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Fuller Avenue Christian 

Reformed Church 
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Grand Rapids, MI 49506 
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Barb Straatsma, editor 

Connie Scheurwater, member in 

focus articles 
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January Council 

Meeting Report 
By Barb Straatsma, Clerk 

 

Lyle opened the meeting with 

prayer. 

 

The council received 

December 11, 2013 minutes 

from the Worship Committee.  

Looking back it was noted that 

the prayer service for the 

Vander Weits was a blessing 

to many people and Russ 

appreciated Fuller’s 

recognition of his many years 

of service. 

 

They are working on Pastor 

Nate’s January 26 installation 

service in regard to who will 

participate and the liturgy for 

this service. 

 

They have initiated a 

communion schedule and 

instructions for 2014, a total of 

12 communions for the year. 

 

A follow-up to the December 

issue of Fuller Life reporting 

on fragrances affecting the 

health of some of our church 

member – further complaints 

will be handled on a personal 

level. 

 

Children at the Lord’s Supper 

came up.  A new policy is 

needed.  There was concern 

about visiting children.  There 

will be an adult education 

session on this topic on 

February 9. 

 

A new subcommittee of 

Classis Grand Rapids East 

suggested that all churches 

should be praying for each 

other.  Our church will 

participate by including it in 

our prayer schedule. 

 

In the Ministry Report we read 

that Pastor Morris must still be 

careful about infections, germs 

and etc.  He cannot make 

visits to our members in the 

hospital or retirement homes 

so he continues to call these 

people.  He attended the 

Administration Committee 

meeting and the Council 

meeting.  He wrote an 

overture to Council and the 

State of the Church Report 

(see page 3) for the upcoming 

Classis Grand Rapids East 

meeting to be held at Fuller on 

January 16, 2014.  He thanked 

the “council and staff for 

working around his limitations 

and for their support, prayers 

and encouragement”. 

 

Sue listed the dates for the 

next 3 Adams Park Birthday 

Party/Game Night.  They are 

January 15 – Care Group 5, 

April 16 – Care Group 6, and 

October 15 – Care Group 2.  

Matt Haviland picked up the 

diapers on December 31.  

Over 2100 were donated and 

she is suggesting we have 

another drive for our Lenten 

Offering.  She attended the 

December 5 Neighborhood 

Church Ministries coffee at 

Hope Reformed Church.  The 

next meeting is a prayer 

meeting on January 9 at 

Boston Square CRC.  14 

churches/organizations are 

involved.  75 fruit trays were 

distributed to Fuller and 

Calvin Kids Hope USA 

students and Adams Park 

residents and staff. 

 

In regard to old/new business, 

the total raised for a van 

purchase is $15,084.  Lyle will 

meet with the Outreach 

Committee to discuss options 

for moving forward. 

 

A celebration potluck for 

Pastor Nate will be held after 

the morning worship service 

on January 26.  Carol’s 

Catering will provide 2 meats, 

2 potatoes, vegetables, and 

drinks.  The council members 

were asked to bring 2 desserts 

each. 

 

The Council approved 2 

housing allowances for Pastor 

Nate, $15,000 for 2013 and 

$35,000 for 2014. 

Approval was given for the 

transfer of membership of 

Carolee Besteman to Neland 

Avenue CRC. 
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The delegates for the January 

16, 2014 Classis Grand Rapids 

East meeting are Pastor 

Morris, Lyle Phelps, and Doug 

Hoek. 

 

Pastor Morris presented an 

overture to the Council.  You 

may remember reading 2 

articles in the July 2013 and 

January 2014 Banner that our 

missionaries sent by Christian 

Reformed World Missions 

will have to raise 90% of their 

basic costs (such as housing 

and food) outside of ministry 

shares by 2020.  Previously 

the missionaries raised 60% of 

both basic and above-basic 

cost.  Both Synod 2013 

delegates and CRWM 

missionaries expressed 

concern about their spending 

more time and energy in 

raising money which will 

distract or limit their time on 

the mission field.  In response, 

Pastor Morris has written an 

overture to Classis Grand 

Rapids East from Fuller 

Avenue CRC.  It states, 

“Fuller Avenue CRC requests 

Classis Grand Rapids East 

overture synod to instruct 

Christian Reformed World 

Missions to re-allocate its 

resources in such a way that 

our missionaries can stick to 

their mission and not become 

fundraisers”.  The overture 

was passed by Council and 

will be presented to classis at 

their January 16 meeting.  If 

classis approves it then it will 

go to Synod 2014. 

 

January starts the 

reconstituting of Council.  

You will see bulletin 

announcements and a letter in 

your church mailbox inviting 

you to submit nominees for 

Council.  We are in need of 5 

elders and 4 deacons.  If you 

receive a nominee letter, I 

hope you will seriously and 

prayerfully consider your 

nomination.  We enter into a 

new chapter in the life and 

history of this church with a 

new pastor and celebrate 

almost 89 years of God’s 

faithfulness and blessings in 

ministries, outreach, prayer, 

and fellowship.  These are our 

strengths.  We look back in 

gratitude but also look forward 

with anticipation to our future 

as we know from scripture, 

“Your word, O Lord, is 

eternal; it stand firm in the 

heavens.  Your faithfulness 

continues through all 

generations.” Psalm 119:89-

90. 

 

Council fulfilled the January 

Mutual Censure on Outreach 

Specific Congregational 

Programs. 

 

Steve Hollemans closed the 

meeting with prayer.  Then the 

elder/deacon teams met to 

discuss their care groups. 

 

December - Fuller Ministries 

Fund = $52,933.75 

YTD = $357,273.49 

YTD Budget = $356,820.00 

 

 

 

State of the Church 

Report, Fuller 

Avenue CRC 

We welcome Classis Grand 

Rapids East to Fuller Ave, and 

are happy to share some 

details of our life and ministry 

with you. 

 

Our previous report to classis 

on January 19, 2012 told you 

of the earlier resignation from 

ministry of Lucas Rodenhouse 

(art.14) and the requested 

resignation of Beth Guikema-

Bode (art.17) in April, 2012.  

 

Since then we have worked 

through a lot of material in 

self-study, pastoral care, 

appreciative inquiry, transition 

team, re-organization, etc., 

aided by the classical 

oversight committee and the 

interim ministry of Morris 

Greidanus. 

 

We rejoice now that we may 

reflect on surprising stability 

in these 2 years. Our members 

stayed to work this out, our 

council, staff, and committees 

worked effectively, our giving 

remained generous, our youth 

group was active, our outreach 

blossomed in the 

neighborhood, with refugees, 

and at Adams Park 

Apartments. Our parsonage is 

now used as a Project 

Neighborhood house with 5 

students and a mentor couple, 

living in community and 

aiding our ministry. 
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When our interim pastor 

needed chemo therapy and an 

eventual stem cell transplant, a 

treasury of local preachers 

enriched our worship and 

Morris could continue to work 

when & where he could. 

 

We were saddened by the 

disappearance of our former 

pastor, George Vander Weit, 

and pray for his family. 

 

 And now we stand at a new 

threshold: We received 

permission to call and after a 

good search we were led to 

Nathan DeJong McCarron, 

who accepted our call and is to 

be installed as our pastor on 

January 26, 2014. 

 

Prayer requests: 

·        A good transition for 

Nathan and Samantha DeJong 

McCarron as they settle here. 
 

·        Tact and wisdom as an 

aging congregation seeks 

younger members to aid in its 

ministry to our community 

while caring for its long-time 

members. 
 

·        An eye for strategic 

opportunities where our gifts 

can aid justice and peace in 

our neighborhood.  
 

·        The Vander Weit family. 

 

Praise: 

·        For God’s leading. 
 

·        For continuity and new 

beginnings. 

Blast from the Past – 

a Bit of Fuller 

History 

 

The photo on the cover was 

taken in 1927.  Since then our 

church has experienced many 

changes.  I thought you might 

be interested in some past 

history of our church as we 

enter into a new era with a 

new pastor to lead us.  I dug 

up the anniversary booklets I 

received over the years as a 

member of this church to get 

information.  Here is a small 

portion of information 

collected in those booklets. 

 

Fuller was organized on July 

17, 1925 with 37families from 

Oakdale Park CRC and 2 

families form Sherman Street 

CRC.  The first service was 

held in the Oakdale Christian 

School gymnasium on July 19, 

1925.  On August 17, 1925 a 

decision was made to buy lots 

on Fuller Avenue and Noble 

Street.  Reverend E. Van 

Halsema was called and 

accepted the call.  He was 

installed on December 10, 

1925 with his inaugural 

sermon on December 13.  His 

salary was $2,500.  The 

cornerstone laying ceremony 

was held on July 6, 1926.  

Inside  the stone is a metal box 

containing the following 

papers with the following 

information: the date of the 

organization, the names of the 

charter members, the names of 

the children baptized, the 

names of the new members, 

the name of a child that died, 

names of those who left, the 

name of the first pastor, the 

inaugural text, the names of 

the first elders and deacons, a 

brief history, names of the 

Building Committee, names of 

the architects and the 

contractors, the price of the 

building, and the program for 

the occasion the pastor spoke 

on Zechariah 3:9b.  Nine 

months later the new building 

was completed and dedication 

ceremonies were held on 

March 2 and 4, 1927.  The 

first service in the new 

building was held on March 

7
th

.  The total cost of the 

building, including the lots, 

was $61,225.54.  The first 

yearly budget for the church 

was $4,900.  For the first two 

years we still used the 

common Communion cup, the 

members going to the 

Communion table in groups to 

partake of the sacrament.  The 

church parsonage was 

completed in October 1930. 

 

Dorothy Ibershof, one of our 

charter members, recalls first 

meeting and holding services 

in the Oakdale Christian gym.  

The church sanctuary started 

with individual wood (hard!) 

seats.  Later pew seating was 

installed. 

 

After 25 years the church 

building was considered 

inadequate for the growing 

congregation so plans for 

rearrangement of the basement 

rooms and construction of a 

new addition on the west end 

to house meeting rooms and 
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classrooms were approved.  

The dedication celebration 

occurred on March 8, 1951. 

 

In 1960, the church building 

was given a “face lift”, a 

vestibule and room for 

hanging coats was added to 

the front of the building. 

 

In 1965, a building committee 

was appointed and 

recommended a complete 

renovation of the sanctuary 

which included painting and 

decorating, remodeling the 

platform, installing new pews, 

pulpit furniture, new carpeting 

and other changes. 

 

Carolyn Lucasse related the 

Cadet building fire in the early 

1970’s.  She told us the Cadet 

and Calvinette building 

located in the back of the 

church looked very different 

from the one we see today.  

The building had “windows, a 

fireplace, and many cupboards 

and counters in one large 

room”.  One night she 

received a call telling her the 

Youth Building was on fire!   

The firemen determined the  

 

building had been broken into  

and the intruders had built a  

fire in the fireplace.  No one 

was caught but the Cadet and  

Calvinettes lost all their  

supplies, tents and camping 

gear.  It took almost 10 years 

to replace it.  Some Cadet 

counselors and other men 

from the congregation rebuilt 

the building using donations. 

 

The present ceiling in the 

sanctuary was installed in 

1972, replacing white tiles. 

 

In 1996-97 the fellowship 

room and kitchen were 

refurbished, office space 

rearranged, rest rooms 

remodeled, library eliminated 

to make room for a nursery, an 

elevator installed and a portico 

installed. 

 

Music is an important part of 

Fuller – first there was an 

orchestra, then an organ 

installed in 1931, then a grand 

piano and then drums.  Bert 

Wierenga has played the organ 

since 1962.  Our first singing 

groups were known as the 

“Singing School” and then 
 

later the “Mixed Chorus”  

under the direction of Trena  

Korfker.   She married Fred 

Haan and was a member at  

Neland Avenue CRC.  She 

came back to Fuller in 1931 

and began a Girls’ Glee Club.  

Several years later she started 

a Senior Choir, a Junior Choir, 

and a Teenage Choir.  She 

served the church for more 

than 30 years.  No other choir 

director has served that long.  

There was also a Men’s 

Chorus which sang 

occasionally and a Women’s 

Chorus which sang only a 

couple of times. 

 

George Brander, one of our 

charter members and the 

oldest member of the 

congregation lived to be 108 

years old (1881-1990).  Until 

about 1988 he lived alone in 

his modest brick bungalow on 

Adams Street.  He did all his 

own household chores 

including shoveling snow and  

raking leaves until after his 

100
th

 birthday.  He was an 

elder in the first consistory of  

Fuller.  He remained alert all 

his life.  

Just two months after becoming a church, Fuller purchased our present property. 
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Member in Focus - 

Thelma Vander 

Hoven 
By Connie Scheurwater 

 

Thelma Vander Hoven’s 

connection to Fuller Avenue 

Church began more than fifty 

years ago when her husband 

Rev. William Vander Hoven 

accepted the call to serve as 

Fuller Avenue Church pastor.  

Together they lived a busy 

life, serving a number of 

Christian Reformed churches 

in different parts of the 

country.  Today Thelma lives 

a relatively quiet life as a 

resident of Raybrook/Holland 

Home.  She is no longer able 

to attend worship services at 

Fuller or to take part in church 

activities.  She especially 

appreciates the Christmas 

cards she receives from Fuller 

members, and continues to 

enjoy them throughout the 

year.  She spends time writing 

letters, carrying on a 

correspondence with a special 

great-granddaughter who lives 

in Minnesota.  She also spends 

time reading, taking care of 

her plants, and playing the 

piano.  She enjoys the 

company of her daughter 

Paula who lives nearby in 

Raybrook Estates. 

Thelma Syren grew up with 

two brothers in the Madison 

Square area of Grand Rapids.  

Her parents were both 

Swedish immigrants.  She and 

her family attended Bethlehem 

Lutheran Church.  She 

attended Buchanan School, 

South High School, and Grand 

Rapids Junior College.  

Following college, Thelma 

worked as a private secretary 

for Clarence Thomas, who 

owned a chain of grocery 

stores.  He was often away 

from the office, even spending 

vacations in Florida, leaving 

her in complete charge. 

 
Thelma met Bill Vander 

Hoven while he was a student 

at Calvin College.  Their first 

date was a picnic with mutual 

friends who had introduced 

them.  As a child, Bill lived 

with his parents on Tamarack 

Ave in northwest Grand 

Rapids, and he was baptized at 

Broadway Christian Reformed 

Church.  Later the family lived 

in the Burton Heights area of 

Grand Rapids.  Bill attended 

Grand Rapids Christian High 

School, where one of his 

teachers was Trena Haan.  At 

Calvin College he first 

enrolled in a pre-law course, 

but soon felt a strong call to 

the ministry.  These were the 

years of World War II, and 

Bill was exempted from the 

draft because he was a 

seminary student.   

 
Bill graduated from Calvin 

Theological Seminary in 1945. 

Two days after graduation he 

and Thelma were married in 

the seminary chapel.  Bill 

accepted a call to Noordeloos 

Christian Reformed Church 

near Holland, Michigan.  This 

was one of the oldest churches 

in the CRC, and Bill was one 

of the youngest pastors at age 

24.  During their three and a 

half years in Noordeloos, their 

first two children, Paula and 

Bill Jr., were born.  Thelma 

recalls that these years taught 

them to trust God fully for the 

supply of all their needs.  The 

salary was low and the 

parsonage was drafty, but God 

was faithful! 

 
In 1948 the Vander Hovens 

moved from the oldest 

congregation in the 

denomination to a newly 

organized church in the 

farming community of 

Edgerton, Minnesota.  When 

they made the trip from 

Michigan to Minnesota they 

had $10 for travel expenses.  

As they neared their 

destination they spent some of 

their last funds for ice cream 

cones, and arrived at their new 

home with 75 cents to spare!  

While living in Minnesota, a 

son Jim was added to the 

family.   

 

Following their time in 

Minnesota, the Vander 

Hovens served congregations 

in Wyoming Park, Michigan, 

and Whitinsville, 

Massachusetts.  In both of 

these churches they had the 

happiness of working for the 

organization of daughter 

churches. 
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In 1962, Rev. Vander Hoven 

accepted the call to serve 

Fuller Avenue Church, 

following the departure of 

Rev. George Gritter.  He and 

Thelma lived in the parsonage, 

and served the Fuller Avenue 

congregation for nine years.  

During those years their three 

children attended the Grand 

Rapids Christian Schools. 

Rev. Vander Hoven wrote 

weekly meditations for The 

Banner and served on many 

denominational committees.  

Thelma taught Bible lessons 

for Ladies’ Fellowship 

society, as she did in every 

congregation that they served.  

She also displayed her gift of 

hospitality, as the family 

regularly entertained visiting 

missionaries, youth groups, 

and other church groups for 

Sunday noon dinners or 

Sunday evenings.  Thelma 

remembers Fuller Avenue 

Church as a caring fellowship. 

 
After their time at Fuller 

Avenue, the Vander Hovens 

served a congregation in 

Silver Spring, Maryland, near 

Washington DC.  Then they 

returned to Grand Rapids to 

serve Westview Christian 

Reformed Church, which was 

significant for them because 

that was the renamed and 

relocated Broadway CRC 

where Bill had been baptized.  

Their last call before 

retirement was a Christian 

Reformed Home Missions 

assignment to serve in healing 

ministries as the Eastern 

Home Missionary team.  In 

this ministry they served in 

Atlanta GA, Salt Lake City 

UT, East Islip NY, Madison 

WI, and Zuni NM.  Through 

all of their years of service, 

the Vander Hovens came to 

appreciate the breadth of the 

Christian Reformed Church’s 

vision all across America. 

 
Retirement in 1985 brought 

about new joys and blessings 

for Thelma and Bill.  They 

settled on land that they had 

purchased many years before, 

in a home they had built on 

Bills Lake in Newaygo 

County.  They were able to 

enjoy children and 

grandchildren, as well as 

opportunities to serve the Lord 

in new areas.  Bill had time for 

his hobbies of woodworking, 

antique Buick restoration, and 

John Deere tractor driving.  

They served an interim 

pastorate at Rehoboth, New 

Mexico, where their son Bill is 

a third grade teacher at 

Rehoboth Christian School, 

partially supported by Fuller 

Avenue Church.  They also 

served interims in Edgerton, 

Leota, and Luverne, 

Minnesota.  For many years 

Bill served with the Newaygo 

County Sheriff’s Department 

as a chaplain.  In this capacity 

he was often called out during 

the night to help in situations 

such as suicides, murders, and 

accidents.  Thelma would 

watch him go, and pray for his 

safety and ability to help in the 

crisis. 

 
In 2001 Thelma and Bill 

moved into Raybrook/Holland 

Home.  At that time they 

returned to Fuller Avenue 

Church fellowship.  They 

enjoyed the companionship of 

mature Christians at 

Raybrook, and occasionally 

Bill was able to preach. These 

were years of declining health, 

as well as years of cherishing 

and quiet support between 

them.  In 2004 Bill passed 

away. 

 

We thank God for the 

numerous ways in which both 

Thelma and Bill contributed to 

the ministry of Fuller Ave 

Church during their lives.  

Commenting on their many 

years together, Thelma 

testifies: “Through good times 

and hard times, pleasure and 

pain, sickness and accident, 

God has been with us, 

supplying His undergirding 

grace for every need.”  She 

also quotes Bill’s favorite 

word of testimony: “I have 

been crucified with Christ and 

I no longer live, but Christ 

lives in me.  The life I live in 

the body I live by faith in the 

Son of God, who loved me 

and gave himself for me.” 

(Gal. 2:20).   
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Same Kind of 

Different as Me by 

Ron Hall and Denver 

Moore  
reviewed by Joel Veldheer 

 

My daughter Laurie gave this 

book to me for my birthday.  It 

really is an easy read but very 

inspirational and a real tear 

jerker.  This book is 

essentially about two men 

with totally opposite 

backgrounds who come 

together because of a wife 

who had a heart for the 

homeless. 

   

One of the men was brought 

up in near slavery conditions 

in Louisiana and found being 

homeless in Ft. Worth, Texas 

as being a step up from that 

life!!  The other man had a 

very humble background too, 

but somehow or other (not 

explained) became a very 

knowledgeable and wealthy 

art dealer.  The wife of the 

very wealthy art dealer 

believes their lives should 

include helping the homeless 

so to keep his wife happy; he 

goes along with her desire to 

help the homeless. 

   

The book is about the journey 

these very different men take 

to form a bond that does help 

the homeless in Ft. Worth.  A 

big part of the book is the 

untimely death from cancer of 

the art dealer's wife and how 

she did the improbable of 

bringing these men together 

and bringing a climate of love 

and mercy to this homeless 

shelter. 

 

I think you will definitely look 

at the homeless in a much 

different way after reading this 

book and how one person can 

make such a big difference in 

the lives of so many people 

both poor and wealthy. 

 

 

 

 

 
Celebration of the 

Arts, 41st Annual 

Juried Spiritual Art 

Competition 

 
This is a 13- day festival, 

containing many individual 

events including concerts, 

drama, and art activities.  To 

find out more – go to 

www.thecelebrationofthearts.c

om 

 

 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
AND ANNIVERSARIES 
 

1  Dorothy Naerebout, 
    Maria Lara, Mitogo Opira 
    & Fran Mavindi (1992) 
3  Sherrie Brown 

4  Connie Scheurwater 
5  Brian Turnbull (M) 
6  Ruth Romeyn, 
    Julian Markiewicz  
7  Jana Veldheer 
8  Patt Van Vels 

9  Gary & Patt Van Vels 
    (1968) 
11 Jack Posthumus 

12 Marlene Natelborg 

14 Jeff Bolthouse 

15 Joan Stuursma, Casey 
     Ter Haar 
16  Marilyn raman 
17  Miki De Windt, Mary 
     Ippel 
19 Christian Posthumus 

20 Laura Kooy 
     Bill Vander Hoven (M) 
21 Eric Schering (M) 
23 Dan Holwerda 
24 Jeri Hoek,  

Fran Mavindi  
Sharon Segaar-King 
(M) 

25  Maxine Jansz (M) 
26  Daryl Van Dyken (M) 
28  Charles Jansz (M) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The deadline for the March 
Fuller Life is Sunday, 
February 16, 2014 
 

http://www.thecelebrationofthearts.com/
http://www.thecelebrationofthearts.com/
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 
10 am: Food 

Offering-

SECOM 

6 pm: Youth 

Group 

3 
7 pm: Cadets 

4 
7:30 pm: 

choir 

5 6 
6:30 pm: 

Bakers 

7 pm: 

Council 

 

7 8 
7 pm: 

Pinochle 

9 
6 pm: Youth 

Group 

10 
7 pm: Cadets 

11 
7:30 pm: 

choir 

12 
6:45 am: 

Men’s Bible 

Study 

13 
6:30 pm: 

Bakers 

 

14 15 
Youth Group 

goes to 

Pando 

7 pm: 

Pinochle 

16 17 
7 pm: Cadets 

7 pm: 

Knitting 

Kneighbors 

18 
7:30 pm: 

choir 

19 20 
6:30 pm: 

Bakers 

 

21 22 
7-9 pm: 

Youth Group 

movie night 

@ Encounter 

23 
Cadet 

Sunday 

6 pm: Youth 

Group 

24 
7 pm: Cadets 

25 
7:30 pm: 

choir 

26 
6:45 am: 

Men’s Bible 

Study 

27 
6:30 pm: 

Bakers 

7 pm: Admin 

 

28 
6 pm: 4

th
 

Friday Food 

& Fun 

 

       

 
2014 

February 
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Our Missionaries 
By Jay Van Bruggen 

 

Jim and Josephine  Zylstra, who have been our representatives in Uganda, have just moved north and east 

to Dar es Salaam the capitol, a seaport,  and most important city in Tanzania. 

 

Jim, who grew up in Iowa is familiar with farming in this part of Africa and is able to help farmers to 

increase food production and treat the land as the great natural resource that it is. 

 

Your contributions to Global Outreach at Fuller Avenue make the work of Jim and Josephine possible.  Dar 

es Salaam is closer than you might think; no place on the globe is over twenty four hours from Grand 

Rapids 
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