

programming for the 3 year 

old to 2nd grade. She is also 

working with Nursery, 3rd and 

4th Grade, and Adult 

programming as we near the 

summer scheduling. Matt 

Mulder met with the 
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Administration Committee 

and the Sanctuary Remodeling 

team. Derek Ellens will be 

finishing up as an intern at 

Fuller at the end of May and 

taught an all age’s educational 

piece on a Christian Approach 

to Social Media. Kent Sanders 

has been working with 

Community Life on the 

Tuesday Night programming 

along with Matt and Derek. 

 

The new Council members for 

Deacon are Betty Jonker, 

Manuel Lara, Richard 

Rietberg, and Sharon Rietberg 

and for Elder are Mary Speyer 

and John Straatsma.  

Installation will be June 3 and 

the first meeting will be June 

7. The retiring members are 

Deacons Paul Feyen, Liz 

Rozeboom, Larry Segaar, and 

Wendy Veldheer, and Elders 

Bill Kooy and Ed Stuursma. 

We are thankful for the men 

and women who are 

transitioning off and for those 

who will be joining Council. 

Continue to lift up the 

Council, pastors, and staff in 

prayer as we transition into a 

new season at Fuller.    

 

Care Group Elder and Deacon 

Teams met together to discuss 

their Care Groups. 

 

The next meeting is June 7. 

 

 

 

Our three Taskforces 
 

In June 2017 the congregation 

received a 3-year vision 

booklet for Fuller which was 

accompanied by a meeting 

that explained what was in this 

booklet.  Since a year has 

gone by I was curious as to 

what was happening in these 

taskforces so I emailed Pastor 

Nate and this is the response I 

received from him: “Thanks 

for reaching out on this. There 

are developments in all three 

of these areas. And I'm happy 

to have them in the Fuller Life 

- I'm just not sure were ready 

for any substantive updates 

before Council's meeting in 

June. Right now much of what 

would be said is that we 

continue to work on each of 

these three areas and look 

forward to updating the 

congregation in the next few 

months. The exception may be 

the remodel committee and it 

is chaired by Terry Idema.  

 

My hope is that following the 

June council meeting we 

should have a substantive 

report from the remodel 

committee (construction plans, 

timeline, and expected costs) 

to share with the congregation 

and we should have more 

information on the childcare 

initiative as well (first steps 

with the city and next steps). 

The governance committee is 

still working on fleshing out 

the details of what that will 

look like.”  

 

I thought you might be 

interested in an update as 

these are important plans for 

the future of Fuller. 

 

 

 

Getting to know you, 

Getting to know all 

about you. 

Getting to like you, 

Getting to hope you like 

me.    
 

As editor of the Fuller Life, I 

thought the congregation 

would like to get to know 

Greg Scheer better as he 

joined our Fuller family as 

Director of Worship recently.  

I sent him an email and asked 

him a few questions which he 

answered very promptly. Here 

are my questions and his 

answers. 

 

I asked him, “Why did you 

choose Fuller?”  And he 

responded, “I didn’t choose 

Fuller—Fuller chose me! I 

was happy freelancing full 

time, but when I saw the 

Fuller ad in The Banner, it 

caught my eye. Indeed, I 

missed ministry in a local 

church and I liked the idea of 

having a place and schedule 

that would shape my week. 

(Spending your days in your 

pajamas is not as glorious as 

you might think.) As our 

conversations progressed it 

continued to feel like the right 

next step.” 

 

I then asked him, “What are 

your duties as Director of 

Worship and how do you fit in 

here?  In your opinion what is 

a Director of Worship?”  His 

response was, “Even though 

I’m the “director,” Pastor Nate 

and I share many of the duties 

for planning and 
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implementing worship. The 

sermon is the largest focus of 

his work, but he also oversees 

many of the spoken word 

elements and pastoral duties. 

My main focus is choosing 

and leading music, but I also 

take on a number of other 

worship responsibilities: 

scheduling musicians, 

finding/writing liturgical 

elements like the confession, 

and maintaining musical 

instruments and sound gear.” 

 

The third question I asked 

was, “I know you are 

collaborating with Pastor Nate 

on worship services. What 

ideas do you have that you 

wish to incorporate into our 

worship services?”  His 

answer, “As I told the search 

committee during the 

interview process, I don’t 

show up at a church with an 

agenda. My goal is to help 

Fuller Ave be the best Fuller 

Ave it can be. I’m sure some 

of my flavor will get into the 

mix and that I’ll introduce 

new things, but mostly I 

intend to strengthen and 

develop all the good things 

that are already part of 

Fuller’s worship.” 

 

At our worship services I have 

seen him play guitar and 

drums so I wondered if he was 

proficient on other instruments 

as well.  And he said, “My 

main instrument is actually 

bass, both string bass and 

electric. I’ve played in 

orchestras, jazz ensembles, 

rock bands, musicals—just 

about anything that needs a 

bass (And most everything 

does). I know just enough to 

be dangerous on guitar, 

percussion/drums, 

piano/synth, trombone, 

mandolin, 

melodica/accordion, charango, 

etc. My main musical focus, 

though, is composition.” 

 

 

And lastly I asked, “What are 

your expectations for our 

choir?”(as I am a member of 

choir this was of interest to 

me)  He answered, “After one 

rehearsal it would be 

premature to make any 

sweeping plans! I expect we’ll 

continue on the same schedule 

that has been established up to 

this point. My goal in any 

church is to ferret out any 

musicians who are willing to 

take part in worship and create 

ensembles around them. For 

example, in my previous 

church I kept running into a 

number of people who said, “I 

play guitar, but I could never 

be *the* guitarist.” So I 

gathered all these guitarists 

together, added a bass, violin, 

a few mandolins, and an 

accordion to form the 

Guitarchestra. That group is 

now one of the backbone 

ensembles of the church’s 

worship life.” 

 

If you haven’t spoken to Greg 

as yet, please do so.  Don’t let 

his resume scare you as he is 

very friendly and outgoing. 

 

 

 

Editor’s Note: Philip DeJonge 

is our new Pastor of 

Congregational Care and he 

starts on June 4 and will be 

introduced to the 

congregation on June 10.  Our 

thanks to Pastor Morris and 

Alice for their many years of 

service to Fuller.  I am 

thankful to Phil for writing 

this introduction about himself 

and his wife, Carol. 
 

Introductions 
  By Philip DeJonge 

 

Carol and I are delighted to 

become part of the family of 

God at Fuller Ave. CRC and 

we are very appreciative of the 

warm welcome we have 

already received.  We look 

forward to building loving 

friendships within this vibrant 

community of faith and 

walking with you in taking the 

next step into a life-changing 

relationship with Jesus Christ. 

 

By way of introduction, we 

would like to let you know a 

little bit about our vocational, 

educational, and familial 

history.  Carol and I met when 

we were attending Grand 

Rapids East Christian High 

School and we got married in 

the middle of our studies at 

Calvin College.  While I was 

working on my Master of 

Divinity degree at Calvin 

Seminary, Carol taught at 

Seymour Christian and 

Hudsonville Christian schools.   

 

My first pastorate was at 

Harderwyk CRC in Holland, 

Michigan.  I focused on faith 

formation ministries and 
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completed a Master of 

Theology degree in church 

education.  While we were in 

Holland Carol gave birth to 

two sons.  Timothy, our eldest, 

is now an ordained minister in 

the Christian Reformed 

Church and works as a 

counselor / chaplain.  He is 

married to Heidi who is the 

pastor at Westside Fellowship 

CRC in Kingston, Ontario.  

Tim and Heidi have given us 

three granddaughters.  Our 

second son, Michael, is a 

Bonhoeffer scholar and a 

professor of religious studies 

at the University of South 

Florida in Tampa,  Michael is 

married to Noël who teaches 

high school English.  Mike 

and Noël have two children, a 

daughter and a son. 

 

After Harderwyk Church, 

Carol and I joined Christian 

Reformed World Missions.  In 

our first assignment with this 

agency I served as the pastor 

of the International Church in 

Amman, Jordan.  The 

experience there ignited a love 

for ecumenism as we grew to 

know and love believers from 

so many nations and so many 

Christian traditions.  Our 

second assignment with World 

Missions was in Japan where 

we were involved in church 

planting.  Our daughter 

Stephanie and our son 

Nathanael were born in Japan.  

Stephanie is now an 

elementary teacher in 

Hastings, Michigan.  Her 

husband Shawn is also an 

educator — another high 

school English teacher.  

Stephanie and Shawn have 

three children, two daughters 

and a son.  Nathanael is a 

lawyer who works for the 

Department of the Treasury in 

Washington, DC. 

 

After our tour of duty with 

World Missions I accepted the 

call to become the pastor of 

Friendship Chapel in Jenison, 

Michigan.  During my 

pastorate there I earned a 

Doctor of Ministry degree in 

spiritual formation from 

Western Theological 

Seminary.  I found my 

research into Jungian 

personality types and prayer 

styles to have many practical 

applications in ministry.  After 

our children got a little older 

Carol became busy teaching 

piano and voice.   

 

Our next church was in Napa, 

California.  While I was pastor 

of this congregation I also 

completed a three-year course 

of study at San Fransisco 

Theological Seminary and 

received a Certificate in the 

Art of Spiritual Direction.  

Carol also went back to school 

and earned a degree in music 

from Sonoma State 

University. 

 

From Napa we moved back to 

Michigan where I became the 

pastor at Saint Joseph CRC.  I 

continued my vocational 

training there by taking 

Clinical Pastoral Education 

and serving as an on-call 

chaplain at Saint Joseph 

Medical Center in South 

Bend, Indiana.  I also 

completed a three-year course 

of study in association with 

Luther Theological Seminary 

in St. Paul, MN, which 

resulted in a Certificate in the 

Spirituality of Aging.   

 

We moved to Grand Rapids in 

2005 when I accepted the call 

to be the pastor at Seymour 

CRC.  While there I had the 

opportunity for a sabbatical at 

Cambridge University in 

England where I did research 

on John Calvin’s concept of 

union with Christ as it relates 

to recent Lutheran and 

Orthodox dialogue on the 

topic.  During my years at 

Seymour Church I also 

intensified my own spiritual 

formation by becoming a 

monastic oblate and a member 

of the monastic community at 

Saint Meinrad Archabbey in 

southern Indiana.  When I 

retired from Seymour Church 

in June of 2017 Carol also 

closed her piano studio.  She 

continues to enjoy a musical 

outlet through her 

participation in the Grand 

Rapids Symphony Chorus.   

 

Carol and I are looking 

forward with anticipation and 

excitement to the next stage in 

our lives.  Semi-retirement 

will provide me with the time 

for an intensified monastic 

prayer schedule, development 

of my photographic hobby, 

and the opportunity to visit 

distant children and 

grandchildren.  The chance to 

serve Fuller Church as Pastor 

of Congregational Care is a 

much needed and welcomed 
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component for balance in my 

life.  I have a strong desire to 

serve Christ’s church with 

some of the education and 

experience I have picked up in 

forty years of ministry.  I am 

grateful to God that this door 

of service has been opened 

with you.  I trust that you will 

join us in prayer that God will 

richly bless our time together. 

 

 

 

Access of West 

Michigan Walk for 

Good Food 

By Larry Segaar for the 

Deacons 
 

 
 

On May 6, 2018, Fuller Ave. 

CRC participated in the 41
th 

Access Walk for Good Food 

in Grand Rapids.  According 

to the 

accessofwestmichigan.org 

website, The Access Walk for 

Good Food (formerly the 

Access Hunger Walk), has 

changed its name because 

“‘hunger’ can be hard to 

define and even harder to 

solve . . . The name change 

more accurately reflects the 

mission of the organizations 

that receive funding from the 

Walk.” The goal of the Walk 

has been to fund organizations 

that are addressing root causes 

of food insecurity and poverty. 

The walkers from Fuller were 

Dan & Kate Miller, Karla 

Laninga, Caryl VandeVoort 

and Larry Segaar. More than 

750 walkers from the area 

participated in this year’s 

event. The start of the 5k walk 

was at Park Church, across the 

street from St. Cecilia. The 

weather was comfortable for 

walking with temperatures 

around 60. A light breeze was 

blowing and skies were partly 

cloudy. 

We gathered at Park Church 

(10 E Park Place NE), checked 

in and then started walking 

down La Grave Ave., going 

south to Cherry, east to 

Diamond, north to Lyon, west 

to Ransom and then back to 

Park Church. Along the way 

we picked up a lot of trash 

filling many grocery bags with 

junk. We were surprised at the 

amount of trash in front of 

some of the homes and other 

buildings.   

  

The walk started officially at 

2:30 pm on Sunday, but we 

were eager to walk and started 

a few minutes early. As a 

result, we finished almost first 

and were rewarded with fresh 

cut roses and tulips plus some 

food and drinks. The walk 

took about one hour and 

covered approximately 3.1 

miles. Donations from Fuller 

have been turned in to Access 

of West Michigan and were 

again quite generous this year. 

At this point we estimate the 

donations have totaled roughly 

$2100. Access of West 

Michigan will send out the 

final totals to participating 

organizations at a later date.  

The goal for Access of West 

Michigan this year was to 

raise $110,000. Thanks to 

your donations, more people 

living in poverty will benefit 

in our greater Grand Rapids 

area and internationally. 

According to their website, 

some of the recipients include 

Meals On Wheels, Baxter 

Community Center, East Paris 

Food Pantry, Westminister 

Food Pantry, SECOM 

Resource Center, Our Kitchen 

Table, and The Pantry. In the 

past forty years the Walk has 

raised over $6 million for 

dozens of local and 

international non-profit 

organizations.  Thank you for 

your support! 

 

 

 

 

 
In Memory of Helen 

Spaanstra – 1919-2018 

By Connie Scheurwater 
 

Helen Spaanstra, longtime 

member of Fuller Avenue 

Church, passed away on 

March 15, 2018.  She was 

born on April 18, 1919, and 

died one month short of her 

99
th

 birthday.  Helen faithfully 

attended worship services at 

Fuller Avenue Church until 
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her health began to decline in 

the last few years.  She lived 

her last years as a resident of 

Samaritas Senior Living 

Center in Grand Rapids.  The 

following article was 

originally printed in the June 

2013 issue of Fuller Life.  It is 

reprinted here in her memory. 

 

Every Sunday morning Helen 

Spaanstra can be found sitting 

in one of the front pews during 

the worship service.  Until 

recently she also attended 

evening services.   Even 

though she is one of our more 

elderly members, she still 

drives her own car to church 

and walks without assistance.  

She has faithfully attended 

worship services at Fuller Ave 

Church since 1939, when she 

married Peter Spaanstra. 

 

Helen lived on a farm near 

Bradley, Michigan with her 

parents and two sisters, until 

the age of eight.  The family 

then moved to Grand Rapids.  

They became members of 

Oakdale Park Christian 

Reformed Church.  Helen 

attended South High School 

with her twin sister Helene.  

Following graduation, she 

enrolled in the Grand Rapids 

School of Cosmetology, 

located downtown in the old 

Steketee department store, 

where she became a 

hairdresser.  Helene attended 

Calvin College and became a 

teacher.  The sisters looked 

alike.  While Helen and Peter 

were dating, the sisters played 

a joke on him by sending 

Helene on a date instead of 

Helen! 

 

Peter (her husband) 

Spaanstra’s family was 

originally members of 

Oakdale Park Christian 

Reformed Church.  When 

Fuller Avenue Christian 

Reformed Church was 

organized in 1925 they were 

among the charter members of 

the new church.  Peter was the 

oldest boy in a family of three 

boys and three girls.  Peter and 

Helen were married at 

Oakdale Park Church.  Helen 

then joined Peter as a member 

at Fuller Ave Church. 

 

For many years, Peter and 

Helen lived on the corner of 

Hall and Marshall, only a few 

blocks from the church.  They 

were active church members.  

Peter taught a class of boys in 

Sunday school, served two 

terms as deacon and two terms 

as elder.  Helen was a member 

of the daytime ladies’ society.  

For twenty years she was in 

charge of serving lunches after 

funerals.  More recently she 

was a member of the Red Hat 

club.  Peter and Helen also 

hosted one of the courses at a 

number of the church 

progressive Christmas dinners. 

 

Because he had only one good 

ear, Peter was ineligible to 

serve in World War II, as his 

two brothers did.  In lieu of 

serving in the armed forces, 

Peter worked for two years 

during the war in a factory in 

Lansing, Michigan, during 

which time the family lived in 

Portland.  During his working 

years, Peter held different 

jobs.  He had his own business 

as a mechanic.  He was 

employed as a construction 

worker for Bergsma Brothers.  

He served as a court officer.  

As a sideline, he bought older 

homes, fixed them up, and 

sold them.  Helen stayed home 

and raised three daughters, 

Judy, Jean, and Ellen.  Outside 

of a few trips to other states, 

they did not travel often, 

preferring to spend their time 

at home.  

 

Peter Spaanstra passed away 

in 2003.  Helen’s twin sister 

Helene passed away earlier 

this year.  Helen continues to 

live independently, sharing a 

home with her daughter Judy 

Verhulst.  She has ten 

grandchildren and twenty-five 

great-grandchildren.  She lives 

a quiet life, spending her time 

reading, watching TV, 

keeping up with her church 

friends, and occasionally 

going out for breakfast with a 

niece.  On her birthday in 

April she renewed her drivers’ 

license.  We thank God for her 

presence in our fellowship and 

her many years of being a 

blessing to her family and the 

church. 

 

 

 

 
There will not be a July or 
August issue of the Fuller 
Life 
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Editor’s Note:  Philip Lucasse 

was born in June 1927 and 

died on May 5, 2018 at the 

age of 90.  He was married to 

Carolyn for 64 years. If you 

wish to know more about 

Phil’s life – go to Zaagman 

Memorial Chapel’s 

Obituaries.  In that article you 

will find his extensive 

educational background, 

work, and volunteer activities 

which included his 

involvement with Camp Roger 

for 73 years!  The article 

below was written by Connie 

Scheurwater and appeared in 

June 2017 Fuller Life about 

him and Carolyn. 
 

In Memory of Philip 

Roger Lucasse 

By Connie Scheurwater 
 

Phil and Carolyn Lucasse have 

been members of Fuller 

Avenue Church for over 60 

years.  For the past four years 

they have been residents of 

Holland Home Raybrook 

Estates I.  Through the years, 

they have been very active in 

the church, and still faithfully 

attend worship services. 

 

The Lucasses’ history with 

Fuller Avenue Church began 

when Carolyn (Poel) was a 

student at Calvin College, at 

that time located on the corner 

of Franklin Street and 

Benjamin Avenue.  She 

worked for room and board in 

the neighborhood of the 

church, and was a good friend 

of Evelyn Weidenaar, whose 

father, Rev. John Weidenaar, 

was then pastor of the church.  

She and Evelyn played 

basketball together with the 

Calvin Knighties, the Calvin 

College’s women’s basketball 

team.  It was convenient for 

Carolyn to walk from 

Benjamin Avenue to Fuller 

Avenue Church along with 

Judy (Huizingh) Datema, 

former Fuller member, another 

friend that she met at Calvin 

College.  A number of Calvin 

students attended the church at 

that time. 

 

Carolyn grew up in 

Muskegon, Michigan and 

graduated from Muskegon 

High School.  Following her 

years of study at Calvin 

College, she spent a summer 

as counselor at Camp Roger, a 

Christian camp for children in 

Rockford, Michigan.  That 

summer she met the camp 

program director, a young 

man named Phil Lucasse.  Phil 

grew up in Grand Rapids, a 

member of Creston Christian 

Reformed Church.  He was a 

graduate of Davis Tech and 

studied pre-engineering at 

Calvin College for two years. 

 

Phil and Carolyn continued to 

spend summers working at 

Camp Roger.  They were 

married in 1953, and that 

summer began as Directors of 

Camp Roger.  They also 

moved to Ann Arbor in 1953, 

where Phil pursued further 

education at the University of 

Michigan.  While in Ann 

Arbor they were instrumental 

in organizing the Ann Arbor 

Christian Reformed Church, 

and were one of the fifteen 

families that became charter 

members of the church. 

 

In 1956 the couple moved 

back to Grand Rapids.  

Because of Carolyn’s earlier 

connection with the church, it 

was only natural that they 

would become members of 

Fuller Avenue Church.  Phil 

began his long career at 

Calvin College, which 

continued until his retirement.  

He served first as Dean of 

Men and also taught 

Psychology.  In 1971 he 

completed his Ph.D. degree in 

Education from the University 

of Michigan and returned to 

Calvin as Professor of 

Education.  In 1991 Phil 

retired from the Education 

Department and moved to the 

Educational Curriculum 

Center section of the library 

where he worked part-time for 

another 20 years.  His last 

retirement from Calvin was in 

2012. 

 

The Lucasses lived on Calvin 

Avenue within walking 

distance of the college, 

Oakdale Christian School, and 

Fuller Avenue Church.  Three 

daughters, Anne, Mary, and 

Susan joined their family.  

After returning from Ann 

Arbor in 1971, they moved to 

Hall Street and were next door 

neighbors to Vern and Ann 

Laninga.  When their 



 

9 

 

 

daughters were young, the 

family especially appreciated 

the children’s choir and the 

church library that was open 

every Sunday.  Phil and 

Carolyn recall that during 

those years attendance at 

worship services was so large 

that each week families were 

assigned to sit in the basement 

fellowship room.  Sometimes 

members would forget their 

assignment until they were 

sitting in the pew reading the 

bulletin!  

Through the years, Phil and 

Carolyn were very much 

involved in the life of the 

church.  Some of the activities 

that kept Carolyn busy were 

catering meals, serving in the 

church library, leading 

women’s KYB (Know Your 

Bible) society, providing 

baked beans for the church 

picnic with Alice Calsbeek, 

and serving as chair of the 75
th

 

anniversary committee.  She 

and Emily Bolthouse made 

curtains for the church Cadet 

Building, shortly before the 

building was destroyed by 

fire, and then made another set 

when the new structure was 

built.  Phil served on a 

committee for the support of 

Madison Square Chapel with 

Rev. Walter Dubois, served on 

the Education Committee, and 

helped to organize Catechism 

retreats at Camp Roger for 

middle school kids.  Rather 

than holding weekly classes, 

there were three retreats each 

year.  More recently, Phil 

served as chairman of the 

Transition Committee that 

preceded the call to pastor 

Nate DeJong-McCarron. Phil 

and Carolyn both served terms 

as elder and as chairperson of 

the Mission Emphasis 

Committee (now Global 

Outreach).  Together with 

George and Nancy Jasperse, 

they began the FAST (Fuller 

Avenue Senior Travelers) 

program, providing social 

activities for senior members.  

When Phil was asked to serve 

as usher, he agreed to serve if 

Carolyn could serve with him.  

He was told that this would 

first need approval from 

Council.  Fortunately, 

approval was granted! 

 

The Lucasse family had other 

interests besides their work 

and church involvements.  As 

a young family they enjoyed 

camping, even though on their 

very first camping trip, when 

the girls were 5, 3, and 4 

months, it rained the entire 

time!  They also enjoyed a 

cabin on the White River that 

they built themselves with Phil 

as construction foreman.   

Carolyn enjoys sewing, 

embroidery, cooking, catering, 

reading, and gardening.  Her 

latest project was making a 

quilt with Mary and Susan for 

the first great-grandchild.  

When Phil was teaching at 

Calvin College, the family 

often had students over on 

Sundays for food and 

fellowship, and these 

gatherings usually ended with 

singing around the piano.  

 

When their daughters moved 

to distant places, Phil and 

Carolyn had opportunity to 

travel, sometimes combining 

visits to their daughters with a 

Road Scholar (formerly Elder 

Hostel) study program.  They 

visited Viet Nam, Hawaii, and 

other scenic places in the 

United States and foreign 

countries. 

 

At the present time, Susan is 

the only daughter who lives in 

Grand Rapids.  After living 

and teaching at Spruce Hill 

Christian School in 

Philadelphia and teaching for 

16 years with English 

Language Institute in Viet 

Nam, she now serves as a 

teacher at The Potter’s House 

School, and has re-joined the 

fellowship of Fuller Avenue 

Church.  Anne and her 

husband, Mark Wiersma, live 

in Nigeria where Anne is 

superintendent of Hillcrest 

International Christian School, 

and Mark serves with CRC 

World Missions in education 

for Nigerian Christian School 

primary teachers.  Mary, 

married to David Baker, is an 

attorney, formerly living in 

Hawaii and now living in 

Chapel Hill, North Carolina.  

The family also includes four 

grandchildren and one great-

grandchild. 

 

June will be a special month 

for the Lucasses, as Phil 

celebrates his 90
th

 birthday on 

June 11, and the following day 

he and Carolyn celebrate their 

64
th

 wedding anniversary.  We 

thank God for the many years 

that he has given to them as a 

family, and for the 

opportunities that they have 
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had to serve their church and 

community.  We pray for 

continued blessings in their 

lives. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Editor’s Note: Nadine died on 

May 11, 2018 at the age of 91.  

Her memorial service was 

held at Fuller on May 15.  

Connie Scheurwater wrote the 

following article about her as 

part of her series of articles 

about Fuller members and it 

appeared in the June 2014 

Fuller Life. 
 

In Memory of Nadine 

Stek 
By Connie Scheurwater 

 

Nadine De Bruin was born in 

Oskaloosa, Iowa, the eighth 

child in a family of ten 

children.  She lived on a farm 

and attended a one room 

country school, where she had 

the same teacher for most of 

her first eight grades of 

schooling.  This teacher was 

responsible for teaching 25 

students at all grade levels.  

Nadine recalls the pleasant 

experience of walking to 

school with her brothers and 

sisters through woods and 

fields. She and her family 

were members of the 

Oskaloosa Christian Reformed 

Church, the only CRC church 

in Oskaloosa at that time.  

After grade 8, she attended the 

public high school in the town 

of Oskaloosa. 

 

A young boy, a few years 

older than she, attended the 

same school and church that 

Nadine attended.  His name 

was John Stek.  As time went 

on, they formed a friendship 

that eventually turned into a 

more significant relationship!  

John was headed for Calvin 

College and Calvin 

Theological Seminary.      

 

Following high school, Nadine 

worked for a short time in a 

bank in Oskaloosa. Eventually 

she enrolled in Calvin College 

in the two-year teaching 

program.  These were the 

years of World War II, and 

there was an acute teacher 

shortage in the country.  After 

two years of college, she 

accepted a teaching position in 

the Christian school in 

Muskegon, Michigan, where 

she taught for one year. 

 

Following her year of teaching 

in Muskegon, Nadine and 

John were married.  Their first 

home was in a trailer court in 

Grand Rapids.  John was a 

student at Calvin Seminary 

and Nadine taught in the 

Christian School in 

Cutlerville.  John Stek 

completed his seminary 

studies and entered the 

ministry of the Christian 

Reformed Church.  He and 

Nadine served the Christian 

Reformed Church in 

Raymond, Minnesota for a 

number of years.  They raised 

a family of one daughter and 

three sons: Ruth, David, Stan, 

and Doug.   

 

In 1961, John received an 

appointment to serve as 

professor of Old Testament 

studies at Calvin Theological 

Seminary.  He served in this 

capacity for the next 30 years.  

The family first rented a home 

in the Godwin Heights area of 

Grand Rapids, and later 

bought a home on Benjamin 

Avenue.  Nadine recalls that 

their family was blessed when 

the Lord directed them to 

become members of Fuller 

Avenue Church, just three 

blocks away.  They did not 

check out the pastor or the 

people!  They assumed that 

the pastor and church 

members were fine dedicated 

Christians.  And they were 

right. 

 

The family was able to walk to 

church, which was a good 

thing because John often had 

to preach in other churches on 

Sunday, and Nadine attended 

with the children. She recalls 

the first worship service she 

attended at Fuller, which was 

a Sunday when John was 

preaching elsewhere.  She was 

met at the door by an elder 

who informed her that it was 

communion Sunday  

and she would have to meet in 

the council room with the 

pastor and elder before she 

could receive permission to 

participate in communion.  At 
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that time Rev. William Vander 

Hoven was the pastor. 

The Stek children were able to 

walk to Cadets and other 

church activities, as well as to 

Oakdale Christian School 

from their home.  Having met 

some of the school children at 

Fuller made walking into a 

school full of strangers a little 

easier. 

 

Nadine and John became very 

active in their new church.  

Nadine was a member of the 

Ladies’ Fellowship evening 

Bible study group for many 

years, where she served one 

term as president.  She was a 

member of the Visitation 

team, visiting elderly members 

of the church.  She served one 

term as deacon.  She drove for 

the FISH program and for 

Meals at Home.  John also 

served on the church council, 

and occasionally preached at 

Fuller Avenue Church.  He 

wrote a number of books and 

articles. 

 

After her children were 

grown, Nadine returned to 

teaching for a time.  John 

became involved as chairman 

of the Committee on Bible 

Translation for the New 

International Version of the 

Bible.  This involved traveling 

to many different locations for 

yearly committee meetings.  

Nadine often accompanied 

John when he traveled to these 

meetings, where they were 

able to do some sightseeing 

along with John’s translation 

work.  Some of the interesting 

places to which they traveled 

were Germany, Spain, 

Scotland, Austria, England, 

Vancouver, and Colorado.  

Nadine is grateful to God for 

providing the opportunity to 

travel so extensively. 

 

In 2003 Nadine and John 

moved to a condo at Holland 

Home/Breton Woods.  There 

they became involved in the 

many activities offered for 

residents at the Holland 

Home/Breton campus.  John’s 

health gradually declined and 

he passed away in June 2009.  

Nadine’s daughter Ruth, who 

lived in Florida, passed away 

in June 2012. 

 

Nadine continues to live in her 

condo and keeps busy with a 

variety of activities.  She 

enjoys visiting with her three 

sons, who live and work 

nearby, and their families.  

She often entertains her 

numerous grandchildren and 

great-grandchildren.  She 

enjoys visiting with long-time 

friends and neighbors at 

Breton Woods.  In season, she 

takes care of her small garden.  

She enjoys sewing and 

reading.  She reads many 

books and magazines, 

especially letters, articles, 

sermons, and a variety of 

“papers” from John’s study, 

many written by him.  She 

keeps in contact with her 

brother and his wife in Iowa 

and her sister and her husband 

who live in Oak Lawn, 

Illinois. 

 

Nadine testifies to God’s 

blessings in her life by quoting 

her favorite scripture verse: “I 

lift up my eyes to the hills—

where does my help come 

from?  My help comes from 

the Lord, the Maker of heaven 

and earth.”  (Psalm 121:1)  

We thank God for the many 

years He has given Nadine to 

be of service to her family, 

church, and community. 

 

 

 

By your Love: A 

reflection on my 

Internship 

By Derek Ellens 
 

After almost 2 full years of 

working part time at Fuller 

Ave. Church I will be stepping 

away from my position as a 

Seminary Intern. It has been 

such a wonderful experience 

working with all the members 

of Fuller Ave. and many 

members of the surrounding 

community as well. My time 

on staff seems to have flown 

by; but simultaneously, it has 

been chalk full of 

opportunities, challenges, and 

joys.  

 

I remember when I was first 

told about the internship 

opportunity by Geoff 

Vandermolen, the Director of 

Vocational Formation at 

Calvin Seminary. He said 

there were many churches 

looking for part time Seminary 

students to work there during 

the school year. There were 

naturally quite a wide variety 

of churches (since it is Grand 

Rapids, the CRC version of 

Jerusalem) but one church 
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stood out. Geoff boasted that 

there was even a church that 

would pay a fair wage for the 

work! So naturally, I applied 

to that church right away. The 

job has been so much more 

than just a fair wage though. I 

have loved working at Fuller. 

In my first year, Nate outlined 

the various duties of the 

interns. Matt and I were to 

spend a certain amount of time 

doing Pastoral Care, Faith 

formation, Outreach, and 

Worship leadership. I knew 

what all these things meant 

but I had no idea how to 

participate in them 

successfully. Pastor Morris 

was a guide for the pastoral 

visits as I would tag alongside 

him to Raybrook and Breton 

Village every other week. 

When Morris got sick, it 

provided a great challenge for 

me to continue visiting on my 

own. After a few months of 

Pastoral care, I was very 

excited to tackle some of the 

faith formation duties. One of 

the big reasons I came to 

Seminary was because of my 

passion for youth ministry. 

Matt and Barbara had already 

started the boys club so I just 

picked up the reigns and 

continued the program.  

 

Something I noticed, along 

with other church members, 

was that there seemed to be a 

gap in ministry toward youth 

older than 5
th

 grade. After 

some direction from Pastor 

Nate, I started designing and 

promoting a Middle-School 

group here at Fuller. This was 

also challenging but very fun 

and gave me great joy. I will 

be continuing to coordinate 

the middle school group as a 

volunteer. There are many 

other things which I have been 

blessed to participate in such 

as the various outreach 

ministries like Tuesday family 

night, and all the various 

components of leading 

worship like preaching and 

planning. 

  

What has brought me the most 

Joy though, is being a witness 

to the love of Jesus in the 

church community. I have 

enjoyed all that I have learned, 

I have enjoyed being 

encouraged in my work, I 

have enjoyed being team 

members alongside amazing 

people like Matt, Marci, and 

Nate. But those pale in 

comparison to the Joy of 

seeing God’s love shine forth 

in this place. I remember 

sitting in the Hall Street 

Bakery with Pastor Nate as we 

met one last time before I 

would decide if I wanted the 

job or not. I distinctly 

remember Nate’s final 

comment about why Fuller 

was a good place to work, 

“The people here are just so 

full of love. They are the kind 

of people who put on a baby 

shower for Sam. They will 

have you over for dinner and 

are so generous.” While it was 

the fair wage that made me 

apply, it was these words 

about love that convinced me 

to take the job. Nate was 

certainly correct as I have seen 

that love lived out in the past 2 

years. There have been a few 

experiences where I’ve 

thought, “wow, that was really 

nice. They didn’t have to do 

that or say that.” That is what I 

believe is a defining mark of 

Christianity and key way to 

share the good news of Jesus. 

In those acts of love and 

encouragement that leave 

people saying, “wow, they 

didn’t have to do that… but 

they did.”  

Thank you Fuller. Thank you 

for taking a risk in hiring some 

young seminary students. 

Thank you for providing 

opportunities, challenges, and 

many joys in Fuller’s various 

ministries. Most of all, thank 

you for your love to Jill and 

myself. And please keep 

loving us! We will still be 

attending Fuller while I 

complete my M. Div. at the 

Seminary.  

 

John 13:35 – “By this, 

everyone will know that you 

are my disciples, if you love 

one another” 

 

Editor’s Note: Matt will 

continue his internship at 

Fuller for another school 

year. 

 

 

 

Graduations 
 

High School: 
Almira Zertuche graduates 

from Godwin Heights and she 

plans to go to Grand Rapids 

CC for 2 years.  She plans to 

then transfer to Ferris to major 

in architecture. 
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Birthdays & 
Anniversaries 
 

1    Paulette Fischer  

2    Kami Posthumus 

4    Caryl Vande Voort 

5    Lyle Phelps  

8    Cathy Winterhalter          

9    Marie Albers,  

Laurie Holwerda 

11    George Jasperse, 

Steve Powers 

13    Manuel Lara 

Joel & Wendy Veldheer 
(1975) 

14    Paul & Marilyn Braman 
(1975)  

Jack & Mary Vanden Berg 
(1975)  

15    Casey & Ruth Ter Haar 
(1967) 

16    Bert Wierenga  

Dave & Miki De Windt (1990)  

Don & Coral Kreykes (1955) 

17    Thomas Miller  

Ken & Laurel Bratt (1970) 

18    Derek & Jill Ellens (2016) 

19    Alex Powers 

20    Tina Belbot,  Josie Feyen  

Bruce & Barb Engbers (1975) 

22   George & Nancy Jasperse 
(1965) 

Thomas & Betty Jonker 
(1974) 

23    John & Barb Straatsma 
(1973) 

24    Jan Vriesenga  

25    Henry & Dorothy 
Schierbeek (1954) 

26    Carolyn Zwiers,  

Ray Kapteyn (M) 

29    Jim & Mary Speyer 
(1973) 
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June 2018 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     
 

1 

 

2 
 

3 
 

4 5 
4 pm: Phil 

Lucasse 

Memorial 

7 pm: 

Council 

Training 

6 

 

7 
7 pm: 

Council 

8 9 
 

10 
11:30 am: 

Welcome 

Lunch 
 

 

11 12 
6 pm: 

Church 

Picnic @ 

Millennium 

Park 

13 

 

14 
6 pm: DPP 

15 16 
 

17 
 

18 
 

19 

 

20 

 

21 22 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
6 pm: 

Tuesday 

Family 

Night 

 

27 
7 pm: 

Admin 

28 
6 pm: DPP 

29 30 
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