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Technology 

Committee 

By Pam Slotsema 

 

In June, the new Technology 

Committee was formed, 

consisting of Jack Posthumus, 

Thomas Jonker, Dave 

DeWindt, John Chapin and 

Pastor Nate.  Soon after, Pam 

Slotsema was hired as the part 

time Social Media and Web 

Assistant.  Pam has already 

been busy adding tons of fresh 

content to Fuller's Facebook 

Page, most of the photo credit 

goes to Fuller Project 

Neighborhood House mentor, 

Matt Postma, who has been 

taking fantastic pictures of the 

goings on at Fuller.  If you 

haven't "liked" our Facebook 

page yet, check it out here 

facebook.com/FullerAveChur

ch. 

 

In addition to increasing 

Fuller's presence on Facebook 

and other social media, there 

are also plans to update 

Fuller's website in order to 

better attract people locally 

looking for a church to attend 

and also for Fuller's members 

to stay better informed on all 

the wonderful things Fuller 

does in the city and beyond.  

These changes will begin by 

January 2015 or maybe 

sooner!  

 

Please join Fuller's social 

media presence by "liking" the 

Facebook page and visiting 

the website to stay informed.  

If you have any questions or 

comments and especially if 

you have any photos or bits of 

news to share please email 

them to 

pamslotsema@fullercrc.org. 

Social Media is one of the best 

ways to reach young (and 

sometimes older) people these 

days - both within the church 

and outside the church, and 

we're excited to be taking 

better advantage of this 

opportunity. 

 

 

 

Where is China? 

By Jay Van Bruggen 

 

Some of the older members of 

our church may be able to 

remember fifth grade 

geography where they learned 

that China was on the other 

side of the world.  Fifth grade 

“Confucius say…” jokes were 

well known.  These students 

knew that China was far away, 

probably irrelevant and could 

quickly be forgotten.   

 

Today China is more well-

known and not considered the 

other side of the world.  The 

size of the economy of the 

nation is second only to the 

United States.  It has students 

in many colleges and 

universities in the United 

States and there are Chinese 

involved in many United 

States businesses.  Some 

Grand Rapids businesses have 

employees in China.  China is 

very close; Beijing is twelve 

hours away from Detroit.  

How close is China?  Probably 

no farther than Walmart or 

any other retail store  What 

goes on in Beijing may have 

more impact on our lives than 

what goes on in Lansing.   

 

Baldwin DeKorne, a longtime 

member of Fuller Avenue 

Church, grew up in China and 

had a lifelong interest in that 

nation.  When he and his wife 

Thelma died, they left a legacy 

to our church and designated a 

portion for mission work in 

China.  This year part of that 

money has gone to support a 

conference between Chinese 

and American scholars in the 

field of Religion.  They met 

together in California recently 

and developed understanding 

of the problems of Christianity 

in both countries.  The 

Chinese American Academic 

Consortium on Christianity 

meets regularly and keeps key 

http://facebook.com/FullerAveChurch
http://facebook.com/FullerAveChurch
mailto:pamslotsema@fullercrc.org
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people in both churches aware 

of the situation in both 

countries.  It has had an 

amazing impact in the past 

and hopefully will continue 

 

No place on earth is more than 

twenty four hours away from 

Grand Rapids. 

  

 

 

 

Graduates 

 

Kaitlyn De Windt 

I am planning to attend Calvin 

College in the fall and living 

there in the dorms.  My 

roommate is a friend from 

high school, who I got to 

know during my Winterim trip 

to California where we were 

roommates.  I plan to study 

Speech Pathology and 

Audiology. Calvin recently 

added a five-year master’s 

program. I would love to be a 

part of that; however, it is very 

challenging to get into. I’m 

hoping to use this degree to 

become a Speech  Therapist at 

an elementary school so I can 

work with children. I can’t 

wait to begin this new chapter 

in my life at Calvin, and see 

what God has in store for me. 

 

 

Alex Powers 

Alex is leaving for Maine to 

do an internship at a state  

park and work on a blueberry 

farm.  He plans to return home 

later this fall and start at 

GRCC for the winter term. 

 

 

 

 

 
Remembering Jim 

Clausing 

By Cory Clausing (tearfully 

spoken at his dad’s memorial 

service) 

 

Faithfulness is a word that 

describes the character of my 

Dad and his life.  Everyone in 

his life has experienced a 

blessing from his faithfulness.  

Each of us has a different 

story regarding these 

experiences. 

 

I want to share moments in my 

story where I saw great 

character.  The things he 

wants his grandkids to live 

out.  

 

First and foremost, he was 

faithful to God and 

acknowledged Jesus as his 

Lord and Savior!   I saw this 

reflected in his battle with 

cancer – in his statement of 

Faith    “I WIN EITHER 

WAY”  

 

Second, because of that 

faithfulness he was faithful to 

my Mom for 52 years and all I 

can say is, “thank you MOM 

and DAD for modeling that.” 

 

Third, the faithfulness to his 

family, which includes all of 

you; Fuller Ave. Family- you 

reciprocated that faithfulness 

back to him and us.  My Dad 

has been part of Fuller his 

whole life. This is where his 

giving spirit grew.  What a 

great group of people who 

love to give.  Being part of the 

Body of Christ was and is vital 

 

Fourth, My Dad was faithful 

to the people he served.  50 

years with Lincoln Financial 

Group is symbolic of his love 

for those he helped. 

 

Fifth, are the faithful 

friendships he had over the 

years.  He was a model friend 

and had model friends.  He 

had the 2am friends that we all 

long for, the friends to whom 

he could call at any hour and 

they would be there.  You 

know who you are and our 

family thanks you! 

 

These are the 5 things worth 

remembering 

Faithfulness to God 

Faithfulness to his wife 

Faithfulness to his family 

Faithfulness to those he served 

Faithful Friend 

 

Dad thank you for being a 

critical part of my story and 

the stories of many others, you 

will be missed. 
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August Birthdays and Anniversaries 
        1      Mary Vanden Berg, Jeanne Wierenga, Rog & Dawn Cornell (1972) 
 

        3      Michelle Vanden Berg 
       
           4      Richard Rietberg 
       
           5      Jackie Folgers 
 

        6      Jack & Laurie Posthumus (1977)  
 

        8      Coral Kreykes 
 

        9      Samantha DeJong McCarron, Bill & Gert De Boer (1950) 
 

       10     Dick & Marge Bishop (1955), Dan & Kate Miller (1974) 
 

       11     Freda Rufli, Ray & Ann Kapteyn (1990) (M) 
 

       13     Dale Rietberg, Liz Rozeboom  
 

       14      Dan & Laurie Holwerda (1959) 
 

       15      Bert & Jeanne Wierenga (1957) 
 

       20      Deb Vander Weide 
 

       21      Paul & Pam Slotsema (2004) 
 

       23      Nay Htoo, Seh Mer Htoo 
 

       24      Lyle & Marci Phelps (1991) 
 

       25      Henry & Emma Hunderman (1949) 
 

       26      Bill & Sherrie Kooy (1977) 
 

       28      John & Marlene Natelborg (1959), Michael & Elyse Jonker (2010) 
  
       29      Penny Schering (M)  
 

       30      Paul Braman, John & Gayle Knight (1957) 
 

       31      Joel Van Veen 

 

 

 

 

The deadline for the September Fuller Life is Sunday, August 24, 2014 
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August 2014 
SUNDAY  MONDAY  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  FRIDAY  SATURDAY  

     1 2 

       

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10 AM: Food 
Offering – 
God’s Love 
Collaborative 

5 PM: 
Combined 
Service @ 
Calvin CRC 

 6 PM: Tuesday 
Family Night – 
National Nite 
Out 

 7 PM: Council   

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

10 AM: 
Communion 

      

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

     6 PM: 4th Friday 
Food & Fun 

8 AM-12 PM: 
Dumpster Day 

24 
 

25 26 27 28 29 30 

10 AM: Church 
Year Kick-Off 

   StreetFest 
 

6:30 PM: Admin 
Committee 

  

31       

5:30 PM 
Combined 
service @ 
Plymouth 
Heights 
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