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Fuller Life is the newsletter of the 

Fuller Avenue Christian 

Reformed Church 
 

1239 Fuller Avenue, SE 

Grand Rapids, MI 49506 
 

Published monthly, except July 
 

Barb Straatsma, editor 

Connie Scheurwater, member in 

focus articles 

Freda Rufli, collating, circulation 

and mailing. 

 

 

December Council 

Report 

By Barb Straatsma, Clerk 

 

At 6:30 p.m. on December 4 

before our council meeting, 

the elders and pastors were 

privileged to meet with 

Michelle Vanden Berg before 

she made her public 

profession of faith on 

December 7. 

 

Lyle opened our council 

meeting with prayer.  Roll was 

taken and the minutes of our 

November 6, 2014 meeting 

were approved.  We then went 

on to the minutes received.  

The Administration 

Committee Meeting Minutes 

reported that the Technology 

Committee description will be 

added to the Council 

Handbook.  An updated 

brochure with information on 

how to include Fuller in your 

trust planning was presented.  

Please contact Bob Zwiers or 

Ed Stuursma if you wish to 

include Fuller in your trust.  

This was explained at the 

congregational meeting and a 

brochure will be put in your 

mailbox folder soon.  The 

revised general staff 

evaluation procedure and 

employment review 

questionnaire was presented 

and approved. 

 

The finance report of October 

31, 2014 showed our receipts 

for October were a little 

behind but the giving was 

generous. 

 

We received the November 19 

Technology Committee 

Meeting Minutes.  There is a 

new computer for the 

soundboard.  Jack Posthumus 

met with the soundboard users 

to show them how to use the 

new laptop and software.  A 

camcorder was purchased and 

tested.  DVD’s will be made 

and copied for those who 

request one.  If you wish to 

receive a DVD of our worship 

service please contact Jack 

Posthumus.  FAMAS 

approved funding for 2 TV’s 

to be hung in the basement.  

They have been purchased and 

hung.  One will give 

missionary news and 

photographs and the other will 

show what’s happening 

currently at church.  The TV 

between the steps could also 

be used for a PowerPoint 

presentation and to show 

family movies for our Family 

Movie Night. 

 

In the November Ministry 

Report – here is some of what 

was reported.  Pastor Nate had 

a busy month with 

congregational care.  He 

attended his regular monthly 

meetings – Council, 

Administration Committee, 

Technology Committee, 

Staffing Review Committee, 2 

staff meetings and his 

mentoring meeting with Pastor 

Morris.  This month he 

launched a weekly 

congregational email, The 

Pastor’s Preview, which 

comes to your email on 

Thursdays.  He helped Josh 

plan the youth service on 

November 16.  He is 

encouraged by the increase in 

attendance to our Sunday 

evening services. 

 

Pastor Morris made visits to 

those who experienced a death 

in their family, those who 

were sick, and our shut-ins.  

The visitation teams continue 

to make visits and reports are 

passed on.  He stressed to us 

the purpose of each visit 

(deacon, elder, or visitation 

team) is different; some 

overlapping might occur but 

not duplicated as each has its 

own purpose.  He took part in 

the memorial service for Bill 

De Boer and led the 

November 23 am worship 

service. 

 

Josh gave a summary of the 

Youth Group Fall Retreat (see 

the article in the December 

2014 Fuller Life for details) 

and reported that the youth 

group gatherings average 

attendance is 6 students and 3 

leaders per week.  They will 

lead the pm service on 

December 21 with more youth 
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involvement.  Our youth 

helped to put together and 

deliver 51 holiday baskets. 

 

Sue reported that the Bakers 

classes went well (see her 

article in the December 2014 

Fuller Life) and will begin 

again on February 26, our 

Fuller Project Neighborhood 

students participated in our 

Trunk or Treat (85 kids, 20 

cars passed out candy), we are 

able to help out the Campus 

Elementary School teachers 

by purchasing supplies for 

their classrooms, with the help 

of the deacons, our church 

participated in a local and 

global hunger initiative 

starting with our “Mountain of 

Mercy” (food donated by the 

congregation for our holiday 

baskets) on November 2 and 

ending with World Hunger 

Sunday on December 21, and 

she reported our dinners for 

our visitors are working well. 

 

The Council approved 2 

motions from the 

Administration Committee.  

The first was to move to gift 

based nominations for council 

reconstitution and the second 

to decrease the years off 

between service on Council 

from 3 to 2 years to provide 

consistency and this is what 

other churches are doing. 

 

Pastor Morris closed the 

meeting with prayer. 

 

 

 

Kids Hope USA 

By Jerry Van Veen & Donna 

Meyer 

 

Kids Hope U.S.A. is an 

organization that began in 

Holland, Michigan.  It links 

individual 

churches with a local 

elementary school.  Volunteer 

mentors spend one hour a 

week with the 

same child, reading, doing 

math, playing games, all of 

which leads to building a 

relationship where that mentor 

can be an effective force in the 

child's life and future.  It 

started with one church and 

now over 1,000 churches are 

involved. 

 

Fuller is linked with Campus 

Elementary, an at-risk school 

because of the poverty 

level of so many families that 

have their children 

enrolled.  Most of the kids live 

in a one parent home or with 

an aunt or grandparent. One of 

our mentees is homeless. 

Another one of our mentees 

lives in a motel because their 

family house on Eastern 

Avenue was destroyed due to 

an electrical fire.  In other 

words, these children need all 

of the help that they can 

get.  If interested in helping 

for the second semester call 

Jerry VanVeen at 308-7135 or 

Donna Meyer at 241-3982. 

 

Our mentors this year are 

Martheen Griffioen, Sue 

Hollemans, Carolyn Zwiers, 

Jan VanVeen, Jeri oek,  Roger 

Cornell, Joel Veldheer,  Chuck 

Ippel, Donna Meyer, Jerry 

VanVeen, Rachael Klein and 

Katy Gerber.  Rachael and 

Katy live in the Calvin House 

next to the church.  Both 

young women are out of state 

during the interim but please 

feel free to talk to any of the 

rest of us about our program 

experiences. 

 

This has been an excellent 

year for Campus 

School.  Enrollment is up, 

which is good for the school's 

future, and parent/guardian 

involvement is way up.  At the 

parent/teacher conference 

recently, family attendance 

went from 20% last year to 

almost 80% this year.  There 

is more staff stability than in 

past years.  Principal Colton 

and assistant principal Shellie 

Ross are in their third 

year.  They work extremely 

hard at being connected with 

the kids and their families and 

also at maintaining discipline.  

Absenteeism has also been 

significantly reduced. 

 

As many of you know, our 

program runs alongside the 

Calvin CRC program.  

Because of that, we share 

certain events.  This winter 

mentors and their kids will 

attend a pot luck dinner and 

also the annual bowling/pizza 

party. 
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We do have an annual budget 

but many individuals support 

us and the school via 

purchases and donations.  We 

use the fund to support our 

activities, but also for toys and 

clothes for the school in 

general.  Thanks to all of you 

who have written checks, 

donated items, and helped us 

in any way.  As you know, we 

had a Christmas tree set up in 

the Fellowship Room.  That 

tree was filled with paper 

ornaments which had an item 

written on it, such as a box of 

tissue, pencils, a pencil 

sharpener, and etc.  The 

congregation was invited to 

take an ornament and bring in 

that item.  The first Sunday it 

was up, over half of the 

ornaments were gone!  Thanks 

to all of you, the tree is 

bare.  So when school starts 

up, we will be delivering three 

very large boxes of needed 

items for Campus 

School.  That's what we call 

"getting it done". 

 

Thank you to our mentors, 

their prayer partners, and to a 

church that cares.  Praise the 

Lord! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Memory of 

Herman Broene 

(1919-2014) 

By Connie Scheurwater (with 

the assistance of Mary 

Pollard, Herman Broene’s 

daughter) 

 

Herman Broene, a faithful 

long-time member of Fuller 

Avenue Church, passed to his 

heavenly home on November 

18, 2014.  He was preceded in 

death by his wife Ruth on 

August 12, 2013.  We thank 

God for his long life of service 

to our church, and we extend 

sympathy to his children and 

their spouses: Mary and 

Russell Pollard of Ashland, 

Massachusetts, Jane and Paul 

Schut of Byron Center, 

Michigan, and Thomas and 

Pamela Broene of Silver 

Spring, Maryland.  

 

Herman Broene grew up in 

Grand Rapids and attended 

Grand Rapids Christian High 

School.  He was a member of 

the Christian High debate 

team.  When the team debated 

in a tournament with Holland 

Christian High School, he met 

a fellow debater from that 

school, Ruth Warner.  Herman 

and Ruth met again at Calvin 

College and continued using 

their debate skills on the 

Calvin College debate team.  

They liked to say, “We met 

debating, and we’ve been 

debating ever since,” meaning 

that they knew how to discuss 

difficult and controversial 

topics in a logical, respectful 

way.  They began dating in 

their sophomore year, and 

graduated with the class of 

1942.   

 

Following graduation from 

Calvin, Herman enrolled at 

Purdue University in 

Lafayette, Indiana to pursue a 

PhD degree, and Ruth taught 

2
nd

 grade in the East Grand 

Rapids public schools.  They 

were married in October 1944.  

Herman continued his studies 

at Purdue and Ruth worked as 

a teacher at a nursery school in 

Lafayette that was part of a 

child development center run 

by the university.  They were 

members of Lafayette 

Christian Reformed Church, 

where Herman occasionally 

played the organ.  In 1946, 

after he finished his doctorate, 

the couple moved to 

Rochester, New York, where 

Herman worked as a research 

chemist for Eastman Kodak.  

They became members of the 

Christian Reformed Church in 

Rochester, where Herman 

served as deacon, elder, and 

occasional organist for the 

evening service.  They both 

became active in the 

community.  Three children 

were born to them.  

 

The Broene family loved 

living in Rochester, and 

eventually made plans to build 
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their dream house on a 

wooded lot near Lake Ontario.  

These plans changed in 1956 

when Herman was contacted 

by Calvin College to apply for 

a teaching position in the 

Chemistry Department.  

Although he enjoyed scientific 

research, he felt that teaching 

was his true calling, so he 

accepted the invitation and 

eventual appointment.  He 

expressed many times that he 

believed the hand of God was 

in that invitation to teach at 

Calvin.  If he had received it a 

few months earlier or a few 

months later, family 

circumstances would have 

been such that he could not 

have taken the job.  He and 

Ruth were of one mind when 

it came to the value of 

teaching at Calvin.  Herman 

remained in his position at 

Calvin College until his 

retirement in 1984.  During 

those years he and Ruth were 

very active with projects and 

events in the Calvin 

community. 

 

The Broenes became members 

of Fuller Avenue Church after 

they moved to Grand Rapids.  

During those years they were 

very active in the church.  

Herman served several terms 

as elder, played piano for a 

men’s singing group, and 

served on the Worship and 

Music Committee.  Ruth was 

active in Ladies’ Fellowship 

society, where she served 

terms as president and Bible 

leader.  She was active in 

starting the church’s lay 

ministry to visiting 

homebound members.  She 

was an intelligent and capable 

woman, who contributed a 

good deal to the church.   

When the office of deacon 

was opened to women in the 

early 1990s, Ruth was asked 

to put her name in nomination. 

She declined because she was 

dealing with health issues and 

did not feel that she had the 

stamina to do the job.  She 

expressed the thought that she 

would have been happy to 

serve 20 or 30 years earlier.  

However, at that time the 

opportunity had not been 

available, and Ruth regretted 

that limits were placed on the 

role of women in the church. 

 

In retirement, Herman and 

Ruth enjoyed taking road trips 

to visit their children who live 

in other states.  They enjoyed 

the home they had built in 

1972, which had been 

designed by Fuller Avenue 

Church member Neil Hoek.  

They enjoyed the slower pace 

of life.  Herman continued his 

interest in playing the piano.  

In 2004 they moved to 

Holland Home/Raybrook 

Estates I.  They continued to 

attend worship services at 

Fuller until they were no 

longer able to do so.  After 

that they attended services at 

Raybrook Chapel. 

 

Herman Broene was known to 

be a grateful man and a 

faithful steward.  He and his 

wife had been married over 68 

years when Ruth died at age 

93.  Herman often expressed 

that he missed Ruth, but his 

feelings would soon turn to 

thanks for the many years they 

had spent together.  In a card 

received after he passed away, 

he wrote that he was doing 

OK, and thankful for every 

day.  He gave the glory to God 

for all his blessings.  

 

Herman’s memorial service, 

held at Raybrook Chapel on 

November 24, was conducted 

by his friend Rev. George 

Aupperlee, assisted by Pastor 

Nate, with organ music 

provided by his former 

student, Bruce Klanderman.  

With a meditation based on 

Psalm 90 and Ephesians 2, the 

service was a fitting tribute to 

a life well lived. 

 

 

 

 

Calvin remembers 

Herman Broene 
November 21, 2014 | Matt 

Kucinski  

(Reprinted with permission 

from Calvin College) 

 

Herman Broene taught for 28 

years in Calvin's chemistry 

department. 

 

Herman Broene ‘56 is 

described by his former 

colleagues as someone who 

was quiet and unassuming, a 

gentle person with a kind-

hearted soul. 

“His life was a good 

manifestation of what I would 

call a Christian life,” said Ken 

Piers, professor of chemistry 

http://www.calvin.edu/news/all-stories/index.html?type=author&author=Matt%20Kucinski
http://www.calvin.edu/news/all-stories/index.html?type=author&author=Matt%20Kucinski
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emeritus. “More modeling 

than speaking.” 

Broene passed away on 

Tuesday, Nov. 18, at the age 

of 94. He taught in Calvin’s 

chemistry department for 

almost three decades (1956 to 

1984), strengthening the 

college’s physical chemistry 

program. Prior to that he 

earned a PhD in physical 

chemistry from Purdue 

University and worked for 10 

years at Kodak in Rochester, 

N.Y., doing industrial 

research. 

“Herm was able to give us a 

real boost in what was going 

on in industry [when he came 

to Calvin],” said professor of 

chemistry emeritus Ron 

Blankespoor. 

“He was able to talk about 

what chemistry was like 

outside of the academic 

world,” said Bill Van Doorne, 

professor of chemistry 

emeritus. “I think he was 

probably the only one at the 

time that had that experience. I 

can’t remember anyone else 

who had worked in industry 

for any length of time.” 

And while Broene had a lot of 

experience in research when 

he came to Calvin, his 

colleagues say teaching 

students quickly became his 

main focus. 

“He had their best interest at 

heart,” said Blankespoor. 

“You know kids can tell right 

away if a prof is or is not 

approachable, and they would 

certainly find him to very, 

very approachable.” 

“He was highly involved in 

the classroom, the teaching 

aspect, mentoring students,” 

said Roger DeKock, professor 

of chemistry emeritus. “He 

really devoted himself to the 

college. It was his life once he 

got here to Grand Rapids.” 

His colleagues say he was the 

kind of guy “who was easy to 

talk to,” “who gave the benefit 

of the doubt,” and “who 

regarded other people of more 

value than himself.” They say 

his legacy is being lived out 

through those he invested in. 

“He wasn’t a person who 

pushed himself forward. The 

legacy he leaves is primarily 

through his students,” said 

Piers. “He wasn’t a self-

promoter, but a student-

centered professor. He always 

had the best interest of his 

students in mind,” said Piers. 

“He was solid as a rock, but he 

stayed in the background,” 

said DeKock. 

“Such a kind-hearted soul,” 

added Van Doorne. 

Herman is survived by his 

children, Mary and Russell 

Pollard, Jane and Paul Schut, 

and Thomas and Pamela 

Broene. He was a longtime 

member of Fuller Avenue 

Christian Reformed Church. 

 

 

Did you know? 

 That you can hear an 

audio recording of our 

recent service 

sermons?  Just go to 

www.fullercrc.org. 

 Read previous issues 

of the Fuller Life back 

to 2007 on our 

website? 

 See photos of our 2014 

Tuesday Family Nights 

on our website? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The deadline for the 
February issue of the Fuller 
Life is January 19, 2015 
 

 
 
 
 

 

http://www.calvin.edu/academic/chemistry/
http://www.fullercrc.org/
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1          Bob Winterhalter, Jr. 

3          Thelma Vander Hoven, Jim & Paulette Fischer (1976) 

4          Omariya Zertuche 

7          Brandon Posthumus, Josh Pressley, & Emily Prince 

8          Sarah Witteveen 

9          Nathan DeJong McCarron & Faith Segaar 

11         Russ Rykse 

13         Henry Schierbeek 

16         Tom & Mary Ippel (1971) 

17         Joel Veldheer 

18         John & Marian Vanden Berg (1946) 

19         Gloria Stuit & Carol Van Dyken (M) 

20         Lorna Krosschell, Fran Van Baak 

22         Ryan La & Victor La 

25         Bob & Carolyn Zwiers (1964) 

26         Dennis Vander Meer 

27         Dick Bishop  

28         Millie Dekker 

29         Amarissa Zertuche 

30         Dorothy Kuperus 

31         Karen Vander Meer & Bill & Kathy Gritter (1952) 
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January 2015 

SUNDAY  MONDAY  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  FRIDAY  SATURDAY  

    1 2 3 
       

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
10 AM: Lord’s 
Supper, Food 
Offering for 
Adams Park, 
Faith Promise 
Offering  

5 PM: Combined 
Service @ 
Neland 

 7:30 PM: Choir 6:45 AM: Men’s 
Bible Study 

7 PM: council  7 PM: Pinochle 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
11:15 AM: 
Catechism 

6 PM: Youth 
Group 

 7:30 PM: Choir 7 PM: Adams 
Park Game 
Night & 
Birthday Party 
(Group 3) 

 7 PM: Youth 
Group Bowling 

7 PM: Pinochle 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
11:15 AM: 
Catechism 

6 PM: Hymn 
Sing 

6 PM: Youth 
Group 

 7:30 PM: Choir 6:45 AM: Men’s 
Bible Study 

 6 PM: 4th Friday 
Food & Fun 

 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
11:15 AM: 
Catechism 

6 PM: Combined 
service @ 
Woodlawn 

6 PM: Youth 
Group 

 7:30 PM: Choir 

(tentative) 

 6:30 PM: Admin 7 PM: Youth 
Group Movie 
Night 
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