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Pastor Nate’s sabbatical, a
team was put together to assist
in the filling of guest speakers
for Sunday mornings. Lastly,
we were able to analyze the
proposed budget for the
upcoming year and plan to
bring it to the congregation on
December 8th for a
congregational vote.

Sheryl and Randy Luth
Trip to India
November Council
Report
By Simeon Rowland
This past month at Fuller, the
Administration committee had
the opportunity to welcome
Crystal Sanders, Jim Van
Lopik and Pam Van Lopik as
new members into the Fuller
Family. After getting to know
the new members, the Council
heard an update from the
Elevator Remodel committee.
The committee went on tours
of several churches in the area
to see how they updated their
elevators and interviewed
several architects to hopefully
begin preliminary plans. They
hope to bring a
recommendation for an
architect to develop plans in
the following meeting. Pastor
Nate shared his plans for his
upcoming sabbatical and
passed out an overview of his
application. He requested
feedback and
recommendations from the
Elder board. Pastor Nate will
bring a revised copy back for
approval in the following
meeting. In preparation for

How was your trip to India?
It is easy to answer,
“It was great!” or “it was
amazing!” Or maybe, “it had
its challenges and its joys.”
Much more is hidden in those
answers, as most know. We
are thankful for the
opportunity to write in Fuller
Life to share with you more of
our challenging, great, and
amazing trip to India.
Challenges:
One always goes to the
physical challenges, like lack
of sleep, long travel time, and
air conditioning that failed.
Our team faced all these
things, determined however
not to let hard circumstances
overtake us. A harder
challenge we faced was
hearing about the problems at
Grace School. Raji the
principal, an integral part of
the school and its success, is
leaving after this year,
administration problems
resulting in lack of pay for
teachers over the last two
months and a teacher/student
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relationship that is not
appropriate.
Joys:
It was our joy to be with the
children at Grace School
again, and to see those who
have been with us since the
school opened in 2013. Our
greatest joy is to see their lives
being shaped into Jesus
followers...they begged us to
sing the songs they had
learned so long ago like Bless
The Lord Oh My Soul, One
True God, and Lord I Lift
Your Name on High.
It was also a joy to be received
and loved so well by brothers
and sisters from our church
there (New Covenant Church).
They invited our team into
their homes and engaged us in
Bible teaching, singing and
prayer, and of course……..
sooo much delicious Indian
food! Colossians 3:16 comes
to mind: “Let the word of
Christ dwell among you richly
as you teach and admonish
one another with all wisdom
through psalms, hymns and
songs from the Spirit, singing
to God with gratitude in your
hearts.”
Selah Center, is a vocational
center for at-risk girls that we
started in 2016. It has grown
legs and is walking into the
community through the
following three programs:
Community Care Program
(CCP). Helping vulnerable
elderly
Community Food Program
(CFP). Seventeen food bags
are distributed monthly for

those living on less than $70 a
month,
Community Tutoring Program
(CTP), for the village children.
Amazing:
An elderly handicapped nearly
bed-ridden woman named
Lakshimi, who is a part of the
CCP and CFP programs
through Selah Center, was
living in a house that was
leaking during the monsoons.
Six months ago, we raised the
money to build her a new
house (some from Fuller
helped too). As we sat with her
tears flowed and a radiant
smile lit her face,
simultaneously-a connection
was felt. It is what one feels as
fellow Jesus followers, it
crosses cultural and language
barriers. I glimpsed a poster
above her bed. It read, “But as
for you, be strong and do not
give up, for your work will be
rewarded.” 2 Chronicles 15:7.
My immediate thought was:
Who put that there? What kind
of encouraging word is that for
her?” What can she do? When
I was back home and doing the
journaling exercise for
Colossians 1 from Women’s
Wednesday Morning Bible
Study, God convinced me
through v.9-10 especially….
“So that you may live a life
worthy of the Lord and please
him in every way: bearing fruit
in every good work, growing
in the knowledge of God.” At
that very moment Lakshimi
popped into my brain and God
showed me that she is doing
great work, she is bearing fruit
(which is our work in Christ).

He reminded me of the fruits of the Spirit: love, joy, peace,
forbearance, kindness, goodness and faithfulness.
Many thanks to you as you prayed, loved and supported us and the
team while we traveled to India. We covet your continued prayers
for both Grace School and Selah Center.
By God’s grace we are able to support Selah Center financially
through donations. if you wish to join us, you can give at
www.equipnet.org under Selah Center or by mail to .
Equipnet
POBox 860
Alamo, CA 94507
(add Selah Center) in notes
Blessings,
Sheryl and Randy Luth
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Fuller Memorabilia
By Barb Straatsma
While printing up the last
Fuller Life I noticed a box
filled with Fuller memorabilia
sitting on the counter in the
office space so of course I had
to look at it. This is some of
what I saw:
The first items were a group of
small booklets called Fuller
Folks and Facts. They were
published by the church with
the purpose to keep “the men
and women in the service of
their country informed as to
the whereabouts of their
comrades in arms and their
activities. It is also our desire
to inform those in service of
the “doings” at home.” They
start with a meditation, then
go to “News and Views”
which tells about the
servicemen, it lists birthdays,
passes and furloughs, and
talks about the news of Fuller.
Some of the servicemen that I
recognized were Don
Bolthouse (Navy), Al
Spaanstra (Navy), Bud
Hendrickson (Army), Harry
Gerbens, and John Boelema,
Here are some entries about
them: Al Spaanstra certainly
is THE boy to be
congratulated. Things really
have been coming his way
lately. For one thing, he has
been promoted to AMM1/c.
Consequently, something new
has been added-a new strip on
his sleeve for recognition
along with the others already
there. You know, Al “Three
stripes and out.” However,

this promotion takes what you
call “a back seat” for he and
his wife were gladdened by
the birth of a baby daughter.
So all the Fuller Ave. people
send you, Al and your wife,
too, our sincerest
congratulations and our best
wishes.
Al is working hard though.
He has to see to it that the 36
men under him keep the
planes in good flying
condition. He has been
training near Fort Deven, but
expects to leave for the Pacific
theartre of action in the near
future. But wherever he goes
our thoughts and our prayers
will go with him.
According to latest reports
from Harry Gerbens he was
recovering rapidly. He was
wounded in the left shoulder
with shrapnel, but it has been
removed and everything is
coming fine. He has been
awarded the purple heart
which he is sending home for
safe-keeping. He is
convalescing in a hospital near
Paris.
Don Bolthouse is studying
code, signals, etc. in Signal
and Radio School at
University of Chicago. He
had a weekend pass July 2.
And here are some entries
from “Keeping the Home
Fires Burning”:
As announced last month the
church picnic was held June
21 at Dutton Park. And what
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a mob and what fun!
Everyone from E Posthuma’s
six week old baby to ninety
year old Mr. Gleich, had a
good time. Don’t think that
we didn’t miss you all,
though, and ties were very
strong which bound us all
together-absence of dear ones.
We were happy that a few of
the boys were home to be with
us, and let’s hope you’re all
there next year. Yeah! We had
the tickets for ice cream and
orange drink, too, and the ball
game was a draw in the ninth
inning because the married
men didn’t want to get licked
(was that how it was?).
The Bowling League is off to
a good start. Pin boys are
scarce and team mates had to
take turns setting pins the
second night. It was the first
time some of them had put in
a good night’s work in twenty
years.
The Sunday School is under
full swing again with an
enrollment of 320, which is
about 15 more than last year.
Miss Korfker says her primary
class of 38 tots is the largest
we’ve ever had but there’s one
man we’re all missing this
season, and that is Mr.
Folkema, our faithful
Superintendent, who felt he
could not continue to serve in
that capacity again this year.
So recently all the teachers
who have ever taught under
him, with their wives or
husbands gave a little party in
honor of the Folkemas in the
church basement and gave

them a bond to sort of show
their appreciation and
affection.
A notable event was held in
our church parlors the evening
of December 14. The
consistory invited the young
people of the church, age 16
and up, to a congregational
social of their own.
Approximately 70 young
people were present in addition
to the consistory members with
their wives. The evening’s
highlights included a talk by
Dr. S. Bergsma, games led by
Mr. Warren Arthur of the
Y.M.C.A. and a wonderful
lunch. Everyone hopes the
consistory repeats it this year.
Our Annual Congregational
meeting was held…$1,800.00
was appropriated for benches
to replace the present seats in
the balcony and to make room
there for about 30 more
people. $1,500.00 was
appropriated for changes on
the pulpit and choir loft. The
organ console is to be moved.
It will be centered behind the
pulpit bench. There will be
two rows of choir benches in
each side of the loft, facing
each other. The choir and
organist will enter the loft
through gates on both sides of
the pulpit bench. The kitchen
is to be modernized too, at a
cost of $650.00. Things are
really happening at Fuller.
And these were in that box:
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Bruce and I were both raised in
Christian families, Bruce right
here in Grand Rapids, and I in
Cicero, Illinois. Bruce
attended Baxter Christian
School and Grand Rapids
Christian High School, and
graduated from Calvin
College. I attended Timothy
Christian School, followed by
Calvin College, where we met
each other in our freshman
year. We married two weeks
after graduation and began our
teaching careers in Lansing
Christian School in Lansing,
Illinois.

Introducing Bruce and Trudy De Windt
Bruce and Trudy De Windt have recently joined Fuller Avenue
Church after moving from Rockford to Grand Rapids. They are the
parents of Dave De Windt, who with his wife Miki and their three
children, Nicole, Zach, and Kaitlyn are longtime members of Fuller
Avenue Church. The following article was written by Trudy De
Windt by way of introducing them to the congregation.
Hello Fuller Family!
Bruce and I are happy to join this fellowship of believers after our
move from Rockford, Michigan. We had been members of the
Oakwood CRC in Belding for nineteen years.
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Bruce’s teaching career lasted
thirty-eight years: three in
Lansing Junior High, followed
by one year of study at the
University of Utah getting a
Master’s Degree in teaching
science. Subsequently he was
hired by Chicago Christian
High to teach physical science
and biology, and finished his
career there thirty-four years
later. He supplemented our
income by driving the school
bus, coaching football, and
also coaching wrestling and
track. Because of his love for
and talent in singing he very
early on was tapped to direct
choirs; he first directed the
Lansing Junior High choir and
our church’s children’s choir.
He also sang in the Men of
Accord for many years and
eventually became their
director, which he continued
for twenty-one years. Church
choirs in the southwest area of
Chicago also benefitted from
his involvement with them.

Bruce’s desire for many years
was to retire to a home on a
lake, which became a reality
for him. Since our four
children had also attended
Calvin, three of them married
and stayed in Grand Rapids,
we made the move so we
could be involved in the
growth of our children’s
families. Our children are
Ken De Windt, who lives in
Griffith, Indiana, Sue Hunt,
who lives in Comstock Park,
Dave De Windt, who lives in
Ada, Michigan, and Shelli
Fynewever, who lives in SE
Grand Rapids. At this point in
our lives we have eleven
grandchildren (six of whom
are married), one greatgranddaughter, four stepgrandchildren, and four stepgreat-grandchildren.
I also began a teaching career
in Lansing Christian School.
The Lord had other plans for
me, however, and within sixand-a-half years we were
blessed with two sons and two
daughters. It was a wonderful,
busy life, and when the
opportunity opened I began
working as an instructional
aide in the Alsip Public
Schools, which I was blessed
to do for twenty-one years.
Bruce and I were both able to
retire at the age of sixty and
have been thrilled to be able to
serve the Lord in so many
other ways, both in the church,
within our family, and in other
capacities. We are excited
about the ways Fuller is
engaging in this

neighborhood, and will be
open to using our abilities to
serve along with you.
Thank you for your warm
welcome to Fuller!

Home Neighborhood
Outreach
By Dorothy Kuperus, Wish
List Coordinator
I am inviting Fuller Church to
participate in a food drive for
Renucci Hospitality House
that serves Blodgett and
Butterworth Hospitals and
Helen De Vos Children’s
Hospital. Fuller Church
knows how to be a ministry
partner both globally and
locally, especially to the Fuller
community; making it a joyful
place to live as we spread the
ministry of joy which is Jesus
Christ.
I have been coordinating this
food drive for over 2 years
now. I do this event every 4
months. I coordinate it at the
Grandview Apartments, 1925
Bridge, N.W., where I live. I
have a table set up in the
Community Room with boxes
for donated items (see below).
You can leave your items with
me on these dates: January 1,
2020, 4-9 pm, January 2,
2020, 8am-9 pm or January 8,
2020, 8-11 am or drop the
items off at our church
Ministry Center.
I am also accepting travel-size
items which I will make into
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gift sets for the families that
stay at the Renucci House as
their loved ones are
undergoing medical treatments
at the Helen De Vos
Children’s Hospital, Blodgett
and Butterworth Hospitals.
If you wish to learn about
Renucci House go to:
https:www.spectrumhealth.org
>services-and-treatmentdetail-pages>renuccihouse.
Here is the Renucci
Hospitality House Wish List:
Food Pantry
 Fruit Snacks
 Soup (ready serve)
 Spaghetti sauce
 Salsa
 Chips
 Individual snacks
 Fruit juice boxes
 Canned chicken or
tuna
 Condiments (ketchup,
mustard, mayo)
 Cereal (all varieties)
 Granola bars
 Cookies
 Uncle Ben’s ready rice
dishes
 Noodles
 Hamburger Helper
type meals
Urgent Needs:
 Foil/plastic wrap
 Instant oatmeal
(individual packets)
 Jam/jelly

Book review: Grace Will
Lead Us Home by
Jennifer Berry Hawes
By George Jasperse
We recently read a book that
speaks of the justice, mercy,
and love that should
characterize every Christian
church and believer: Grace
Will Lead Us Home by
Jennifer Berry Hawes. The
flyleaf description of the book
captures the essence of its
significance in the best way,
so we quote that material here:
“On June 17, 2015, twelve
members of the historically
black Emanuel AME Church
in Charleston, South Carolina,
welcomed a young white man
to their evening Bible study.
He arrived with a pistol, 88
bullets, and hopes of starting a
race war. Dylan Roof’s killing
of nine innocents during their
closing prayer horrified the
nation. Two days later, some
relatives of the dead stood at
Roof’s hearing and said, ‘I
forgive you.’ That grace
offered the country a hopeful
ending to an awful story. But
for the survivor and victims’
families, the journey had only
just begun.
“In Grace Will Lead Us
Home, Pulitzer Prize-sinning
journalist Jennifer Berry
Hawes provided the definitive
account of the tragedy’s
aftermath. With

unprecedented access to the
grieving family and other key
figures, Hawes offers a
nuanced and and moving
portrait of the events and
emotions that emerged in the
massacre’s wake. “This is the
story of how, beyond the
headlines, a community begins
to heal: The two adult
survivors of the shooting
begin to make sense of their
lives again. Rifts form
between some of the victims’
families and the church. A
group of relatives fights to end
gun violence, capturing the
attention of President Obama.
And a city in the Deep South
must confront its racist legacy.
“An unforgettable and deeply
human portrait of grief, faith,
and forgiveness, Grace Will
Lead Us Home is destined to
be a classic in the finest
tradition of journalism.
” Well worth your time and
attention, this sensitive and
poignant book is available at
local libraries.

Book Review: Tim
Keller, Generous
Justice: How God’s
Grace Makes Us Just
(Dutton, 2010)
By Dan Miller
The word “justice” has gotten
a bad rap in large segments of
the evangelical church in the
U.S. When I was growing up
in the Conservative Baptist
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Church, we never heard the
word uttered from the pulpit,
unless it was associated with
“those Liberals” who
perverted the Word of God to
promote worldly political
programs instead of
emphasizing “the message of
salvation.” There is much
evidence that this attitude is
still pervasive among
conservative evangelicals.
Tim Keller, an evangelical
pastor and a prolific writer,
wants us to know that concern
for justice is not a distortion of
the Word, but a central theme
in Scripture.
Keller begins by pointing out
that God often identifies
Himself as the God of the
marginalized: “a father to the
fatherless, a defender of
widows.” (Psalm 68: 4-5) This
distinguished Him from the
gods of the nations
surrounding Israel who were
identified with and mediated
by powerful rulers: “… from
ancient times, the God of the
Bible stood out from the gods
of all other religions as a God
on the side of the powerless,
and of justice for the poor.”
The theme of God’s concern
for the marginalized appears
throughout the Old Testament.
Job considered himself a
righteous man because “I was
a father to the needy, I took up
the case of the immigrant. I
broke the fangs of the wicked
and snatched the victims from
their teeth.” (Job 29: 16-17)
On the Sabbath everyone was
given a break from labor

including servants, foreigners,
and even animals. The laws of
the Sabbatical Year when
slaves were freed and the Year
of Jubilee when the land was
restored to its original owners
were clearly aimed at
preventing the development of
an underclass with no hope of
escaping poverty. The laws of
worship even provided that
Israelites who were too poor
to bring the required sin
offering could come with
nothing more than a cupful of
flour (“a tenth of an ephah”).
Many Christians acknowledge
that the Old Testament
Kingdom of Israel was
supposed to do justice, but
they believe that Jesus
preached a message of love
and grace, not justice. Keller
argues that this is a misreading
of Jesus’ message. Jesus’ ethic
of love was a challenge to the
“patronage system” that
governed relationships in first
century Israel. Jesus
encouraged His followers to
invite the poor into their
homes rather than the rich
who could be expected to do
them a favor in return.
Echoing the prophet Isaiah,
Jesus criticized the teachers of
the law because they “devour
widows’ houses and for a
show make lengthy prayers.”
Mark 12: 40) The famous
parable of the sheep and the
goats in Matthew 25: 31-46
teaches that true disciples of
Jesus can be identified by the
way they treat poor people and
outcasts. The book of Acts
tells how the early church took

Jesus’s admonition quite
literally.

Library and Hekman Library
at Calvin University.

These are challenging notions,
but Keller offers some
practical examples of how
modern Christians are “doing
justice.” He cites John Perkins
who combines gospel
preaching with economic
development projects targeted
at poor African American
communities in Mississippi.
He sees the overcoming of
racial divisions as one of the
marks of a faithful Christian
community because Heaven
will be filled with people from
“every tribe and language and
people and nation.”
(Revelation 7:9) He
encourages churches to be
sources of healing in their
neighborhoods and urges
individual Christians to
promote Biblical norms of
justice including “virtue,
rights, and the common good.”
He says Christians can work
with those outside the church
whenever their values
coincide, and they should
challenge those outside the
church when their values
diverge from Biblical notions
of justice.

Other books by Tim Keller
that are very worth reading
include: The Prodigal God:
Recovering the Heart of the
Christian Faith, The Reason
for God: Belief in an Age of
Skepticism, and Walking with
God through Pain and
Suffering.

Generous Justice has much
more to say about justice as it
appears in the Bible and as it
ought to be practiced by
Christians than this brief
review can mention. It would
make an excellent book for
group discussion or for
personal reflection. Copies of
Generous Justice are available
at the Grand Rapids Main
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December Birthdays &
Anniversaries
1 Donna Meyer
2 Sharon Ooms & Betsy
Turnbull (M)
3 Marci Phelps
4 Lemuel Elijah
5 Kate Miller
7 Doug Hoek & Jan Van
Veen
8 Ruth Ter Haar
11 Jim & Lorna Krosschell
(1970)
12 Mary Speyer
13 Lucas Phelps
14 Emerson Rowland &
Steve Vandyk
15 Lydia Phelps, Gary Van
Vels & Samuel Turnbull (M)
21 Henry Elzinga
22 Karla Laninga
23 Dan & Carrie Elzinga
(2000)
26 John Knight
27 Kevin Mosher & Erica
Boldenow (2016)
29 Manuel & Maria Lara
(1984)
31 Dorothy Schierbeek

December 2019
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1

2

3

Communion

6:45 am:
Men’s Bible
Study

1:30 pm:
Staff
Meeting

8

9

10

11:30 am:
Cong Mtg
12:16 pm:
Potluck

6:45 am:
Men’s Bible
Study

15

16

17

18

6:45 am:
Men’s Bible
Study

1:30 pm:
Staff
Meeting

7 pm: Choir

23

24

25

6:45 am:
Men’s Bible
Study

5 pm:
Christmas
Eve Service

10 am:
Christmas
Day Service

30

31

22

29

4

Thursday

5

Friday

Saturday

6

7

13

14

19

20

21

26

27

28

7 pm:
Council

11

12
2:45 pm:
Seniors
Christmas
Celebration

6:45 am:
Men’s Bible
Study

The deadline for the January 2020 Fuller Life is
Sunday, December 29, 2019

11

FROM
Fuller Avenue Christian Reformed Church
1239 Fuller Avenue, S. E.
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506-3248

TO

12

