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Tuesday Family 

Nights 

By Dan Milller 

 

For eight Tuesdays this past 

summer, Fuller Church hosted 

a series of community events 

on the church parking lot that 

featured food and live 

entertainment and a chance to 

get to know their neighbors 

and members of Fuller’s 

congregation. 

 

It began with a bang on June 

17 with Farm on the Go. The 

parsonage yard was full of 

kids—and adults—excitedly 

petting the sheep and bunnies 

and chicks and milking the 

goat. Eden Brown still looks 

to see whether the goats have 

returned when she comes to 

church on Sunday. She hopes 

we have a baby elephant next 

year! 

 

Some evenings we had 

music—a barbershop quartet 

one time and a hymn sing 

another. We also had a juggler 

(ask someone who was there 

about his “chain saw” act) and 

a martial arts group and a local 

drama group—Master Arts 

Theatre. We even had a 

carnival with games and prizes 

and a bouncing play space. 

The last night—August 5—

was National Night Out. An 

emergency vehicle on hand for 

inspection and a familiar 

looking police officer—Ross 

Vanden Berg—was present as 

well to encourage good 

relations between our 

community and the police. 

 

We had different craft 

activities each week. Nicole, 

one of the helpers, says “My 

favorite part of Tuesday night 

was getting to know the little 

girls around the craft table. 

One night, about 5 girls gave 

me a group hug, and told me 

they wanted to kidnap me and 

take me home with them... it 

made my day! I was able to 

form a special bond with two 

girls in particular; I went to 

one of their summer plays at 

the Civic Theater to support 

them.” 

 

Other activities included 

basketball on the parking lot. 

One of our neighbors says: “It 

was my first experience with 

Fuller Family Nights and I 

was very impressed not only 

at the commitment of Fuller 

but the excitement of the 

neighbors who attended.” And 

Mr. Gordy was on hand every 

evening to fix bikes and pass 

out books. 

 

And every evening there was 

food: 250 hotdogs a week for 

8 weeks adds up to 2000 

gourmet dogs lovingly tucked 

into rolls by a crew of tuckers 

& handlers—all using Health 

Department required latex 

gloves—along with catered 

chicken and water melon and 

chips and cookies and 

lemonade. Sno-Cones made to 

order were another popular 

item as indicated by the long 

line in front of the Cadet 

building. Jaheem Brown’s 

favorite snow cone combo is 

red and green. He says: 

“Thank you for being the 

BEST church." 

 

It took a lot of work to bring it 

all together. Sue deserves 

special mention as she worked 

for months scheduling events, 

preparing materials for the 

crafts, and supervising each 

evening’s activities. There 

were lots of Fuller volunteers 

in the kitchen and in the 

serving lines and at the 

carnival game booths. Lots of 

hands were needed to set up 

and take down the tables and 

chairs and basketball stands. 

One volunteer said it was nice 

to see so many volunteers 

doing whatever was needed to 

make the evening a success 

and another said: “The 

fellowship among kitchen 

workers was great while we 

cut watermelon, stirred beans 

and bagged grapes.” 

 

And it wasn’t just Fuller 

members who helped. Girls 

from the neighborhood—some 

of them participants in the 
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Bakers program—were eager 

to help in the kitchen. Lots of 

other neighbors helped with 

the outside set up and take 

down chores. Along the way, 

smiles were exchanged and 

friendships were made. One 

volunteer said that by the end 

of eight weeks, she knew the 

names of each smiling face!  

 

Many neighbors expressed 

gratitude to the church for 

giving them something fun to 

do with their families on the 

long summer evenings. 

Several Adams Park residents 

thanked the church for 

providing transportation to the 

events. 

 

The Neighborhood Outreach 

Committee thanks all of the 

members of Fuller Avenue 

Church who worked tirelessly 

and cheerfully to make these 

Tuesday Family Nights a 

blessing to so many people. In 

the words of one participant: 

“It was so great to see church 

members and neighbors 

working and playing 

together.  God is good!” 

 

 

 

The Challenge of 

Global Outreach 

(GO) Week 

By Jay Van Bruggen 

 

Ready, Set, Go!   When we 

were children we would 

sometimes enjoy the challenge 

of a footrace and "Go!" meant 

I'd do my very best to meet the 

challenge.   In his last words 

on earth Jesus left us with a 

challenge: "go and make 

disciples of all 

nations."  We must do our 

very best to meet the 

challenge that Jesus gave us 

and GO Week is a good time 

for us to think about it. 

 

The challenge to the people 

we send is very real.  When 

Johanna Veenstra, one of the 

first missionaries sent to 

Nigeria by our denomination, 

returned to Nigeria after some 

time in the United States. It 

took her six months to travel 

from Grand Rapids to her 

station in Nigeria.  Today the 

trip takes a long day.   This 

does not mean that the 

challenges are gone.  Perhaps 

missionaries need to learn 

another language.  There can 

be vast cultural differences 

and adjustment may not be 

easy.  If wives are expected to 

walk two paces behind their 

husbands, should a Christian 

family follow the local 

custom?  When December 25 

is exactly like December 24 

does this bring a tear of 

nostalgia to the eye?  Jim 

Zylstra recently wrote about 

the difficulty of his trip from 

Uganda to Tanzania when he 

was transferred to that new 

place.  He said a prayer before 

leaving because a trip of this 

distance it was quite common 

or expected to have a blowout, 

broken wheel, or axle or a 

transmission failure on the 

way. 

  

The Global Outreach Week is 

our annual attempt to remind 

ourselves of this 

challenge.  We have done this 

for at least forty years now, so 

perhaps it has become routine 

and we slide over it without 

thinking about it as much of 

the challenge.  The church, 

too, must face a 

challenge.  Not only must we 

listen to Jesus’ challenge, but 

try to apply it to the present 

world which is increasingly 

global, rapidly changing, and 

interconnected.  That is a 

challenge.  We live on the 

same earth that Jesus lived on, 

but it is a vastly different place 

today.  Strategic changes in 

method must be considered. 

 

No place on earth is more than 

twenty four hours from Grand 

Rapids 

 

 

 

 

 

Global Outreach 

Week – September 

21 and 28 — 

“Neighborhoods to 

Nations” 

By Crys Van Beek 

 

The GO picture wall has 

temporarily disappeared with 

our Facelift in the basement.  

However, our ten 
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missionaries/teachers that 

Fuller supports are not 

forgotten.  Continue to 

remember them in prayer, 

with emails and letters, and 

your financial support with 

Faith Promise gifts. 

 

Looking ahead, watch for:  

 the GO week brochure 

with information and 

prayer requests from  all 

ten missionaries/teachers   
 

 A slide show of photos on 

the 21
st
 and 28

th
 which will 

feature each supported 

team 
 

 Plan to be part of a care 

group lunch with our 

morning guest preacher on 

either Sunday, hosted by 

the GO committee and the 

elder/deacon teams of the 

care groups 
 

 A list of our 10 

missionary/teachers with 

their email addresses 

 

Here’s a brief schedule of 

events: 

September 21  AM and Adult 

Ed -  Sharon and Zach Segaar-

King  - CRWM 
 

        Care Groups  4, 5, 6 

lunch with the Segaar-Kings 
 

        PM –  Gary Bekker –  

World Missions 

 

September 28  AM and Adult 

Ed –  Ron Verwys – 

Leadership Resources 

International 
 

        Faith Promise Pledges 

will be received   
 

      Care Groups 1, 2, 3   

Lunch with the Verwys 
 

        PM – Pastor Nate DeJong   

McCarron 

 

 

 

 

 
Coming Next to the 

Gathering Place 

By John Knight 

 

Watch for an exhibit of art by 

Julie Foster in early 

September. This Grand Rapids 

artist excels in painting bright 

abstract images on paper using 

bold strokes of shellac ink or 

watercolor. Invariably, Julie 

works in a square format, 

probably the hardest format in 

which to compose, and with 

flat brushes lays down shapes 

of color. Fellow artists in her 

open studio group admire how 

the negative spaces, the 

untouched white of the paper, 

counteracts with her painted 

shapes.  

The way Foster works has an 

almost oriental feel. Her 

brushwork may look 

spontaneous but is the result 

of an almost meditative, 

reflective approach. 

Disciplined to the point where 

work that doesn’t meet her 

expectancy gets tossed away, 

the work that survives is 

immediately recognizable 

even without a signature.  

 

After an inaugural exhibit at 

the Lowell Chamber of 

Commerce, we are privileged 

to show Julie Foster’s work at 

Fuller for the sheer joy of 

celebrating colorful images. 

The exhibit will be hung on 

September 9 and remain in our 

gallery until the end of 

October.  

 

Future plans include an “Ode 

to Joy” exhibit and also next 

spring, a collection of artistic 

“selfies,” interpretive self-

portraits that are a far cry from 

digital snapshots.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The deadline for the October 

Fuller Life is Sunday, 

September 21, 2014 
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On July 7th the Fuller Youth Group took a trip down to Kalamazoo for a week-

long mission trip called “Impact Kalamazoo”. We had 5 students from Fuller 

attend, some of them for the second year in a row. Expectations were high and 

hearts were open for what God was going to do in and through us all.  

The mission trip consisted of three parts; service projects, street evangelism, and 

worship. For our service projects we helped out around the city of Kalamazoo, 

doing things such as painting houses, cleaning up alley ways, roofing, building 

handicap ramps and VBS at the gospel mission. One of the favorite parts of the mission trip was 

when we hit the streets with a cooler full of popsicles and water and the readiness to bring the 

love of Christ to anyone we came in contact with.  In the evening we would come back to the 

church for worship, a message and small groups.  

 

I had a couple of the students write about their experiences.  Lydia Phelps writes:  I was very 

happy to be back at Impact Kalamazoo. This time, I scraped 

and painted a house. The scraping seemed to take forever, but 

when we started painting, it went faster. We always had a 

good attitude, because we knew we were helping the lady who 

lived there, and it was helping us grow stronger in Christ. We 

worked very hard, and personally, I could feel God’s presence 

as we were working. 

 

The prayer walks were really cool. We had nice, funny, 

awesome leaders, and got to meet a lot of new people. One of my favorite memories was when I 

talked to a woman whose son had been shot a week earlier, and I asked if I could pray over her. 

She said “yes.” I felt the Holy Spirit there, and it really made me stronger to see that God would 

use me to help people in that way. 

 

The chapel was amazing. Many people talked about their experiences with God. Esto, one of the 

people in the Washington street gang, found God and turned his life around. He became a pastor. 

Then there was a guy named Nate.  He talked about demons, and how God can make us use our 

senses to feel and detect them, and we can help other people who struggle with demons.  The 

music was my favorite part of chapel. If you looked around the room you would see people 

praying over one another, and people singing their hearts out. I could tell that God was in the 

hearts of all the people who participated.   

 

And Jonah Phelps writes: The first thing that comes to 

mind about Impact 2014 is all of the hugs from 

returning friends, and all of the memories from Impact 

2013. Everyone was glad to be back. The next thing I 

really enjoyed was meeting all of the new people who 

participated this year. There were quite a few, so it was 
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nice to see new faces.  My worksite was with Jessie, and my work group had a couple of my 

friends in it – James and Elisha (bad news for Jessie!).  My prayer group was with people I had 

never met before, and it was a little nerve-wracking to start up a conversation, but we eventually 

all became friends.  The worship services were amazing, as usual. We had great musicians, and 

really good speakers who taught us about Jesus in the modern world through our perspectives. 

The services were always very moving, and I felt that I had God touch me personally throughout 

the week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
If you can read this message, you are more fortunate 

than the 775 million people in the world who cannot read at all. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The following article is from the May 8, 1995 issue of The Banner--used by permission.  I came 

upon the article as Marilyn Braman was giving this issue of the Banner to Ruth Ter Haar and 

thought you would be interested to read it or read it again after many years.  I contacted  Jena 

Vander Ploeg, features editor at the time this Banner article was published, asking her for some 

information to preface the article and this is what she wrote back to me,” As best as I can recall, 

we planned that special issue for the 50th anniversary of WW II.  We would have published an 

announcement inviting article submissions for it between six and twelve months before that 

date”.  I also asked Ruth for information to preface the article and this is what she wrote, “In 

1995 in anticipation of the 50th anniversary of the end of World War II, The Banner, solicited 

accounts of true stories from its readership of that terrible war and its aftermath and selected a 

few to publish from the many that were submitted. While I did not choose the title for this article, 

it is the amazing story of Case ( Kees in Dutch ) and his family's survival in the bleakest of 

circumstances and a testimony of the love and hope that their Christian faith brought them.  

 
Casey's father joined the Royal Dutch Army in the pre-war years of depression and un- 

employment in the Netherlands.  He was sent to Indonesia which was a "colony" of the  

Netherlands at that time. War with Japan was imminent; everyone who possibly could  

escaped from the islands of Indonesia. Unable to flee, the TerHaar family was among the many 

who waited anxiously, filled with dread, as the Japanese warships sailed into the harbors. Casey's 

father was taken to a prisoner-of-war camp. Casey at six months of age and his two year old 

sister, along with his mother were placed in a concentration camp where they lived for four 

years”. 
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Find the names of the people of this church, up, down, across and 
diagonal.  The answers are on page 11. 
 

Y A E C Y O J A Y N E C I L A 

O N L U A P O L L Y R N E H N 

J A N S Z M A R C I D O T O I 

E T W S A L G U O D O N I L T 

C E A T L A N D R E A J L L A 

O D D E B O Y R A M O L L E P 

D E K K E R T O A A K I M M I 

Y R R O R B O S N Y B L A A L 

G E E O S R M W E S O R N N S 

A G Y Y E F R A N M I N E S O 

B O K N M T E R H A A R U T H 

F R E D A D S P E Y E R O N E 

J O S H J O E L L M A E Y I S 

 
James 
Ann 
Kooy 
Freda 
Joel 
Fran 
Tina 
Kreykes 
Roger 
Ron 
Alice 
Bill 
Pat 
Rose 
Ed 
Henry 
Dawn 
Jansz 
Polly 
Nate 
Dot 

Paul 
Cody 
Josh 
Jayne 
Joyce 
Marci 
Idema 
Cora 
Douglas 
Mary 
Albers 
Brown 
Dekker 
Stek 
Deb 
Slotsema 
Samantha 
Don 
Ray 
Andrea 
Tillman 

Tom 
Orene 
Hollemans 
Lehnen 
Joan 
Kimmi 
Maria 
Ter Haar 
Russ 
Ruth 
Ker 
Speyer 
Mae Yi 
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Member in Focus -

Pauline Hoolsema 

By Connie Scheurwater 

 

Pauline Hoolsema has been a 

member of Fuller Avenue 

Church for over fifty years.  

Through the years, she and her 

husband Don contributed 

much to the life of the church.  

Although Don passed away 

from cancer of the immune 

system in 2003, Pauline 

continues to attend Sunday 

worship services regularly, 

even though she drives several 

miles each way.  She very 

much appreciates the 

fellowship of Fuller Avenue 

Church. 

 

Pauline Keizer grew up in 

Grand Rapids on Grandville 

Ave SW.  Later her family 

moved to Bemis Street.  She 

and her family were members 

of Franklin Street Christian 

Reformed Church.  She met 

Don Hoolsema, who also lived 

on Bemis Street, at Grand 

Rapids Christian High School.  

They began dating when she 

was age sixteen.  Following 

high school, she worked for a 

time in the office of Michigan 

Bell Telephone Company.  

She also worked briefly at a 

laundromat and at Russ’ 

Restaurant with Fuller Avenue 

Church member Alice 

Calsbeek. 

 

After Pauline and Don were 

married, they became 

members of Sherman Street 

Church.  Later they moved to 

Noble Street, and joined Fuller 

Avenue Church at the time 

when Rev. Vander Hoven was 

pastor.  Pauline became 

friends with Thelma Vander 

Hoven, and sometimes played 

volleyball with her.  Don and 

Pauline raised a family of four 

children, Bob, Donna, David, 

and Tom.  Their children 

attended Oakdale Christian 

School and Grand Rapids 

Christian High School.  

Pauline was a busy mother, 

serving often as room mother 

and helping with hot dog sales 

and other fundraisers.  Don 

worked for 20 years as 

manager of Associated Truck 

Lines Credit Union. 

 

Pauline and Don were very 

active at Fuller Avenue 

Church.  Don served as 

deacon.  Pauline taught 

Sunday School, was a member 

of the evening Ladies 

Fellowship and the morning 

Women’s Bible Study.  She 

helped with Calvinettes, 

Fourth Friday Community 

Dinners, and Bakers.  

Together with Don, she served 

on the Visiting Team and 

delivered Meals at Home.  She 

helped with the burrito sales 

for the benefit of Zuni 

Christian Mission School.  

 

Through the years, Don and 

Pauline did a great deal of 

traveling.  They traveled to 

Germany, Switzerland, The 

Netherlands, and Austria on a 

tour with Dave and Lois 

Hollemans.  They traveled 

throughout the United States 

from east to west, including 

Alaska and Hawaii. 

 

At the present time Pauline 

continues to live in her condo 

in Byron Center, where she 

has lived for 27 years.  Her 

son, Bob, and his wife Mary, 

former members of Fuller 

Avenue Church, now live in 

Missoula, Montana, where 

Bob, a physician, practices 

medicine in two hospitals.  

Her other three children live in 

Grand Rapids and nearby 

communities.  She has nine 

grandchildren and five great-

grandchildren.   

 

Pauline enjoys a variety of 

activities.  She enjoys the 

company of many friends.  

She enjoys reading books.  

She continues to faithfully 

attend the morning Women’s 

Bible Study at Fuller Avenue 

Church.  She enjoys watching 

sports on TV, especially 

Detroit Tiger games.  For a 

number of years she has taken 

bus tours to Detroit Tiger 

games with other Fuller 

Avenue Church members. 

 

We thank God for the many 

gifts he has given Pauline that 

she has been able to use in 

service to her family, church, 

and community.  We pray for 

continued blessings in her life. 
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Here is the answer to the puzzle. 
 

 

August Anniversaries and Birthdays    

2          Carole Korfker   

5          Becky Van Wyk, Vern & Ann Laninga           
(1959), Daryl & Jan Vriesenga (1970)  

6          Malachi Brown, Gerry Rozeboom 

7          John Straatsma 

8          Don Kreykes 

9          Tom Ippel 

10         Cora Boelema, Cody Powers  

11         Jeremy Pool 

13         Becca Markiewicz 

15         Roselynn Van Dam 

19         Bertha Johnson  

20         Betty Jonker, Anette Steenwyk 

22         Gayle Knight, Rose Vande Riet 

24         Isaiah Segaar-King, Vivian Segaar-
King 

25         Ken Bratt, Pam Slotsema 

26         Lois Hollemans, Bill Kooy  

27         Nehemiah Brown, Dan Kooy  

28         Jerry Hamilton, Kimmi Vu Lagerwey 

30         Kaitlyn De Windt, Steve & Sue 
Hollemans (1977) 
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BE CREATIVE – MAKE A PRAISE MOBILE 
 
Write some praise phrases such as: Praise you God 
you know all about me! Praise you God for loving me! 
or You are a wonderful God! on four 2” X 4” cards. 
 
Make a 12” cardboard hoop with 4 evenly spaced small 
holes and decorate it. 
 
Cut 4 pieces of yarn into varying lengths. 
 
Attach one end of the yarn to the praise phrase card 
using tape.  Then attach the other end of the yarn to 
the hoop using tape. 
 
Next, make a large knot in one end of the 12” pieces of 
yarn.  Then pull each piece of yarn upward through one 
of the holes.  Bring the ends together to a central point 
and tie them, making a hanging loop. 
 
Hang your hoop in a spot where you can see it easily.  
The hoop can be a reminder to you every day. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Things you’ll need: 
 

 12” hoop of heavy cardboard with 
four evenly spaced small holes 

 

 Four 12” pieces of colorful yarn 
 

 Four pieces of yarn in varying 
lengths. 
 

 Scissors 
 

 Tape 
 

 Four 2” X 4” cards. 
 

 Crayons or markers. 
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September 2014 

SUNDAY  MONDAY  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  FRIDAY  SATURDAY  

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

    7 pm: Council   

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

10 am: Food 
Offering for 
Adams Park 

11 AM: Farm on 
the Go & Potluck 

6 pm: Youth 
Group 

 

 7:30 pm: choir 6:45 am: Men’s 
Bible Study 

  Ordination 
Service of Matt 
Postma 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

10 am: Lord’s 
Supper 

Visitation 
Committee Kick-
Off 

6 pm: Youth 
Group 

     Pinochle Night 
@ Church 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

Global Outreach 
Week 

6 pm: Youth 
Group 

 7:30 pm: choir 6:45 am: Men’s 
Bible Study 

6:30 pm: Admin 6 pm: 4th Friday 
Food & Fun 

 

28 29 30     

Global Outreach 
Week 

 7:30 pm: choir     
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