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December Council 

Report 

By Barb Straatsma, Clerk 

 

Greg Van Stee opened our 

meeting by reading part of 

Acts 4 and praying. 

 

In the Worship Committee 

Meeting Minutes we read that 

there are 5 churches involved 

in our Classis combined 

evening services and they 

have been expanded to 10 

services per year.  Fuller will 

host the services on February 

21 and May 29.  Care Group 

meetings will be held on 

January 31 and May 1.  A new 

pulpit was designed and built 

by John Straatsma.  Advent 

planning is going well.  We 

will look at how 4 Old 

Testament prophets help us 

anticipate and prepare 

ourselves to celebrate our 

coming Savior/Christmas. 

 

The Global Outreach 

Committee prepared their 

2016 proposed budget.  As of 

November 8 they received 

$20,025.  Donations will be 

accepted until the end of the 

year.  Christmas cards for our 

missionaries/teachers should 

be put in the GO Christmas 

card box by December 6.  The 

cards will be sorted and 

mailed by mid-December. 

 

The deadline for applications 

for Director of Faith 

Formation is the end of the 

year. 

 

Pastor Nate experienced a 

weighty load of pastoral needs 

in the last 3 weeks.  He has 

worked on 3 pathways to 

membership at Fuller via 

conversion, membership 

transfer, or profession of faith.  

The elders will read the 

material and discuss it at their 

February meeting.  There are 2 

reports concerning Gay 

members.  Our Classis formed 

a study committee.  Their 

report is out and entitled, 

Biblical/Theological Support 

Currently Offered by 

Christian Proponents of Gay 

Marriage.  The report will be 

considered at its January 21 

meeting.  The elders will look 

at it at their January 7 

meeting.  Synod published a 

study committee report which 

will be considered at Synod 

2016.  You can find the report 

here:  https://www.crcna.org/si

tes/default/files/same-

sex_marriage.pdf   This month 

he concluded our Book of the 

Quarter study for 2015.  The 

next study will start in late 

January. 

 

Pastor Morris continues to 

follow up on many ongoing 

needs.  Both he and Nate will 

look at our nomination 

process. 

 

Sue Holleman reports that 

church school is running 

smoothly.  The children will 

sing on December 20.  Bakers 

dates for the winter are 

February 18 – March 24.  The 

Cadet pie sale was a success.  

The next 4
th

 Friday Food and 

Fun is January 22.  58 food 

boxes were assembled by 

Greg Van Stee, our high 

school students, and their 

mentors and distributed by the 

deacons. 

 

Susie Dixon is being trained 

by Sue, Marci, and Pastor 

Nate.  She is learning about 

Fuller, outreach, and our 

neighborhood.  She is meeting 

and having conversations with 

our members.  She creates 

sayings for our sign and 

started 2 new ministries, 

Comfy Baggage, a ministry to 

women and prayer walks 

around our Fuller 

neighborhood.  She made 

preparations for our craft night 

and helped deliver food boxes 

to Adams Park Apartments.  

She met our Advent Planning 

Team to help with the candle 

lighting scripts.  She met with 

Amy Schenkle to discuss the 

Ministry Insight Reports on 

our Fuller neighborhood, met 

with Tom Bulten, and 

attended the Grand Rapids 

Police “Meet and Greet with 

Clergy”. 

 

https://www.crcna.org/sites/default/files/same-sex_marriage.pdf
https://www.crcna.org/sites/default/files/same-sex_marriage.pdf
https://www.crcna.org/sites/default/files/same-sex_marriage.pdf
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There will be a congregational 

meeting on December 6 to 

discuss the 2016 budget 

followed by a potluck lunch. 

 

The Council continued it 

discussion on the book, 

Taking Your Church to the 

Next Level, What got you here 

won’t get you there.  Chapter 

8 talked about leading through 

stages and the author 

described the different types 

of leaders needed at each 

stage.  Churches go through 

several cycles of birth, growth, 

and renewal.  At each peak of 

the growth cycle, the church 

leaders face a choice 

point.  All churches can expect 

to see a pattern of growth and 

a pattern of decline.  Five core 

resources can determine 

whether a church will grow or 

decline.  If we wish to move 

away from decline or a plateau 

we must look to growing the 

impact of our ministry by 

being willing to take risks.  

Fuller has done this by 

incorporating a Calvin College 

Project Neighborhood House 

and through our FAMAS Fund 

which allows us to take risks.  

Can you think of others? 

 

 

 

From our GO 

Committee 
 

The last words on earth from 

Jesus were, “Go into all the 

world…..”  Fuller Avenue 

CRC has been committed to 

that command for many 

years.  At one time we paid 

the full salary of one 

missionary in Africa.  But as 

the world has changed, we 

have also changed. 

 

Today transportation and 

communication are much 

different and we no longer pay 

the full salary of a missionary, 

but pay a part of the salary and 

pray for many people.  In 

2016 we pledged to support 

and pray for people all around 

the world.    This year we are 

supporting, from West to 

home, missionaries in New 

Mexico, Washington, Papua, 

New Guinea, Sri Lanka, 

Tanzania, Democratic 

Republic of Congo, Nigeria, 

Cameroon (from Grand 

Rapids), Haiti, and a huge part 

of the world from 

Philadelphia.   

 

For the past several years our 

contributions to this work 

have exceeded our pledges 

and we are thankful to our 

church for these 

contributions.  You understand 

that this mission work affects 

us, for we know that no place 

on earth is more than twenty 

four hours from Grand Rapids. 

 

 

 

 

January  

1          Bob Winterhalter, Jr. 

3          Thelma Vander Hoven  

     Jim & Paulette Fischer 
 (1976) 

4          Omariya Zertuche 

7          Brandon Posthumus  

    Emily Prince 

8          Sarah Witteveen 

9          Nathan DeJong               
 McCarron, 

     Faith Segaar 

11         Russ Rykse 

13         Henry Schierbeek 

15         Micah Turnbull (M) 

16         Tom & Mary Ippel (1971) 

17         Joel Veldheer 

18         John & Marian Vanden 
 Berg (1946) 

19         Gloria Stuit, 

     Carol Van Dyken (M) 

20         Lorna Krosschell, Fran 
 Van Baak 

22         Ryan La, 

     Victor La 

25         Bob & Carolyn Zwiers 
 (1964) 

26         Dennis Vander Meer 

27         Dick Bishop  

28         Millie Dekker 

29         Amarissa Zertuche 

30         Dorothy Kuperus  

31           Karen Vander Meer,  

      Bill & Kathy Gritter (1952) 
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January 2016 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     

 

 

 

1 

 
New Year’s 

Day 

2 

3 
10 am: Food 

Offering-

Baxter; 

communion 

5 pm: 

Combined 

Service at 

Woodlawn 

4 

 

 

 

5 
7:30 pm: 

Choir 

 

6 7 
3-8 pm: 

Blood Drive 

8 9 
7 pm: 

Pinochle 

10 
6 pm:  

Lessons & 

Songs Service 

 

11 12 
6:45 pm: 

Comfy 

Baggage 

 

7:30 pm: 

Choir 

13 
Men’s Bible 

Study 

 

7:30 am 

14 15 16 

17 
5:30 pm: 

Combined 

service at 

Plymouth 

Heights 

 

 

18 

 

 

19 
6:45 pm: 

Comfy 

Baggage 

 

7:30 pm: 

Choir 

20 21 22 
6:00 pm:    4th 

Friday Food 

& Fun 

23 

24 25 

 

 

26 
6:45 pm: 

Comfy 

Baggage 

 

7:30 pm: 

Choir 

27 

 

28 29 
7 pm: 

Murder 

Mystery 

30 
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Scripture Knowledge 
 
 
 

How well do you know the Bible?  See if you can answer the questions below… 
 
1. The word angel is derived from the Greek word angelos.  What is the actual meaning of the 
word? 
 
 
2. Who imprisoned John the Baptist? 
 
 
3. “Be ever hearing but never understanding” are words by which Old Testament prophet? 
 
 
4. Which three people survived being thrown into the fiery furnace? 
 
 
5. Which Old Testament prophet was thrown into a cistern? 
 
 
6. “Then the Lord my God will come and all the holy ones with him” are words by the prophet 
Zechariah.  To what event does this refer? 
 
 
7. According to Isaiah’s prophesy, which animal will feed with the bear? 
 
 
8. Who asked of King Herod that the head of John the Baptist should be presented to her on a 
plate? 
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