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June Council Report 

By Barb Straatsma, Clerk 

 

The Council has started a new 

church year.  Pastor Morris 

reminded us of our charge as a 

congregation to the elders and 

deacons when he read the 

form for ordination of Elders 

and Deacons.  “I charge you 

people of God, to receive 

these office bearers as Christ’s 

gift to the church.  Recognize 

in them the Lord’s provision 

for healthy congregational life.  

Hold them in honor; take their 

counsel seriously; respond to 

them with obedience and 

respect; accept their help with 

thanks.  Sustain them in prayer 

and encourage them with your 

support, especially when they 

feel the burden of their office.  

Acknowledge them as the 

Lord’s servants among you.”  

We have heard this charge 

many times but it bears 

repeating and given a second 

look at the words of 

responsibility and agreement.  

We thank God for providing 

these gifted and devoted 

members. 

 

The Council met with Simeon, 

Andrea, and Emerson 

Rowland.  They have been 

attending our church for 6 

months and wish to become 

members.  We welcome them 

as new members and look 

forward to the baptism of their 

son on June 21. 

 

Council also met with Matt 

Postma who has been 

appointed for another year as 

Associate Chaplain at Calvin 

College.  This coming school 

year his duties will change.  

He will oversee the Barnabas 

Program, a program that 

promotes Christian growth in 

the residence halls at Calvin.  

The Council approved his call 

for one more year. 

 

Barb Straatsma was approved 

as Clerk and Ed Stuursma was 

approved as Vice President of 

Council.  We are thankful to 

Lyle Phelps for his 2 years of 

leadership as Vice President of 

Council. 

 

Finance – the receipts in 

March, April, and May have 

increased significantly.  Thank 

you.  The Finance Committee 

will look into other options for 

giving besides checks. 

 

Sue Hollemans is retiring.  

The church is looking for her 

replacement as Outreach 

Director.  A job posting was 

on our website and at colleges.  

This job will hopefully start 

this fall.  It is a ½ time 

position with the possibility of 

additional hours.  An 

interview team is being 

formed to evaluate the 

applications. 

 

Following the presentations 

from Dr. Todd Cioffi and Dr. 

Majorie Gunroe, a Faith 

Formation Ad Hoc Committee 

was formed.  Their mandate 

was to assess our current faith 

formation model and 

recommend any 

improvements.  The 

committee met 4 times and 

through research and 

discussion came up with 

recommendations.  The details 

will be worked out and 3 

implementation teams will be 

formed: Sunday Morning 

Faith Formation 

Implementation Team, 

Midweek Faith Formation 

Implementation Team and 

High School Faith Formation 

Implementation Team. 

 

From our Ministry Report – 

Pastor Nate had a very 

positive month of member 

visiting and meeting with 

people who are interested in 

joining our church, Jana 

Dykhuis, our new choir 

director, and Christine 

Edmondson and Danielle 

Veldman, who run workshops 

to help churches build greater 

sensitivity and inclusion of 

those of a different race and 

socio-economic background.  

A workshop is planned for our 

church leaders and staff for 

early fall.  He led 3 adult 
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education sessions on the book 

of the quarter.  He is a 

member of the Faith 

Formation Ad Hoc 

Committee. 

 

Pastor Morris – continues his 

care for our members. 

 

Sue – was part of the Faith 

Formation Ad Hoc 

Committee.  There were 35 

people in attendance at our 

May 22 4
th

 Friday Food and 

Fun.  There will be no dinners 

in June and July due to our 

Tuesday Family Nights’ 8 free 

meals.  The next dinner is 

August 28.  A dream grant 

was given to Marilyn Braman 

for her Block Party.  Michigan 

Blood Drive is on Wednesday, 

July 18 from 4-8 pm.  The 

next Dumpster Day is on July 

18 from 8-noon. 

 

Council will not meet in July. 

 

 

 

Introducing the 

Heyboer and 

Rowland  Families 

By Connie Scheurwater 

 

Two young families have 

recently joined Fuller Avenue 

Church, AJ and Jenny 

Heyboer and daughter Nora, 

and Simeon and Andrea 

Rowland and son Emerson.   

 

AJ Heyboer grew up in 

Lansing, Michigan, a member 

of River Terrace CRC.  He 

attended Calvin College, and 

graduated with a business 

degree in 2007.  He spent two 

years in Central America, 

teaching English and Social 

Studies to 8
th

 graders in a 

bilingual school in 

Tegucigalpa, Honduras.  

Jenny grew up in Rockford, 

Michigan, and attended a 

Baptist school and church for 

a time.  She attended Calvin 

College, and graduated with a 

degree in accounting.  She 

worked in Guatemala at the 

same time that AJ was in 

Honduras.  After they were 

married they lived in Denver, 

where AJ worked for a public 

school district.  AJ and Jenny 

have lived in Grand Rapids for 

3 ½ years.  AJ works in 

technology sales.  Jenny 

works in the accounting field.  

Their daughter Nora is 10 

months old.  They enjoy 

camping, yard games, 

landscaping, and water sports.  

They were drawn to Fuller 

Avenue Church because it is 

close to their home on Calvin 

Avenue near Franklin Street, 

and they were attracted by the 

welcoming nature, the 

outreach focus, the fact that 

there are different age groups 

represented, and that it is a 

smaller, older established 

church.  Also, AJ and Pastor 

Nate have been friends since 

they were college students. 

 

Simeon and Andrea Rowland 

are friends of the Heyboers.   

Simeon grew up in Detroit, 

Michigan and attended Grand 

Valley State University.  

Andrea grew up in Rockford, 

Michigan.  While they were 

dating they attended Calvary 

Church, but later looked for a 

church with a theology that 

lined up with their beliefs.  

After attending Fuller Avenue 

Church for six months they 

found it to have good 

community, and a genuine and 

authentic congregation.   

Simeon works in design and 

sales for a tooling company, 

C.B. DeKorne, Inc.  Andrea 

works for Fifth Third Bank in 

marketing.  Their son 

Emerson is 1 ½ years old.  

They are expecting a second 

child, a girl, in September.  

Their hobby is fixing up 

houses, and they are now 

fixing up the house that they 

are living in on Prospect 

Avenue near Wealthy Street.   

 

We welcome these families to 

Fuller Avenue Church, and we 

pray for God’s blessing as 

they worship and fellowship 

with us. 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to 

our Graduates! 

 

Lydia Phelps graduated from 

Grand Rapids Christian 

Middle School on June 3.  She 

will attend Grand Rapids 

Christian High School next 

year, and is looking forward to 
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playing percussion in the 

band, and joining the GRCHS 

Drum Line.  She is most 

excited to play on the girls 

fall, winter, and spring 

lacrosse teams in the position 

of goalie. She was honored to 

be invited to play lacrosse this 

summer with GR Rapid LAX, 

which includes daily practices, 

speed and agility training, and 

three summer tournaments. 

 

Mei Yei graduated from 

Union High School.  She plans 

to work for a year and then 

attend college. 

 

Emma Gabites graduated 

from Grand Rapids Christian 

High School.  She plans on 

attending Grand Rapids 

Community College part-time. 

 

James Karsten graduated 

from Calvin College and was 

married to Megan Rozeveld 

on July 17, 2015. 

 

 

 

Mary Ippel Receives 

Two Awards 

By Mary Ippel 

 

Although I have been a 

member of Fuller for quite a 

few years, most of you 

probably do not know that I 

am a fiber junkie, a 

weaveaholic, and a yarn 

addict. This all started when I 

was about 10 years old and my 

Mom, an expert knitter, 

bought me yarn and taught me 

how to knit. So you can see 

that I had early exposure and a 

genetic predisposition for my 

addiction.  

 

Two years ago, when I retired 

from the world of work, my 

husband enabled me to sink 

deeper into my habit by letting 

me sell our dining room 

furniture and turn that little-

used room into my weaving 

studio. Oh, that really threw 

me full force into the things 

that gave me pleasure.  

 

I did seek outside help along 

the way. And that is what I'd 

like everyone to know about. 

Many years ago I joined a 

group of people who share my 

affliction -- The Woodland 

Weavers and Spinners Guild -- 

a great bunch of enablers. The 

guild has monthly meetings, 

retreats, workshops and sales 

opportunities. We also inspire 

and encourage each other, 

have potlucks (weavers also 

tend to be good cooks), and 

share information about where 

to get more yarn, fiber and 

weaving supplies. If you want 

to know more about the guild, 

call me. 

 

There are lots of weaving and 

fiber arts guilds in Michigan 

and many belong to the 

umbrella organization, the 

Michigan League of 

Handweavers (MLH). MLH 

provides a yearly conference 

with excellent educational 

opportunities, a fashion show 

and exhibits of work 

submitted by weavers from all 

over the state. The conference 

was recently held at Hope 

College and, as usual, 

provided a great opportunity 

to meet weavers from all over 

the state and see what they are 

producing. This year I was 

honored to receive a First 

Place and a Second Place 

award for the two items I 

submitted to the exhibits. My 

happiness was at an all-time 

high. 

 

So now, how am I supposed to 

beat this addiction? 

 

I wrote this article because 

Barb asked me to. I'm kind of 

a private person and really 

don't want you to think I'm 

tooting my own horn or trying 

to get sympathy for my 

problem. I like my "problem".  

(Editor-yes, I did request an 

article from Mary about her 

first and second place awards 

at the request of a member 

who heard about it and 

members with special talent 

should be recognized.) 

 

 

 

 

ÜBER ALLES 

DEUTSCHLAND 

By Jonah Phelps, aka 

Friedrich Wilhelm 

 

As I got off the plane from 

Dublin to Hamburg, I could 

already tell the differences 

from the American culture to 

European culture.  There were 

obvious differences, of course, 

such as all of the signs being 

in German, and people 

speaking numerous world 

languages.  But, there were 
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many small differences, too, 

like bakeries on nearly every 

corner, and the extreme lack 

of cars. The neighborhoods in 

Hamburg were fantastic. 

Hamburg is known as “The 

Greenest City in Germany,” 

and I surely believe it.  Plants 

are EVERYWHERE.  It was 

absolutely beautiful.  I was in 

a whole new world! 

 

I traveled to Germany for the 

month of June through GAPP 

(German-American 

Partnership Program) with a 

group of six other students 

from Grand Rapids Christian 

High School, my German 

teacher, and her two children.  

The flight from Chicago to 

Dublin took six hours, and the 

flight from Dublin to 

Hamburg took two hours. By 

the time we got there, we were 

all exhausted. Our teacher told 

us to stay up for the day, and 

sleep when the Germans slept 

because it would help us get 

adjusted to the time zone 

faster.  Out of all of the 

students, I was the oldest, the 

only one in first year German, 

and the only one who 

managed to stay awake.  I 

ended up going 32 hours 

without sleep! 

 

My host family was very 

inviting, and very accepting 

that my German wasn’t 

perfect.  Ingo was my host 

dad; Maike, my host mom; 

Julian, my host brother; and, 

Justus, my little host brother. 

The Ahrens family is great, 

and I fit right in!  You may 

remember seeing Julian with 

my family when he stayed at 

our house last October.   

 

During the course of my stay, 

I had to go to the kids’ school, 

Johannes Brahms 

Gymnasium, in Hamburg.  

There, our group of 

Americans was assigned to 

certain English classes where 

we had to help the students 

practice their English.  And in 

return, they helped us practice 

our German. My little host 

brother, Justus, taught me his 

version of “Phrases Americans 

Should Know.”  His first, and 

utterly most important, phrase 

was “Ich bin cool,” which 

means “I am cool.”   I used it 

often. 

 

Hamburg is a port city, and we 

were able to visit the trading 

docks.  We also toured the Rat 

House (yes, that is its real 

name) Town Hall, a WWI 

memorial, and the largest 

cemetery in Europe.  My host 

family took me to one of the 

places at the very top of my 

list – the gravesite of 

Chancellor Otto Von 

Bismarck. 

 

Two weeks after we arrived in 

Germany, we traveled to 

Berlin by train.  The city was 

huge!  There were big 

buildings and a large subway 

station.  It was an 

industrialized heaven, with 

factories and business 

buildings everywhere. We 

visited the Brandenburg Gate, 

museums about Prussia, the 

Reichstag (Government 

Building), the Berlin Wall, a 

WWI and WWII memorial, 

and a Holocaust Museum.  As 

a lover of history, it was 

amazing. 

  

Over the third weekend, the 

Ahrens family and I went 

camping on a small island off 

the coast of Denmark, named 

Romo Island.  The Germans 

say that in Denmark it is either 

snowing or it is windy, which 

turned out to be very true.  It 

was seriously windy for the 

three days we were there.  We 

visited the beach on the North 

Sea, and I decided to brave the 

waters.  The temperature was 

a little above freezing.  I 

stayed in for about five 

minutes before I decided it 

wasn’t a great idea to freeze 

myself in Denmark.  

 

The food in Germany was so 

delicious!  My favorite has got 

to be the currywurst (you got 

it…a curry sausage).  My host 

family was very kind to keep a 

good stock of Brezeln 

(German pretzels) for me to 

eat for breakfast.  And, I have 

to say, Germany has the best 

ice cream ever – hands down!  

Because the drinking age is 16 

in Germany, I was able to 

sample many different kinds 

of German beer in very large 

glasses.  Some of them tasted 

pretty awful, but the one I 

liked the best is Weiß Bier.  

Be sure to give it a try! 

 

My experience in Germany 

was so great.  Germany is a 

wonderful country with 

wonderful people, and I would 

recommend it to anyone who 
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wants to travel.  I would 

definitely go back if I ever got 

the chance!   

 

If you speak German, look for 

me at church…I’d love to 

brush up on my language 

skills. 

 

 

 

Dan and Kate 

Miller’s Semester 

Experience in 

Washington D.C. 
By Dan Miller 

 Dear Fuller Family, 

A number of you have asked 

about what Kate and I did in 

Washington, D.C., this past 

spring so here’s a summary of 

our experience. I was directing 

the Calvin College semester 

program in the nation’s 

capital. Fifteen students, 

mostly seniors were enrolled 

in the program.  

 

The students lived in an old 

mansion—Greystone House—

that had been turned into a 

student dormitory. It was a bit 

crowded, especially the 

kitchen and dining areas, but 

the students made do. They 

liked the fact that it was right 

downtown, just a few blocks 

from Union Station and the 

Capitol building. They quickly 

became proficient in using 

local mass transit to get 

wherever they wanted.  

 

Kate and I lived in a one 

bedroom basement. It was 

about two miles from 

Greystone House which felt 

about right as far as providing 

distant supervision of the 

students. Kate and I decided to 

think of ourselves as their 

“aunt and uncle” rather than 

surrogate parents. That made 

us feel that we had a degree of 

responsibility for them 

without becoming too directly 

involved in their daily lives. 

 

From Tuesday through Friday, 

the students worked at 

internship sites all over the 

city. Some of the more 

interesting assignments were 

at the Department of Justice, 

the State Department, the 

South Korean Embassy, the 

Human Rights Campaign, and 

the Metro D.C. Police, but in 

reality they all did worthwhile 

work and all received glowing 

reports from their internship 

supervisors. 

 

I was in charge of the schedule 

on Mondays. In the morning 

we would visit organizations 

that seek to influence public 

policy from a religious point 

of view. Some of the places 

we went were the U.S. 

Catholic Bishops, the National 

Council of Churches, 

Americans United for 

Separation of Church and 

State, Bread for the World, the 

Coalition of Christian 

Colleges and Universities, the 

Islamic Center of Washington, 

and the Religious Action 

Center for Reformed Judaism. 

We heard passionate and very 

diverse views expressed by the 

representatives of these 

organizations. The visits were 

part of a class the students 

were taking on Religion in 

Public Life. 

 

On Monday evenings I held 

class in the basement of the 

students’ residence. It was 

crowded and not well 

equipped, but historians can 

teach with just a white board 

and a marker. We would 

discuss the morning’s visit and 

then turn to U.S.-Latin 

Americans Relations, another 

class the students were taking. 

As part of that class we also 

visited several embassies on 

Monday afternoons including 

the Brazilian Embassy, the 

Mexican Embassy, and the 

Cuban Interests Section which 

is soon to become an embassy. 

 

On weekends we often 

attended cultural events as a 

group. Highlights included the 

Harlem Gospel Choir, several 

great concerts at the Kennedy 

Center, and a wonderful 

performance of the musical 

“Man of La Mancha.” The 

group also took a cruise down 

the Potomac River to Mount 

Vernon, home of George 

Washington, and attended a 

Nationals baseball game at 

Navy Yard. 

 

Kate and I also hosted casual 

mid-week suppers for groups  

 



 

7 

 

 

of two and three students to 

provide them with some 

“home cooking” and a break 

from the routines at Greystone 

House. Our apartment was 

small, about 450 square feet, 

so we couldn’t have more than 

that number over at a time, 

however our landlords 

allowed us to use their patio in 

the back of the apartment for a 

semester ending party which 

was a lovely way to end our 

time together. They were truly 

a great bunch of young adults: 

they looked out for each other 

and didn’t divide up into 

cliques or exclusive groups 

and we never heard them 

complain about the work or 

the living conditions. 

Our schedule left considerable 

time for Kate and me to enjoy 

the wonderful amenities of the 

capital. I spent several half 

days in the Library of 

Congress doing research while 

Kate did a bit of volunteer 

work for a Quaker 

organization. The two of us 

visited many of the museums 

and galleries in the city. We 

also took trips to nearby 

attractions such as Thomas 

Jefferson’s home at 

Monticello, Chincoteague 

Island where the wild ponies 

live, and Gettysburg, and we 

enjoyed occasional meals in 

local restaurants. 

 

All in all, we enjoyed out time 

in Washington, D.C. 

immensely and trust that it 

was a worthwhile experience 

for the Calvin students as well.   

 

The Challenge of 

Global Outreach 

By Jay Van Bruggen 

 

Jesus last command to us was 

to make disciples of all 

nations.  He knew it was 

difficult and promised he 

would be with us as we 

obeyed.  For us at Fuller it is a 

challenge. 

 

Around the world many 

people live with people much 

like themselves: speaking the 

same language, living is 

similar dwellings, and eating 

the same kinds of foods.  For a 

Christian to enter this location 

is a challenge.  First, he must 

learn the language and a 

fluency in a new language can 

easily take two or three years  

In many parts of Asia words 

must be sung as well as 

pronounced.  Local customs 

are also important.  We pass 

an offering plate in our 

church, but the widow in the 

temple put her two mites in a 

box on her way out.  Many of 

these challenges are coming 

closer to us.  Muslims are in 

this country, and we must face 

the challenge of having 

Christians in their population 

centers. 

 

As we come nearer to our 

annual Global Outreach Week, 

remember that our 

missionaries depend upon us 

for money as well as prayers, 

letters, and other kinds of 

support.  And we should never 

forget Dubai is less than 

twenty four hours from Grand 

Rapids. 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday 

Fuller! 
 

As our church celebrates its 

90
th

 anniversary I thought I’d 

resurrect an article I wrote for 

our February 2014 Fuller Life 

with a few modifications.  I 

dug up my church anniversary 

booklets to get the following 

information.  Here is a small 

portion of information 

collected in those booklets. 

 

In 1925 the 

Christian 

Reformed 

churches 

were 

changing 

over from 

the Dutch 

language to 

the English 

language.  

Our mother 

church, Oakdale Park CRC, 

was holding 4 services a 

Sunday with two in Dutch and 

two in English with a large 

congregation, too large for one 

pastor to handle adequately.  

The solution was to form a 

committee to organize a new 

English-speaking church.  

Organization took place on 

July 17, 1925 with Rev. H. 

Schultze, pastor of Sherman 

Street Church, in charge.   

Within 3 months it had the 

plans drawn and approved. 

The first congregation
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consisted of 39 families, 16 

single members from Oakdale 

and 2 families from Sherman 

Street.  The first service was 

held in the Oakdale Christian 

School gymnasium on July 19, 

1925.  Dorothy Ibershof, one 

of our charter members, 

recalls first meeting and 

holding services in the 

Oakdale Christian gym.  The 

church sanctuary started with 

individual wood (hard!) seats.  

Later pew seating was 

installed.  

 

On August 17, 1925 a decision 

was made to buy lots on Fuller 

Avenue and Noble Street.  

Reverend E. Van Halsema was 

called and accepted the call.  

He was installed on December 

10, 1925 with his inaugural 

sermon on December 13.  His 

salary was $2,500.  The 

cornerstone laying ceremony 

was held on July 6, 1926.  

Inside  the stone is a metal box 

containing the following 

papers with the following 

information: the date of the 

organization, the names of the 

charter members, the names of 

the children baptized, the 

names of the new members, 

the name of a child that died, 

names of those who left, the 

name of the first pastor, the 

inaugural text, the names of 

the first elders and deacons, a 

brief history, names of the 

Building Committee, names of 

the architects and the 

contractors, the price of the 

building, and the program for 

the occasion the pastor spoke 

on Zechariah 3:9b.  It took 

only nine months to complete 

the new building and dedication ceremonies were held on March 2 

and 4, 1927.    

             
 

 

Fuller became the 18
th

 Christian Reformed church in Grand Rapids.  

The first service in the new building was held on March 7
th

.  The 

total cost of the building, including the lots, was $61,225.54.  The 

first yearly budget for the church was $4,900.  For the first two years 

we still used the common Communion cup, the members going to 

the Communion table in groups to partake of the sacrament.  The 

church parsonage was completed in October 1930.  

 

After 25 years the church building was considered inadequate for the 

growing congregation so plans for rearrangement of the basement 

rooms and construction of a new addition on the west end to house 

meeting rooms and classrooms were approved.  The dedication 

celebration occurred on March 8, 1951.  The completion of the new 

addition took as much time as the construction of the original 

building due to labor strikes and material shortage. 

 

In 1960, the church building was given a “face lift”, a vestibule and 

room for hanging coats was added to the front of the building. 

 

In 1965, a building committee was appointed and recommended a 

complete renovation of the sanctuary which included painting and 

decorating, remodeling the platform, installing new pews, pulpit 

furniture, new carpeting and other changes.  In 1971 the parsonage 

was completely redecorated and partially remodeled.  In 1972 a new 

redwood ceiling was put in the sanctuary replacing white tiles. 



 

9 

 

 

Carolyn Lucasse related the 

Cadet building fire in the early 

1970’s.  She told us the Cadet 

and Calvinette building 

located in the back of the 

church looked very different 

from the one we see today.  

The building had “windows, a 

fireplace, and many cupboards 

and counters in one large 

room”.  One night she 

received a call telling her the 

Youth Building was on fire!  

The firemen determined the 

building had been broken into 

and the intruders had built a 

fire in the fireplace.  No one 

was caught but the Cadet and 

Calvinettes lost all their 

supplies, tents and camping 

gear.  It took almost 10 years 

to replace it.  Some Cadet 

counselors and other men 

from the congregation rebuilt 

the building using donations. 

 

In 1996-97 the fellowship 

room and kitchen were 

refurbished, office space 

rearranged, rest rooms 

remodeled, library eliminated 

to make room for a nursery, an 

elevator installed and a portico 

installed.  In 2014 the 

fellowship room and rest 

rooms were given a complete 

makeover. 

 

In 1925 the Council consisted 

of 6 elders and 4 deacons.  In 

1975 the Council consisted of 

14 elders and 12 deacons.  

Today we have 9 elders and 

10 deacons. 

 

.    
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Book Review – 

Walking with God 

through Pain and 

Suffering 

By Dan Miller 

 

Based on the title, Walking 

with God through Pain and 

Suffering, you probably 

wouldn’t expect this book to 

be a fun read.  In fact, it’s 

much better than a fun read, 

it’s a deeply satisfying read. 

Tim Keller, the author, is 

founder of the very successful 

Redeemer Presbyterian 

Church in New York City.  He 

also authored Belief in God: 

Belief in an Age of Skepticism 

which is a carefully argued 

defense of the Christian faith.  

This book is more pastoral.  It 

provides Christians with 

Biblical resources for thinking 

about, and enduring, pain and 

suffering. 

 

The book is divided into three 

sections.  The first is 

philosophical, it deals with 

“the problem of evil” (why 

would a good and powerful 

God allow suffering?) and 

how it has been answered by 

various thinkers and religious 

traditions.  It challenges both 

the modern idea that suffering 

has no purpose and should be 

avoided at all costs and the 

stoic notion that we should 

suppress our emotions to limit 

the pain we feel.  It concludes 

that the Old and New 

Testaments provide a better, 

more balanced understanding 

of suffering than any other 

approach. 

 

The second section goes 

deeper into the Bible’s 

teaching on suffering.  Keller 

refers repeatedly to the story 

of Job which indicates that 

suffering is not always a 

punishment for sin and also 

that we may never understand 

why God allows bad things to 

happen to us.  He also focuses 

on the suffering of Jesus 

which shows us that God is 

not indifferent to our suffering 

since he himself suffered 

during his life and on the cross 

so that suffering and death 

would not be our final end.  

 

The third section offers 

practical ideas about how to 

endure pain and suffering.  He 

wisely notes that someone 

who is not suffering may think 

about the issue 

“philosophically” whereas 

someone who is currently in 

pain is struggling just to 

survive the ordeal.  He 

describes a number of helpful 

Christian practices such as 

weeping, trusting, praying, 

thanking, loving, and hoping.  

Keller illustrates these ideas 

with brief personal stories by 

Christians who have suffered 

in various ways.  None of 

them are clichéd stories with 

simple solutions.  Some don’t 

have happy endings. But their 

honest descriptions of what 

people have suffered, often 

through no fault of their own, 

and how they have survived 

and even grown rather than 

being broken by suffering 

breathes life into the 

suggestions Keller makes 

about how we should cope 

with suffering. 

 

Despite its topic, this is a 

hopeful book.  It reminds that 

suffering and pain do not have 

the last word; that in the end 

God will turn our sorrow into 

joy. 
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August Birthdays and  Anniversaries 

 

1        Mary VandenBerg, Jeanne Wierenga, Alianna Zertuche,  Rog & Dawn Cornell (1972) 

3         Michelle Stoepker 

4          Richard Rietberg 

5          Jackie Folgers 

6          Jack & Laurie Posthumus (1977)  

8          Coral Kreykes 

9          Samantha DeJong McCarron  

10         Dick & Marge Bishop (1955), Dan & Kate Miller (1974) 

11         Freda Rufli, Ray & Ann Kapteyn (1990) (M) 

13         Dale Rietberg, Liz Rozeboom  

14         Dan & Laurie Holwerda (1959) 

15         Bert & Jeanne Wierenga (1957) 

20         Deb Vander Weide 

21         Paul & Pam Slotsema (2004) 

23         Nay Htoo, Seh Htoo 

24         Lyle & Marci Phelps (1991) 

25         Henry & Emma Hunderman (1949) 

26         Bill & Sherrie Kooy (1977) 

28         John & Marlene Natelborg (1959), Michael & Elyse Jonker (2010)  

29         Penny Schering (M)  

30         Paul Braman, John & Gayle Knight (1957) 

31         Joel Van Veen 
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August 2015 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesda

y 

Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 

2 
10 am: Food 

Offering – 

God’s Love 

Collaborative 

5 pm: 

Combined 

Service at 

Calvin CRC 

3 4 
7 am-8 pm: 

Election Day  

6 pm: 

Tuesday 

Family Night 

5 6 7 8 

9 
10 am: 

Communion 

6 pm: Lessons 

& Songs 

10 11 

 

 

12 13 
7 pm: 

Council 

14 15 

16 
6 pm:  

prayer service 

17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 
6:30 pm: 

Admin 

Committee 

 

 

28 
6 pm: 

4th Friday 

Food & Fun 

29 

30 31      
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FROM 

Fuller Avenue Christian Reformed Church 

1239 Fuller Avenue, S. E.  

Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506-3248 

 

 

 

 

 
TO 


