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December Council 

Report 

By Bill Kooy, Clerk 
 

Council did not meet in 

December, but here is a brief 

update of the past month. 

 

In November, the 2018 budget 

had been presented by Bob 

Zwiers, Chair of the Finance 

Committee, to the 

Administration Committee 

and following approval this 

was presented and approved 

by Council. On December 10 

we held a Congregational 

Meeting at which the budget 

was reviewed, discussed, and 

unanimously approved by the 

congregation. The Finance 

Committee placed 

announcements regarding 

financial need in the bulletin 

as we neared year end and our 

receipts have surpassed our 

expenses for 2017. 

 

Pastor Nate has been meeting 

with the team in the search for 

the Director of Worship and 

we are encouraged to continue 

in prayer as we trust God will 

bring us the person best suited 

to help lead us forward in this 

role. He led us through the 

book of Ruth during the 

Advent season ending with the 

family friendly Christmas Eve 

and Christmas morning 

services. Pastor Morris led 

funeral services for two Fuller 

members and continues to 

faithfully visit members who 

are shut in, experiencing loss, 

or have been ill or 

hospitalized. 

 

Derek Ellens and Matt Mulder 

both assisted with the 

Mountain of Mercy and 

putting together the 

Thanksgiving Baskets. They 

also were both part of the 

planning team for our Advent 

Services as well as 

participating in these services. 

Derek reported that the Middle 

School Group finished up for 

the fall season and he is 

working on plans for the next 

season. Matt also reported 

finishing up on the successful 

Midweek Ministries program 

and is looking forward to new 

opportunities for the next 

season. Barbara Bjelland 

noted the successes of the 

Midweek Ministries program 

and is working on the plans 

for the Sunday morning 

discussion time with speakers 

lined up for 6 weeks starting 

February 11. 

 

The next meeting is January 4. 

 

 

 

 

 

HEIDELBERG CATECHISM 

Q & A 1: 

 

What is your only comfort in 

life and in death? 

 

That I am not my own, but 

belong body and soul, in life 

and in death to my faithful 

Savior, Jesus Christ.  He has 

fully paid for all my sins with 

his precious blood, and has set 

me free from the tyranny of 

the devil. 

 

He also watches over me in 

such a way that not a hair can 

fall from my head without the 

will of my Father in heaven; in 

fact, all things must work 

together for my salvation.  

Because I belong to him, 

Christ by his Holy Spirit 

assures me of eternal life and 

makes me wholeheartedly 

willing and ready from now 

on to live for him. 

 

 

 

A new day has dawned, a 

new year begun.  We enter 

this new year with hope and 

excitement.  O Lord, remind 

us that You lead us, O Lord 

guide us as we look to You, 

and worship You. 
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Hear the good news! 
There is no condemnation 
for those who are in Christ 
Jesus. 
For the law of the Spirit of 
life in Christ Jesus has set 
you free from the law of sin 
and death. 
Anyone who is in Christ is a 
new creation. 
The old life has gone; a 
new life has begun. 
Know that in Jesus, God 
embraces you, forgives 
you, and strengthens you to 
live a renewed life. 
 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
OUR Mission 

By George and Nancy 

Jasperse 
 

Imagine this scenario: 

 

You have worked your whole 

life to qualify for the job 

you’ve dreamed about.  Now 

you’ve been hired to do 

exactly what you feel called to 

do.  Your new boss shakes 

your hand, welcomes you on 

board, and then tells you that 

the company will only be able 

to pay 10% of your 

salary.  You’ll need to contact 

friends and family, and then 

look elsewhere for the other 

90%. 

What to do?  Do you sign on 

to the dream job or look for 

something else? 

 

That’s the dilemma that our 

mission workers face 

today.  They feel called to “go 

into all the world” to tell 

others of God’s love for them, 

but to do this, they need to 

plead with family and friends, 

in-laws and out-laws, 

acquaintances, and church 

family in order to raise the 

remaining 90% [actual figure 

in the CRC:  90%] of their 

salary. 

 

Not only that.  They may also 

have to leave extended family 

and settle into second- or 

third-world living conditions - 

all to do the work that they 

have dreamed of doing for 

most of their lives: reaching 

others for Christ. 

 

Here at Fuller Avenue CRC 

our Global Outreach 

Committee has worked hard to 

make us aware of the work our 

missionaries are doing and 

shared their needs so we can 

pray for them, has scheduled a 

week-long focus on missions, 

and asked for our help to 

enable them to do the work 

that they have dreamed of 

doing most of their 

lives:  sharing the gospel. 

   

The response has been tepid, 

at best.  Our commitment to 

missions is down this year by 

$12,000 and we’re going to 

have to tell people that we 

can’t help them as much as we 

used to.  How disheartening 

for those who have committed 

their lives to the work of 

missions! 

 

If you are among the 50%+ in 

our church who have not made 

a pledge to our Global 

Outreach budget - which is 

funded separately from our 

regular church budget - it’s 

not too late.  If you could 

forego dinner out once a 

month and direct that amount 

to missions…or if you could 

match the cost of a Starbucks 

latte or the equivalent of a six-

pack of craft beer once a 

week, you could help to build 

up our missions budget and 

show our twelve missionaries 

and their families that their 

calling is important to us at 

Fuller and we want to support 

them in doing that work.  It’s 

God’s work, work they are 

doing not only for Him, but 

also for us, and we are grateful 

for any sacrifices they are 

making in the process.  (And 

they see it as an opportunity, 

not a sacrifice!) 

 

You can still place your 

pledge for the coming year in 

the offering plate - or drop in a 

check for the whole year - and 

be thankful that you don’t 

have to plead with family and 

friends for 90% of your yearly 

income.  
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BRFORE YOU READ A 

BOOK: Look at the front and 

back cover and predict what 

the book will be about. 

 

 

 

 

 
2017 Fuller Avenue 

CRC Thanksgiving 

Mountains of Mercy 

Report 
By Jim Fischer, Jerry Van 

Veen, and AJ Heyboer on 

behalf of the deacons. 
 

Mountains of Mercy is a 

project of Fuller Avenue 

Church coordinated by the 

deacons for the purpose of 

collecting and distributing 

food items to church members 

and non-members in our 

neighborhood at Thanksgiving 

time.  This food offering is 

received on 3-4 Sundays prior 

to Thanksgiving with a focus 

on different food categories 

each week.  Items that are 

recommended include natural 

peanut butter, jam, canned 

fruit and vegetables, tuna, fish, 

rice, pasta, pasta sauce, 

canned soups, cereal, and 

oatmeal.  The last food 

category to be collected is the 

fresh produce.  This includes 

apples, onions, carrots, 

potatoes, etc. 

 

Turkeys, chickens and 

pumpkin pies were purchased 

at Meijer and Aldi.   Any food 

categories that need to be 

bolstered are helped out with 

purchases from Feeding 

America. 

 

The response from the people 

at Fuller Avenue who donated 

food was very encouraging.  

Many thanks go to everyone 

who contributed for this cause. 

 

The recipients are 

neighborhood people who call 

the church office, church 

members, and those Adams 

Park residents who attend our 

church activities.  The total 

number of boxes delivered this 

year was about 34.  Members 

and neighbors receiving boxes 

this year totaled 20.  Six large 

families, each, received two 

boxes.  Extra produce and 

non-perishable food was 

delivered to the Adams Park 

food pantry, available to all 

residents.  Also, 7 Meijer Gift 

Cards were given to members 

as deemed appropriate. 

 

People who helped organize 

and worked this project, other 

than deacons, include Jan Van 

Veen, Greg and Ellen Van 

Stee, Marci Phelps, Derek 

Ellens, Matt Mulder, and 

Richard Rietberg.  Please 

accept my apology if you were 

omitted.  On behalf of the 

deacons, I want to express my 

thanks to these people and all 

who contributed by donating 

food, the families and young 

people packing boxes 

Saturday morning, and the 

members delivering the boxes.  

All the help was greatly 

appreciated!  

 

 

 

Meals at Home 

Reflection 
 

Martheen Griffioen dropped 

off the winter newsletter of the 

Sunset Retirement 

Communities and Services.  

On the front page is an article 

about their involvement in 

Meals at Home.  According to 

this article Meals at Home was 

started by two orthopedic 

doctors in 1968 in their church 

as a ministry “to serve those 

recovering at home from 

surgery” and the meals were 

prepared at Blodgett Memorial 

Hospital now Spectrum Health 

Blodgett Hospital.  It became 

part of the Grand Rapids Area 

Ministries.  Grand Rapids 

Area Ministries dissolved and 

Fuller took it over.  The 

meal(s) were delivered at noon 

for a very low cost and usually 

for a short time while the 

client recovered from a 

surgery or an illness but some 

received them for longer 

periods.  There was a need for 

Meals at Home in the 

Grandville, Jenison, and 

Hudsonville area and Sunset 

Communities took on this 

ministry of providing meals in 

this area for the home-bound 

and has done it for 20 years.  

The food is prepared and 

packaged at the retirement 

community.  They currently 

have 139 volunteers who 

deliver meals every day of the 
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year, many who have served 

in this capacity for many 

years. 

 

And this from Marci Phelps, 

our Administrative Assistant 

who took part in Meals at 

Home – “Meals at Home 

started at Fuller in 1992, under 

the direction of Bert Bratt, 

when Grand Rapids Area 

Ministries disbanded.  Bert 

and Don Griffioen (Director of 

GRAM) initiated the start at 

Fuller.  Before GRAM, Meals 

at Home offices were housed 

at Trinity Lutheran Church. 

 

I was the Administrative 

Assistant, beginning in 

1992.  I would field questions 

about the program, register 

new clients, and communicate 

between clients and Blodgett 

regarding special diet requests 

and meal changes or 

cancellations.  Laurie 

Posthumus would field all the 

phone calls when she was in 

the office on Wednesdays. 

 

The last set of minutes I have 

on my computer are from 

2012. So, that leads me to 

believe that MAH disbanded 

at Fuller in late 2012/early 

2013.  Jeri Hoek was the Blue 

Route Coordinator for several 

years, and then became 

Director when Bert Bratt 

retired.  Again, I don't have an 

exact date, but I think it was 

around 2005 when Jeri started 

as Director. 

 

Tom Ippel's dad, Les, was the 

Treasurer.  He prepared the 

bills for all the clients, and 

paid Blodgett Hospital what 

they were due.  He also took 

care of all the state and federal 

filings.  Mary Ippel became 

Treasurer after Les retired.  I 

believe she served for just 

over a year or two. 

 

There were five delivery 

routes.”  Many Fuller 

members were involved in 

delivering the food to the 

clients. 

 

From the brochure: 

“Meals at Home, Inc., 

provides for the preparation 

and delivery of meals to 

persons unable to do so on 

their own.  The service can be 

provided short term or long 

term. 

 

The meals are prepared in the 

Nutrition Services Department 

at Spectrum Health, Blodgett 

Campus. 

 

Meals are delivered to the 

recipient’s home at a 

reasonable cost by volunteer 

drivers from the community. 

 

For delivery efficiency, we are 

limited to the area bounded 

by: 

 North – Three Mile 

Road 

 East – Leffingwell 

Avenue/Morningside 

Drive 

 West – Division & 

Plainfield 

 South – streets north of 

36
th

 St. 

 

Receive one meal per day (a 

hot entrée and a bag of cold 

food complements) for $3.75 

per day. 

 

Receive three meals per day 

(a hot entrée and 3 bags of 

food complements) for $6.10 

per day.  These are delivered 

at the same time. 

 

A minimum of four days of 

service is required.” 

 

 

 

 

 
The February Fuller Life 
deadline is Sunday, 
January 21, 2018 
 

 

 

 

 

JANUARY 15 IS MARTIN 

LUTHER KING, JR DAY 

Dr. Martin Luther King 

dreamed that all people were 

equal and could sit together in 

brother hood.  What does 

freedom mean to you? 

 

 

 

 

Editor’s Note: Fuller Avenue 

Christian Reformed Church 

has been in existence for 90+ 

years.  That’s a long time for 

one church to remain in the 

same location in the same 

neighborhood.  This would not 

be possible except through 

God’s grace and the many 

members who gave of their 

time and talents.  By reading 

these tributes of past members 

one can see how each member 
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has contributed to the 

longevity and vitality of this 

church.  John VandenBerg 

because of his long life and 

many years as a member of 

this church is a good example 

of a person who loved God, 

loved this church, and worked 

to see it flourish.  Thank you 

to all those past and present 

who volunteer here.  We could 

not continue without you! 

 

 

 

 
 

John VandenBerg   a 

tribute by Jack 

VandenBerg 

delivered at John’s 

memorial service on 

December 9, 2017 
 

John VandenBerg...born 1919, 

died 2017. Almost 10 decades 

of a life well lived.  There are 

a lot of words that describe my 

father...father, grandfather, 

great-grandfather, husband, 

brother, uncle, 

baby-whisperer. I can’t tell 

you how many times my dad 

would pick up one of his 

crying randkids, put a white 

cloth over his shoulder and 

break out his “Lullaby and 

good night; may you sleep like 

a baby”! 

 

Other words to describe him 

are leader, mentor, supporter, 

enfolder.  At Fuller my father 

knew everyone but paid 

particular attention to all the 

kids of the church.  Not only 

did he know their names, but 

he knew what they were 

involved in--music, drama, 

sports--and he was able to 

comment and encourage on 

those specific things to each of 

them.  Many would get hand-

written notes of 

congratulations for events well 

done or notes of 

encouragement if maybe 

things weren't going all that 

well. 

 
Other words describing him 

are welcoming and hospitable.  

Our home had frequent 

visitors. 

Visitors from international 

dignitaries to homesick 

college students who needed a 

home cooked meal and some 

assurance that they wouldn't 

be homesick forever. 

 

A few more are punctual, 

organized, efficient, effective-

meeting-facilitator.  Yet today 

I hear comments about how 

Dad would run Council 

meetings at Fuller--always 

enough time given for 

discussion and comment.  All 

had a chance to voice their 

opinion, but discussions were 

never prolonged beyond his 

statement "It is time to move 

on"! 

 
During his tenure at Calvin 

some of the words used are 

fair, committed, visionary.  It 

was during his tenure at 

Calvin that the college moved 

from the Franklin campus to 

the Knollcrest campus-- 

a huge step to the future for 

the college that resulted in the 

spectacular campus that 

Calvin now has!  He was 

instrumental in planning that 

move and in putting the 

current structure of an 

academic year in place that 

includes the interim during the 

month of January.  Dad 

wanted Calvin to hire only the 

best professors, and some of 

those were...outside of the 

Christian Reformed Church!  

Unheard of at the time but 

encouraged by my father!  

One former colleague 

described this visionary 

concept as follows and I 

quote: “John Vandenberg was 

a leader who saw all this with 

clarity and who moved 

purposefully to institutionalize 

it.  We who are heirs to that 

tradition of faithfulness and 

excellence rightly think of 

John Vandenberg as one of the 

main architects of Calvin 

College. Thank you, John.” 

 
There are so many other 

words that describe Dad 

during other aspects of his 

life: Spy--during his military 

days in the OSS.  

Commissioner--during the 

city's Urban Renewal of the 

1960s. 

Debater--when he was 

involved with CEF - Citizens 

of Educational Freedom - and 

would present the positives of 

a voucher system against 

Duncan Littlefair of Fountain 

Street church. 
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Champion--when he won the 

Kent County golf tournament 

or the local horseshoe 

tournament. 

 
Bluntly, I could go on for 

some time giving you more 

descriptive words of my 

father, but some of the words 

that are most important are: 

Christian, witness, lover-of-

the-Lord, servant-of-Jesus. 

ALL of the words describing 

my father, ALL of the things 

he did and was involved in 

were done with one 

underlying purpose--to glorify 

God!  That is truly his legacy.  

That is what he spent his 

whole life doing--finding 

ways to use his gifts to be a 

servant of God. 

 
John VandenBerg…born 

1919, died 2017. Almost 10 

decades of a life well lived.  A 

legacy of influence that will 

last for decades to come! 

Thanks, Dad! 

 

 

 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

Name one new thing that you 

would like to learn this year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1   Bob Winterhalter Jr. 

3   Jim & Paulette Fischer 
(1976) 

4   Omariya Zertuche 

7   Brandon Posthumus 

8   Sarah Witteveen 

9   Nate DeJong McCarron 

Faith Segaar 

11  Russ Rykse 

12  Audrey McIntosh 

13  Henry Schierbeek 

15  Micah Turnbull (M) 

16  Tom & Mary Ippel 
(1971) 

17  Joel Veldheer 

19  Gloria Stuit 

Carol Van Dyken (M) 

20  Lorna Krosschell  

21  Elodie Haan 

22  Ryan La 

Victor La 

25  Bob & Carolyn Zwiers 
(1964) 

26  Dennis Vander Meer 

28  Millie Dekker 

29  Amarissa Zertuche 

30  Dorothy Kuperus 

31  Karen Vander Meer  
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My silliest monster Dream Ever! 
Ask your friends to fill in the blanks but don’t let them read it before you are 

finished.  Then read them the dream story.  If you use a pencil you can erase and 
play again. 

 
 

 
 
Last night,     person        dreamed of a     odd sounding word monster who was  
 
 
taller than a               kitchen appliance.,  It looked like this: It had the ears of a            
 
 
             animal, a tail of a            another animal, and a body of a           piece of furniture.    It  

 

 

was wearing something odd like a                color            something in your basement.  He asked  

 

 

if he could sleep under my bed.  He promised not to scare me.            person  

 

 

 

 

said to the monster.  The last monster that slept under my bed kept                     

 

 
 

some kind of exercise which kept me awake all night.  When the monster heard that  

 

 

he started to cry          favorite drink tears.  So I told him he could stay  

 

 

tonight only but in the morning he must go back to his home in             

 

 
           a favorite place. 
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January 2018 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 
 

3 
 

4 
7 pm: 

Council 

5 
 

6 
 

7 
10 am: Faith 

Promise & 

Baxter Food 

Offerings 

8 
1:30 pm: 

Dig In Bible 

Study 

9 

 

10 

 

11 
 

 

12 
 

13 
7 pm: 

Pinochle 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
7 pm: 

Adams Park 

Game Night 

& Birthday 

Party – 

Group 3 

 

18 
6 pm: 

Diabetes 

Prevention 

Program 

 

19 
 

20 

 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
7 pm: Choir 

Rehearsal 

 

 

25 
6 pm: 

Diabetes 

Prevention 

Program 

 

26 
 

27 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
6:30 pm: 

Mid-Week 

Ministry Night 

31 

 

   

       

 

 

 

 

 

 



10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
FROM 

Fuller Avenue Christian Reformed Church 

1239 Fuller Avenue, S. E.  

 

 

 

 
TO 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 


