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December Council 

Report 

By Bill Kooy, Clerk 
 

Jack VandenBerg read 

Hebrews 13 verse 8 reflecting 

on what this passage meant to 

his mother, Marian, 

throughout her life and then 

opened with prayer. 

 
Nate introduced Barbara 

Bjelland and Kent Sanders to 

the meeting. Barbara has been 

working as the Director of 

Faith Formation since May 

and now is becoming a 

member of our church. Kent 

has been attending for about a 

year and spoke of his faith 

walk throughout his life. As a 

member of our church, he 

would now like to be baptized 

and this will be scheduled in 

the near future. We welcomed 

each of them as members of 

our church. 

 
From the Administration 

Committee, the 

recommendation that Fuller 

implements the EFT method 

for electronic giving was 

approved. Council also 

approved the recommendation 

that white “Special Offering” 

envelopes be added for giving 

to special causes; once 

implemented, loose offerings 

as well as “green” envelopes 

would be designated for the 

Fuller Ministries Fund. The 

new policy for both 

emergency and non-

emergency unbudgeted 

expenses was reviewed and 

approved. And the request 

from the Music teacher at 

Campus School asking if 

Fuller CRC would be willing 

to allow the use of our church 

as the venue for the schools 

music programs for Christmas, 

Black History Month, and 

Valentines/Spring concert was 

approved. 

 
The report from Finance 

Committee noted the needs for 

the end of 2016. Up to date 

information on the receipts 

will be in the bulletin each 

week to keep the congregation 

informed of the need.  

 
From Facilities we heard that 

the repair to the front windows 

is complete, that the lights in 

front of the church have been 

replaced, and that plans are in 

works to repaint the front 

entry and “Gathering Place”. 

 
For the Christmas Eve 

Candlelight service, 

invitational flyers have been 

printed up to invite the 

community around Fuller as 

well as friends and neighbors. 

An announcement will be 

made asking for volunteers to 

help distribute them. 

 

We discussed our next steps 

following Jack Lynn’s 

presentation and the reaction 

from our December 4 Worship 

Service and discussion that 

followed. The Administration 

Committee will continue to 

discuss this in a special 

meeting on December 13 as 

well as at the next Council 

meeting. More information 

will be coming. We are 

encouraged to continually 

pray as we seek God’s will for 

His church and how we 

minister to each other and the 

neighborhood here at Fuller. 

 
Pastor Nate concluded the 

series on 2016 Living and we 

are now in the Advent season 

in the series entitled Great 

Expectation. He has also been 

providing direction and 

leadership for Barbara 

Bjelland, Matt Mulder, and 

Derek Ellens. Pastor Morris 

has been busy with pastoral 

care this month particularly 

with the continued loss 

experienced by our 

congregation. Barbara 

Bjelland has been working 

with the Nursery team, 

Children’s Worship, Boy’s 

Club, with Pastor Morris on 

the Grief Group, and finishing 

up the Intergenerational Grow 

Groups. 

 
Matt Mulder has been 

involved in the Advent 

Planning meetings, Worship 

Committee meetings, and 

Outreach meetings. He was 

also part of Boy’s Club and 

the Intergenerational Grow 

Groups. He was part of the 
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team delivering the Mountains 

of Mercy baskets to Adams 

Park. Matt and Derek hosted 

the first event for The Fuller 

Bunch, a 20’s and 30’s group, 

which went well. They also 

led the Christmas Cookie 

Decorating event. Derek 

Ellens has been regularly 

making visits with Pastor 

Morris and has been getting to 

know some our members 

living at Raybrook. He has 

also been involved in the 

Advent Planning meetings. 

 
Marilyn Braman reported on 

her attendance with Nate of 

the Classis meeting and spoke 

of the inspiring stories of the 

faith walk of the four 

individuals who were being 

examined. 

 
Care Group Elder and Deacon 

Teams met together to discuss 

their Care Groups. 

 

The next meeting is January 5. 

for His church and we 

minister to each other and the  

neighborhood here at Fuller. 

 

The next meeting is December 

8. 

 

 

 

Boy’s Club 

By Barbara Bjelland 
 

Fuller Ave. was blessed and 

was a blessing to many boys 

this fall, through our new 

Boy’s Club. The program ran 

from Oct. 13 through Nov. 17 

for boys K-5
th

 grade and will 

re-start in the spring. We met 

upstairs in the Youth Room, 

and often went outside for 

games. We used a structured 

format of Bible verse memory, 

crafts, Bible stories, games 

and snacks, which kept 

everyone busy and learning. 

Barb Engbers and Daryl 

Vriesenga were the story-

tellers for both the Boy’s Club 

and Bakers. We met on 

Thursday evenings at the same 

time as Bakers, which was a 

good way to integrate siblings 

and get to know families. 

 

We had a total of eight boys 

who participated, both boys 

that attend Fuller church, and 

boys that do not. There were 

many highlights of our time 

together. One night, we had a 

neighbor give the boys a tour 

of her Fuller Garden, along 

with giving them each a seed 

pack and a carrot. Miss Ayana 

is trained as a teacher and also 

talked a little about that with 

the boys. It was fun to see, 

smell and taste her garden 

produce, and is important for 

the boys to have role models 

and think about their futures.  

 

We also had a tour of the 

Fuller art gallery. One of our 

leaders (Dave DeWindt) 

showed the photo and 

summarized the biography of 

the artist. Some of the boys 

are quite artistic, so this 

opened up more ideas of 

future possibilities to the boys. 

The boys were especially 

interested in seeing the art, as 

it depicted the Bible stories 

they had heard this session. 

They all did a fill-in the-blank 

worksheet relating to the 

Scriptural meaning of the 

artwork, and got a prize. 

 

Seminary Intern Matt Mulder 

was a welcome addition to our 

leadership team. He assisted in 

planning the last three weeks. 

The last night of Boy’s Club 

was close to Thanksgiving, so 

Matt provided a special 

cupcake snack in the form of a 

turkey!  

 

We are intentional about the 

content that we cover, and 

how it can help the boys take 

their next steps in their walk 

with our Lord. The last week, 

we discussed praying in a “T-

S-P” way: Thank you; Sorry; 

Please. Shortly after this, we 

had a prayer time, and one of 

the boys thanked God for 

making the world. This 

touched my heart, as we had 

talked about God making the 

world five weeks before this, 

in our first session. The boys 

really do listen and remember 

what we cover, though they 

may be wiggling.  
 

We try to talk to parents and 

emphasize that parent/s or 

guardians are welcome to stay 

with the Boy’s Club anytime. 

We also do a follow up to 

boys that are absent with a 

phone call and invite families 

to other activities at Fuller 

Church. We had a “Family 

Open House” the last week, 

and one mom and young 

sibling joined us. New boys 

are always welcome, so if you 

know any friends or neighbors 
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that would like to come, 

please bring them. 

 

Pastor Nate, myself, one of the 

Seminary interns, a man from 

Project Neighborhood House 

(Isaac DeBoer or Nate 

Mulder), and Dave DeWindt 

alternated as leaders. Boys at 

this age appreciate lots of 

personal attention. I pray that 

more people from the church 

will get involved with the 

Boy’s Club, so that we can 

continue relationships with the 

boys and families for years to 

come. 

 

 

 

Bakers 

By Sue Hollemans 
 

This fall we welcomed back 

all of our leaders and kitchen 

crew to Fuller Avenue Bakers. 

These people are important to 

the success if this ministry. 

After all the planning we were 

happy to meet the fall crop of 

girls. 

 

We had 18 Bakers arrive each 

Thursday evening from 

October 13 to November 17. 

Some of our recipes included 

Chocolate Cream Pie, Sand 

Parfaits, Pumpkin Fluff, 

Healthy Apple Cookies, and 

Fruit Pizza. There is such 

excitement at each meeting 

not only for the recipe but for 

the Bible story. 

Each week Barb Engbers or 

Daryl Vriesenga told stories 

from the Old Testament. This 

was the best time when the 

girls were mesmerized by the 

compelling stories of the 

Bible. Another cool thing was 

that the story tellers always 

brought a little treat for the 

girls that reminded the girls of 

the story. We were always 

amazed by how much they 

remembered from week to 

week. 

 

We can see God is blessing 

this ministry. We thank the 

entire congregation for their 

prayers and support. We look 

forward to beginning again in 

March. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Mountain of Mercy 

By Wendy Veldheer, Jim 

Fischer, Liz Rozeboom on 

behalf of the Fuller Avenue 

Deacons. 
 

Mountain of Mercy is a 

project of Fuller Avenue 

Church and coordinated by the 

deacons for the purpose of 

distributing food items to 

members and people in our 

neighborhood at Thanksgiving 

time.  A food offering was 

received on four Sundays prior 

to Thanksgiving with a focus 

on different categories each 

week.  Some specific requests 

were for peanut butter, jam, 

canned fruit and vegetables, 

tuna fish, rice, pasta, pasta 

sauce, canned soups, cereal, 

oatmeal, and fresh apples, 

onions, carrots, and potatoes.  

The response of the Fuller 

congregation was extremely 

generous.  Some of the items 

for the food boxes were 

purchased from Feeding 

America.  Turkeys for large 

families, chickens for single 

people, and pumpkins pies 

were purchased from Family 

Fare. 

 

The list of recipients is made 

up of neighborhood people 

who call the church office, 

church members, and those 

Adams Park residents who 

attend our church activities.  

The total number of boxes 

delivered this year was 32.  

There was a large amount of 

non-perishable food and 

produce delivered to Adams 

Park Food Pantry that was 

made available to all residents. 

 

This project always requires 

many man-hours and once 

again Fuller Avenue rose to 

the occasion. At the risk of 

omitting someone, we would 

like to recognize those who 

helped with this project.  

Special thanks must be given 

to Greg and Ellen Van Stee for 

not only their hands-on help 

but also sharing their valuable 

knowledge as they have 

assisted with this project for a 

number of years.  Jan Van 

Veen did the ordering and 
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purchasing from Feeding 

America and she and Derek 

Ellens were the contacts with 

Adams Park.  Others who 

contributed knowledge and 

manpower were Marci Phelps, 

Liz and Jerry Rozeboom, 

Doug Hoek, Steve and Sue 

Hollemans, Derek and Jill 

Ellens, Jan and Jerry 

VanVeen, Tom Jonker, Pat 

DeVries, Steve and Roslyn 

VanDyke, Bill Kooy, Joel 

Veldheer, and Gordy 

VanHaitsma.  Apologies again 

if we have left anyone out.  As 

you can see this project does 

require lots of volunteers but 

many hands do truly make 

light work. 

 

Thank you again to the Fuller 

family who were so generous 

in their donations and support. 

 

 

 

Christmas Cookie 

Decorating and 

Caroling Event 

By Matthew Mulder 
 

On Saturday, December 10, 

the Neighborhood Outreach 

Committee hosted a Christmas 

Cookie 

Decorating and 

Caroling event in 

the Fellowship 

Room. We had 

volunteers bake 500 cookies, 

make icing in different colors, 

and buy sprinkles. All told, we 

had around 50-60 people show 

up to set up, decorate cookies, 

keep things running, and clean 

up. Most of our cookies were 

put into tins along with 

Christmas-themed coloring 

pages and brought over to our 

friends at Adam’s Park, where 

a group of us gave out 

cookies, sang Christmas 

carols, and hung out with 

residents for a time. We were 

truly blessed to have so many 

people participate. 

 

 

 

New Banner 

By John Knight 
 

This year marks the 500
th

 

anniversary of the Protestant 

Reformation.  What started as 

a minor church revolt in 1517 

became a turning point in 

western culture thanks to a 

former monk, the gifted 

scholar: Martin Luther.  No 

doubt this event will trigger 

much media coverage, 

scholarly analyses, and 

celebrations throughout 2017. 

 

At Fuller this year, we will 

occasionally display a pulpit 

banner that shows the 

centrality of God’s Word, 

using one of Luther’s key 

proclamations: Sola 

Scriptura, certainly the easiest 

concept to present visually 

with a descending dove 

showing the Holy Spirit’s role 

in the writing of a Bible which 

is no longer the exclusive 

domain of the clergy but for us 

all to read and to respond to. 

 

The other concepts central to 

Luther’s writing are Sola Fide 

and Sola Gratia. Maybe 

someone else at Fuller can 

brainstorm symbols that 

illustrate these other concepts. 

 

 

 

 

In Memory of 

Marian Ruth 

VandenBerg, June 

18, 1921 – October 

20, 2016 

By Mary VandenBerg Speyer 

and read on November 19, 

2016 at the memorial service 

for Marian Ruth Zylstra 

VandenBerg 
 

When a dear one dies, we stop 

and look at that individual life, 

and we see its beauty and its 

impact.  As we take pause to 

remember the life of our dear 

mother, Marian Ruth Zylstra 

VandenBerg, the challenge is 

to present a set of memories 

that captures the essence of 

her personality without going 

on endlessly.  I’ve decided to 

keep it simple by focusing on 

her qualities and 

characteristics which begin 

with the letter W.  

  

Let’s start with one of the 

basics: Mother was a Western 

Washington Woman.  Born 

and reared in idyllic Lynden, 

in Washington’s Watcom 
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County, she always considered 

the Nooksack River Valley, 

Birch Bay, Puget Sound, the 

San Juan Islands, and Mount 

Baker to be sacred places. 

 

Next she was a Worthy Wife.  

What a fabulous 70-plus 

years’ partnership Mom and 

Dad had!  They were partners 

in parenting, grand parenting, 

and great-grand parenting; 

partners in missions and 

ministry; partners in home-

building and home-

maintenance. Their home was 

a haven for many, as the two 

of them carried out partnership 

in hospitality. They were also 

partners in fun and 

adventure—taking trips and 

treks with and without us kids.  

Mom’s supportive partnership 

of Dad gave him a solid 

foundation and a comforting 

haven from which to pursue a 

variety of productive career 

opportunities.  

  

Mom was a Wage less 

Worker.  Though she was a 

certified teacher with years of 

experience in various school 

systems (a whole other 

fascinating chapter of Mom’s 

life), she chose to put career 

aside in favor of being a 

home-maker—and a 

volunteer.  This wage less 

worker put in many hours in 

PTA, at church, in the 

community, on the GR 

Housing Inspection Board, at 

the Baxter Community Center, 

on the Bethany Christian 

Services hotline, at Bible 

Study Fellowship, at Rehoboth 

Christian School in New 

Mexico, in inner-city tutoring, 

and in numerous other places 

and capacities. 

 

Then, too, Mother was 

Wonder-full.  She marveled at 

the beauties of nature, at the 

pleasures of relationships, at 

the delights of books and 

music, at the remarkable 

workings of Providence.  All 

creatures great and small 

brought forth exclamations of 

wonder.  In fact, she had a 

special expression of response 

at anything that gave her 

joy…WUNNN-derful!  I 

remember being caught up in 

her sense of wonder on many 

occasions. 

   

Next, Mother was Warm and 

Welcoming.  She saw the best 

in every person, and managed 

to make each one feel special 

and appreciated.  It was her 

pleasure to help other people 

get connected—introducing a 

relative to a friend, a new 

neighbor to an old neighbor, 

or helping two of her 

acquaintances become 

acquainted with each other.  

On top of all of this, Mom was 

Wise and Witty.  She was a 

great listener and was always 

available as a sounding board 

or to share the excitement or 

chagrin of those who sought 

her out.  She was not so much 

funny as she was fun, taking 

and giving joy in every 

imaginable circumstance.  

With her sparkling eyes and 

ready smile, she invited joy, 

and welcomed opportunities to 

laugh.  Small things tickled 

her funny bone and brought 

her delight. 

   

If I had the time and the space, 

I’d elaborate on Mother’s role 

as a World War II Writer.  

Nearly every day during four 

long war years she 

corresponded with her beloved 

fiancé, John, while he was 

away in the service.  And I’d 

explain in detail some of the 

delightful products that 

Mother crafted as 

Woodworker. 

   

What, we might ask, is the 

secret behind such a WOW of 

a woman?  Was it simply an 

accident of birth that she was 

cheerful and sweet?  Or did 

she take a dedicated course of 

study in Winsome 

Womanhood?  I see the 

answer in three things that she 

was not and in four things that 

she was. 

 

Mother was not a Wimp; she 

handled most any challenge 

that came her way with calm 

resolve.  She was not a 

Whiner; she did not complain 

when things did not go as she 

had hoped nor when she had 

to face pain or loss.  Most 

amazingly, Mother was not a 

Worrier.  Think of the misery 

that we could all be spared if 

we would follow her example!  

   

And now the four special 

things that she was: Mother 

was a Warrior, a prayer 

warrior.  As Dad put it one 

time, “For Mother prayer is 

not a lifeline but a life.”  If 

you knew Mother, it’s safe to 
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say that you have been the 

subject of some of her prayers.  

One of her most frequently–

expressed send-offs was, 

“We’ll be praying you along.”  

For over twenty five years 

Mom and Dad rose early 

every morning to meet with a 

small group at church in 

praying for individuals, for 

missions, for the nation, and 

for the world.  Second, she 

was a Worshipper; she 

delighted to give God praise 

and glory.  To the very end of 

her life, she loved to sing 

songs of the faith.  Third, she 

was a Walker; not only did she 

walk regularly for exercise, 

but she walked very close to 

Jesus in every situation of life.  

Mother was exceptionally 

good at walking humbly with 

her God and at practicing the 

presence of Christ.  Finally, 

Mother was a Woman of the 

Word; she knew and exercised 

the power of words and word 

crafting, and she was a great 

student and teacher of God’s 

Word.  Oh, how that dear 

woman knew how to open the 

Bible, seek out it treasures, 

and apply its teachings!  Many 

and many are the people who 

have sat at her feet and 

received blessing from this 

special gift. 

 

I leave you with a passage of 

scripture.  In his letter to the 

Philippians, chapter 1 verse 

27, Paul says, Whatever 

happens, conduct yourself in a 

manner worthy of the Gospel 

of Christ. I don’t think we are 

being presumptuous, in saying 

that Mother did exactly that.  

And it is not hard to imagine 

that when she entered her 

heavenly home she heard the 

words “Well done!” 
 

Thank you, Lord, for your 

gracious gift of our mother, 

Marian VandenBerg. 
 

To God alone be the glory! 

 

 

 

 

In Memory of 

Gertrude De Boer 

By Connie Schuerwater 
 

(This article about Bill and 

Gert De Boer was originally 

published in the March 2014 

Fuller Life.  Gert passed away 

recently and Bill died on 

November 12, 2014) 
 

Willis and Gertrude De Boer 

have been members of Fuller 

Avenue Church for over fifty 

years.  They have been 

residents of Holland 

Home/Raybrook since 2009.  

Through the years they have 

been very faithful in church 

attendance, but at the present 

time health issues prevent 

them from attendance at Fuller 

worship services.  However, 

they are able to take advantage 

of activities available at 

Raybrook, such as worship 

services, birthday parties, 

movies, special speakers, 

morning coffee hour, resident 

dinners, and CALL (Calvin 

Academy of Lifelong 

Learning) classes. 

 

Willis (Bill) De Boer grew up 

in Grand Rapids, and was 

baptized at LaGrave Avenue 

Christian Reformed Church, 

where his parents were 

members.  His great-

grandfather, Rev. John Y. 

DeBaun, was the first pastor 

of LaGrave Avenue Church, 

which was the first English-

speaking church in the 

denomination, during the 

years 1887-1892.  Bill’s 

education took place in the 

Grand Rapids Public School 

System.  He graduated from 

Ottawa Hills High School 

which is now the location of 

the Grand Rapids Christian 

Elementary School.  Gertrude 

(Gert) Hekman grew up in the 

Christian Reformed 

community of Ripon, 

California, the youngest of 

thirteen children.  Her father 

passed away when Gert was 

six months old, and her 

mother passed away when she 

was twelve years old.  Gert 

credits her older siblings as 

well as the Ripon Christian 

community with keeping the 

family together after the 

deaths of her parents.  She 

spent many of her growing up 

years working for her siblings’ 

families and taking care of 

nieces and nephews.  She 

attended and graduated from 

Ripon Public High School. 

 

In 1941, Bill and Gert both 

enrolled as freshmen at Calvin 
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College.  However, they did 

not meet at that time.  The first 

semester of that academic year 

climaxed with the Japanese 

attack on the American fleet at 

Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, marking 

the beginning of US 

involvement in World War II.  

Bill joined an army deferment 

program, and completed 

another year of college before 

being called into service.  His 

time of service was spent in 

European countries – England, 

France, Belgium, and 

Germany.  After the war in 

Europe ended, he was sent to 

the Far East, but the war there 

was over before he arrived, 

and his ship was diverted back 

to the states.  He was 

discharged in October 1945.  

Gert left college after her first 

year, and spent the war years 

doing a variety of work in a 

variety of places.  She 

eventually got a job working 

in the experimental division of 

the Wright Aeronautical Plant 

in New Jersey, testing aircraft 

engines, and living at the 

Jewish Mission in downtown 

Paterson. 

Bill and Gert met in 1946, 

after they both returned to 

Calvin College to continue 

their studies.  Bill completed 

the pre-seminary college 

course and then spent three 

years at Calvin Theological 

Seminary.  Gert graduated 

with a degree in history and 

social work.  Along with her 

studies, she was employed as a 

social worker at Evangeline 

Home, a Salvation Army 

home for unmarried mothers, 

and continued this work after 

graduation.  Bill and Gert 

were married in August 1950.  

In 1951 Bill was ordained into 

the ministry of the Christian 

Reformed Church. 

 

The first church that the De 

Boers served was the 

Washington DC Christian 

Reformed Church.  These 

were the years of the Korean 

“Affair,” which brought many 

military and government 

people to Washington, and 

made for a most lively 

pastorate.  In 1956, Bill 

accepted a call from the CRC 

Home Mission Board to serve 

a group of six families in 

Bradenton, Florida.  This 

group grew into the Bradenton 

Christian Reformed Church, 

which was organized later that 

year with 19 families.  While 

in Florida, Bill also laid the 

foundation for the Pinellas 

Park Christian Reformed 

Church in the St. Petersburg 

area. 

 

In 1958 Bill requested a leave 

of absence to pursue graduate 

study.  The family, which now 

included three daughters, left 

for The Netherlands in 

August, where Bill spent the 

next three years and eight 

months studying at the Free 

University in Amsterdam.  

While in Europe, the family 

rented a car and spent a month 

traveling in France, 

Switzerland, and Italy.  In 

April 1962, Bill graduated 

from the Free University with 

a Doctor of Theology degree.  

His field of study was New 

Testament, with an emphasis 

on Pauline studies; his 

dissertation was The Imitation 

of Paul: An Exegetical Study. 

 

Bill and Gert moved to Grand 

Rapids in the spring of 1962 

with their three daughters and 

an infant son.  Bill had 

received an appointment to 

teach at Calvin College 

beginning in September.  They 

purchased a house on the 

corner of Alexander Street and 

Cooper Avenue.  Bill accepted 

a CRC Home Mission Board 

assignment to serve a group in 

Mason City, Iowa until his 

assignment at Calvin would 

begin.  Since their family 

could not be accommodated in 

Mason City, Gert remained in 

Grand Rapids with the 

children, and with no car.  

During this period of time she 

and the children began to 

attend Fuller Avenue Church, 

which was within easy 

walking distance.  This was 

the beginning of the De Boers’ 

affiliation with Fuller Avenue 

Church, which continues to 

the present day. 

Bill’s teaching assignment at 

Calvin College began in the 

fall of 1962 and continued for 

the next 26 years. He was 

Professor of Religion and 

Theology, and served as 

department chairman from 

1981 to 1988.  He taught 

Biblical subjects as well as 

courses on Calvin’s Institutes, 

Christian Perspectives on 

Learning, and an interim 

course on C.S. Lewis.  He 

often preached on Sundays, 

and served on the Oakdale 

Christian School Board.  Gert 
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held several jobs as social 

worker, children’s camp 

recruiter, insurance secretary, 

teacher assistant, and librarian 

at Oakdale Christian School.  

Another son was born into 

their family during those 

years.   

 

The De Boers became very 

active as members of Fuller 

Avenue Church.  Gert was in 

charge of the nursery, served 

as Bible Study leader for 

Ladies Fellowship and 

Mary/Martha societies, and 

taught Sunday School.  She 

was one of the first women to 

serve a term as deacon, after 

that office was opened to 

women.  Bill served several 

terms as elder.  Together with 

John Vanden Berg, he led the 

Mr. and Mrs. Society for older 

members, which later became 

Faith and Friendship.  This 

group met for a number of 

years, and disbanded in 2006 

after most of the members 

moved to retirement homes or 

passed away. 

In 1988 both Gert and Bill 

retired from their jobs and 

began an exciting new era in 

their lives.  For the next 15 

years they traveled off and on 

to different areas of the 

country, where Bill served as 

interim pastor or educational 

assistant in a number of 

Christian Reformed 

communities.  Their 

assignments took them to 

Indiana, Texas, Ohio, 

California, Michigan, Illinois, 

Iowa, Alaska, New York, and 

Montana.  During these 

assignments, Gert also had 

opportunity to serve wherever 

there were needs. Between 

assignments Bill did some part 

time teaching at Calvin 

College.  In 2003, while 

serving in Conrad, Montana, 

Bill and Gert both began to 

experience heart problems, 

which made it advisable to 

discontinue preaching and 

teaching.  That put an end to 

this phase of their lives. 

 

Besides traveling for ministry 

assignments, the De Boers 

also made many pleasure trips 

through the years.  For about 

30 years, they traveled with 

their children in a Volkswagon 

Camper, making many trips to 

California to visit family.  In 

2007 they made a trip to 

Hawaii, completing visits to 

all 50 states.   They did an 

Elder Hostel in Thailand and 

Laos, which gave them 

opportunity to visit their 

daughter in Cambodia.   

  

The De Boers’ five children 

are Sandra who lives in 

Cadillac MI, Kathleen who 

lives in Kentucky, Patricia 

who lives in Cambodia, 

Phillip who lives in 

Wisconsin, and Stephen who 

lives in Ohio.  There are now 

five grandchildren, three of 

whom are married, and six 

great-grandchildren.  The 

grandchildren add many 

interesting facets to the lives 

of the grandparents. 

 

In 2013, both Bill and Gert De 

Boer observed their 90
th

 

birthdays.  We thank God for 

their many years of service to 

Fuller Avenue Church as well 

as to the denomination and 

community, and we pray for 

continued blessings in their 

lives. 

 

 
 

 

 
The deadline for the 
February issue of the Fuller 
Life is Sunday, January 22, 
2017 
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Birthdays and Anniversaries

1  Bob Winterhalter,  Jr. 

3  Jim & Paulette Fischer 
(1976) 

4  Omariya Zertuche 

7  Brandon Posthumus 

8  Sarah Witteveen 

9  Nate DeJong McCarron  

Faith Segaar 

11  Russ Rykse 

12  Audrey McIntosh 

13  Henry Schierbeek 

15  Micah Turnbull (M) 

16  Tom & Mary Ippel 
(1971) 

17  Joel Veldheer 

19  Gloria Stuit 

Carol Van Dyken (M) 

20  Lorna Krosschell 

 Fran Van Baak 

22  Ryan La 

Victor La 

25  Bob & Carolyn Zwiers 
(1964) 

26  Dennis Vander Meer 

28  Millie Dekker 

29  Amarissa Zertuche 

30  Dorothy Kuperus 

31  Karen Vander Meer 
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January 2017 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
10 am: Faith 

Promise & 

Food 

Offering for 

Baxter 

2 3 4 
7:30 pm: 

Choir 

5 
7 pm: 

Council 

6 7 

8 
10 am: 

Communion 

9 10 11 
7:30 pm: 

Choir 

12 13 14 
7 pm: 

Pinochle 

15 16 17 18 
7 pm: Admin 

Committee 

7:30 pm: 

Choir 

19 20 21 

22 
6 pm: Care 

Group 

Meetings 

23 24 25 
7:30 pm: 

Choir 

26 27 
10:30 am: 

Paraklesis 

6 pm: 

Community 

Dinner 

28 

29 
5 pm: Kids 

Hope USA 

Celebration 

@ Calvin 

CRC 

30 31     
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Fuller Avenue Christian Reformed Church 

1239 Fuller Avenue, S. E.  

Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506-3248 
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