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January Council 

Report 

By Bill Kooy, Clerk 
 

Jerry VanVeen read a 

devotional by Billy Graham 

on the New Year and New 

Year’s resolutions which 

commented on turning to God 

to become the people God 

wants us to be. He opened the 

meeting with prayer. 

 

For correspondence, the 

request for transfer of his 

Ministerial Credentials for 

Matt Postma as well as Jana, 

Edan, and Thea’s church 

membership to Sherman Street 

CRC was received and the 

transfer was approved.  

 

The report from Finance 

included the October and 

November Financial Reports 

and Offering Reports. Ed 

noted that we collected more 

than our expenditures for 2017 

and we have ended the year 

with a positive balance. He 

also noted that Paul VanBeek 

reported that more pledges 

were received for Global 

Outreach following the 

Congregational Meeting and 

we have now been able to 

increase our commitment to 

the 2017 levels. We have 

much to be thankful for! 

 

Pastor Nate reported on the 

work of the Mission Driven 

Task Forces. The Sanctuary 

Remodel team will begin 

meeting in January and they 

anticipate being able to work 

through the ideas and develop 

proposals fairly quickly. The 

Hiring Team has received 5 

applications so far for the 

Director of Worship Planning 

and the position posting has 

been listed in multiple places 

including the Banner. We are 

encouraged to continue in 

prayer as we trust God will 

bring us the person best suited 

to help lead us forward in this 

role. 

  

Jerry VanVeen gave the 

Facilities report and noted that 

L&L has been very responsive 

on the snow removal and have 

done a great job of keeping the 

parking lot cleared. Jerry also 

reported that with the boiler 

replacement, we have to bring 

everything up to code 

including the chimney and hot 

water heater. The new boiler 

has been ordered and work 

will begin once it arrives. 

 

Pastor Nate led the Advent 

planning team to plan the 

Advent services and he took 

us through the book of Ruth 

during Advent. He also was 

part of leading the Raybrook 

Senior Christmas Celebration. 

He has been working with the 

mission focused task forces 

including working with the 

team to continue the search for 

the Director of Worship. He 

has met with two potential 

candidates. Pastor Morris was 

busy in December visiting 

members who are shut in, 

experiencing loss, or have 

been ill or hospitalized, and 

also helped plan and 

participated in the funeral 

service for Albert Zertuche. 

He had prepared the New 

Year’s Eve service but 

unexpectedly ended the year 

with a brief hospital stay, 

coming back home on January 

1. He and Alice thank God for 

His care and express thanks to 

the Fuller family for their 

prayers, visits, and concern. 

 

Matt Mulder stepped in on 

short notice to lead the New 

Year’s Eve service for Pastor 

Morris. Kent Sanders has been 

focusing on the Face2Face 

ministry and was part of 

planning the Advent services. 

He has been participating in 

leading the liturgy as part of 

the morning services. Barbara 

Bjelland has been working 

with the Faith Formation 

committee to develop the 

programming for all ages; 

Nursery, Children’s Worship 

for 3 year olds to Second 

Grade, Third to Fifth Graders, 

Middle School and High 

School, and adults. Plans have 

been put together for the 

Spring Midweek Faith 

Formation programming 

starting with a dinner on 

January 30, program dates 
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February 6 through March 20, 

and ending with a dinner on 

March 27. 

 

Pat DeVries reported that 

there were a number of 

benevolence requests over the 

past month and we are grateful 

that we are able to help those 

in our community in need. We 

still have a good balance in the 

benevolence fund and are 

thankful for the continued 

support of our congregation. 

 

Ed noted that the process has 

begun for reconstituting 

Council. The full list of Fuller 

members eligible for the office 

of Elder and for Deacon is 

being put together and will go 

out before the end of the 

month. We will be asking for 

the congregations input for 

nominees from that list.  

 

Care Group Elder and Deacon 

Teams met together to discuss 

their Care Groups. 

 

The next meeting is February 

8. 
 

Editor’s Note: Here is an 

explanation of the Face2Face 

Ministry from Kent Sanders: 

“Face2Face is a ministry I'm 

trying to start at Fuller. 

Basically the idea is to 

interview people in the 

neighborhood and hear their 

story and post it to the 

face2face website where 

others can read about it. The 

idea is to build community 

through the sharing of stories 

of what it’s like to live in the 

neighborhood. This is the 

working website for 

now https://face2faceatfuller.

wixsite.com/mysite. The idea 

was taken from "Humans of 

New York" if you are familiar 

with that.” 

 

 

 

 
Fuller Ave CRC Care 

Groups 
 

At its November 2017 

meeting, the council instructed 

an ad hoc committee to 

provide more clarity as to the 

purpose of the care groups.  

This committee was asked to 

look at the council handbook, 

gather information from the 

pastors and make 

recommendations for action 

going forward.  The 

committee’s report was 

submitted and approved at the 

January 2018 council meeting.   

 

In summary, the council 

approved the following: 

 

A. Overriding principles: 
 

     1. Care groups are 

comprised of current formal 

members of Fuller Ave. CRC. 

     2. The purposes of care 

groups are to help members 

minister to each other and to 

enfold new members to the 

group after they join Fuller 

Ave. CRC. 

     3. The primary task of the 

elder/deacon leadership team 

is to be the liaison between the 

church and individual 

members of their care group.  

They are to personalize the 

concern of Christ’s church 

when members experience 

significant events in life. 

 

B.  Recommendations based 

on those principles: 
 

     1. Revise a phrase in the 

council handbook from “Care 

group activities for all ages” to 

read “Participation in a care 

group.” 

     2. Maintain elder and 

deacon care group 

responsibilities as outlined in 

the council handbook.  

     3. Involve elder/deacon 

teams in the enfolding of new 

members through membership 

process meetings, small group 

invitations, encouraging and 

channeling active participation 

and assessing assimilation. 

     4. Care groups meet at least 

once annually, preferably in 

the fall. 

     5. Implementation of the 

Adams Park game nights be 

assigned by the Community 

Life committee. 

     6. Clarification of the 

process that welcomes and 

assigns new members to care 

groups. 

 

The rationale for these 

recommendations is they align 

the functions of the care 

groups with the overriding 

principles.  It is our prayer that 

these recommendations will 

more clearly define the goals 

and expectations of care 

groups and their leadership 

teams, build up the body of 

https://face2faceatfuller.wixsite.com/mysite
https://face2faceatfuller.wixsite.com/mysite
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Christ and give glory to God.  

Your comments and questions 

are welcome. 

 

On behalf of the council, 

Bruce Engbers 

 

 

 

New Exhibit at the 

Gathering Place 

By John Chapin 
 

The Worship and Arts 

Committee is pleased offer a 

new exhibit of textile arts in 

the Gathering Place. Stop by 

and enjoy the work of Grand 

Rapids quilter Dorothy 

Huizinga on display through 

the month of February. Here's 

what Dorothy says about her 

work: 

 

"I have always enjoyed 

sewing and needlework, but 

about twenty-five years ago a 

friend at work introduced me 

to quilting.  Since then, it has 

been a wonderful opportunity 

to express my creativity.  I 

can’t wait to make the next 

quilt – in fact, I am usually 

working on two or three quilts 

at the same time.  I have 

probably made well over a 

hundred quilts by now. Most 

of them are given to family or 

friends and I try to donate 

many each year to the 

neonatal unit at Spectrum 

Health.  I especially love 

making scrap quilts, where I 

use as many fabrics as 

possible.  It always delights 

me to see how such a diverse 

array of fabrics can combine 

to make a beautiful quilt. It 

reminds me of Madison 

Square – God has brought 

such a diverse group of people 

together to form our beautiful 

church." 

 

 

 

Tuesday Mid-Week 

Ministry Nights 
 

Plan to join your neighbors 

and church members on 

Tuesdays as we begin another 

8 weeks of fellowship and 

sharing the good news of 

Jesus starting on January 30 

with a dinner and ending on 

March 27 with another dinner.  

In between those dates there 

will be activities for ages 

Kindergarten through adult 

starting at 6:30 pm.  High 

School students and adults 

have the privilege of studying 

Timothy Keller’s study book, 

Gospel in Life: Grace 

Changes Everything.  As the 

title suggests it is designed to 

help you and your group study 

the gospel as it relates to the 

world you live in and to 

prepare for the world to come.  

You will learn how the gospel 

can change your heart, your 

community, and how you live 

in the world.  

 

 

 

February Birthdays & 
Anniversaries 

1  Maria Lara 

Mitogo Opira & Fran Mavindi 

(1992) 
 

3  Sherrie Brown 
 

4  Connie Scheurwater 
 

5  Brian Turnbull (M) 
 

6  Ruth Romeyn, Julian 

Markiewicz  
 

7  Jana (Veldheer) Hoglund 
 

8  Patt Van Vels 
 

9  Gary & Patt Van Vels 

(1968) 
 

11 Jack Posthumus 
 

12 Marlene Natelborg 
 

14 Jeff Bolthouse 
 

15 Joan Stuursma, Casey Ter 

 Haar 
 

16 Marilyn Braman 
 

17 Miki De Windt, Mary Ippel 
 

19 Christian Posthumus 
 

20 Laura (Kooy) Knauf  
 

21 Eric Schering (M), Capone 

Zertuche 
 

22 Andrea Rowland 

  

24 Barbara Bjelland, Becky 

Dunne, Fran Mavindi, Sharon 

Segaar-King 
 

25 Maxine Jansz (M) 
 

26 Daryl Van Dyken (M) 
 

27 Brian Bode, Jossiah Seng 
 

28 Charles Jansz (M) 
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February 2018 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 

6 pm: 

Diabetes 

Prevention 

Program 

2 3 

4 
10 am: 

SECOM food 

offering & 

Faith Promise 

 

Super Bowl 

Party 

 

5 
 

6 
6:30 pm: 

Mid-Week 

Ministries 

 

7 
 

8 
6 pm: 

Diabetes 

Prevention 

Program 

 

7 pm: 

Council 

9 

 
 

10 
7 pm: 

Pinochle 

 

11 
11:30 am: 

Congrega-

tional Faith 

Formation 

 

12:15 pm: 

New to Fuller 

Lunch 

 

12 13 
6:30 pm: 

Mid-Week 

Ministries 

 

14 

 

15 
6 pm: 

Diabetes 

Prevention 

Program 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
10 am: Lord’s 

Supper 

 

11:30 am: 

Congrega-

tional Faith 

Formation 

 

 

19 

 

20 
6:30 pm: 

Mid-Week 

Ministries 

 

21 
 

22 
6 pm: 

Diabetes 

Prevention 

Program 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
11:30 am: 

Congrega-

tional Faith 

Formation 

 

26 27 
6:30 pm: 

Mid-Week 

Ministries 

 

28 
7 pm: Admin 

Committee 
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