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Therefore, if anyone is in Christ the new creation
has come: The old has gone, the new is here!
2 Corinthians 5:17
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On the cover: As you
anticipate the coming new
year – you may think of it as a
clean slate – wishing to do
certain things in 2020 or you
may have made a list of new
year resolutions. The Bible
tells us of God’s promises so
you can face the new year
with hope and assurances.
Here are some Bible verses
that give us hope and
encouragement:
Isaiah 40:30-31
Psalm 98:1
Romans 8:18
Deuteronomy 7:13
Psalm 31:23-24
I Peter 1:3
Lamentations 3:22-23
Colossians 3:9-10
Revelations 21:5
Isaiah 40:31

December Council
Report
By Simeon Rowland, Clerk
This past month at Fuller the
Administration Committee
gave approval for the lowering
of the projectors in the

sanctuary by three feet. This
will allow for the projection to
be seen in the back section of
the sanctuary and make it
more comfortable for the
viewing on the first few pews.
Currently, the projection
cannot be seen in the last 5
pews in the back section of the
sanctuary. The Administration
gave approval to the Elevator
Remodel Committee to use
some of the remaining funds
from the remodel fund to hire
Elevate Studio to develop
preliminary designs for a
renovation of the lobby and
elevator. The preliminary
design will include 2D
drawings, 3D drawings and
cost estimating. The
Administration committee
approved Pastor Nate’s
sabbatical proposal for 2020
that he presented during the
meeting. Further information
will be given to the
congregation in regards to the
details of the sabbatical
proposal in the future.

contributes to the way we
examine and respond to
scripture.

Wednesday Morning
Women’s Bible Study

We always encourage anyone
to come to our meetings. A lot
of women aren’t there every
week but are welcome as their
schedule allows. If you
haven’t come or used to come
but haven’t tried it lately, then
we encourage you to give it a
try. It’s enriching, encourages
you to grow in your walk with
God, and is a good time to
meet some of the people who
live around us. Our next eightweek series begins in early
March. Watch for more

By Kate Miller
This fall as the weather got
colder, the Wednesday
morning ladies Bible study
seemed to get warmer. The
book we studied was
Colossians, and the leadership
facilitating discussion floated
around among Connie
Scheurwater, Ayana Johnson,
and Mary Speyer. Each person
has her own style, and it
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This year we tried to
incorporate the Pebbles and
Stones curriculum, which
didn’t, it turns out, come
naturally to everyone (go
figure, after spending our
whole lives not responding
emotionally or naturally to
learning, we now find it hard
to do so). Still the trust we
have developed makes the
prayer-and-share portion of
the meeting very meaningful.
It’s especially nice because we
have several members in the
group who usually worship at
other churches but come to
Fuller Bible study because
they enjoy the fellowship. And
several of our Fuller members,
in turn, have enjoyed the
ladies’ fellowship breakfasts
at Brown Hutchinson
Ministries. It’s a lovely time to
catch a glimpse of the
“catholic church” that we
confess in the Apostles’
Creed.

details in the announcement sheet as the time draws near.

Pictures from the Post Family Farm Church Outing, December 14, 2019
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Fuller Avenue Church
Christmas Celebration
and Communion
By Kate Miller
What could be more fun than
getting together with friends,
singing Christmas carols and
eating yummy food? The
Senior Christmas Celebration
and Communion Fellowship
was all that and more. Pastors
Nate and Phil provided an
encouraging meditation and
we all partook of communion
together. The songs were
sung heartily to Connie’s
accompaniment and Betty
Jonker organized a nice
amount and variety of
desserts. There’s always
leftovers to send away with
anyone who wants a few
sweets. As an added bonus
this year, Pastor Phil set up his
camera and took pictures for
the pictorial directory. It is
sad to see that we are losing
some people either to
immobility or transition to
heaven, but new people are
coming. Look out for it next
year and sign up. The more
the merrier!

From our Missionaries,
Eric and Penny
Schering
Paul and Crys,
Thank you!! We received the
Christmas cards a couple days
ago and have been reading and
re-reading them (the “rereading” part is me not “we”
because I still am not clear
about all the names and faces
in Fuller; nice to have a
picture directory, even though
it is old:- ) So good to be
remembered by you all.
We praise God with you that
your little Nari of your son
Steven and Alysia has been
able to produce enzymes on
her own and be free of the bad
effects of an earlier
diagnosis. The Lord shows
us so much mercy.
Eric and I continue to rejoice
that our daughter Teresa is
walking steadily with the
Lord. This too is a miracle of
great mercy:- )
Thank you so much for the
extra $200 from Fuller
Avenue this year and also for
the promise of support next
year in an increased
amount. Very much
appreciated.
Blessed Christmas,
Eric & Penny
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Book Review: Todd E
Robinson, A City Within
a City: The Black
Freedom Struggle in
Grand Rapids,
Michigan (Temple
University Press, 2013)
By Daniel R. Miller
Most of us think of Grand
Rapids as a good place to live
and it has received numerous
awards for excellence in
various categories. What is
less well known is that Grand
Rapids has a reputation as a
very poor place to live if you
are African American. A City
within a City, by Todd
Robinson, goes a long way to
explain that paradox.
Robinson traces the history of
the African American
community Grand Rapids
from the early twentieth
century until the 1970s. What
he finds is that as the number
of blacks grew, they faced
increasingly sophisticated
obstacles to their advancement
in housing, employment, and
education.
Throughout this period, Grand
Rapids was led by a coalition
of progressive white
Republicans who sought to
promote economic growth and
racial peace with a set of
policies Robinson labels
“managerial racism.” Housing

decisions were left to private
real estate developers who
refused to sell or rent to
African Americans in white
neighborhoods which meant
that African Americans were
increasingly confined to an
overcrowded ghetto on the
southeast side of the city.
Likewise, employment
opportunities were left in the
hands of mostly white
business owners who offered
only menial jobs to African
Americans, a policy that
suited their white workers.
And the growth of whites-only
suburbs with their own
employment and retail centers
further marginalized the black
community.
The appearance of racial peace
was interrupted in the 1960s
when Grand Rapids
confronted the court ordered
obligation to desegregate its
schools. A Master Plan was
devised that involved busing
black students to mostly white
schools on the periphery of the
city. The plan was bitterly
resented by white parents who
felt that they were losing
control of their neighborhood
schools. They elected new
members of the City Council
and the School Board who
blocked the plan before it
could be fully implemented.
Meanwhile, African
Americans were angered by
the closing of some of their
neighborhood schools, by the
obvious partiality of the plan
to white sensitivities since
only black students were to be
bussed, and by the hostile

reception their children met
when they arrived at their new
schools.
Robinson describes how
African Americans tried a
number of different
approaches to surmount these
ongoing racial constraints.
Paul Phillips curried favor
with white civic leaders and
won a few concessions
without unsetting the existing
power structure. Ella Sims
worked with the Office of
Equal Opportunity and the
Sheldon Complex to
encourage grassroots activism
and she opposed the “one-way
busing” approach of the Board
of Education Master Plan.
Black South High School
students challenged a
prohibition on mustaches. The
failure of such efforts to make
sufficient headway in
addressing longstanding
problems contributed to the
riot that broke out in the
summer of 1967 which finally
exposed the hollowness of the
claim that Grand Rapids had
successfully managed its
racial issues.
Many of us are already
familiar with the story of the
Civil Rights movement as it
occurred in the nation at large.
This is an excellent book for
anyone who wants to know
about this history of race
relations right here in our own
city. Multiple copies are
available at the Grand Rapids
Main Library.
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January Anniversaries &
Birthdays
1 Ambrose Rowland
3 Jim & Paulette Fischer
(1976)
9 Nate DeJong
McCarron & Faith Segaar
11 Russ Rykse
13 Henry Schierbeek
15 Micah Turnbull (M)
16 Tom & Mary Ippel
(1971)
17 Joel Veldheer
19 Gloria Stuit, Carol Van
Dyken (M)
20 Lorna Krosschell
21 Elodie Haan
22 Ryan La & Victor La
24 Emery Mosher
25 Bob & Carolyn Zwiers
(1964)
26 Dennis Vander Meer
28 Millie Dekker
30 Dorothy Kuperus
31 Karen Vander Meer

The deadline for the February
2020 Fuller Life is Sunday,
January 19, 2020

January 2020
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

2

3

4

9

10

11

New Year’s
Day

5

12

19

6

7

8

6:45 am:
Men’s Bible
Study

1:30 pm:
Staff
Meeting

13

14

15

6:45 am:
Men’s Bible
Study

6:30 pm:
Neighborhood Night

1-3 pm: Job
Fair

20

21

6:45 am:
Men’s Bible
Study

1:30 pm:
Staff
Meeting

7 pm:
Council

7 pm:
Pinochle

16

17

18

22

23

24

25

29

30

31

6:30 pm:
Neighborhood Night

26

27

28

6:45 am:
Men’s Bible
Study

6:30 pm:
Neighborhood Night
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