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November Council
Report
By Barb Straatsma, Clerk
Lyle opened the meeting with
prayer.
Terry Idema, our church
treasurer, attended our
meeting to present the 2015
budget to council. The
council thanked him for his
work in preparing this budget.
The council approved the
budget and a congregational
meeting to cover and approve
the budget is scheduled for
Sunday, December 7 at 11:30
am with a potluck to follow.
The Administration
Committee is looking at
staffing and our future staffing
needs and the staff review
process. The Personnel
Committee proposed a new
staff review questionnaire.
Some suggestions were given
to Jim Krosschell. He will
take it to a staff meeting for
their input. The committee

agreed to move forward on
this.
Bryce and Jan Mensink gave a
$1,000 check to the church in
memory of Rose Vande Riet
requesting the money is used
to “purchase some specific
object that will be useful in
ministry”. The gift will be
used for something that will
enhance our remodel.
Worship Committee reported
that Lyle Phelps has
volunteered to chair the
Worship Committee in 2015
after his service as our vicepresident of Council is
finished. Ken Bratt will train
him to take over as Worship
Committee chair. Our youth
group will lead the November
16 pm service with Josh
giving the meditation. Pastor
Nate has been coaching him.
The church will continue the
pm service pattern into the
first quarter of 2015. The
worship planning team for
Advent has met twice and will
meet one more time. The
theme of Advent this year is
“Coming Home”. Their
FAMAS grant request to buy a
new drum and rhythm
instruments was approved.
These instruments would
make it easy to include
children in our worship
experience. There is new
audio-visual equipment – new
software for video. We now
have 2 hand held microphones
and 4 “body packs”. The
Worship Committee will be
filling out sermon evaluation
for November.
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Neighborhood Outreach
Committee reported on Green
Sprawl. The Project
Neighborhood students helped
to prepare the beds for winter,
Dirk Pegman will help
Marilyn Braman run the
program in the future, and
NOC will add a budget line
for Green Sprawl because they
have used all the funds from
the grant that originally started
the program. The committee
is exploring the possibility of
extending our summer
Tuesday Family Nights into
the fall and spring, the time of
our church activities. We
have a great rapport with our
community in the summer and
we could continue that
rapport/relationship and carry
that positive momentum from
summer into fall and turn it
into discipleship.
The Global Outreach
Committee reviewed the 2014
GO Week with plans to
change some of it next year.
They also discussed their 2015
budget.
Pastor Nate visited and made a
number of phone calls to
members and those in times of
transition. He had the
pleasure of starting some prewedding plans with Megan
Rozeveld and James Karsten.
He will be officiating at their
wedding. He continues to
work with people to bring
them to the point of becoming
members.
Pastor Morris reported that our
Visitation Teams held a

meeting on November 12 to
report their visits. Most visits
went well and the group is
enthusiastic. He too made
visits and calls. He was happy
to lead our worship on
October 19 and conduct the
wedding of his grandson.
Josh reported that the youth
group met 3 times in October
with 7-9 students in
attendance. On the 5th and
12th they watched the movie,
God’s Not Dead followed by a
discussion on the movie’s
message and how it applies to
us as we go about our lives.
Five of our youth are
attending their fall retreat (see
article on page 3).
Sue reported on the Adult
Education schedule, on Cadet
attendance, 15-20 boys weekly
and Bakers attendance, 20-25
girls weekly (read her article
on page 3). There was a full
house for our last two 4th
Friday dinners. Once again
our deacons lead us in filling
40-50 holiday baskets. This
year the congregation is
helping to provide some of the
food to fill these baskets. On
November 30 we will kick-off
our global hunger initiative
which will end on December
21, World Hunger Sunday.
Our van was busy in October
with pickups of Calvin
College students and Adams
Park Apartment residents to
our evening worship services,
to Meijer, and for our
community dinner. The
cadets used it for a trip to
Artprize and their campout. It

was also used for a trip to the
Van Veen’s house for a
Sunday visitor dinner.
The elders will lead the
middle school students
through the Heidelberg
Catechism, 12 sessions
starting November 16. They
will be using the book, HC
and Me by Bob Rozema.
Council approved the
membership transfer of
Jeannette Vander Meer,
mother of Dennis. They also
approved the transfer of
membership of Leslie Hoek to
Grace Ann Arbor Reformed
Church.
Casey Ter Haar closed the
meeting in prayer and the
elder and deacon partners met
for about 15 minutes to
discuss their care group.
As you can see from this long
report, our church has much to
be thankful about. God is
good. “Sing unto the Lord;
for he hath done excellent
things.” Isaiah 12:5
October Receipts - $32,910.77
YTD Receipts - $298,084.42
Ytd Budgeted - $367,767.50

Youth Group Fall
Retreat
By Josh Pressley
Fall retreat 2014 was a blast!
Fuller Youth Group joined 50
other students from 4 other
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churches for a weekend of fun
and spiritual growth at Warner
Camp in Grand Junction, MI.
There were three main
sessions over the weekend
where students experienced
worship, a speaker, and small
group discussions. Speakers
included myself and three
other local Youth Pastors. The
retreat focused on creation,
sin, and redemption through
Christ. Students were
challenged to reflect on their
own lives to look at how God
redeemed them from sin. Of
course there was plenty of free
time for students to have fun.
The camp had floor hockey,
gaga ball, trampoline
basketball, and plenty of room
to run around. We were
thankful that the rain held off
so that we could have a
bonfire and hayride Saturday
evening. As always, thank you
for supporting the youth from
Grand Rapids with your
prayers over the weekend.

Fuller Avenue Bakers
By Sue Hollemans
I think it is appropriate to
share with you that Fuller
Avenue Bakers, all 25 of
them, made it through their
first session without spilling
on the new carpet. That being
said, we had a wonderful first
session. All the recipes were
tasty and most of them
resembled the sample. Some
of the recipes were, Peanut
Butter Pie, Apple Nachos,

Chicken Melts and Ice Cream
in a Baggie.
The Leaders: Their dedication
of time and experience to the
girls is extraordinary. Their
lives are all full and yet they
still find time for this ministry.
The Kitchen Crew: I cannot
express, enough, my gratitude
for what they do. Those
behind the scene folks are
necessary to what we are
doing with the girls. Our
aprons off to you!
Mr. Daryl’s Bible stories
focused on the different types
of families we are part of and
compared them to stories in
the Bible. Abraham and Sarah
(unexpected miracle), Moses
(adoption), Samuel (raised in
the house of the Lord), Daniel
(part of God’s Family), Jonah
(everyone part of God’s
family), and Jesus (brings us
home as part of his family).
I look forward to our next
session beginning on February
26.

Holidays
By Jay Van Bruggen
When you find this copy of
Fuller Life in your folder,
Thanksgiving Day will be
over and Black Friday is a
thing of the past. This day is
also the first day of the new
church year. It is not a
national holiday, but is a
church holiday. It is not much

celebrated by some Christians,
probably because it was lost
after the Reformation.

foreign land do especially
appreciate our appreciation
and good wishes.

Holidays are times of
celebration and we look
forward to them. But when
one moves outside our own
country, we find that holidays
may be different. In countries
influenced by England,
Christmas is followed by
Boxer Day and is a two day
holiday. For at least twenty
percent of the world
population the new year
begins with Spring
Festival. The new year in
China changes from year to
year because it is based on the
lunar calendar. We celebrate
our Independence Day on July
4 but the Chinese celebrate
National Day on October 1,
the day that Chairman Mao,
speaking from Tian An'min,
declared the beginning of a
new China. So this year, as
we celebrate our winter
holidays, remember our
missionaries in Sri Lanka,
Tanzania, Cameroon, Papua,
New Guinea, Viet Nam and
Haiti. Where they live
December 25 may simply be
the day before December
26. For those who come from
the United States these days
are almost always days of
reminiscence and loneliness.
So, be sure to get those
Christmas cards and letters to
them and thank them for their
efforts for Christ in a foreign
land. Our missionaries in the
United States are also working
hard and should not be
forgotten, but those in a

Be they ever so strange, no
place on earth is more than
twenty four hours from Grand
Rapids.
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Christmas for
Campus Staff
By Sue Hollemans
I’m sure many of you know
our Kids Hope USA mentors
partner with Campus
Elementary School
students. This year at
Christmas we will be
supporting the teachers by
donating supplies they need to
serve their students
better. Many of the teachers
dip into their personal funds
for these needed supplies. Our
Kids Hope USA directors will
be gathering a list of those
items teachers need for their
classrooms. Watch for a tree
with apple decorations that are
labeled with the needs of the
teachers. Pick an apple,
purchase these supplies, and
place the unwrapped items
under the tree. Thanks!

New Liturgical Art
By John Knight
This advent season we invite
you to look at a new set of
permanent banners to flank the
pulpit area. Four symbols
combine to focus on our
homecoming journey during
the Advent season:
HOPE: With the worldwide
Christian community we
anticipate Christ’s return; and
adore Him with raised hands
as the Alpha and Omega as we
set our sights on the
fulfillment of his Kingdom.
JOY: Redeemed from
brokenness and sin, we join
fellow believers everywhere in
celebration, blossoming as
new creatures in Christ.
LOVE: The indwelling of the
Holy Spirit fills our hearts
with love and compassion for
a broken world in surprising
ways as each one uses her/his
unique gifts.
PEACE: Through the
centuries the ark has
symbolized the universal
Church which, despite trials
and persecution is not only
promised perseverance, but
also used as an instrument of
Christ’s peace.
Also, in the hallway near the
front entrance to our
sanctuary, you’ll find art
depicting the miracle of the
Incarnation, while a new
pulpit scarf of Christ the King
will be used at Christmas
through Epiphany.

ADVENT ART AT THE
WEST ENTRANCE TO THE
SANCTUARY
Using many symbols, this art
illustrates the fullness of time
and the story of our salvation
through Jesus Christ.
Remembering His covenant
(the rainbow), God the
Father’s arms reach down to
his people, the Jews (Star of
David) to become fully human
through the miracle of the
incarnation (human fetus
with a beating heart).
During the weeks of Advent
(the colors purple and pink),
we can’t help but realize Jesus
Christ came to suffer (crown
of thorns) on our behalf and
was raised to life on Easter
(seedling) so we, in His
presence, might enjoy life
eternal.
Gloria in Excelsis Deo.
_____________
You might be interested to
know that John Knight, who
designed our liturgical images,
began creating bulletin covers
at age 18, a fresh design each
week for his home church:
Wellandport, Ontario. The
process involved scribing into
fragile stencils with a stylus,
no room for corrections.
Anyone remember handcranking Gestetners?
Today, even banners have
outgrown the gluing of felt or
endless stitching of fabric to
copying a digital image of
finished art which is then
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transferred to paper or fabric
within an hour.

What’s new at the
By John & Barb Straatsma
The artwork of Eric Straatsma
is on display right now in the
Gathering Place. At an early
age Eric’s parents could see he
had artistic talent. Eric would
entertain himself by drawing
animals, trains, and other
things that interested him. His
grandmother, Elaine Lenters,
taught him to paint in
watercolors. He also took
some art classes at Grand
Rapids Christian High School
but being able to excel in
different mediums tends to
come naturally to him. Two
of the pieces in the Gathering
Place are from the Grand
Rapids Christian High School
permanent collection (those
pieces on the art easels). He
also loves photography and
has a good eye for
composition. The two largest
pieces of photography in the
exhibit hung at the
Butterworth St. Eastern Floral.
His last year in high school he
took floral design classes at
Kent Transition Center which
led to a full-time job at
Eastern Floral. He recently

started drawing again after he
took a drawing class taught by
another inmate at the Ashland
Correctional Facility. He now
fills much of his free time
drawing with colored pencils.
Fellow inmates have
recognized his talent and have
commissioned drawings, one
inmate asked for food
drawings for his restaurant
menu and another wanted a
drawing of his dog. The bird
houses on display show off his
whimsical and carpentry
skills. We hope you can drop
by the Gathering Place to view
his artwork and please make
comments in the book on the
table. We will send it to him
when the exhibit is finished.

Christian Literature
for Overseas: Thanks for
your continued gifts of Bibles,
Study Aids, Devotional
Materials, etc. Christian
Salvage Missions continues to
ship much needed English
language overseas to Bible
students, seminarians and lay
pastors who treasure what may
just be sitting unused in your
home. Even hymn books are
appreciated because songs are
more readily memorized.
Please use the collection box
in our fellowship room.
Thanks again for enriching the
lives of fellow Christians

overseas. - John and Gayle
Knight.

In the LOOP with
Oliver! — Thanks to
a FAMAS Grant
By Carly Park and Emilio
Martin (with Mary Speyer)
Alger Heights is a cool place
to live. Just about anything
you might want is available
here. We’ve got a library, lots
of stores, playgrounds, parks,
and churches. We even have a
neighborhood 5k race every
year around Halloween. The
best thing about Alger Heights
is our very own block and the
people who live on
it. Sometimes we call
ourselves the LOOP because
the streets (Alger, Marshall,
Mulford, and Aleda) form a
loop. That helps to make us
all feel like close neighbors.
Our neighborhood has a strong
support system. We look out
for each other and help each
other with all sorts of
things. Sometimes we help
with repairs or gardens and
yard work, and sometimes we
look after each other’s
pets. Just about everyone on
the LOOP block has at least
one pet. Even the pets have a
good time living here. Some
of the ladies have a Bible
study and prayer group to pray
for anything that might be
happening in the
neighborhood. Once an old
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lady from our block died, and
there was no memorial service
for her, so we got together and
held our own service. It was
very special.
A fun thing about our
neighborhood is the projects
and adventures that we do
together. We’ve had good
times doing baking projects
and holding social
gathering. Two years ago at
Christmas we decorated the
whole LOOP with
luminaries. It looked so
beautiful. Sometimes we play
games together, and
sometimes a few of us go
away together to special
events.
On November 15 eleven of us
attended the musical Oliver! at
Grand Rapids Christian High
School, the place where Mrs.
Speyer teaches. Our seats
were quite close to the front,
so we had a great view of
everything. It was
enlightening to learn about the
way children were treated in
England long ago, and it was
very well presented. We
could understand the message
easily. We really enjoyed that
it was just kids a little older
than us who put on such an
amazing performance. The
fact that it was a musical
helped to keep us totally
engaged and made it easy to
follow the plot of the
play. We kids from the LOOP
neighborhood are grateful to
FAMAS for giving us this
opportunity to attend a great
performance. Here’s what

some of us had to say after the
show.

I like that we went with our
friends around the corner. I
enjoyed the play. It was good
and some parts were
funny. Dwayne H.
My favorite parts were some
of the songs that had lots of
action and very aggressive
characters. Fagin did this very
well. He really connected
with the audience. Kayla R.
The show was very intriguing
and exciting. The music was
fantastic, and the setting was
wonderful. I recognized some
of the actors who had been in
a previous play. My favorite
character was the Artful
Dodger. What a well-done
performance! Luke G.

Being able to do great things
together as a neighborhood
seems almost like a family
reunion. We’re all good
friends and are able to enjoy
one another’s company. It
makes a show like Oliver!
even more fun because we can
talk about it afterward when
we see each other. Carly P.
I thought it was great to see
the young actors. I was happy
to get out of the house with
my brothers and
neighbors! Calaen H.
I really liked that they sang a
lot. I can easily get distracted
and bored, but I was never
bored at Oliver. I loved the
costumes. Paije M.
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I really enjoyed the play a
lot. It was the first musical
I’ve ever attended, so it made
a big impression on me. The
performance and the details of
the costumes and sets kept my
complete attention. Emilio
M.
I enjoyed the play Oliver! I
think the play and the students
were terrific! I love the play
and I would like to see the
movie. Isaiah H.

The Women’s Bible Study
collected money to donate to
New City Kids, Inc. Our
Bible study leader, Rev. Linda
Rogge-Rubingh and her
husband Rev. Trevor Rubingh
started this faith-based afterschool program for children in
grades 1st – 8th and teens (1418) this past September here
in Grand Rapids after
founding the first one in
Jersey City, NJ. It is located at
City View Church on Alpine,
NW. They are open Monday
through Thursday from 4-6
p.m. Fridays are designated
for training and college prep
for the teen staff. “The
mission of New City Kids is
loving kids for change to
create a community of
academic, leadership, musical,
and spiritual development”
(taken from their website).
“You are valuable, talented,
and we need you” is the
message given at New City
Kids. “First, New City
provides a purpose-driven,
structured, and supportive
environment. Second, we
embed this purpose-driven
structure in the context of
loving mentors who work with
the same kids for years”
(taken from their website).
The New City staff
interviewed 50 teenagers this
fall, and hired 20 of them to
serve a year-long, part-time,
paid internship for currently
31 children. Each intern
works 8-12 hours a week by

tutoring or leading a music or
activity class. The children
receive homework help,
additional academic
instruction and music/activity
classes. Classes offered are
dance, drums, bass, piano,
voice, sports, vocal or Bible.
New City Kids loves to use
music as a base for academic
learning and achievement!
The Rubinghs are currently in
the midst of fund raising, and
have already raised over
$80,000 of their needed
$130,000 for the year. You
can find out more by going to
their
website:NewCityKids.org and
to their Facebook page:
facebook.com/newcitykidsgra
ndrapids.

Calvin remembers
Willis DeBoer
November 14, 2014 | Matt
Kucinski
(Reprinted with permission
from Calvin College)
Willis DeBoer served for 26
years (1962-1988) in Calvin's
religion department.
Steady.
It’s one of the words that was
consistently used to describe
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professor of religion emeritus
Willis (Bill) DeBoer ‘48, who
passed away on Wednesday,
Nov. 12, at the age of 91.
“He could enter the presence
of a department or a group of
students and if there were
tensions, he just had a way of
diffusing them,” said Dale
Cooper, chaplain emeritus,
and former colleague of
DeBoer’s in Calvin’s religion
department. “He was just
patient; a patient person and
utterly steady.”
He is also remembered as a
man of integrity and grace,
someone who was fair to
everybody, and loyal to the
church and to Calvin.
DeBoer taught in the religion
department at Calvin College
from 1962 to 1988, serving as
the chair of the department for
the final six years of his
tenure.
“He treated his students and
his colleagues in a very
Christian-like way, at all
times,” said John Primus,
professor or religion emeritus,
who served alongside DeBoer
for 26 of his 34 years at
Calvin.
“I don’t think there’s a person
in the department that could
ever be irritated with Bill
DeBoer,” said Cooper.
A pastor at heart
DeBoer graduated from
Calvin College with a degree
in Greek and went on to
graduate from Calvin
Theological Seminary in 1951.
He served in the U.S. Army
Air Corps in Europe for three
years during World War II.

And prior to and after
DeBoer’s time at Calvin, he
spent time in the pastorate,
either leading churches or
serving as an interim pastor
for churches in transition.
Primus and Cooper said his
pastoral qualities transcended
the pulpit.
“He ministered in the
churches, but he also
ministered to his students,”
said Primus. “I think he loved
his students personally.”
“He was a pastor through and
through,” said Cooper. “When
I think of Bill as a person, the
New Testament resurrection
character qualities in
Colossians 3 come to mind …
His care and compassion for
his students clearly came
through.”
In service to One
And he recognized his calling
transcended any one particular
role and was in service to One,
above all.
“In many ways, he was a
model faculty member—a
very conscientious fellow in
terms of his work and in terms
of his being at Calvin and in
terms of ministry and in terms
of service not only to Calvin,
but to the Lord,” said Primus.
“He saw that was what service
to Calvin finally comes down
to, service to Christ.”
“He loved his family; he
talked affectionately about
them often. He clearly loved
his colleagues and his
students. He loved the church,
and above all He loved God,”
said Cooper.

“When I think of Bill DeBoer,
Philemon 1:7 comes to mind.
Bill De Boer ‘refreshed my
heart,’” said Cooper.
Bill is survived by his wife
Gertrude, his daughters Sandra
(Don) Bode, Kathleen (Mark
Pittman) DeBoer, Patricia
(Stuart Henderson) DeBoer,
Philip (Laurie) DeBoer, and
Steven DeBoer; five
grandchildren and seven great
grandchildren.

Lonely or fearful? Psalms
91
Losing hope? 2
Thessalonians 2: 16-17
Money problems? Psalm 37
Need assurance: Romans
8:1-30
Need peace? Matthew
11:25-30
Sick or in pain? Psalms 6,
Isaiah 26
Sleepless nights? Psalms
4, 56, & 130
Tired? Isaiah 40, Matthew
11:28-30
Worried: Psalm23,46, &
Matthew 6

Bible Verses for Difficult
Days
Alone and scared? Psalm
23
Bereaved? John 16:11-33
Bitter and critical? I
Corinthians 13
Depressed? Psalms 34:71,
Isaiah 40
Discouraged? Psalm 126,
Psalms 37, James 5:7-11
Done something wrong?
Psalm 51
Don’t understand what God
is doing? Isaiah 55:8-9
Feel rejected? Colossians
1, I Peter 1
Family problems?
Ephesians 6:1-10
Facing a crisis? Job 28:1228
Frustrated? Psalms 90,
Hebrews 12
Hated because of your
faith? John 15
Hard times? Psalm 9:9
In doubt? Jeremiah 29:1113
Leaving home? Psalm 121
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The deadline for the
January issue of the Fuller
Life is Sunday, December
28, 2014

1

Donna Meyer

2

Betsy Turnbull (M)

3

Marci Phelps

5

Kate Miller

7

Doug Hoek, Jan Van Veen

8

Ruth Ter Haar

11

Jim & Lorna Krosschell (1970)

12

Jaheem Brown, Mary Speyer

13

Lucas Phelps

15

Lydia Phelps, Gary Van Vels, & Samuel Turnbull (M)

22

Karla Laninga

24

Jim Kreykes

26

John Knight

29

Calvin & Sharon Greenwood (1970), Manuel & Maria Lara (1984)

31

Dorothy Schierbeek

The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good
news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in
the town of David a Savior has been born to you: he is the
Messiah, the Lord.” Luke 2:10-11
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December 2014
SUNDAY

MONDAY

1

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

4

5

6

7:30 PM: Choir

6:45 AM: Men’s
Bible Study
Women’s
Conference

Women’s
Conference
7 PM: Council

Women’s
Conference

Women’s
Conference

11

12

13

18

19

20

25

26

27

9

10

10 AM: Food
Offering - God’s
Love Collab, Faith
Promise Offering
11:15 AM: Cong.
Meeting & Potluck
6 PM: Youth Group

9 AM: Staff
Meeting –
Chapter 9

7:30 PM: Choir

2-4 PM: Seniors
Christmas
Celebration @
Raybrook

14

15

16

17

7:30 PM: Choir

6:45 AM: Men’s
Bible Study

23

24

22

6 PM: Youth
Group Christmas
Party

28
No Youth Group

2 PM: Staff
Meeting –
Chapter 20
7:30 PM: Choir
(tentative)

29

SATURDAY

3

8

21

FRIDAY

2

7

6 PM: Youth
Group

THURSDAY

30

10 AM:
Christmas
Worship

31
6:45 AM: Men’s
Bible Study
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