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December Council 

Meeting Report 
By Barb Straatsma, Clerk 

 

Lyle opened our meeting by 

reading part of Nehemiah 9 

and praying. 

 

The November 7 council 

meeting minutes were 

approved as was the 

December 1 congregational 

meeting minutes. 

 

The remodel of the lower level 

of the church has to be 

financed therefore a finance 

task group was formed.  The 

committee is working with the 

contractors and hopes to 

present a proposal to the 

Administration Committee in 

January, the council in 

February and the congregation 

in either February or March. 

 

Jim Krosschell is our new 

Personnel Consultant.  He will 

appoint a 3 or 4 person 

committee and be present at 

some of the staff meetings. 

 

The van fundraising has now 

reached $12,500.  Pledges 

have been trickling in these 

last few weeks.  The deadline 

to reach $19,000 is December 

31.  If we do not reach that 

amount at that time, a new 

proposal would have to be 

crafted and introduced. 

 

A new and faster computer 

with new software will be 

purchased now for our 

Business Manager so that it 

can be up and running 

smoothly by January 1. 

 

We received minutes from the 

Global Outreach Committee.  

They will be able to meet their 

obligations with reserve funds 

if needed. 

 

We also received minutes 

from the FAMAS Committee.  

Their balance as of October 

31, 2013 is $122,687.77.  

They had a good year for grant 

requests.  A FAMAS birthday 

celebration is planned for a 

Sunday in April or May and 

will include a presentation and 

a treat during our coffee time.  

Look on page 4 for more 

information. 

 

In the December Ministry 

Report we read that Pastor 

Morris has to be very careful 

about infections, germs and 

etc. while his immunity is low.  

He cannot make visits so he 

has been making phone calls 

instead.  He and Alice feel 

supported and appreciate the 

prayers and cards of the 

congregation.  The 

Administration Committee 

met at his home for their 

November meeting and he was 

present at our December 

council meeting by speaker 

phone. 

 

We read in Sue’s report that 

the attendance at our Adult 

Education fluctuates from 

week to week.   

 

The Christmas Program will 

be on December 22 during our 

morning worship service.  The 

children have been practicing 

for a month.  A sing-along CD 

was made along with new 

costumes. 

 

Thanks to our faithful 

volunteers, we have a very 

successful ministry to our 

community. A big thank you 

to our deacons and youth 

group for assembling and 

delivering 45 Thanksgiving 

baskets to people connected to 

our church.  We made 35 

Baker connections this fall.  

You can get a small taste of 

what happens at their 

meetings, what they make, and 

who participates by reading  

Sue’s article on page 3.  If you 

wish to experience it with 

more gusto and flavor, you 

can volunteer.  From 

December 8 to December 25 

we are holding a diaper drive 

for the children in our 

community.  Safety net 

programs such as W.I.C. and 

food stamps do not cover the 

cost of diapers.  Many babies 

are forced to wear one diaper 

all day because the parent(s) 

cannot afford more than one a 

day.  You can help make a 
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difference for a family by 

donating 1, 2, 3 or more   

packages of diapers.  Please 

put them in the pack and play 

in the Fellowship Room. 

 

Sue attended a neighborhood 

church ministries luncheon on 

November 6.  20 pastors of all 

denominations attended.  They 

talked about their ministries 

and got to know each other.  

Their next meeting is a coffee 

scheduled for December 5. 

 

The council approved the 

transfer of baptismal 

membership of Anneke 

Kapetyn to Church of the 

Servant where she plans on 

making profession of faith. 

 

Fuller is hosting the January 

16, 2014 Classis Grand Rapids 

East meeting. 

 

A pastor onboarding 

orientation checklist was made 

for Pastor Nate to help him 

accomplish a smooth 

transition into the life of this 

church.  His installation 

service was originally set for 

January 12 but has been 

changed to January 26.   An 

informational flyer was put in 

your church mailbox. 

 

Ruth Romeyn closed the 

meeting in prayer.  The 

elder/deacon teams met to 

discuss their care groups. 

 

November 2013 receipts: 

$29,953.84 

Year-to-date receipts: 

$304,339.74 

Year-to-date budgeted: 

$327,085.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Fuller Avenue Bakers 

            By Sue Hollemans 

  

What a whirlwind Bakers has 

been.  Nearly 40 girls 

registered with at least 30 at 

every meeting.  Many 

different recipes were 

prepared.  One night 35 

banana cream pies went out 

the door.  Not even one hit the 

floor.  S’more parfiats were 

also a hit.  Halloween and 

Thanksgiving gave us some 

cute ideas for decorated 

cookies and cupcakes.  We 

made a healthy version of 

peanut butter balls that gave 

the kitchen crew many bowls 

to wash with peanut butter 

stuck to them.  Our last 

meeting we made fruit 

smoothies for our snack while 

we watched a movie with 

Chadder, the chipmunk, as the 

star who finds himself in 

plenty of trouble that requires 

much prayer as well as 

ingenuity. 

 

As you know the girls are in 

grades Kindergarten through 

5
th

.  These girls have been a 

delight.  The leaders are 

amazing and so faithful. 

Leaders this year were Bekki 

Landman, Liz Rozeboom, 

Dawn Cornell, Ruth Van Stee, 

Marci Phelps, Mary and 

Michelle Vanden Berg, Jan 

Vriesenga, Karlene Kristich, 

and Lisa Kooy.  New helpers 

this year were Lydia Phlelps 

and Myriam Mitogo.  The 

Kitchen Crew makes the 

evening work so well.  We are 

always able to leave at 8 pm 

when the girls leave.  This 

couldn’t happen without these 

folks with the dishpan 

hands.  Over the years we 

have been blessed with a crew 

that consisted of Emma and 

Henry Hunderman, Em 

Bolthouse, and Pauline 

Hoolsema, and Jack and Betty 

Stegink.  This session was 

Jack and Betty’s last with us 

with the former retiring from 

Bakers earlier.  We will need 

two singles or a couple to join 

Steve Hollemans and Jack 

Vanden Berg in the kitchen in 

February.   

  

As with many articles, I’m 

saving the best for last.  Each 

evening Darryl Vriesenga tells 

a Bible story that always 

quiets the crowd.  The stories 

are very well done and so 

interesting that the girls as 

well as the leaders are all 

hanging on every word.  These 

little ones have amazing recall 

and many questions.  Please 

pray that Jesus becomes real 

to them and that they desire 

more. 

  

For all the volunteers reading 

this, my thanks to each of 

you.  Together, we make this 
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ministry a success.  If you 

love kids, like to prepare food, 

listen to stories, or clean-up in 

the kitchen there is room for 

you in Bakers.  This is one of 

the programs that is fun for 

all.  If you are interested 

please call Sue Hollemans.   

 

 

 

  

FAMAS Update 

By Don Van Stee 

 
Ten years ago, using a 

substantial gift to our church, 

the council decided to 

establish an endowment fund 

that would keep on giving for 

years to come. To capture the 

vision for the endowment, the 

committee established to 

administer the fund named it 

FAMAS, Fund for Advancing 

Ministry and Service. Since its 

inception, it has developed 

into Fuller’s own “Kickstart” 

program. Several years ago 

Sue Hollemans observed St 

Thomas the Apostle Parish 

providing meals to people in 

the neighborhood. Sue, always 

looking for new ministry 

opportunities, realized there 

was a need for such a program 

in Fuller’s backyard. Since no 

funding was available in the 

church budget, she applied to 

FAMAS and received a grant 

for startup costs. Thus began 

Fuller’s successful Fourth 

Friday Food and Fun. A 

similar story: basketball hoops 

for a summer basketball 

program were purchased with 

a FAMAS grant. This program 

evolved into Fuller’s popular 

Tuesday Night Family Nights.    

                                                         
FAMAS will be ten years old 

this coming March. During 

those years, FAMAS has 

provided startup money for 

many of Fuller Avenue’s 

exciting programs and 

ministries and the fund 

continues to be active with 

new grants.  In the past year 

alone, FAMAS has provided 

funds for Green Sprawl, 

Dream Grants, youth room 

renovation, “The Story” 

series, Project Neighborhood 

House (parsonage) and a 

portable sound system for 

Outreach. As you can see, it’s 

been a busy year for the 

Endowment Committee, and 

that’s just what we want. 

 
With a balance of just over 

$120,000, the fund generates 

the income for grant requests.  

Providing flexibility in 

funding, the ministry 

opportunities listed above 

were not initially in the 

church’s budget and might 

have been missed or 

postponed without FAMAS.  

 
As we look forward to a new, 

exciting year at Fuller, keep 

FAMAS in mind during your 

committee brainstorming 

sessions or in your individual 

dreams for ministry. Grant 

proposal forms are available in 

the church office. In addition, 

continue to support the fund 

through your prayers and 

financial gifts. Finally, look 

forward to our ten year 

anniversary celebration this 

spring. It will be a FAMAS 

event. 

 

 

 

 
Global Outreach 

Committee News 

By Jay Van Bruggen 

 

This past July TWR signed a 

contract that allows them to 

build a new five hundred 

kilowatt transmitter.  It will 

reach a potential audience of 

two hundred ten million 

people in Pakistan, 

Afghanistan, and northern 

India. Through your offerings 

to Global Outreach, we are 

able to support the Van 

Dykens in their work for 

TWR.  This means that soon, 

if it is not already happening, 

the good news of the Prince of 

Peace.  People, who may 

never have heard, in one of the 

most troubled regions of our 

globe, will now hear the good 

news. 

 

No place on the globe is more 

than twenty four hours from 

Grand Rapids! 

 
 

 
The deadline for the 
February Fuller Life is 
Sunday, January 19, 2014 
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For the Young and Young at Heart 

 

 
 

 

Take this Bible quiz 
 

1. How many people authored the Bible? 

 A. 66 
 B. 38 
 C. 27 
 D. 40 

2. Over how many years was the Bible written? 

 A. 680 
 B. 3,750 
 C. 1,600 
 D. 2,200 

3. Which of the following was not an occupation of a New Testament author? 

 A. Tax collector 
 B. Farmer 
 C. Servant 
 D. Fisherman 
 E. Carpenter 
 F. Physician 

4. How many languages were used to record God’s Word? 

 A. Five 
 B. Three 
 C. Seven 
 D. Two 

5. Who was the first to translate the Scriptures into English? 

 A. John Wycliffe 
 B. Martin Luther 
 C. John Calvin 
 D. Johann Gutenberg 
 
Answers on the page 6. 
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 JANUARY 
 
 1          Bob Winterhalter, Jr. 
 3          Thelma Vander Hoven, Jim & Paulette Fischer (1976) 
 7          Brandon Posthumus, Josh Pressley, Emily Prince 

 8          Sarah Witteveen 

 9          Faith Segaar 
11         Russ Rykse 

13         Henry Schierbeek 

16         Tom & Mary Ippel (1971) 
17         Joel Veldheer 
18         John & Marian Vanden Berg (1946) 
19         Gloria Stuit, Carol Van Dyken (M) 
20         Lorna Krosschell, Fran Van Baak 

22         Ryan La, Victor La 

25         Bob & Carolyn Zwiers (1964) 
26         Dennis Vander Meer 
27         Dick Bishop  
28         Millie Dekker 
30         Dorothy Kuperus  
31         Karen Vander Meer , Bill & Kathy Gritter (1952)  

 
 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The answers for the Bible quiz: 

 

1. 40 authors 

2. 1,600 years from about 1500 B.C. to about 100 years after Christ. 

3. Farmer 

4. Hebrew, Greek, and Aramaic 

5. John Wycliffe 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 
7 pm: 
Council 

3 4 

5 
10 am: Food 
Offering for 
Adams Park 
6 pm: combined 
service @ 
Neland 
6 pm: youth 
group 

6 7 
7 pm: Choir 

8 
6:45 am: 
Men’s Bible 
Study 

9 10 11 
7 pm: 
Pinochle 

12 
6 pm: youth 
group 

13 14 
7:30 pm: 
Choir 

15 16 17 18 
7 pm: 
Pinochle 

19 
6 pm: youth 
group 

20 
7 pm: 
Knitting 
Kneighbors 

21 
7:30 pm: 
Choir 

22 
6:45 am: 
Men’s Bible 
Study 

23 24 
6 pm: 4th 
Friday Food 
& Fun 

25 

26 

10 am: 
Installation 
of Nate 
DeJong 
McCarron & 
Luncheon 
6:00 pm: 
youth group 

27 28 
7:30 pm: 
Choir 

29 30 
6:30 pm: 
Admin 
Committee 

31 
Social 
Fellowship 
Improv 
Event 
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