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Council Report
By Barb Straatsma
The Council receives reports
from the various committees of
the church in the form of
minutes. These reports vary
from month to month
contingent on which
committees have met. The
Administration Committee
meets every month on the last
Thursday of the month so their
minutes are received every
month. Terry Idema, our
treasurer, is present at these
meetings to present a financial
report to the committee. The
church receipts are lagging
behind, $60,000 in budget. This
is a larger percentage than in
previous years. It was decided
to structure the budget on past
disbursements rather than
historical patterns. Terry will
present a detailed 2015 budget
at the next Administration
Committee and Council
meetings. Weekly remodel
giving updates are included in
the announcement page. The
remodel is nearly complete but
we still need about half of the
approved congregational

expense. Terry will contact
Laurie to give each committee
chair a regular balance report.
Jim Krosschell presented a plan
to convene an ad hoc committee
to look into our current ministry
staff positions and what
impact/plans will be needed for
Sue’s retirement which takes
place at the end of 2015.
The Education Committee met.
There was discussion on the
middle school church school
education with a plan to teach
the Heidelberg Catechism. The
elders continued this discussion
at their meeting. Pastor Nate
will choose the questions and
the elders will teach the
catechism in two parts, sin and
salvation, and Josh Pressley will
provide the service
opportunities.
The Global Outreach
Committee met on September
14. Most of their minutes
concentrated on GO Week.
FAMAS approved 2 grant
requests.
From the September Ministry
Report, here is some of what
was reported. Pastor Nate
reported on visiting with a
number of our homebound
members and addressed a
number of sensitive
emergencies. With a lighter
preaching load this month he
was able to catch up on some
administrative duties as well as
plan for fall and advent. He
attended many meetings,
continues his mentoring with
Pastor Morris, and has been
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assigned to John Rozeboom as a
classical mentor. He continues
to follow-up with potential new
members. He also continues
working on developing
relationships with the
employees at the Hall Street
Bakery. A few of them have
joined us for worship. He has
begun a regular mentoring
relationship with Josh Pressley
on Monday mornings.
Pastor Morris reported on the
launch of the Fuller Visiting
Teams. There are currently 10
teams. Their purpose is to serve
our shut-ins by maintaining
their relationship with their
home church. Each team is
expected to visit 4 or 5 people
or couples per month.
Reporting on the visits is made
each month. Some training is
given. If you wish to
participate in this meaningful
ministry you can contact Jan
Van Veen. He visited and
called many members. He too
attended many meetings. He
preached on September 7 on the
Belgic Confession. The
discussion during his sermon
was lively and well accepted.
Josh Pressley reported that
September was the kick-off for
our youth group. He reported
that Megan and James have
been a blessing to the students
and himself. The group realizes
the need to bridge the gap
between the church youth group
and the neighborhood youth.
He, Dave De Windt, and Lyle
Phelps have had a lot of
discussion on how to approach
this task and have concluded

that it is going to take time,
intentionality and he will be the
direct presence to the
neighborhood youth. He is
excited about the direction we
are heading with the youth
program and as a church.
Sue Hollemans reported on
Adult Education for October
and November. Looking at the
line-up, you will be offered a
great variety of topics! The
Cadets have a new head
counselor – Dennis Vander
Meer. We express our
appreciation to Dale Rietberg
for his many years of service as
head counselor to the many
boys who attended this
program. I’m sure he has many
good stories to tell! Our 2014
4th Friday meals end on October
24.
From now until the end of the
year is busy time for our
deacons. As you may have
noticed, our care group’s
membership has changed this
year. All groups will be
meeting once a quarter in lieu of
the evening worship service.
The first gathering will occur on
November 9. We look forward
to professions of faith and a
baptism on October 26.
Our mutual censure featured our
facilities. Five questions from
the Council Handbook were
asked with Council members
responding.
We closed our meeting in
celebration of Deb and Pastor
Morris’ birthday with cookies

and pies. The elder/deacon
partners met to discuss their
care group.

(Editor’s note: My apologies to
Connie for including the article
for the 2013 David’s House
Ministries Walk-A-Thon in the
last issue of Fuller Life instead
of the article she wrote for the
2014 David’s House Walk-AThon. Below is the correct
article.)

David’s House
Ministries Walk-AThon
By Connie Scheurwater
On Saturday, September 13,
several Fuller Avenue Church
members and family members
joined BEKKI LANDMAN for
the annual David’s House
Ministries Walk-A-Thon.
David’s House, a home that
provides spiritual support,
quality service and
compassionate care to those
with special needs, has been
Bekki’s residence for the past
four years. This event has been
held for the past 28 years for the
purpose of raising funds for the
home.
The day’s activities began on
the Cornerstone University
campus with breakfast for
David’s House residents, their
families, and friends. Bekki’s
church group consisted of
Marlene Natelborg, Connie
Scheurwater, Caryl Vande

Voort, Becky Van Wyk, Bert
and Jeanne Wierenga, and
Carolyn Zwiers; her family
group consisted of her Uncle
Dick, Aunt Sue, Aunt Marge,
and Aunt Marge’s
granddaughter, Sophie.
Although it rained during the
night and early morning, the sun
was shining brightly when the
whole group proceeded
outdoors after breakfast to walk
or roll for the next hour on the
trails of the beautiful
Cornerstone campus. Bert and
Jeanne preferred to remain
inside, but the rest of the group
walked the trails with Bekki,
some taking turns to push her
wheelchair. Near the end of the
route they passed by the Field
of Honor, where pictures and
names of David’s House
supporters, both past and
present, were displayed on
sticks set in the ground. There
was a picture of Judy Landman,
Bekki’s mother, who passed
away in 2013, as well as the
name of her grandmother,
Florence De Young, who
recently passed away.
A Celebration Gathering was
held after the walk, where
David’s House residents were
honored for their work in
helping to raise funds, and all
participants enjoyed a variety of
desserts. Over $71,000 was
raised that day. It was a happy
day for Bekki, and she
appreciates the support of all
her Fuller friends who
contributed financial gifts and
who walked with her.

Members in Focus Jack and Betty
Stegink
By Connie Scheurwater
Jack and Betty Stegink have
been members of Fuller
Avenue Church for over 50
years. They both grew up in
the Protestant Reformed
Church denomination, Jack in
Holland and Betty in Grand
Rapids. They met at a church
function in Holland, and were
married on April 14, 1954 in
the Protestant Reformed
Church in Grand Rapids. In
1963 their faction of the
church disbanded, and Jack
and Betty joined Fuller
Avenue Church. By that time
they had moved from Alger
Heights into the neighborhood
of the church, to 1027 Fuller
Ave SE, and were able to walk
to church. Rev. William
Vander Hoven was the pastor.
Jack served in the armed
forces for several years
following World War II.
After returning from service
he took up his lifetime career
as an auto mechanic, which
began when he was in Junior
High school and worked in a
gas station. For over 25 years
he worked at Veenstra’s
Garage. Betty worked as a
bookkeeper at Hekman Biscuit
Company, followed by a
number of years as a stay at
home mother. Later she
became a certified nursing
assistant and worked in that

field for 25 years at
Raybrook/Holland Home.
Jack and Betty raised four
children, Larry, Ellen, David,
and Joan. Shortly after joining
Fuller Avenue Church, their
infant son David had
successful open heart surgery.
All of their children today live
nearby. Larry is married to
Nancy, daughter of Fuller
Avenue Church members
Dick and Marge Bishop.
Ellen is married to Jim
Decker, David to Valerie
Stuart, and Joan to Ron
Thayer. They have thirteen
grandchildren. A nine-year
old granddaughter passed
away a few years ago. They
have five great-grandchildren,
and are looking forward to the
births of three more in the near
future.
Jack and Betty both have been
and still are very active in
Fuller Avenue Church. Some
of Jack’s involvements have
been serving terms as elder
and deacon, serving as usher,
serving as Cadet Leader,
assisting with Bakers, serving
on visitation teams, and
assisting with Tuesday Family
Nights. He has a special
interest in baseball and played
on the slow pitch men’s team
for a number of years. Betty
served with Calvinettes,
Bakers, visitation teams, and
Tuesday Family Nights. She
has also participated in
Ladies’ Fellowship and
continues to participate in
Women’s Bible Study. In
addition, some of Jack’s
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activities include volunteering
at New Life Thrift Store, New
to You, God’s Kitchen, and
D&W Stores. Betty does
home care for one patient one
day each week.
Through the years, Jack and
Betty have done a fair amount
of traveling and camping.
They camped at Young State
Park in Charlevoix with their
family. They traveled to most
of the lower 48 states, as well
as making a trip by airplane to
Alaska, where they camped
and traveled in an RV. They
made a trip to Ireland, their
daughter-in-law Valerie’s
home country. They
volunteered in Haiti at an
orphanage, Children of the
Promise, from where one of
their grandchildren was
adopted. For ten years they
volunteered for periods of
time in North Carolina at
JAARS, the technical arm of
Wycliffe Bible Translators,
where Jack worked with
construction and maintenance,
and Betty worked in the
kitchen.
This year Jack and Betty
celebrated their 60th wedding
anniversary. To mark this
momentous occasion, their
whole family, including
children and spouses,
grandchildren, and greatgrandchildren spent a week
together in the Smoky
Mountains, enjoying the
beauties of the national park
and enjoying each other’s
company.

Nowadays Jack and Betty
spend time attending soccer
and basketball games played
by their grandchildren. They
are Detroit Tiger fans, and
every year they join other
Fuller Avenue Church

members on a bus trip to a
Detroit Tiger game. They
meet once a month for
breakfast with fellow church
members.
Jack and Betty Stegink have

lived long lives of service to
their church, family, and
community. We thank God
for their presence in our
fellowship and pray for
continued blessings in their
lives.

Fuller Senior Singles Supper
By Crys Van Beek
To have a warm, sunny, fall Saturday is wonderful, but
to look forward to a delicious supper with Fuller
friends and a little singing makes it a really great day.
October 11 was that kind of day for the Fuller’s
Senior Singles’ Supper. Some came in a carpool;
others were picked up by deacons and their spouses.
After some punch and an opportunity to sign ‘thinking
of you’ cards for Fuller shut-ins, we opened with
devotions. It felt good to sit with friends who have
recovered from surgery, illness or were home-bound
for a while.

We ate and fellowshipped over a dinner of Russ’
soups, a hearty salad and breads from Hall St
Bakery. Hopefully, there was room for a piece of
Russ’ pie and coffee
Once the tables were cleared, Connie played the
piano as numbers from the hymnal were requested.
The doxology
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(Photos
courtesy
of Maria
Lara)
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Project Neighborhood
An Update from the House!
The school year is in full swing, and while these students keep very busy with school work, we were happy
to go visit Art Prize in Downtown Grand Rapids. This picture is from our house outing to see some of the
wonderful art.

In the last few weeks, we have enjoyed getting to know some more of our neighbors as well. We had the
opportunity to host the wonderful Davis family from across the street on Noble. We
have been playing some games of football and soccer in their front yard with some
Fun at Art Prize! From L
of the neighborhood kids, and having a wonderful time developing relationships
to R: Rachael, Jana,
with the folks around us.
Julie, Katy, and Sangwoo
We continue to be grateful for our opportunities to engage with the church as well.
We loved helping with Fourth Friday Food and Fellowship at Fuller! And it’s
wonderful to find such a warm welcome from the faithful people at Fuller. The
invitations to lunch, the deliveries of baked goods, and the inviting smiles continue
to produce great gratitude in our hearts.
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(Matt is taking the
picture).

We spent some time cleaning up
our garden plot (which produced a
lot of wonderful kale, zucchini,
and cucumbers this season). After
some quick work, we took the last
of our harvest home and gave
thanks to all those who helped! It
was a wonderful season, and we
were very grateful for the tasty
veggies that came from it. It’s sad
to see it come to an end, but we
are reminded of God’s
faithfulness in the changing of the
seasons too. Fall isn’t all that bad
either, especially when it means
apple cider and pumpkin muffins!
Continue to pray for us in this
Helping clean up the
gardens!
very busy season of tests,
projects, and lengthy readings. It’s
easy to come down with some kind of sickness in this time of year as well - and we are hoping to avoid
that! We are also hoping to be people of good presence – that we might be good neighbors and people who
continue to build into intentional community with the church.
Again, we thank you, and we are looking forward to continuing to grow in relationship with Fuller!
-Matt, Jana, Sangwoo, Rachael, Julie, and Katy

The deadline for the December
Fuller Life is Sunday,
November 23, 2014
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Birthdays and Anniversaries
18
1

Jordan Gabites

4

Ed & Joan Stuursma (1999)

5

Sandy Bishop

Clarice Hendrickson
Bob Zwiers
Julie Van Dyken (M)

19

Cristina Garcia

Daryl Vriesenga
Nancy Jasperse
Mae Yei
6

21

Paul Feyen

22

Elijah DeJong McCarron

Lindy Feyen
Russ & Lois Rykse (1953)
Nathan Mitogo

8

Elyse Jonker
Barb Straatsma

10

Sharon Rietberg
Gordy Van Haitsma

11
12
14

Crys Van Beek
24

Jeanne Grooters

25

Wendy Veldheer

Pat De Vries
Gertrude De Boer
Larry & Faith Segaar (1972)

15

Jill Van Veen
26

16

Lisa Kooy

Ellen Van Stee
Dan Miller

9

27

Myriam Mitogo

30

Claire Kooy

November 2014
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

10 am: food
offering for
Calvin
Seminary, Faith
Promise
Offering

7 pm: Cadets

7:30 pm: Choir

6:45 am: Men’s
Bible Study

6:30 pm:
Bakers

Youth Fall
Retreat

Youth Fall
Retreat

9:30 am:
Women’s Bible
Study

7 pm: Council

13

6 pm: Youth
Group

9

10

11

12

10 am: Lord’s
Supper

9 am: Staff
Meeting
(chapter 7)

7:30 pm: Choir

9:30 am:
Women’s Bible
Study

18

19

6 pm: Care
Groups meet

7 pm: Cadets

16

17

6 pm: Youth
Service

7 pm: Cadets

7 pm: Pinochle

6 pm: Prayer
Service

24

20

6:45 am: Men’s
Bible Study

26

27

2 pm: Staff
Meeting
(chapter 8)

9:30 am:
Women’s Bible
Study

10 am:
Thanksgiving
Day Worship

30
1st Sunday of
Advent
10 am: Lord’s
Supper

10

21

22

7:30 pm:
Oliver! @ GR
Christian High

25

7:30 pm: Choir

15
7 pm: Pinochle
@ Church

9:30 am:
Women’s Bible
Study

23

14

28

29
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