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May Council 

Meeting Report 
By Barb Straatsma, Clerk 

 

Lyle opened the meeting with 

prayer.  Jim Krosschell, our 

Personnel Consultant, came to 

our meeting specifically to ask 

the elders and deacons to fill 

out one or two sermon/service 

evaluations.  The form is 

similar to the one used at 

Calvin Seminary.  Preaching 

and leading worship services 

are the central tasks for the 

lead pastor so monthly 

sermon/service evaluations are 

conducted.  The completed 

forms are returned to Jim and 

then shared with Pastor Nate. 

 

The Finance Committee met 

on April 15.  This committee 

always meets in April.  Cash 

receipts for the first quarter of 

2014 is 75.82% of budget so 

no adjustment to the budget is 

needed at this time.  Terry 

reviewed the funding sources 

for the lower level remodel 

with the committee, as 

approved at the congregational 

meeting. 

 

The Worship Committee met 

on April 19.  They received 

positive feedback on the 

morning Lent series and the 

evening Belgic Confessions 

series.  Children at 

communion was discussed.  

Dave De Windt and Pastor 

Nate visited all the church 

school classes to educate the 

children and young people 

about communion and what it 

means to participate in 

communion.  The elders invite 

parents and guardians who 

judge that their children have 

an age and ability appropriate 

faith in Jesus Christ to talk to 

their care group elder and/or 

youth elder (Dave De Windt) 

about their child participating 

in the Lord’s Supper.  Gluten-

free bread is being used at 

communion services on a trial 

basis.  Their reasons for doing 

this is to improve simplicity of 

preparation and distribution, 

avoid contamination which 

could occur if gluten-free and 

regular bread are used together 

and to express unity in the 

sacrament for all.  The elders 

have given them permission to 

continue using gluten-free 

bread at future services. 

 

The Neighborhood Outreach 

Committee met on April 29.  

The lineup for our Tuesday 

Family Nights is complete 

(see accompanying article).  

Donna Meyer reported on 

Kids Hope USA.  She will 

encourage mentors to keep in 

touch with their students this 

summer.  The mentors will 

prepare baskets of treats as a 

year-end gift for the Campus 

School teachers.  Donna 

praised Principal Colton.  All 

the raised beds in the parking 

lot are reserved and there is a 

waiting list. 

 

In the April Ministry Report 

we read that Pastor Nate has 

visited with a number of our 

members.  He attended a 

variety of meetings and met 

with Matt Postma in regard to 

his work as interim chaplain at 

Calvin College.  He is starting 

a new series on defining the 

characteristics of a community 

which will run from May 18 – 

June 29.  He, Sue and Marci 

continue to form a strategy to 

connect and follow-up on our 

guests at our worship services.  

Currently he has been 

emailing each guest and 

inviting them back for the  
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following week worship 

service and includes a brief 

survey to find out what was 

most meaningful to them.  

Volunteers deliver gift bags to 

their homes.  The process will 

be tweaked as necessary. 

 

Pastor Morris continues his 

pastoral care.  He attends  

meetings and is a member as 

well as Pastor Nate of the 

group looking into our 

evening services. 

 

Our youth group begins to 

wrap it up for the year as 

summer approaches.  They 

lead the May 4 morning 

worship service. 

 

The Cadets last meeting was 

on April 21.  Matt and Jana 

Postma and the Fuller Project 

Neighborhood House students 

plan to reflect on their year in 

the house.  50 people attended 

the Social Fellowship Movie 

Night, Frozen.  FAST Friends 

keep busy with many social 

engagements – attending 

Leaving Iowa and listening to 

an Accordion Ensemble 

performance. 

On May 4, the congregation 

has the privilege to vote on a 

slate of Elders and Deacons 

and extending a call to Matt 

Postma for a 1-year interim 

term as chaplain at Calvin 

College for their 2014-2015 

school year.  The church 

would provide oversight.  He 

will retain his mentorship at 

the Fuller Project 

Neighborhood House next 

year.  We also vote to hire a 

part-time staff person to 

handle our church social 

media and website and vote on 

a van purchase.  These are 

great opportunities that help us 

embrace and enhance our 

ministries. 

 

Classis Grand Rapids East 

meets at Neland Avenue CRC 

on May 15 from 4-9 pm.  Pray 

for the delegates as we 

fellowship, listen to reports, 

discuss, make 

recommendations, consider 

overtures, and vote. 

 

Steve Hollemans closed the 

meeting in prayer and care 

group elders and deacons met 

to discuss their care groups. 

 

April receipts - $25,158.27 

YTD - $109,188.79 

Budgeted - $147,107.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Someone Else’s 

Treasure 

By John Knight 

 

For six or seven years, Fuller’s 

congregation has faithfully 

dropped off Bibles and 

Christian literature for 

missions without knowing 

exactly where they might be 

going. Gayle and I first got 

involved collecting Christian 

literature because of a need in 

Eastern Europe we learned 

about through a sister-in-law, 

Elena Mans, who came from 

Russia a couple of decades 

ago. As an evangelical 

Christian with Mennonite 

roots, she is committed to 

provide small groups of Bible 

students and lay leaders with 

Christian literature. She does 

this through Christian Salvage 

Mission in Burlington, 

Canada. Sometime in June, we 

expect to bring her six boxes 

together with the postage 

stamps you have collected.  

 

In countries where English 

increasingly serves as second 

language to Bible students and 

church leaders, your donations 

indeed become precious gifts. 

  

We recently learned from 

Elena and her husband Harry 

that in one small community, a 

pastor visits a parishioner’s 

home once a week to write his 

sermon because the church 

member won’t allow his 

precious Bible to leave his 

house.  

 

Fuller members have donated 

Bibles, study guides, 
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commentaries, devotional 

material and hymn books. At 

garage sales we often walk 

away with Christian literature 

when we explain the need of 

folks who are hungry to know 

more about Jesus and to 

Christ-like lives. 

  

Where do your used postage 

stamps come in? They are 

trimmed and sorted each 

Monday by a group of 

volunteers, then sold to a 

stamp dealer. Stamp collecting 

is still a prevalent hobby in 

many parts of the world. In 

one 15-month period the sale 

of stamps brought in $ 2,300, 

almost enough to ship a 

container of books to other 

continents which can cost over 

$ 3,000 to get to a final 

destination in Africa and parts 

of Asia. When containers 

arrive, distributors must 

determine which Bible 

schools, clergy and lay leaders 

need it most desperately. 

 

With an abundance of 

Christian literature and 

collections of Bibles in 

different versions on our 

bookshelves here, please take 

another look to see what you 

are willing to part with and 

share with new Christians 

elsewhere.  

 

Thanks for your continued 

gifts to a worthy cause.  

  
P.S. One more request. There 

is no value to postage stamps 

with less than a quarter inch 

border. Those get thrown 

away. So please, if you donate 

stamps, leave enough paper 

around them and allow the 

folks at Christian Salvage 

Mission to do the trimming for 

you.    

 

 

 

 
 

Tuesday Family 

Nights 

 

Once again our church is 

hosting a family night for the 

church and community.  It 

takes place on eight 

consecutive Tuesday evenings 

from 6-8 pm starting June 17 

and ending on August 5.  Each 

evening will feature 

entertainment, crafts, 

basketball, a free hot dog 

supper and sno-cones.  This is 

the highlight of the summer 

for many of our neighbors.  

Come join the fun, meet our 

neighbors and volunteer to 

help or supply food - baked 

beans, watermelon, or grapes.  

We are in need of a kitchen 

crew, servers, grillers, craft 

assistance people, and a clean-

up crew.  We especially need 

more volunteers on July 22 for 

the Big Top on the Blacktop 

evening.  Last year we were a 

little short of volunteers to 

help with the games.  The 

summer fun begins on June 

17!  We look forward to 

seeing you there!  Look for a 

sign-up sheet in June.  If you 

have any question, please 

contact Sue Hollemans. 

 

June 17 - Critter Barn 

Chicks, bunnies, goats, 

ducks, and more! 

June 24 - Master Arts 

Theater 

Interactive Children’s 

Theater 

July 1 - Hymn sing 

July 8 – Shades of Grey 

Barbershop Quartet 

July 15 - Crusader 

Martial Arts 

July 22 - Big Top on the  

Blacktop 

July 29 – Ben 

Christensen 

Juggler 

August 5 – National Nite 

Out 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There will be no July 
issue of the Fuller Life.  
The deadline for the August 
issue is Sunday, July 20, 
2014 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 
 

Hunger Walk – May 

4, 2014 

By Crys Van Beek for the 

Fuller deacons 

 

The 37th Annual 5k Hunger 

Walk brought over 750 

walkers of all ages including 

walkers with strollers and 

dogs on leashes and 100 

volunteers to the area on May  

 

 

 

 

 

4 to help raise funds and 

awareness for hunger-fighting 

organizations. 

 

The Walk started at Park 

Church (10 E Park Place NE) 

and wound through Heritage 

Hill, down Wealthy Street, 

through the East Hills 

Neighborhood and along 

Cherry Street before returning 

downtown.  This was the first 

year the Walk was on a 

Sunday afternoon.  Fuller 

walkers carpooled from Fuller 

to Park Church and enjoyed 

the walk in 55 degrees, 

sunshine and a spring breeze.   

 

 

 

 

An interesting fact about the 

previous 36 years of Hunger 

Walks is that it has raised 

more than $5.5 million dollars  

with the help of tens of 

thousands of walkers.  These  

funds have been distributed 

for food pantry assistance,  

emergency meals, urban 

gardening & farmers’ market 

initiatives for low income 

people, assistance for seniors 

and international development 

programs. 

 

You can find pictures of the 

walk on the Access Facebook 

page. 
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PROJECT NEIGHBORHOOD 

Fuller House Update 
 

Hello, Fuller Ave CRC! My name is Matt Postma, and I’m one of the mentors (along with my wife, Jana) 

in the Project Neighborhood house.  It’s my privilege to keep you up to date one what’s happening in the 

house next door! 

 

The school year is coming to a close, and so is our time with these housemates.  We have been wonderfully 

blessed this year with Ellie, Anthony, Tanice, Neil, and Karlene - and we hope you have been blessed in 

some way by these students as well.  In the waning moments of the school year, we got to take in a sunset 

together and talk about our favorite memories. Some people might call that 

nostalgic and sappy - and perhaps they wouldn’t be wrong.  But there is something 
important in those rememberings too - a calling back to memory the ways in which 

we have been blessed by God through the community around us.  Calling back to 

memory the ways we have been encouraged by each other; thankful for the times 

when we were held up in prayer; recalling the prayer requests and how God has 

answered prayer.  In these sappy moments, it’s clear that God has been blessing us 

all year.  And we truly have been blessed - this house and the community of Fuller 

CRC among them.  So once again, thank you! 

 

Taking in the 

sunset overlooking 

Grand Rapids. It 

was nice to recount 

our blessings in the 

nice, Spring 

weather. 



  

All but one student are looking for jobs after 

graduation.  Karlene is looking for work in intentional 

community or social work; Neil is hoping to find work 

in environmental preservation; Ellie will be seeking 

job opportunities in international development or 

organizations of social justice ; Tanice is looking for 

work to combine her love for literature and art; and 

Anthony will be going off to graduate school as a 

doctoral candidate in Mathematics at the University of 

Oregon.  Please keep these students in your prayers as 

they hunt for jobs in a rather bleak market.  And, if 

you have a job for them in one of their related fields 

(or have connections…), contact me and I will make 

sure the information gets to the right person!  You can 

get my contact info from the office at the church. 

 

Next year - Jana and I will be returning as mentors for 

the Fuller House, and we are very excited!  And, the 

students for next year have been selected!  Next year, 

we will once again have five Calvin College students - 

three women and two men living in the house.  Their 

names are Katy, Julie, Rachael, Seth, and Sangwoo. 

Trust me, there will be more information about them 

soon, but please pray that God prepares their hearts as 

they get excited for living and serving in this beautiful 

neighborhood.  We covet your prayers through the 

summer for all the students involved in Project 

Neighborhood - the outgoing students as well as the incoming students.  God is 

doing great things through these young people! 

 

On behalf of the Fuller House  —Matt 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Jana and I are 

excited to come 

back as mentors 

next year! 

“We are going to 

miss this place…” 

-OUTGOING STUDENTS 
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JUNE 
 

1          Paulette Fischer  
            Jean Sluiter 
2          Kami Posthumus 

4          Caryl Vande Voort 
5          Lyle Phelps  
8          Cathy Winterhalter          
9          Marie Albers  

      Laurie Holwerda 

11        George Jasperse  
      Philip Lucasse  
      Steve Powers 

12         Philip & Carolyn Lucasse (1953) 
      Harry Lew (M) 
13  Manuel Lara, Joel & Wendy Veldheer 
      (1975) 

14         Paul & Marilyn Braman (1975)  
      Jack & Mary Vanden Berg (1975)  

15        Doug & Jeri Hoek (1974)  
     Casey & Ruth Ter Haar (1967) 

16        Grace Pool, Bert Wierenga  
     Dave & Miki De Windt (1990)  
     Don & Coral Kreykes (1955) 

17       Thomas Miller  
     Ken & Laurel Bratt (1970) 

18       Marian Vanden Berg 

19       Alex Powers 

20       Tina Belbot  
     Bruce & Barb Engbers (1975) 

21       Grace & Jeremy Pool 
22       George & Nancy Jasperse (1965)  

     Thomas & Betty Jonker (1974) 
23       John & Barb Straatsma (1973) 
24       Jan Vriesenga  
25       Henry & Dorothy Schierbeek (1954) 
26       Carolyn Zwiers & Ray Kapteyn (M) 
29        Jim & Mary Speyer (1973) 

JULY 
             
1          Paul Slotsema  
            Jenny Van Veen 

2          Terry Idema  
      Ross Vanden Berg 

4          Marge Bishop 

5          Mitogo Opira  
      Esther Segaar-King, Ed Stuursma 

6          Harry & Judy Lew (M) 
8          Betty Lotterman  
9          Carolyn Lucasse 

10        Dave Hollemans 

11        Adam Lagerwey 

12        Vern Laninga, Elisha Mitogo 

13        Eden Brown 

15        Mimi Speyer 
16        Kathy Gritter, Tara Posthumus 

17        Jessie  Pressley  
            Fuller Avenue CRC (1925) 
18        Tony Brown        
19        Jason Van Veen 

20        Larry Segaar 
22        Jen & Tony Cook (2006) 
24        Talena Pessink 

25        Christy Segaar 
29        Paul & Crys Van Beek (1976) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 
Member in Focus 

– Nadine Stek 

By Connie Scheurwater 

 

Nadine De Bruin was born 

in Oskaloosa, Iowa, the 

eighth child in a family of 

ten children.  She lived on 

a farm and attended a one 

room country school, 

where she had the same 

teacher for most of her 

first eight grades of 

schooling.  This teacher 

was responsible for 

teaching 25 students at all 

grade levels.  Nadine 

recalls the pleasant 

experience of walking to 

school with her brothers 

and sisters through woods 

and fields. She and her 

family were members of 

the Oskaloosa Christian 

Reformed Church, the 

only CRC church in 

Oskaloosa at that time.  

After grade 8, she 

attended the public high 

school in the town of 

Oskaloosa. 

 

A young boy, a few years 

older than she, attended 

the same school and 

church that Nadine 

attended.  His name was 

John Stek.  As time went 

on, they formed a 

friendship that eventually 

turned into a more 

significant relationship!  

John was headed for 

Calvin College and Calvin 

Theological Seminary.      

 

Following high school, 

Nadine worked for a short 

time in a bank in 

Oskaloosa. Eventually she 

enrolled in Calvin College 

in the two-year teaching 

program.  These were the 

years of World War II, 

and there was an acute 

teacher shortage in the 

country.  After two years 

of college, she accepted a 

teaching position in the 

Christian school in 

Muskegon, Michigan, 

where she taught for one 

year. 

 

Following her year of 

teaching in Muskegon, 

Nadine and John were 

married.  Their first home 

was in a trailer court in 

Grand Rapids.  John was a 

student at Calvin 

Seminary and Nadine 

taught in the Christian 

School in Cutlerville.  

John Stek completed his 

seminary studies and 

entered the ministry of the 

Christian Reformed 

Church.  He and Nadine 

served the Christian 

Reformed Church in 

Raymond, Minnesota for a 

number of years.  They 

raised a family of one 

daughter and three sons: 

Ruth, David, Stan, and 

Doug.   

 

In 1961, John received an 

appointment to serve as 

professor of Old 

Testament studies at 

Calvin Theological 

Seminary.  He served in 

this capacity for the next 

30 years.  The family first 

rented a home in the 

Godwin Heights area of 

Grand Rapids, and later 

bought a home on 

Benjamin Avenue.  

Nadine recalls that their 

family was blessed when 

the Lord directed them to 

become members of Fuller 

Avenue Church, just three 

blocks away.  They did 

not check out the pastor or 

the people!  They assumed 

that the pastor and church 

members were fine 

dedicated Christians.  And 

they were right. 

 

The family was able to 

walk to church, which was 

a good thing because John 

often had to preach in 

other churches on Sunday, 

and Nadine attended with 

the children. She recalls 

the first worship service 

she attended at Fuller, 

which was a Sunday when 

John was preaching 

elsewhere.  She was met 

at the door by an elder 

who informed her that it 

was communion Sunday  



 

 

 

and she would have to 

meet in the council room 

with the pastor and elder 

before she could receive 

permission to participate 

in communion.  At that 

time Rev. William Vander 

Hoven was the pastor. 

 

The Stek children were 

able to walk to Cadets and 

other church activities, as 

well as to Oakdale 

Christian School from 

their home.  Having met 

some of the school 

children at Fuller made 

walking into a school full 

of strangers a little easier. 

 

Nadine and John became 

very active in their new 

church.  Nadine was a 

member of the Ladies’ 

Fellowship evening Bible 

study group for many 

years, where she served 

one term as president.  

She was a member of the 

Visitation team, visiting 

elderly members of the 

church.  She served one 

term as deacon.  She 

drove for the FISH 

program and for Meals at 

Home.  John also served 

on the church council, and 

occasionally preached at 

Fuller Avenue Church.  

He wrote a number of 

books and articles. 

 

After her children were 

grown, Nadine returned to 

teaching for a time.  John 

became involved as 

chairman of the 

Committee on Bible 

Translation for the New 

International Version of 

the Bible.  This involved 

traveling to many different 

locations for yearly 

committee meetings.  

Nadine often accompanied 

John when he traveled to 

these meetings, where 

they were able to do some 

sightseeing along with 

John’s translation work.  

Some of the interesting 

places to which they 

traveled were Germany, 

Spain, Scotland, Austria, 

England, Vancouver, and 

Colorado.  Nadine is 

grateful to God for 

providing the opportunity 

to travel so extensively. 

 

In 2003 Nadine and John 

moved to a condo at 

Holland Home/Breton 

Woods.  There they 

became involved in the 

many activities offered for 

residents at the Holland 

Home/Breton campus.  

John’s health gradually 

declined and he passed 

away in June 2009.  

Nadine’s daughter Ruth, 

who lived in Florida, 

passed away in June 2012. 

 

Nadine continues to live 

in her condo and keeps 

busy with a variety of 

activities.  She enjoys 

visiting with her three 

sons, who live and work 

nearby, and their families.  

She often entertains her 

numerous grandchildren 

and great-grandchildren.  

She enjoys visiting with 

long-time friends and 

neighbors at Breton 

Woods.  In season, she 

takes care of her small 

garden.  She enjoys 

sewing and reading.  She 

reads many books and 

magazines, especially 

letters, articles, sermons, 

and a variety of “papers” 

from John’s study, many 

written by him.  She keeps 

in contact with her brother 

and his wife in Iowa and 

her sister and her husband 

who live in Oak Lawn, 

Illinois. 

 

Nadine testifies to God’s 

blessings in her life by 

quoting her favorite 

scripture verse: “I lift up 

my eyes to the hills—

where does my help come 

from?  My help comes 

from the Lord, the Maker 

of heaven and earth.”  

(Psalm 121:1)  We thank 

God for the many years 

He has given Nadine to be 

of service to her family, 

church, and community. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
8:45-9:30 AM: 

Congregational 

Pancake 

Breakfast 

10 AM: 

Installation of 

Elders & 

Deacons 

Food Offering: 

SECOM 

2 3 
7:30 PM – 

Choir 

Rehearsal 

4 5 
Zuni Burrito 

Sale 

 

7 pm: 

Council 

6 7 
Youth Group 

Car Wash 

8 
10 AM: 

Pentecost – 

Lord’s 

Supper 

9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 
6 pm: 

Tuesday 

Family Night 

– Farm on 

the Go! 

18 
6 pm: 

Church 

Picnic @ 

Millennium 

Park 

19 20 21 

22 23 24 
6 pm: 

Tuesday 

Family Night 

– Master 

Arts Theatre 

25 26 
 

6:30 pm: 

Admin 

Committee 

27 
 

6 pm: 4
th

 

Friday Food 

& Fun 

28 

29 30      

       
 

 

 

 

June 
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