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September Council 

Report 

By Barb Straatsma 

 

We look back at our church 

year of 2013/2014 and 

remember the many blessings 

of that year – many 

volunteers, a good staff, the 

hiring of a young energetic 

pastor, purchasing a van, the 

beginning of our lower level 

remodel, faithful member 

giving, the good recovery of 

Pastor Morris, and the success 

of the first year of our Fuller 

Project Neighborhood House.  

Many more items could be 

added and if we listed them all 

we could fill an entire page.  

We thank God. 

 

As we start a new church year, 

2014/2015, our excitement 

begins to rise as the activities 

begin. What’s happing at the 

church?  Read on.  Have you 

seen the improvements being 

made in our lower level?  We 

look forward to a beautiful 

finished space.  But all of this 

loveliness comes at a cost.  If 

you have not made your 

donation as yet we ask that 

you do that soon as the bills 

from the contractor have 

already started coming.   

 

Worship Committee submitted 

their pm worship services 

survey analysis and 

recommendations to Council.  

Our thanks to the Worship 

Committee for their good 

work.  The Council approved 

their recommendations and the 

new schedule starts October 

2014.  If you have any 

questions, you can contact 

Ken Bratt.  The Technology 

Committee will purchase 

some new equipment to 

replace and/or upgrade the 

old, non-functioning, and 

illegal items.  We will replace 

tapes with DVDs.  All of this 

will enhance our worship 

experience.  We look forward 

to our Global Outreach Week 

on September 21-28 with Zach 

and Sharon Segaar-King, Gary 

Bekker, Ron Verwys and 

Pastor Nate at the pulpit, two 

Adult Education sessions with 

the Segaar-Kings and Ron 

Verwys and our care group 

luncheons on the 21
st
 and 28

th
.  

The Worship Committee 

discussed things we can do to 

make our worship services 

more “neighbor friendly” and 

how our ministries as our 

‘front door’ can create the 

movement/flow to get people 

into worship. 

 

As you read in the Fuller Life 

our Tuesday Family Nights 

were a success.  Our Fall 

Kick-off Sunday on 

September 7 concluded our 

Tuesday Family Nights.  The 

Outreach Committee will 

discuss ideas in attracting 

neighbors to Fuller at their 

next meeting.  The church 

hosted 25 freshman students 

with Calvin College’s Street 

Fest Program.  The students 

received a tour of the Fuller 

neighborhood, a talk about the 

Fuller Project Neighborhood 

House with a brief tour of the 

home and ended up at Campus 

School to hear about Kids 

Hope USA and about the 

school from principle Colton.  

They were assigned jobs at the 

school.  The church van will 

carry Adams Park residents to 

Meijer one Tuesday per 

month.  It will also carry 

Calvin College students to our 

morning worship services 

thanks to Matt Postma who 

volunteered to be our driver.  

Our van fund is $900 short.  If 

you have not fulfilled your 

pledge, please do so now. 

 

In the August Ministry Report 

Pastor Nate reported that he 

had a relatively light month in 

regard to pastoral care needs 

but a heavy month of 

administration and planning.  

A vast majority of his 

sermon/service evaluations 

have been very positive in all 

categories.  Thus far (6 

months) the congregation has 

a very positive response to his 

messages, is appreciative of 

their content, believes them to 

be well developed and 

delivered and they are largely 

meeting the congregation’s 

spiritual needs.  Ruth Van Stee 
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and he had the opportunity to 

hear four testimonies from 

current and past youth group 

members interested in making 

profession of faith this fall.  

Pastor Morris reported there 

are 9 visitation teams of 2 

people per team.  The launch 

is September 14.  You can still 

volunteer to be a member by 

calling Jan Van Veen, 

coordinator.  Josh met with 

Lyle Phelps and Dave De 

Windt to talk about his job 

performance.  The youth 

group will be serving the 

community once a month.  

Plans are in the works for a 

fall retreat on November 7-9.  

James Karsten and Megan 

Rozeveld are volunteer leaders 

for the year.   Sue Hollemans 

reports that church school will 

resume on September 7, 

Bakers on October 2, Men’s 

Bible Study on September 10 

and Women’s Bible Study on 

September 17.  Our Fuller 

Project Neighborhood House 

students will help with our 

Friday night dinners.   

 

Council approved a 5% 

increase for 2014 for our 

missionaries as requested by 

the GO Committee as the GO 

Committee has a $28,000 

reserve instead of about 

$14,000 or $15,000 as 

estimated last fall. 

 

YTD receipts as of 

8/31/14:  $235,610.52 

YTD budget as of 

8/31/14:  $294,214.00 

 

Dear Fuller Family, 

 

In his book, The 7 Habits of 

Highly Effective People, 

Stephen Covey outlines a 

process of having both public 

and private victories in life. 

Whether it’s being proactive 

or seeking first to understand 

and then to be understood 

Covey trumpets that effective 

people follow his guidelines. 

 

Now I’m not sure we here at 

Fuller are in lock-step with 

Covey’s game plan, but as 

summer came to a close and as 

our fall ministry year kicked 

off we can be encouraged that 

we are being effective. We 

had a great summer of 

ministry in which we loved 

our neighbors well. Whether it 

was a conversation after a 

Sunday morning worship 

service or a hot dog served at 

a Tuesday Family Night this 

summer was an effective 

summer of ministry.  

 

The question might emerge 

then, what made it effective? 

Was it headcounts? Was it a 

warm smile? Was it a summer 

filled with hot dishes? Or 

better yet what made our 

ministry effective? And what 

will continue to make it 

effective today, next week, 

and beyond? These are the 

questions we may ask, and 

they are the questions every 

church should ask.  

 

The answer to these questions 

is fundamentally simple. 

When we root our ministry, 

when we root every effort we 

make, in Christ’s love God is 

faithful to make those efforts 

effective. Effective ministry is 

love based ministry. Together 

as a church we work hard to 

love each other well and it is 

out of that love, a Christ 

centered love, that effective 

ministry flows.  

 

We know that we are called to 

love and yet love is a difficult 

thing to do. Whether it’s our 

passions, our emotions, our 

actions, or our dollars – love is 

demanding. It costs us 

something to love. This 

summer it may have cost you 

your Tuesday nights, maybe it 

was an afternoon with your 

neighbor fixing an old fence, 

or maybe it was just a moment 

in passing with a stranger to 

whom you offered a kind 

word. In any case, love costs. 

We know that it cost Jesus his 

life. His love for us drove him 

to the cross and his love for us 

freed him from the clutches of 

death to life anew. Love is 

never free, it costs, but love is 

always good.  

 

Here at Fuller we had a great 

summer! It was a great 

summer because it was rooted 

in love. It was rooted not just 

in our love, but it was rooted 

in God’s love. For as scripture 

says, we love because He first 

loved us (1 John 4:19). This 

summer God doused us in His 

love and we were able to help 
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His love spill over into the 

lives around us.  

 

As fall finds us now, let’s 

continue to do this effective 

ministry. Let’s continue to do 

everything we do in and 

through and with the love of 

Christ, because effective 

ministry is first and foremost a 

ministry of love. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Nate 

 

 

 

Leadership Training 

Event 2014 

Filled Up: 

Empowered to Serve 

 

Filled up and empowered to 

serve was the goal and focus 

of this year’s leadership 

training event sponsored by 

Volunteers In Service and 

Christian Reformed Home 

Missions.  There were a wide 

variety of workshops for 

pastors, elders, deacons, small 

group leaders, and other 

leaders in ministry to choose 

from.  Some of our elders and 

deacons attended this event 

and this is what they had to 

say about the 2 workshops 

they attended. 

 

Ken Bratt- 

On September 15, with several 

other Fuller members, I 

attended the annual 

Leadership Training Event 

sponsored by Volunteers in 

Service – this year hosted by 

Providence CRC in 

Cutlerville. After a buffet 

supper and short worship 

service, the large crowd broke 

into sectionals: 13 choices 

were offered twice for an hour 

each. I participated in a good 

presentation on Finding a 

Path to Congregational 

Renewal led by Pastor Larry 

Doornbos of Evergreen 

Ministries in Zeeland (who 

also preached at Matt 

Postma’s ordination). He’s 

one of a team of consultants in 

The Renewal Lab, which is 

affiliated with the Institute for 

Global Church Renewal at 

Calvin Theological Seminary.  

  

Pastor Doornbos started with 

some sobering statistics: 80% 

of the 350,000 churches in the 

US have leveled out in 

membership or are in decline 

(in the CRC the percentage is 

63%).  15% of churches are 

growing only by transfers 

from other churches; 5% are 

growing through conversions. 

Membership in the CRC is 

now about 248,000, the lowest 

since 1963; and the median 

age of CRC members is 56, 

which is younger than in other 

mainline churches. 

Separations of pastors from 

CRC congregations have more 

than tripled over the last two 

decades.  

  

All of these statistics suggest 

that church renewal ought to 

be an urgent concern for 

everyone, and that fulfilling 

our part of God’s mission to 

the world cannot happen 

without concentrated effort. 

The Renewal Lab at Calvin 

Seminary is one of many 

options available to help 

churches regain momentum. It 

involves intensive coaching 

for two years, as consultants 

work with pastors and ten 

leaders from each of the 22 

churches now involved. 

Participants commit to eight 

quarterly “learning labs” in 

which they help each other 

identify their congregation’s 

unique mission, gain tools for 

a “discipling” ministry that 

focuses on bringing new 

members to Christ (rather than 

a “chaplaincy” ministry that 

focuses on meeting the needs 

of current members), and set 

specific goals that can be 

measured at the next session. 

The program costs about 

$3,000 per congregation. 

  

The Renewal Lab is in its 

second year of operation, but 

initial responses have been 

enthusiastic. Perhaps it’s 

something for Fuller to 

consider in the years ahead. 

 

Jack Posthumus- 

 

Leadership Training Event: 

Moving Beyond the 

Bulletin—Engaging Each 

Other Online 

  
In 1994, the church bulletin 

was the primary way people 

looked for church information. 

Bulletin Boards were 2
nd

 

option. 

 

In 2014, the bulletin is the last 

place many people look for 

church information. Emails, 
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Website, Facebook, Twitter, 

and etc. are replacing the 

printed page with immediate 

information when needed.  In 

the last 60 seconds- 168 

million emails were sent- 

695,000 Facebook updates- 

694,445 search queries using 

Google. All these statistics are 

from 2 years ago and are 

probably tripled by now!! 

 

The leader of the workshop 

likened this to decades ago 

when Dutch speaking 

Christians decided to start 

speaking English in the 

church. It was a huge step but 

was necessary to reach more 

people and to bring the word 

of our Lord outside their 

congregation. Now there is 

another shift to a new 

language once again. That 

language is technology! 

Instead of looking in phone 

books or newspapers for a 

church when visiting the area, 

people use the internet or cell 

phones to find a place to 

worship. It is also used to stay 

connected with each other. 

 

Online habits.  It is an 

impatient world. One that you 

are constantly in touch with 

family, friends, news, and 

sports updates, all in a blink of 

an eye using a computer, 

tablet or cell phone. When 

people look at your website, 

you have an 8 to 10 second 

window to grab their attention. 

If they stay, you have 1 to 2 

minutes for them to stay on 

our site to find what they 

want. Websites should first 

cater to guests, what they need 

to know looking for a church 

(what, who, where, when, 

why). Just as important, your 

website should be the HUB 

for your members providing 

them with EVERYTHING 

they need to know concerning 

church matters. 

 

Back in the day, you came to 

church and read the 

announcement page to find out 

about members and needs. 

Now through technology, you 

can be made aware in the 

moment when a person needs 

to be brought to our Lord in 

prayer. Prayer requests may 

go out the same hour 

information is made known. 

You may reach out to people 

that need help in a way that 

did not occur many years ago 

when one waited for 

information just on Sundays. 

Emails, church website, 

Facebook keeps all members 

involved in a way they have 

never been before. Photos of 

your community tap into 

people’s desire to “see” one 

another during the week. It 

builds community. Short Bible 

passages, short prayers may be 

used to provide inspiration for 

the day. Sermon outline, 

spiritual passages posted could 

prepare you to be more 

involved in receiving the word 

when you attend. When you 

are absent, camcorder taping 

of the entire service and then 

streamed via the internet, can 

bring the service to you that 

same day. Vacationing in 

Florida? A shut-in?  Watch the 

service online. DVD’s or 

streamed video can bring them 

into the folds of the 

community they may not be 

physically able to be part of. 

They can feel “present” 

without being in the pew. 

Volunteers in the nursery 

could watch the service 

streamed to a t.v. so they can 

still be involved. Shift your 

communication strategy from 

the bulletin being THE way 

you communicate to A way 

you communicate.  

 

Is this a scary transition? Of 

course it is. Anything new is 

hard to comprehend and thus 

you may feel - is it really 

needed? Look at the projection 

system. It was a big leap years 

ago and now, it enhances how 

we worship and would be 

missed. 

 

Of all the people that attended 

this session; a mix of 

numerous churches in our 

area, their secretaries, elders 

and pastors, all said their 

church was well down the 

road in using all of the above. 

Many pastors of varying ages 

all said it is a “different 

transition” for them but they 

realize to reach beyond their 

walls AND to spread the grace 

of our Lord, they MUST speak 

in a new language that is 

commonly used. Classis GR 

South has a central media 

coordinator to link all 

churches together for 
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benevolence needs, church 

info, etc. 
 

The theme of the Leadership 

Training Event was Filled Up: 

Empowered to Serve. 

Ephesians 3:16 (NLT) “I pray 

that from His glorious, 

unlimited resources HE will 

empower you with inner 

strength through His Spirit”. A 

new resource is here to stay, 

let us embrace it and explore it 

use.  
 

Kate Miller- 

VIS trainings aim to be 

practical and usually deal with 

challenges that all churches 

face. I attended two sessions 

which were very helpful. The 

first one was called  

Hilarious Giving - The Road 

to Church Renewal through 

Giving.  Rev. John DeVries 

(of Mission India fame) led 

this session by introducing a 

book he wrote called Why 

Give? He gave us all free 

copies and in spite of a little 

trepidation Dan and I are now 

reading it for our devotions in 

the morning and enjoying it. 

The book “reviews a lifetime 

of amazing, hilarious, joy-

filled stories of giving that 

have renewed churches.” I am 

going to suggest that the 

deacons get copies and 

perhaps if they like it (it’s 

small, easy to read and quite 

delightful) perhaps it’s 

something we can pursue as a 

congregation. It works to 

encourage giving on a 

personal level, as well as a 

church or institutional level 

and addresses all kinds of 

giving—time, concern, 

money, and work.  
 

The second workshop which 

both Ruth VanStee and I 

attended was titled Serving 

Urban and Suburban 

Communities where Needs 

will Always be Greater than 

our Ability to Meet them.  It 

was a good reminder that we 

can’t solve all the problems 

(even the good Samaritan 

didn’t solve the problem of 

robbery on the Jericho Road), 

but Pastor Jeff Petersen (co-

pastor at Servant’s 

Community Church on the 

West side of Grand Rapids) 

gave us four what he called 

"contours of Urban 

Spirituality" but what I would 

call four practices we can use 

to be genuinely Christ-like in 

our response to neighborhood 

needs. 

  

These workshops are designed 

for deacons and elders but are 

really appropriate for staff and 

anyone at church who wants 

to be a witness or testimony 

for Jesus. Thank you for 

making these workshops 

available to us office-bearers!  

 

 

 
Women’s Bible 

Study 

Our Bible study began on 

September 17.  We are happy 

to welcome Linda Rubingh as 

our new leader.  We are 

studying the Holy Spirit based 

on the book, The Helper, by 

Catherine Marshall.  We meet 

at church at 9:30 am every 

Wednesday through 

November 19.  The morning 

begins with some delicious 

snacks and coffee or tea, and 

then we engage in share and 

prayer time, and then move 

into our study time.  It is very 

informal but very informative.  

We would love to have you 

join us.  If you have any 

questions, you can contact 

Kate Miller or Caryl Vande 

Voort. 

 

 

 

 

Fuller Men’s 

Morning Bible Study 

By John Straatsma 

 

Every other Wednesday 

morning at 6:45 AM a men’s 

bible study group gathers 

around tables in the basement 

fellowship room. (6:45 is the 

chosen start time so that those 

that must be to work at 8:00 

AM can leave at 7:45 and be 

on time.) A pot of coffee has 

been brewed and poured and 

thanks to the prompting of the 

group’s leader, Dan Miller, the 

discussion begins promptly. 

Dan would probably prefer to 

be called a facilitator rather 
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than leader, but whatever the 

function he performs it well 

and a thoughtful, spirited and 

spirt filled discussion follows. 

 

We are currently working our 

way through Eugene H. 

Peterson’s Psalms, Prayers 

from the Heart as our study 

guide. It is rare that we would 

finish a chapter in this or any 

other book in one meeting. 

Many perspectives are brought 

to the discussion and it is often 

evident that members of the 

group have done 

extracurricular study on a 

point that caught their interest.  

 

The group’s size ranges from 

eight to ten, maybe twelve 

men and we can always add a 

table to make room for more. 

The chapters of this book 

pretty much standalone; there 

is no need to wait for the 

group to start a new book. So 

if you are a morning person or 

can become one after a cup or 

two of coffee, please come 

join us. For reference the 

group met last on September 

24 and will meet next on 

October 8.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Global Outreach: A 

Look Back and a 

Look Ahead 

By Jay Van Bruggen 

 

When you receive this issue of 

Fuller Life our annual Global 

Outreach Week will be almost 

finished.  It has been a 

reminder of the challenging 

work that we, as disciples of 

Jesus, still have to do.  Jesus 

last words here on earth were: 

"Therefore go and make 

disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of 

the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit and teaching 

them to obey everything I 

have commanded you.  And 

surely I am with always to the 

end of the earth." 

 

Our church on Fuller Avenue 

has a long history of 

supporting evangelism 

abroad.  We have supported 

missions abroad for over sixty 

years.  More than fifty years 

ago we set aside a week each 

year to celebrate this special 

ministry.  For many years it 

was called Mission Emphasis 

Week and more recently, 

Global Outreach Week.  It is 

our time as a church to face 

the challenge of our leader's 

great command. 

 

This past week we have heard 

from some of the people we 

support as they work on 

outreach for the church of 

Jesus Christ.  The work is 

truly amazing.  We help 

support the extension of God's 

church on three continents and 

around the world.  In Asia we 

are represented by Charles and 

Maxine Jansz in Sri Lanka, 

Susan Lucasse in Vietnam, 

and Eric and Penny Schering 

in Papua, New Guinea.  In 

Africa we are represented by 

Jim and Josephine Zylstra in 

Tamzamoa, by Mitogo Opira 

in the Democratic Republic of 

the Congo, and Ray and Ann 

Kapteyn in Cameroon. We 

also support the work and 

ministry of Zach and Sharon 

Segaar-King in Haiti. In North 

America we help support 

Harry Lew here in Grand 

Rapids, Brian and Betsy 

Turnbull in Seattle.  And the 

message of salvation goes 

around the world with the 

work of Daryl and Carol Van 

Dyken from 

Philadelphia.  Our Faith 

Promise pledges make all this 

work possible and this is the 

challenge of Global Outreach 

Week. 

 

 

 

 

 

The deadline for the 
November issue of the 
Fuller Life is Sunday, 

October 19, 2014 
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Fuller Project 

Neighborhood 

Update 

By Matt Postma 

 

Hello, our Fuller Church 

family! We are at the 

beginning of another academic 

year, which means Project 

Neighborhood is underway 

again! It’s an exciting time, 

and we are happy to welcome 

new students into the house!  

 

If you are new to this 

community, and you aren’t 

quite sure what Project 

Neighborhood is (or if you 

just need a refresher), let me 

give you a brief overview: 

Project Neighborhood is a 

cooperative effort between 

Calvin College and a local 

church or neighborhood. 

Students from Calvin apply to 

live in intentional community 

in a Grand Rapids 

neighborhood. We live 

together and work together, 

learning what it means to be 

good neighbors through 

service and community. Jana 

and I (Matt) are the mentors of 

the Fuller House, and we live 

here from year to year while 

most of the time the students 

are new each year. We were 

sad to see last year’s group go, 

but we rejoiced with them 

well at graduation. This year, 

we have new students – and 

they are tremendous! They are 

all moved in, and we are 

getting settled.  

 

After our move-in day, our 

Project Neighborhood 

“retreat” was our next task. 

We didn’t really retreat 

anywhere, except to have 

some fun together in the house 

(playing bean bag toss, eating 

ice cream, etc.) and talking 

about how we are going to live 

together well in community. 

We took walks around the 

neighborhood, and talked 

about how we can be faithful 

witnesses to Jesus and the 

church in our time here. It was 

a rewarding time, and we are 

grateful for it.  

We have also been gifted 

many baked goods in the past 

few weeks. There has been 

much to celebrate, and we are 

getting really good at 

celebrating with treats! 

 

All of us in the Fuller House 

are very grateful for our 

interactions with the people of 

Fuller Church already. Many 

of the students have 

mentioned how welcoming 

and gracious you have all been 

already this year! Your 

hospitality and smiles are 

noticed, and they warm our 

hearts. Thank you! 

 

We are looking forward to a 

great year together! Here are 

some notes about each student 

so that you can get to know 

them (even just a little bit) and 

recognize them here in the 

neighborhood. Say hello – 

they are all very friendly! 

Thank you, again, from the 

bottom of our hearts!  

 

 

 

 
County Wide Food 

Drive 

 

In the past Fuller participated 

in the County Wide Food 

Drive as a drop-off site for the 

collected food.  We also 

helped box it up for the food 

pantries.  Even though our 

church no longer participates 

in this way, we can still 

participate in other ways. 

 

Access works to eliminate 

hunger in our community.  

They sponsor the County 

Wide Food Drive every year 

in October.  It gives the 

community an opportunity to 

help their neighbor and help 

Access achieve their goal.  

This year the food drive will 

be held on October 5-11.  The 

food and personal care items 

collected go to the food 

pantries in the Access Pantry 

Network. 
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How can you get involved? 

1. Drop off a bag of groceries 

at a drop-off location (see list 

below). 
 

2. Volunteer on Saturday, 

October 11 to be stationed at a 

local grocer to help collect 

food. 
 

3. Help sort and box on 

October 11. 
 

4. Send a donation – your 

contribution will be 

distributed throughout the 

network of area food pantries. 
 

5. Pray for the volunteers as 

well as the pantries receiving 

the food. 

 

Contact 

emma@accessofwestmichigan

.org if you are interested in 

volunteering or have any 

questions. 

 

SUGGESTED ITEMS FOR 

DONATION: 

 Non-sugary cereal 

 Pasta and sauce 

 Beans and rice 

 Low sodium soups 

 Whole grains (oatmeal, 

snack bars, & etc 

 Canned fruits and 

vegetables (low sugar 

& low sodium) 

 Canned meats packed 

in water (stew, tuna, 

chicken, etc.) 

 Peanut butter 

 Personal care items 

(shampoo, deodorant, 

diapers, etc.) 

 Household items (toilet 

paper, laundry 

detergent, soap, etc.) 

 

DROP-OFF LOCATIONS: 

 Family Fare 

 D&W 

 Duthler Family Foods 

 Fulton Heights Foods 

 Forest Hills Foods 

 

 

 

I Am Hutterite by 

Mary-Ann Kirkby 

 Reviewed by Joel Veldheer 

 

My sister gave me this book to 

read because growing up in 

South Daktoa, there was a 

Hutterite Colony about 10 

miles from our farm (there are 

three colonies near Platte 

now).  We visited the colony 

quite a few times, so I had 

some knowledge about how 

they lived, but I didn’t know 

the details about their religion, 

origins, and their way of life. 

 

Their religion and form of 

lifestyle began in 1528 by 

Jacob Hutter, a hat maker in 

Moravia.  A small number of 

refugees from Switzerland, 

Germany, Italy and Austria 

put everything they had on a 

blanket, and said they would 

from now on, live as people 

lived in Acts 2: 44-45 with 

everything owned in common.  

They do not have back 

pockets to show they do not 

keep anything for themselves.  

    

In 1536 Jacob Hutter was 

burned at the stake in 

Innsbruck, Austria because the 

Roman Catholic Church didn’t 

like these odd ball people 

following a Biblical teaching.   

Then, the remaining group of 

followers moved to Russia.  In 

the 1870s, they were 

persecuted because they 

wouldn’t join the Russian 

military, so they came to the 

USA and started their first 

colony near Yankton, SD.  

During WW I they declared 

themselves “conscientious 

objectors,” and were very 

badly mistreated by the 

military.  A couple of 

Hutterites even died in prison, 

so many moved to Canada.  

Today, there are about 45,000 

Hutterites living in 400 

colonies in the United States 

and Canada.  

  

Hutterites are different from 

the Amish and Mennonites in 

that they live the communal 

lifestyle, but they do own 

modern farming equipment.   

A new colony is formed when 

they get to about 125-150 

people.  During those first few 

years, 350 sermons were 

written and those are the same 

sermons still used today.  It 

takes about seven years to go 

through all 350 sermons.  As 

with all sects, they have a 

works righteousness form of 

religion, and they are accepted 

by God because they dressing 

plainly and do not have any 

individual ownership of 

possessions.  They also 

mailto:emma@accessofwestmichigan.org
mailto:emma@accessofwestmichigan.org
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practice a very powerful form 

of shunning, so the wayward 

will more quickly get their 

thinking straightened out.  

Like many sects, they practice 

a form of conditional love; 

people are loved as long they 

agree with the sects ideas. 

 

Each man has a specific job to 

do, but the women rotate their 

jobs weekly.  Men who drive 

truck are not allowed to drive 

farm equipment.   The 

women’s jobs include caring 

for the twenty to 40 children 

(they have very large 

families), gardening, cooking 

etc.  They don’t have enough 

work for every woman and 

man, so they usually have to 

find some other type of 

“filler” work.  When I visited 

a colony near Platte, SD in 

May, the women were making 

bedroom night stands as their 

“filler” job. 

 

Mary Ann Kirkey really loved 

the Hutterite lifestyle with 

many other children to play 

with and very good food.  

However, she had to leave her 

colony in Canada at age ten 

because her father was being 

very badly mistreated by the 

leader of the colony, who 

happened to be his wife’s 

brother.  His brother-in-law 

wanted his sister to marry a 

more prominent Hutterite, so 

he always had a grudge 

against Mary’s father. 

Leaving the colony was very 

hard because the children 

continued wearing their 

Hutterite clothes, which 

caused a lot of teasing at 

school.   Mary’s father was a 

very good farmer, so 

eventually he bought his own 

farm and became a very 

successful farmer.  Mary 

continued to adjust to life 

outside the colony, but she 

would sometimes visit the 

colony.  Most of the people 

were not friendly towards her 

and her family, so the visits 

became fewer and fewer. 

 

 

 

  

     

 

October Anniversaries and Birthdays 

2  Deb Gabites 

4  Polly Slotsema 

5  Barb Engbers 

7  Marcus Feyen 

8  Alexander DeJong- 

McCarron 

9  David & Kimmi Vu 

Lagerwey (2004) 

10 Andrea Brown, David 

Lagerwey 

11  Dawn Cornell, Don Van 

Stee 

12  Jack Stegink, Eric 

Straatsma 

13  Judy Lew (M) 

14 Allison Hollemans           

15 Pauline Hoolsema, Jerry & 

Jan Van Veen (1977)  

16 Hannah Segaar-King 

18 Dennis & Karen Vander 

Meer (1974) 

24 Edna Venlet 

25 Dan Rietberg 

26 Bruce Engbers 

28 Dave De Windt 

29 Amanda Brown  

31 John Vanden Berg 
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The David’s House 

Ministries 

Walk/Ride-A-Thon 

By Connie Scheurwater 

 

On Saturday, September 14 

Bekki Landman, her uncle and 

aunt, Dick and Sue Landman, 

Connie Scheurwater, Carolyn 

Zwiers and Bert and Jeanne 

Wierenga participated in the 

David’s House Ministries 

Walk/Ride-A-Thon to raise 

funds for David’s House 

which has been Bekki’s home 

for 3 years.  David’s House 

Ministries “provides quality 

care and facilities for the 

developmentally disabled and 

traumatic brain-injured adults” 

(from their website).  Their 

goal is to meet the physical, 

emotional, and spiritual need 

of each person.  Their 

motivation comes from 

Matthew 25:40: “The King 

will reply, I tell you the truth, 

whatever you did for one of 

the least of these brothers of 

mine, you did for me.”  

David’s House opened its first 

Christian adult foster care 

home in June of 1987.  

Currently there are 4 houses.  

They also provide support 

services for persons living at 

the Shalom Springs 

Apartments. 

 

This fundraiser occurs 

annually on the second 

Saturday of September.  The 

breakfast began at 9 am and 

the walk started at 10 am and 

ended at 12 pm.  Kayla 

Corbin, Fundraising Event 

Director, organized this well 

arranged walk/ride-a-thon.  

You can walk, run, or bike.  

The event took place at 

Cornerstone University.  It 

raises a good portion of 

general fund donations needed 

for this year to sustain their 

ministry.  40 residents 

participated.  Bekki has been 

involved in this for 7 years.  

New this year was the Field of 

Honor near the finish of the 

route.  Photos with names on 

sticks of residents and family, 

past residents, and those they 

wished to honor or who are 

dead were displayed.  There 

was a photo of Judy and 

Bekki. 

 

$70,000 - $75,000 was raised.  

Bekki was acknowledged at 

the Celebration Gathering for 

raising a significant amount of 

money.   

 

Bekki is very appreciative and 

thanks all of the people who 

came out and supported her.  

She liked the breakfast and the 

beautiful weather. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   
 

 



12 

 

 



 

13 

 

 

 

 

October 2014 
SUNDAY  MONDAY  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  FRIDAY  SATURDAY  

   1 2 3 4 

   9:30 AM: 
Women’s Bible 

Study 

6:30 PM: Bakers 
7 PM: Council 

 1 PM: Chili Cook-
Off 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

10 AM: World 
Communion – 
Lord’s Supper, 
food offering 
for SECOM, 

faith promise 
offering 

6 PM: Youth 
Group 

7 PM: Cadets 7:30 PM:  Choir 6:45 AM: 
Men’s Bible 

Study 
9:30 AM: 

Women’s Bible 
Study 

6:30 PM: Bakers  5:30 PM: Senior 
Singles Dinner 
7 PM: Pinochle 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

6 PM: song 
service 

6 PM: Youth 
Group 

9 AM: Staff 
Meeting 

7 PM: Cadets 

7:30 PM:  Choir 9:30 AM: 
Women’s Bible 

Study 
7 PM: Adams 
Park Game 

Night 

6:30 PM: Bakers  7 PM: Pinochle 

19 
 

20 21 22 23 24 25 

 7 PM: Cadets 7:30 PM:  Choir 6:45 AM: Men’s 
Bible Study 

9:30 AM: 
Women’s Bible 

Study 

6:30 PM: Bakers 6 PM: 4th Friday 
Food & Fun 

 

26 27 28 29 30 31 
 

 

PM: Combined 
Classis service 

at Seymour 
6 PM: Youth 

Group 

7 PM: Cadets 9 AM: Staff 
Meeting 

7:30 PM:  Choir 

9:30 AM: 
Women’s Bible 

Study 

6:30 PM: Bakers 
6:30 PM: Admin 

6-7 PM: Trunk or 
Treat! 
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Fuller Avenue Christian Reformed Church 

1239 Fuller Avenue, S. E.  

Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506-3248 
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