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December Council 

Report 

By Simeon Rowland, Clerk 
 

This past month at Fuller we 

saw the beginning process of 

the remodel project with the 

demolition and rebuilding of 

the stage in the sanctuary. 

There has been discussion by 

the congregation on adding to 

the remodel project to update 

carpet and paint in certain 

parts of the church and update 

the elevator to be more user-

friendly. The Council 

requested that in this article I 

relay parts of the Ministry 

Report that is discussed in our 

meetings so that the 

congregation can see the large 

amount of work our leaders 

do. Every month I will look at 

one pastor or intern and give a 

summary of their activities 

and this week I will put the 

spot light on Phil DeJonge. 

Phil has coordinated with the 

Elders and visiting committee 

to put together a schedule and 

rotation for visitation to make 

sure all are visited and there is 

proper communication 

between the teams. Phil has 

attended Council, 

Administration, Visiting 

Volunteers, and staff meetings 

to contribute his wisdom to 

the groups. He led the Adult 

Faith Formation discussion of 

Lectio Divina and made over 

24 face-to-face visits with 

members of our congregation 

this past month. This does not 

even take into account his 

phone calls, emails and other 

interactions with our 

congregation. The next time 

you see him be sure to thank 

him for his work.  

 

 

 
What Do You See? 

What Could It Mean? 

By John Knight 
 

Those questions flanked a 

mystery painting at The 

Gathering Place during 

November. Several members 

of Fuller and visitors who took 

time to study the image, 

cornered me and shared their 

own insights: “It’s about 

words we own and can’t keep 

to ourselves. They must come 

out (as in witnessing?)" 

Others saw an image of 

incarceration and the freedoms 

that come after release; or the 

work of the Holy Spirit (the 

dove). Mr. Gordie, who 

spends more time at the 

Gathering Place than anyone 

else, felt it was a missions 

message: go into all the world. 

 

The painting was entered in a 

state-wide competition” 

THOUGHT FOR OUR TIME, 

sponsored by a Michigan bank 

which has since merged into a 

broader conglomerate. My 

entry was one of six selected 

for inclusion in a portfolio by 

a UofM judge, and also used 

as full-page ads in regional 

editions of periodicals such as 

Time. 

 

As the competition deadline 

approached, I had no clue 

where to go with the theme 

until one night, on medication 

for an infection (definitely not 

marijuana), a vision began to 

surface. I thought of times in 

my life when I felt truly boxed 

in, and all my thoughts were 

trapped, box-like, within. It 

was not until God broke 

through and opened up my 

constrictive private world, that 

I could soar outward and 

upward. The quote may be 

secular but the meaning is 

spiritual.  

 

I appreciate all who took time 

to look and reflect. 
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Cookies and 

Communion 

By Ruth Van Stee 
 

Pastor Phil DeJonge invited 

about thirty people who were 

gathered in the Friendship 

Room at Raybrook to be 

enchanted by the nativity, to 

ponder the events as did Mary, 

and then to share the wonder 

of Christ’s birth.  Bert 

Wierenga was once again at 

the piano to accompany the 

singing of Christmas carols.  

 

Pastor Nate lead the 

meditation on the familiar 

story of the night the 

shepherds, some on watch for 

wild predators while others 

slept.  An angel suddenly burst 

on the scene and they were 

terrified at this great and holy 

disruption into their quiet 

night.  The first words from 

the angel were - don’t be 

afraid.   He went on to 

consider the disruptions that 

come into our lives, and we 

hear that same message - don’t 

be afraid, as our fear is 

soothed with hope. 

 

This was capped off with a 

celebration of the Lord’s 

Supper, choosing other carols 

to sing, and Christmas cookies 

and joyful conversation.   

 

There was discussion during 

the coffee time on how long 

Fuller has been having this 

Christmas celebration at 

Raybrrook and Carolyn 

Lucasse informed us that it 

was George Vander Weit that 

started the practice, and a call 

to Bonnie VanderWeit 

verified that.   According to 

Bonnie, the Vander Weit’s 

started to regularly invite 

seniors to their home for a 

coffee time, in order to get to 

know the senior members of 

their new congregation better.  

And then, when they asked the 

people living at Raybrook 

what they could do for them, 

the residents suggested having 

a communion service there.  

So combining their coffee 

times with a Communion 

Service near Christmas, along 

with a carol sing fest and a 

time for fellowship, it quickly 

became a cherished event 

every December.  

 

The Vander Weits organized it 

in the Friendship Room 

probably about a year after 

they arrived in Grand Rapids - 

so perhaps 2001 or 2002, 

making this one probably the 

17th annual Cookies and 

Communion.  Marlene 

Natelbourg agreed to help 

Bonnie with it and when 

Bonnie couldn’t attend, she 

did the planning for a number 

of years with the aid of Betty 

Jonker.  In recent years, we 

need to thank to Betty along 

with Joan Stuursma for the 

party planning. 
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The Calvin College January 

Series will bring to Grand 

Rapids another fine roster of 

speakers from January 3-23, 

including TODAY Show 

correspondent, Jenna Bush 

Hager (1/10); Pulitzer Prize-

winning columnist, Nicholas 

Kristof (1/14); one of TIME 

magazine’s 100 Most 

Influential People, Rachel 

Denhollander (1/22); and the 

former president of Ireland, 

Mary Robinson (1/23). All 

lectures are free and open to 

the public from 12:30-1:30 in 

the Covenant Fine Arts 

Auditorium. See the complete 

line-up at calvin.edu/january 

 

Of special interest to church 

members is the January 8 

lecture by Kara Powell: 

"Growing Young: Helping 

Young People Discover and 

Love the Church." Powell is 

Executive Director of the 

Fuller (Seminary) Youth 

Institute. She will share the 

results of a study of 250 

congregations and reveal the 

core commitments that are key 

to reaching and retaining 

young people in the church. 

 

Calvin's CALL program will 

host a brunch and pre-lecture 

conversation with Kara Powell 

at 10 AM on January 8. 

Reservations for the 

brunch  ($21, with reserved 

seating in the FAC) may be 

made by contacting Ken Bratt 

at: kbratt@gmail.com or 

942.2992. 

Kids Hope USA 

By Jerry VanVeen and Donna 

Meyer, co-directors 
 

Our Kids Hope program is off 

to another great start!  As a 

reminder, our program is 

linked to Campus Elementary 

School, on the site of Grand 

Rapids Public School campus 

and formerly The Calvin 

College location.  There is still 

the Calvin logo inlaid in the 

floor outside of the school 

office.  We are fortunate that 

Maria Lara is the school 

secretary. 

 

Our mentors spend one hour a 

week with their mentee, not 

only mentoring by way of 

conversation, but also by 

tutoring an area where the 

child needs help, typically 

math or reading. 

The hour often opens up with 

some conversation, then 

tutoring and then followed up 

with game time.  Our typical 

period is over the lunch hour 

so that the student does not 

miss class time. 

Principal Bernard Colton and 

teachers have often told us 

how respected our program 

is, often these kids come from 

deprived, single parent homes, 

and are behind in their 

academics.  They need extra 

help. 

 

Our mentors this year are 

Marilyn Braman, Carolyn 

Zwiers, Chuck Ippel, Donna 

Meyer, Jerry VanVeen, Rog 

Cornell, Dawn 

Cornell,  Manny Lara, Joel 

Veldheer,  Sophia Bryson and 

from the Calvin house - Emma 

Johnson, Isabelle Selles, 

Ashley Tubergen and Joy 

Choi.  Each of our mentors 

has a prayer partner and Mary 

Speyer has the role of 

directing that.  Carolyn Zwiers 

coordinates the teacher treats. 

 

In March we take our mentees 

to Eastbrook Lanes for our 

annual bowling party.  Several 

of the kids started asking me 

about this trip at the 

beginning of the school year. 

 

You've noticed that we have 

an ornament giving tree in our 

Fellowship room, each yellow 

star has an item listed that the 

teachers requested.  If you 

haven't done so,

 
please take one and bring the 

item, unwrapped, and place it 

under the tree.  Teachers often 

are paying for many of the 

supplies personally.  Donna 

and I will bring these gifts to 

Campus early January. 

 

Our program has been blessed 

by faithful mentors and 

participants. Thank you to 
each one of you for your 

willingness to give time and 

effort. 

https://calvin.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d172e228085b22b38e77315c4&id=0593ed6ed2&e=02a91acb0b
mailto:kbratt@gmail.com
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Thank you everyone for your 

support - your gifts, your 

response to the tissue drive, 

and your financial 

contributions.  It's all 

necessary and all appreciated. 

 

 

 

 
Mountain of 

Mercy/Thanksgiving 

Baskets 

On behalf of the deacons, 

Jerry VanVeen and AJ 

Heyboer 
 

Mountain of Mercy describes 

our annual Thanksgiving food 

collection for particular 

members of our congregation 

and people in need in our 

neighboring community, 

including several residents 

from Adams Park that worship 

with us.   This year we also 

included all six of our 

seminarians.  This program is 

directed by and distributed by 

the deacons the Sunday before 

Thanksgiving. 

 

Several weeks prior to 

Thanksgiving, generous 

worshippers at Fuller brought 

in food items which were 

placed on a table in the 

Fellowship Room.  This was a 

different process than in past 

years because of the 

remodeling in the sanctuary.  

The temporary relocation of 

the organ prevented us from 

using the front corner of 

church as a collection site and 

so we moved our mountain 

downstairs.  We had faith that 

our efforts would be rewarded 

(faith can move a mountain). 

 

You probably noticed our 

collection growing week to 

week from donations, and 

purchases from Feeding 

America and Gordon's Food 

Service.  Several of us, 

including Greg and Ellen 

VanStee, Jim and Paulette 

Fischer and Jan VanVeen 

sorted the inventory and 

packed it into boxes. On 

Sunday, the day of distribution 

we added perishable items. 

Also included were chicken, 

ham or a turkey.  Certain 

recipients were given gift 

cards instead of a food box, by 

request, or lack of cooking 

materials. 

 

Thank you everyone, for your 

donations, your support and 

your continued efforts in 

making this program a 

success.  Because of your 

support we were able to 

deliver 25 gifts.  It's certainly 

heartwarming to see such a 

wonderful response to our 

Mountain of Mercy request. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
January 
Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

3    Jim & Paulette Fischer 
(1976) 
4   Omariya Zertuche 

7   Brandon Posthumus 

8   Sarah Witteveen 

9   Nate DeJong McCarron 
     Faith Segaar 
11  Russ Rykse 

13  Henry Schierbeek 

15  Micah Turnbull (M) 
16  Tom & Mary Ippel 
(1971) 
17  Joel Veldheer 
19  Gloria Stuit 

Carol Van Dyken (M) 
20   Lorna Krosschell  
21   Elodie Haan 

22   Ryan La 

Victor La 

25   Bob & Carolyn Zwiers 
(1964) 
26   Dennis Vander Meer 
28   Millie Dekker 
29   Amarissa Zertuche 

30   Dorothy Kuperus 

31   Karen Vander Meer 
 

 

A BIG thank you to 
everyone who contributed 
articles to the Fuller Life in 
2018.  Fuller Life would not 
exist without you!  
 

 

 

The deadline for the February 

issue of the Fuller Life is 

Sunday, January 20, 2019 
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Make a snowman 
 

You will need these supplies: 

 Construction paper 

 Cotton balls 

 Glue 

 Googly eyes 

 Buttons  

 Chenille stems 

 Red embroidery floss 

 Scissors 

Draw two large circles on a sheet of construction paper. 
Fill in with cotton balls. 
Add your googly eyes, buttons, chenille stems for arms and legs, and red embroidery 
floss for a scarf. 
 
 
 

Read about snow 
Books: 
 

The Snowman by Raymond Briggs 
 
Tracks in the Snow by Wong Herbert Yee, ages 2-6 
 
The Big Snow by Berta Hader, ages 5-9 
 
It’s Snowing by Gail Gibbons, age 4-9.  Fun facts about snow. 
 
The Story of Snow: The Science of Winter’s Wonder by Mark Cassino, age 4 & up. 
The story of snow with close up images of “imperfect” snow crystals. 
 
Snowflake Bentley by Jacqueline Briggs Martin, ages 4-7. True story of Wilson Bentley 
through trial and error and at great cost developed a process for taking first 
photographs of snowflakes and eventually published a book of his photographs. 
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January 2019 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
 
 

Baxter Food 

Offering 

 

7 
 

7 pm: 

Community 

Life 

8 
1:45 pm: 

Staff 

Meeting 

9 

 

10 
7 pm: 

Council 

11 

 

12 
7 pm: 

Pinochle 

 

13 14 

 

15 

 

16 

 

17 
Classis GR 

East meeting 

18 19 
 

20 
 

 

21 22 
1:45 pm:  

Staff 

Meeting 

23 
 

24 

 

25 
 

26 

27 
 

28 29 30 31 
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