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February Council 

Report 

By Barb Straatsma, Clerk 

 

Aleisia Zertuche was present 

at the beginning of our 

meeting because she wishes to 

be baptized and become a 

member of our church.  She 

told us some of her faith story 

and why she chose Fuller as 

her home church. 

 

Some of what was covered in 

the Administration Committee 

Meeting Minutes was 

discussed later in the meeting 

and will be summarized at the 

end of this article. $800 is still 

needed to cover the cost of the 

van.  $25,000 is still needed to 

cover the cost of the remodel. 

The church will gladly accept 

donations for each until the 

end of the year. 

 

In the Ministry Report, Pastor 

Nate wrote about the many 

baptisms and new 

memberships coming up.  This 

is cause for celebration.  He 

had meetings inside and 

outside of church and 

continues to meet with area 

pastors.  He is leading a series 

on “The Most Excellent Way 

to Live – Love” for our 

worship services.  This will 

continue through Easter.  This 

month was the kickoff of our 

first “Book of the Quarter”.  

Together we are reading Love 

Does by Bob Goff.  He 

organized a young families 

gathering.  27 people came 

together to share a meal and a 

time of fellowship.  In his 

words, “the hope is that this 

group can provide a 

supportive community for 

young families within the 

church and that it would be a 

place to which new young 

families can be invited and 

welcomed”. 

 

Pastor Morris continues to 

provide pastoral care/visits to 

members of the church, he 

preached on January 4, attends 

church meetings and classis. 

 

From Josh we found out the 

youth group met 3 times in 

January, went bowling, and 

had a movie night.  They are 

looking at Romans 8, focusing 

on what it means that we are 

“More than Conquerors” and 

concluded their January 

meetings by looking at the 

story of David and Goliath. 

 

Sue reported on adult 

education speakers through 

April 19, cadet breakfast on 

February 15, Women’s 

Morning Bible Study 

continuing on March 4 with 

Evelyn Diephouse as leader. 

The January 23 4
th

 Friday 

Food and Fun went well.  

There were new volunteers 

and the Health Department is 

sending out a new person to 

inspect our site.  There is good 

feedback from our hosts and 

diners from our dinners for 

visitors. 

 

Now to new Council business 

news – Terry is compiling an 

end of the year report for the 

congregation.  The report will 

go into more detail but the 

simple summary is that the 

church spent more money in 

2014 than it received.  Our 

balance was able to absorb 

this shortfall but this may not 

be possible in the future.  The 

Administration Committee 

will monitor the financial 

information and we will be 

careful about new 

expenditures. 

 

We are currently looking to 

fill the position of Business 

Manager.  Laurie will finish 

on March 6.  Next we will be 

looking to fill Sue’s position 

as Ministries Coordinator 

focusing mainly on the 

outreach portion of this 

position. 

 

Lyle Phelps, Doug Hoek, and 

our pastors attended the 

January 15 classis meeting.  

They were impressed with 

what the speaker, Todd Cioffi, 

Associate Professor Director 

Jubilee Fellows at Calvin 

College, had to say.  His focus 

was on teenagers and young 

adults, their religious and 

spiritual lives and how 
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important is intergenerational 

engagement.  You will be able 

to hear him speak as Pastor 

Nate is in the process of 

setting a date to have him 

speak at Fuller.  Look for an 

announcement about the date 

and time.  You don’t want to 

miss this! 

 

We have started on the 

reconstitution of Council.  

Names of potential elders and 

deacons have been submitted.  

In March the council will vote 

to form a final list of 

candidates and letters will go 

out informing members of 

their nomination.  If you 

receive one of these letters, I 

hope that you will prayerfully 

consider letting your name 

stand for the position of elder 

or deacon.  It has been my 

privilege to serve as part of the 

governing body of this church.  

Yes, work is involved but 

there are many benefits too.  

Many good and exciting 

things have happened in the 

last year and one half that I 

have been in office and I 

expect more wonderful things 

to happen in the future as we 

grow and do the work and 

service of God.  I hope you 

can be a part of this plan that 

God has for our church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Global Outreach 

Committee 

By Jay Van Bruggen 

 

Fuller Avenue has had a 

ministry to our immediate 

neighborhood for many 

years.  A Fuller Avenue CRC 

historian, if one were 

available, could probably 

describe it in all its 

details.  For many years the 

rest of the world was far away 

and had very little impact 

upon this church or the world 

that the members 

lived.  Charles Jansz and Peter 

Tong had been members while 

living in the United States but 

it took them a long time to 

return home, for even fast 

ships took a long time to get 

across the Pacific Ocean. 

 

The world today is very 

different.  In the nineteen 

seventies the Ford Motor 

Company advertised their new 

car as a "World Car," because 

the components came from 

many different countries.  This 

is increasingly true.  The air 

bag problem that several 

automobile manufacturers face 

is the result of a Japanese 

product.  Sixty years ago a 

telephone call outside of the 

United States was expensive 

and time consuming as one 

waited in turn for the 

international cable to be 

ready.  Today a call to Beijing 

or Jakarta is as easy as a call 

across town.  We have all had 

the experience of speaking to 

a service representative in 

India or the Philippines.  

Pastor Nate's sermons are 

listened to by people in 

Maryland as well as in our 

local church building and if 

they are being used by a South 

Korean student to improve his 

ability to listen in English, this 

should not be surprising. 

 

Our celebration of our Global 

Outreach with a special week 

is about six months past and 

six months in the future.  Our 

neighborhood ministry is seen 

every week in our Sunday 

Services and our weekly 

activities.  But both are 

following Jesus command to 

go into ALL the world, 

baptizing and teaching.  And 

as the other side of the world 

comes nearer, the challenge 

becomes greater.  A BBC 

regular station break says it is 

an increasingly global, rapidly 

changing, interconnected 

world.  Remember no place on 

earth is more than twenty four 

hours from Grand Rapids. 

 

 

 

Carol Van Dyken made a 

brochure which covers many 

questions that you may have 

regarding the South African 

"adventurous work trip" that 

she is leading. If the idea 

spending time with fellow 

Christians working on a short 

term mission project in an 

exotic location interests you, 
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please take time to read the following.  For more information, see Paul Van Beek. 
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Member in Focus - 

Betty Lotterman 

By Connie Scheurwater 

 
Betty Lotterman was born and 

raised in Denver, Colorado.   

 

 

 

 

 

During her teen years, her 

father, Evangelist Tom  

 

Afman, accepted a call to 

Madison Square Chapel in 

Grand Rapids.  At that time 

the Madison Square Chapel 

was a joint ministry of Fuller 

Avenue Christian Reformed 

Church and Oakdale Park 

Christian Reformed Church.  

The Afman family had the 

choice of joining either 

church, and they chose to 

become members of Fuller  

 

 

 

 

 

Avenue Church.  They joined 

the church in June 1941 while 

Rev. George Goris was the 

pastor. 

 
After moving to Grand 

Rapids, Betty continued her 

education at Grand Rapids 

Christian High School.  There 

she met and began dating 

Henry Lotterman, a fellow 

student whose family were 

members of Neland Avenue 

Christian Reformed Church.  

Following high school 

graduation, Henry attended 
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Calvin College for two years, 

after which he served in the 

army until the end of World 

War II.  He was part of a 

chemical warfare battalion 

that served in the South 

Pacific, and took part in the 

invasion of Okinawa.  After 

completing high school, Betty 

worked for a time at 

Zondervan’s Publishing 

Company.  She then began to 

work as a secretary for Rev. 

George Goris, who at that time 

was pastor at Sherman Street 

Christian Reformed Church.  

She continued to work as his 

secretary after he moved to 

LaGrave Avenue Christian 

Reformed Church.  She also 

had the opportunity to work 

for him for three months in 

Washington, D.C., where he 

served as an army chaplain. 

 
After returning home from the 

war, Henry continued his 

education at Calvin College, 

graduating two years later.  

Betty and Henry were married 

six months after his return.  

After he completed his 

education, Henry began work 

at the family woodworking 

business, which was started by 

his father during the 

Depression.  This was the 

Grand Rapids Dowel Works, 

located at Burton Street and 

Century Avenue. 

 
Henry joined Fuller Avenue 

Church after their marriage, 

and both he and Betty were 

active members.  As a 

teenager, Betty was a member 

of a Girls Club at the church, 

led by Mrs. Bergsma.  She 

was later active as a member 

of Ladies’ Fellowship and 

Women’s Bible Study.  She 

also served as a Sunday school 

teacher.  She was a member of 

the visitation team that made 

regular visits to homebound 

members.  Henry served 

several terms as elder and 

deacon.  Together Henry and 

Betty served on the Mission 

Emphasis Committee and 

delivered Meals at Home.  In 

1993 Betty became one of the 

first women deacons to serve 

Fuller Avenue Church. 

 
Betty and Henry traveled to 

Europe to celebrate their 25
th

 

wedding anniversary.  

Following that, they traveled 

to many places in the United 

States and abroad.  Betty 

continued to travel after 

Henry’s death in 1994.  Some 

of the places to which she has 

traveled are Hawaii, Alaska, 

Mexico, Canada, Hungary, 

Czech Republic, Scandinavia, 

Greece, Israel, and Venezuela.  

She has taken cruises on the 

Baltic Sea, the Mediterranean 

Sea, and the Caribbean Sea.  

She spent some time in Sierra 

Leone, while her daughter and 

her husband were serving with 

Christian Reformed World 

Relief Committee.  On a trip 

to Italy, on a tour with a nun 

who guided Protestants around 

Rome, she just missed an 

audience with the Pope!  She 

made a very special trip with 

her friend, Mary Prince, 

mother of former Fuller 

Avenue Church member 

David Prince.  The two 

women traveled to Okinawa, 

where Betty was able to visit 

the places where Henry served 

in the army during World War 

II.          

 
Betty and Henry raised four 

children, Tom, Linda, Joan, 

and Dann.  Today Tom is a 

schoolteacher and lives in 

Grand Rapids; Joan lives in 

Wayland; Linda lives in a 

group home in Grand Rapids 

and is a member of Fuller 

Avenue Church; Dann passed 

away a few years ago.  Betty 

has five grandsons.  One 

grandson, who was severely 

impaired, died at the age of 15 

years.  She has six, almost 

seven, great-grandchildren.  

Betty had a close relationship 

with her sister Sylvia Velzen, 

who lived in Denver and who 

passed away in December 

2014.   

 
A number of years ago, Betty 

moved to Holland 

Home/Raybrook Estates II.  

She continues to live 

independently, and takes 

advantage of the activities 

offered to the residents at 

Raybrook.  She attends 

worship services at Raybrook, 

but continues to keep contact 

with her Fuller friends.  We 

thank God for her long, active 

life of service to her church 

and family, and we pray for 

continued blessings in her life.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



8 

 

Dignity Serves 

By Barb Straatsma 

 

Gordy Van Haitsma and I 

attended a 2-day workshop 

called Dignity Serves, the joy 

of dignified interdependence 

led by Jay Van Groningen and 

sponsored by Classis Grand 

Rapids East.  This is a 

Biblically based workshop 

with six lessons.  It is a 

solution for poverty based on 

a right relationship with God, 

self, others and creation.  

Dignity Serves builds on these 

concepts and suggests how to 

respond to people in poverty 

by engaging the talents of 

those in your community.  

 

Dignity correlates with being 

created in the image of God 

and Serves correlates with 

using Jesus Christ as our 

standard.  We take our cue 

from him to restore and make 

positive changes through a 

three-way partnership between 

God, others and ourselves. 

 

We learned to focus on people 

not on problems.  Each person 

has an identity and gifts and is 

important to God.  We all 

have something to give so if 

we wish to serve our 

community, we must be open 

to being served by others, to 

serve others and create a 

culture of we can together. 

 

The main point of the 

workshop and something that 

was stressed often was that 

everyone has something to 

offer or assets.  What are the 

neighborhood needs and what 

are the neighborhood assets 

(gifts) to meet those needs?  

Every need points to gifts.  

Get out of needs based 

thinking to gift based thinking.  

85% of needs/problems in a 

neighborhood could be solved 

by that neighborhood.  With 

the help of an institution the 

percentage goes up to 95%.    

 

We tend to place labels on 

people in poverty and we tend 

to place labels on 

neighborhoods that we don’t 

really know.  We can’t solve 

problems as an outsider. So 

place matters.  In other words 

- the closer to the problem, the 

closer to the solution.  Close 

presence gives an opening to 

help solve problems.  Getting 

to know your neighborhood is 

to inquire about the assets of 

each member.  How can you 

find out?  Ask these questions: 

“What do other people think 

you’re good at?”  “Will you 

help me?”  “What is 

something you want to learn 

how to do?”  “Will you pray 

for me?”  “How can I pray for 

you?”  These assets will vary 

and can give you a picture of 

your community.  The more 

we let people show their gifts, 

the more these people unload 

these labels about themselves 

and their neighborhood and 

move toward a solution. 

 

We should promote 

relationships because 

relationship also matters for 

the solution. It also gives a 

better perspective and helps us 

to love others, gain 

knowledge, and bond.  

Neighbors working together 

could solve these problems 

and build a sense of together 

we can.   

 

What are the hopes and 

concerns of my 

neighborhood?  How can this 

community become more like 

heaven?  In order to learn their 

assets, hopes and concern we 

must first build trust.  What 

are the barriers to trust?  

Sometimes our perception of a 

neighborhood can hinder our 

building trusting relationships 

or our perception on why 

people remain in poverty.  Or 

the color of our skin, how you 

dress, first impressions, 

cultural, age and our 

background or experiences 

can also be a factor.  How can 

we bridge the barriers and 

create opportunities for 

success?  Research has shown 

that it takes 7+ years or more 

like 10 or 11 years of working 

together.  That takes 

commitment, God’s 

commitment to redemption 

and salvation and our own 

matched commitment to God 

and his purpose. 

 

In conclusion, to help those in 

poverty and to change your 

neighborhood for the better it 

is done through relationships, 

interdependence where 

everyone uses their gifts with 

commitment and trust and 

being open to be served and 

serving. 

 

Here are six things to 

remember: 
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1. All people bear God’s 

image 

2. All people have gifts/needs 

3. People are more important 

than change 

4. The closer to a problem, the 

closer to a solution 

5. The greater the cultural 

difference, the longer the time 

to trust 

6. Our desired impact should 

be matched with our 

commitment 

 

Their Recommended 

Reading: 

 

Bakke, Ray Street Signs: A 

New Direction in Urban 

Ministry.  New Hope, 2006. 

 

Keller, Timothy J. Ministries 

of Mercy: The Call of the 

Jericho Road.  Phillipsburg, 

NJ: P&R, 1997. 

 

Kretzmann, John P., and John 

L. McKnight.  Building 

Communities from the Inside 

Out: A Path towards Finding 

and Mobilizing a 

Community’s Assets.  Skokie: 

ACTA Publications, 1993. 

 

Lupton, Robert D. 

Compassion, Justice, and the 

Christian Life.  Ventura, CA: 

Regal Books, 2007. 

 

Myers, Bryant, L. Walking 

with the Poor: Principles and 

Practices of Transformational 

Development.  Maryknoll: 

Orbis Books, 1999. 

 

Perkins, John, Beyond 

Charity: The Call to Christian 

Community Development. 

Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 

1993. 

 

Sider, Ronald, J. Churches 

That Make a Difference: 

Reaching Your Community 

with Good News and Good 

Works.  Grand Rapids: Baker 

Books, 2002. 

 

Von Hoffman, Alexander, 

House by House, Block by 

Block: The Rebirth of 

America’s Urban 

Neighborhoods.  New York: 

Oxford University Press, 

2003. 

 

 

 
BIRTHDAYS & 

ANNIVERSARIES 

1          Nadine Stek 

3          Laurel Bratt  

    Karen Clausing  

    Justin Jonker          

4          Meridith Ter Horst 

6          Nick Cornell 

            Almira Zertuche 

8          Nicole De Windt  

     Zach De Windt 

11        Ann Laninga 

12        Jim Speyer 

14        Lois Rykse, Dave & Lois 

            Hollemans (1958) 

15         Tim Ter Haar 

     Scott Van Dyken (M) 

17        Gil & Ruth Romeyn  

            (1976) 

20        Sue Hollemans  

     Paul Van Beek 

22         Ann Kapteyn (M) 

24         Gil Romeyn 

     Betty Stegink 

25         Andrew Van Stee  

26         Jim Fischer  

     Christopher La 

     Jonah Phelps 

27         Bill Korfker 

28         Blessing Htoo 

     Doug & Sally Stout 

    (1992)         

29         Thomas Jonker 

31         Chris Jasperse 

 

 

 

 
There will not be an April 
issue of Fuller Life 
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Which is the only one of the 
following to be correctly 
spelled? 
 
a. Thesalonians 
 
b.Thesallonians 
 
c. Thessalonians 
 
d. Thessolonians 
 
 
a. Eclesiastes 
 
b. Eccleseates 
 
c. Ecclesiastses 
 
d. Ecleseastes 
 
 
a. Phillimon 
 
b.Philimon 
 
c. Phillemon 
 
d. Philemon  
 
 
a. Philippians 
 
b. Philipeans 
 
c. Phillippians 
 
d. Philipians 
 
 
a. Epipany 
 
b. Ephiphany 
 
c. Ephipany 
 
d. Epiphany 
 

STOP GAPS 
 
 
Certain words from the text below have been removed and 

are listed below, in alphabetical order.  Can you replace them 

in their correct positions? 

 

Psalm 121: 1 I lift up my eyes to the__________, where does  

 

my help ____________ from? 

 

Psalm 121:2  My help comes from the __________, the 

 

Maker of _____________ and ___________. 

 

Psalm 121:3 He will not let your __________ slip - 

 

he who watches over you will not ___________;  

 

Psalm 121:4 indeed, he who watches over Israel will neither 

 

slumber nor ___________. 

 

 

 

 

 

BEHOLD 

 

COME 

 

EARTH 

 

FOOT 

 

HEAVEN 

 

LORD 

 

MOUNTAINS 

 

SLEEP 

 

SLUMBER 
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March 2015 
 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
10 am: Food 

Offering – 

Calvin, Faith 

Promise 

Offering  

6 pm: Care 

Group 

Meetings 

7 pm: Iron 

Chef 

2 
7 pm: Cadets 

 

3 
TBA - Choir 

4 
6:45 am: 

Men’s Bible 

Study 

9:30 am: 

Women’s 

Bible Study 

5 
6:30 pm: 

Bakers 

7 pm: Council 

6 
7:00 pm: 

Improv Show 

7 

8 
10 am: Youth 

Service 

6 pm: Youth 

Group 

 

9 
9 am: Staff 

Meeting 

7 pm: Cadet 

Leaders 

Meeting 

10 
TBA - Choir 

11 
9:30 am: 

Women’s 

Bible Study 

12 
6:30 pm: 

Bakers 

 

13 
7 pm: Youth 

Group 

Bowling 

14 
7 pm: 

Pinochle 

15 
10 am: 

Communion 

6 pm: Lenten 

Lessons & 

Carols 

6 pm: Youth 

Group 

 

 

 

16 
7 pm: Cadet 

Pinewood 

Derby Races 

 

 

17 
TBA - Choir 

18 
6:45 am: 

Men’s Bible 

Study 

9:30 am: 

Women’s 

Bible Study 

19 
6:30 pm: 

Bakers 

 

20 21 
10 am: Red 

Cross Disaster 

Drill 

7 pm: 

Pinochle 

22 
6 pm: Youth 

Group 

 

23 
7 pm: Cadets 

 

24 
2 pm: Staff 

Meeting 

TBA - Choir 

25 
9:30 am: 

Women’s 

Bible Study 

26 
6:30 pm: 

Bakers 

6:30 pm: 

Admin  

27 
6 pm: 4th 

Friday Food & 

Fun 

7 pm: Youth 

Group Movie 

Night 

28 

29 
6 pm: Youth 

Group 

 

30 
7 pm: Cadets 

 

 

31 
TBA - Choir 
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