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August Council 

Report 

By Bill Kooy, Clerk 
 

Morris Greidanus read 

Proverbs 10:16 and noted our 

natural tendency to make 

judgments about the poor. He 

noted that it is important not to 

be judgmental and 

complemented our Deacons 

on work that they do with our 

community. He opened the 

meeting with prayer. 
 
Ed Stuursma welcomed Dan, 

Carrie, Henry, and Zander 

Elzinga to the meeting. They 

live in our neighborhood and 

they were founders of the 

popular “Beer and Hymns” 

which takes place on the 

fourth Tuesday of the month 

at Last Chance Bar. Their 

membership comes to us from 

The Branch, an RCA church 

on 28
th

 Street near Eastern 

Avenue. After a welcome 

from all, Daryl Vriesenga 

offered a prayer 

 
From the Administration 

Committee we received the 

minutes of the June and July 

meetings. These listed updates 

from the various committees, 

but since these did not list any 

Council action items, these 

were accepted for information 

and the updates from the 

committees were discussed 

during the committee reports 

for Council. 

 
The update from Finance 

indicated that at the end of 

June, the Fuller Ministries 

Fund and Christian Education 

Fund had receipts 9.71% 

ahead of last year and our 

receipts are ahead of our 

expenses. Many thanks go to 

Terry Idema for his years of 

service as Treasurer. Paul Van 

Beek has now taken on this 

position. 

 
The Strategic Ministry 

Planning Team (SMPT) has 

completed their task with an 

articulated mission, goals, and 

strategy as outlined in the 

document approved by 

Council and affirmed by the 

congregation. The document 

Fuller Avenue CRC Strategic 

Ministry Planning Team 

Recommended Transition 

Process and Timeline was 

reviewed in Council and a 

motion was made, supported, 

and carried to form five focus 

teams to continue to develop 

the recommended transition 

process and timeline. 

Oversight of these teams will 

be the responsibility of the 

Administration Committee. 

Many thanks to the SMPT 

Team – Ken Bratt, Nate 

DeJong McCarron, Lindy 

Feyen, Jim Krosschell, 

Simeon Rowland, Jan Van 

Veen, and Jack Lynn – for all 

the work they have put in to 

this process. Pray continually 

as we seek God’s will as these 

teams are formed and as they 

work on the next steps for His 

church and how we minister to 

each other and the 

neighborhood here at Fuller. 

 
The Faith Formation team has 

been working on the 

development of the fall 

program for Tuesday Night 

Family Nights and this is well 

under way. Neighborhood 

Outreach reported that we 

have been averaging over 200 

attendees each week for the 

Tuesday Family Nights 

program and this has been 

going very well. There are 3 

weeks remaining. Many 

thanks to all the volunteers 

who help out each week and to 

Jan Van Veen and Matt 

Mulder who have worked on 

putting this together.  

 
The update form the Worship 

Team is that we have had a 

number of applicants for the 

Director of Worship and Care. 

The interview team has been 

working on going through the 

applicants and will eventually 

narrow this down to 4 to 

continue the interview 

process. The final steps of the 

process will differ if the 

individual candidate is 

ordained or not. 

 
Pastor Nate has been walking 

us through the book of 

Romans with the Thrive series 

which will take us through 
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Labor Day. Administratively 

he has been busy working 

with the Outreach Committee 

and Faith Formation as well as 

the work with the SMPT and 

Jack Lynn. He has been 

pursuing candidates for the 

Director of Worship and Care 

and we have had 11 applicants 

for the position. Pastor Morris 

has been part of a number of 

services in July and continues 

to faithfully visit members that 

are shut in or have been 

hospitalized. 

 
Barbara Bjelland has been 

working on the fall 

programming for Children in 

Worship and Tuesday Night 

Family Night. Our interns, 

Matt Mulder and Derek Ellens 

are working on plans for the 

Middle School program and 

Boy’s Club for Tuesday 

nights.  

 
Care Group Elder and Deacon 

Teams met together to discuss 

their Care Groups. 

 
The next meeting is 

September 7. 

 

 

 

The 2017 Global 

Leadership Summit 
“It is in brokenness sometimes 

that we understand what it 

truly means to lead” Bryan 

Stevenson, one of the 

speakers. 

 

The Global Leadership 

Summit is a two-day event 

sponsored by the Willow 

Creek Association which was 

founded in 1992 and takes 

place every August.  They are 

“convinced that leadership is 

critical to church vitality, (the 

Summit) helps Christians 

grow in their leadership, and 

the influence and impact of 

the church is felt most fully 

when Christ-centered leaders 

are at the forefront of 

establishing and growing well-

led local churches and 

organizations” (website).  It is 

telecast live from Willow’s 

campus near Chicago to more 

than 600+ locations in North 

America and 128 countries in 

60 languages. 

 

This year The Global 

Leadership Summit was held 

on August 10-11.  It included 

14 speakers.  Twelve people 

from Fuller attended the 

satellite location of Kentwood 

Community Church.  Susan 

Lucasse, one of the attendees, 

reflects on the The Global 

Leadership Summit: 

 

This past month, twelve from 

the Fuller Family had the 

excitement of attending the 

Global Leadership Summit put 

on by Willow Creek 

Association.  As Pastor Nate 

described it in his invitation 

email, “The Global Leadership 

Summit, or GLS, is one of the 

premier leadership 

conferences offered in both 

the for-profit and non-profit 

world. The GLS stretches 

across the world via satellite 

sites into 128 countries and is 

presented in 60 languages. 

The faculty this year comes 

from a wide sector of both the 

business and the non-profit 

world. This is your 

opportunity to join 400,000 

leaders in learning from some 

of the sharpest and 

experienced minds in the 

leadership world.”  The group 

from Fuller joined the summit 

at “Site #14” - Kentwood 

Community Church.  Eighteen 

of the 775 sites were in 

Michigan where summit 

participants gathered at 

churches, community centers, 

a university and a correctional 

facility.   

 

The Fuller Group was 

comprised of Pastor Nate, 

Marilyn Braman, Ken Bratt, 

Sam DeJong McCarron, Miki 

DeWindt, Dave DeWindt, 

Derrek Ellens, Carrie Elzinga, 

Susan Lucasse, Matt Mulder, 

Marci Phelps, and Caryl 

VanderVort. Pastor Nate’s 

objective for our time was to 

“improve the leadership 

capacity [of Fuller Ave CRC]” 

and so to “improve our 

ministry as a church.”  Over 

the two days we had seven 

sessions and thirteen speakers. 

The Grand Rapids born 

Christian comedian Michael 

Jr, various singing groups and 

short presentations about 

business making a difference 

provided transitions between 

speakers.  After each session 

The Fuller group met to share 

our impressions from the talks 

and discuss what we thought 

was pertinent to the body at 

Fuller.  We had some 

interesting discussions about 

work place courtesy codes and 
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employee performance 

reviews among other things. 

 

The speakers, each of them 

excellent, were a diverse 

group.  This diversity was 

seen in age, nationality, 

gender, education level and 

focus.  Rev Bill Hybels led off 

the summit and during this 

talk re-iterated GLS’ common 

themes “Everyone wins when 

a leader gets better,” “Our 

highest value is humility" and 

the title for this year’s 

conference – “Everyone has 

Influence.”  

 

One theme that popped up in a 

number of presentations was 

the idea of taking time to 

reflect and not just push on 

and on being consumed with 

busyness.  This is good advice 

for everyone, and time for 

believers to be attentive to 

God.  Gary Haugen, of 

International Justice Mission 

(IJM), told of how every work 

day at IJM starts with 30 min 

of stillness where the staff is 

paid to “prepare their 

interiors” and “be attentive to 

God.”  Bill Hybels, founder of 

Willow Creek, encouraged us 

all to take “15 minutes in a 

chair” reading and reflecting.  

Juliet Funt, founder of 

Whitespace at Work, spoke 

about the need to incorporate 

“strategic pauses” between 

tasks to defeat “business 

without thoughtfulness.”  

Sheryl Sandberg, COO of 

Facebook, encouraged us to 

adopt one of her habits - 

taking time just before sleep to 

name three things that brought 

joy during the day.   

 

It was a jam-packed, 

interesting and challenging 

two days and hard to 

summarize in a short article.  

Please ask those of us who 

attended what our personal 

highlights are – you’re sure to 

get varied answers from each 

of us and so a good view of 

the power of these meetings.  

The work continues to take 

these ideas and apply them to 

our leading at Fuller and other 

spheres. 

 

 

 

Tuesday Family Nights 

By Matthew Mulder 
 

First of all, I’d like to say a 

huge thank you to all of the 

volunteers and people that 

made TFN go smoothly. We 

literally could not have done it 

without you. This year for 

Tuesday Family Nights, we 

had a decently diverse bill of 

entertainment. We started 

things off in late June with and 

Ice Cream Social, then starting 

the second Tuesday in July we 

had The Critter Barn’s Farm 

On The Go, DJ Integrity, 

Kevin Kameraad, National 

Night Out, Atrevidos 

Norteños, The Manhattan 

Project, and Big Top on the 

Black Top. All told, that’s 

over 1,000 hotdogs/brats 

served over the summer.  
 

Every week, I was encouraged 

to see how the members of our 

congregation were interacting 

with people from the 

neighborhood during dinner 

and entertainment, both with 

people that they already knew 

and people that they were just 

beginning relationships with. I 

was told as I was beginning to 

plan out this summer’s TFN 

with Derek that come Tuesday 

night, the events run like a 

well-oiled machine, and those 

words have held true every 

week. Seriously, thank you to 

everyone who helped in any 

way, whether that’s in 

preparing food in the kitchen, 

setting up tables and chairs, 

serving, grilling, registration, 

crafts, snow cones, basketball, 

helping to tear down at the end 

of the night, or showing up 

and interacting with our 

neighbors. Thank you for 

making these Tuesday Family 

Nights a good time for 

everyone who showed up, and 

it’s my prayer that the 

relationships started or 

furthered at TFN will carry on 

past this summer. 

 

 

 

F.A.S.T. Friends 

Announcement 
By Carole Korfker 

 

In the spring, the F.A.S.T. 

committee notified Fuller's 

Administration committee that 

all of its members were 

retiring and that we would no 

longer organize events for 

senior members. This was 

based on low interest in events 

offered.  

 

Also, we recently received the 

following news from 
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Plymouth Heights CRC 

Yesterday's Kids: "Dear 

Seniors of area churches, we 

want to let you know that we 

will NOT be continuing our 

monthly meals and programs 

for seniors at Plymouth 

Heights CRC this season. 

Thank you for joining us often 

in past years. We have 

appreciated your interest and 

participation in our 

fellowship." 

 

F.A.S.T. records indicate the 

group began in the year 2000 

by Phil & Carolyn Lucasse and 

George & Nancy Jasperse and 

later taken over by Bill & 

Carole Korfker, Vern & Ann 

Laninga and Connie 

Scheurwater. Many fun and 

interesting outings were 

enjoyed during these years and 

we, too, appreciate your 

interest. 

 

 

 

Green Sprawl 

Community Garden is 

Thriving 

By Marilyn Braman 
 

Green Sprawl Community 

Garden is thriving! With the 

heat and humidity, our 

vegetable plants have 

exploded!  Each week as we 

meet, we spend about 15-20 

minutes weeding and chatting. 

Then we pull out old plants, if 

needed, and then plant new 

seeds.  At the end of our 

session we walk around the 

garden, harvest what we can, 

and then distribute the produce 

among us. 

Jenny (our Urban Roots instructor) has taught us about composting, 

how to tressle some plants, and how to "pick" basil, for example, 

without pulling the whole plant.  It is delightfully surprising how 

quickly the summer squash grows....in the morning they are still 

small, and by evening they need to be picked!! 

 

We average about 6 workers....we have neighbors who are attending 

our Fuller Family Night activities come by the garden to see what is 

going on, and often we share something from the garden with them. 

       

Thank you to World Renew and FAMAS for helping us to put new 

energy into our community garden! 

 

 

 

 
 

The Fuller Women’s Softball Team 

By Marilyn Braman 
 

The Fuller Women's softball team ended the season with a 0-10 

record....not good at all this year, but we had lots of fun!( Well, yea, 

it would have been more fun if we had won a few!)  We had some 

new players, some with no softball playing experience, and had 

many different churches represented on the team.  In the picture, the 

fists stand for the big ZERO wins...Jeanne Zwiers idea...but notice 

the cool team shirts, so at least we looked great! 

 

A huge thank you to Terry Idema, Henry Schierbeek, Ed Stuursma, 

and Jerry Van Veen for sponsoring us once again....sorry to 

disappoint you, but we'll try again next year!! 
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Global Outreach 

By Jay Van Bruggen 
 

All of us are familiar with 

Jesus last words on this earth: 

“Go into all the world and 

preach the gospel to all 

creation” Mark 16:15. 

 

For most of us, going into all 

the world to preach the gospel 

is difficult.  We like our old 

familiar places, friends, and 

neighbors who are much like 

ourselves and speak our 

language.  This past week 

Fuller Avenue Church lost one 

of our members, Fran Van 

Baak.  She and her husband 

Ed had been members of 

Fuller Avenue CRC for many 

years.  But I miss Ed and will 

now miss Fran, so I would like 

to write about my friends and 

heroes. 

 

Ed and I met for the first time 

when my wife and I were 

leaving for China for the first 

time.  He had come to wish 

well to all of the English 

Language Institute people who 

were leaving for teaching in 

China.  Although I had been 

away from the CRC for thirty 

years, he ate and prayed with 

us.  When we decided to 

return for a second year he 

arranged some financial help 

which we needed. 

 

Ed and Fran had lived through 

a number of crises.  He and 

Fran were in China when the 

nation was in turbulence and 

civil war.  They left during 

this time when the United 

States evacuated its citizens.  

Fran and their child were 

placed on a ship leaving 

Shanghai with other women 

and children.  She was at sea 

and back in the states for six 

months before she knew what 

happened to Ed.  He was alone 

in China when the Red Army 

seized the city.  They did not 

give up, but returned to Japan 

where they spent many years.  

He and Fran also lived in 

Afghanistan for several years 

for the Christian Reformed 

Church.  They also live in 

Hong Kong for a while and he 

spoke to me once about a visit 

to South Korea for the CRC. 

 

Ed and Fran knew what “Go 

into all the world…” meant.  

They will be missed on this 

earth. 

 

 

 

 
In Memory of Dorothy 

Ibershof, 1921 – 2017 
By Connie Scheurwater 

 

Dorothy Ibershof, the last 

surviving charter member of 

Fuller Avenue Church, passed 

away on July 26, 2017 at the 

age of 96.  Dorothy was a 

resident of Holland 

Home/Raybrook, where she 

spent her last years in the 

nursing area of the home.  Her 

life was celebrated at a 

memorial service at Raybrook 

Manor Chapel on August 2, 

2017.  The following article 

about Dorothy was printed in 

the April 2013 issue of Fuller 

Life.  It is reprinted here in 

her memory. 

 

Dorothy Ibershof has the 

distinction of being the only 

member of Fuller Ave Church 

who has been a member for 

the entire span of the church’s 

history.  She has faithfully 

attended both morning and 

evening worship services 

during those years until very 

recently.  Since she has 

developed walking 

difficulties, she is now unable 

to attend worship services.  

Dorothy has been active in 

many areas of the church’s 

ministry.  She believes that 

Fuller Avenue Church has had 

some outstanding pastors 

through the years of its 

history, and feels that she has 

learned a lot from each one.   

 

John and Rena Ibershof, 

Dorothy’s parents, were 

formerly members of LaGrave 

Ave. CRC, and they joined the 

group that established Fuller 

Ave Church in 1925.  They 

lived at 1014 Cooper Ave., so 

the church was a convenient 

location for them.  In the 

beginning the church met in 

the gym at Oakdale Christian 

School.  When the building 

was first built the seating was 

individual hard wood seats.  
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Dorothy recalls that when the 

pews were installed, they were 

a welcome addition.  From 

those early years, Dorothy has 

a copy of the church budget 

for 1929, which states the 

pastor’s yearly salary as 

$2,600 and the total budget as 

$7,782.  That year the church 

had a membership of 91 

families. 

 

Dr. George Goris was the 

pastor during Dorothy’s 

growing up years.  She found 

him to be an inspiring 

catechism teacher.  The 

highlight of each year was a 

hike with the catechism class 

to the “poor farm” on 32
nd

 

Street near Plaster Creek, 

where they enjoyed a hot dog 

roast and picnic lunch.  Dr. 

Goris was especially fond of 

hot dogs!  Dorothy was also a 

member of KYB (Know Your 

Bible) Girls’ Society.  During 

the years of World War II, one 

of their projects was to write 

letters to cheer the boys in 

service and sending packages 

of goodies to the service men.  

Incidentally, over 100 Fuller 

Ave. members served in the 

armed forces during the war. 

 

An incident that Dorothy 

clearly remembers took place 

during the time that Dr. John 

Weidenaar served as pastor at 

Fuller.  Dr. Weidenaar was on 

vacation but sitting in the 

audience on a Sunday morning 

while Dr. Henry Schultze, 

president of Calvin College, 

was preaching.  During his 

sermon, Dr. Schultze suddenly 

collapsed and suffered a 

stroke.  Dr. Weidenaar went to 

the pulpit and continued the 

service by preaching an 

impromptu masterful sermon 

on Romans 8.  Dr. Weidenaar 

was an expert on the book of 

Romans. 

 

Following her high school 

years, Dorothy began working 

at Michigan Bell Telephone 

Company.  She worked for 

Michigan Bell for over 45 

years until her retirement.  She 

began as a long distance 

operator (at that time long 

distance calls had to be made 

through an operator) and later 

worked in management.  She 

spent a number of years 

working for the company in 

both Kalamazoo and Detroit.  

During her time away, she 

usually returned to Grand 

Rapids on weekends, and 

continued to attend worship 

services at Fuller Ave.  

Dorothy recalls that with her 

busy working schedule, she 

did not have many 

opportunities to take part in 

church activities.  Later she 

spent a number of years 

teaching Sunday School, 

participating in Ladies’ 

Fellowship Society, and 

helping to serve Wednesday 

evening church suppers along 

with Carolyn Lucasse. 

 

Dorothy enjoys travel, and has 

visited many places in this 

country as well as foreign 

countries.  Her travels have 

taken her to Israel (twice), 

Turkey and the area of the 

seven churches of Revelation, 

People’s Republic of China, 

Europe (three times), Middle 

East, Mexico, and Canada.  

She has also taken many bus 

excursions within the USA. 

 

Dorothy has been a resident of 

Raybrook/Holland Home for 

the past several years.  She has 

outlived three younger 

siblings, and has fourteen 

nieces and nephews.  Until 

recently she has been an active 

member of the morning 

Women’s Bible Study at 

Fuller Ave.  She participates 

in a number of activities at 

Raybrook, including working 

in the store in Estates I.  She 

enjoys reading, doing 

crossroad puzzles, and 

Sudoku.  We thank God for 

her long life of service in the 

church and community. 

 

 

 

 
In Memory of Fran Van 

Baak, 1923 – 2017 

By Connie Scheurwater 
 

Frances Van Baak, longtime 

member of Fuller Avenue 

Church, passed away on 

August 13, 2017, at the age of 

94.  Fran was a resident of 

Holland Home/Breton 

Terrace, where she and her 

husband Ed moved in 2004, 

and where her funeral service 

took place on August 17, 
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2017.  The Van Baaks’ lives 

were marked by missionary 

service in Asia, and they were 

responsible for recruiting a 

number of Fuller Avenue 

Church members for teaching 

English in China.  The 

following article about Fran 

was printed in the March 2013 

issue of Fuller Life and is 

reprinted here in her memory.

  

On Sunday, January 20 the 

congregation joined with Fran 

Van Baak and her family 

following the morning 

worship service to celebrate 

her 90
th

 birthday with a 

delicious piece of cake.  Fran 

has been a member of Fuller 

Avenue Church for many of 

those 90 years, and still 

worships regularly with us.  

Her connection with the 

church goes back to her 

college days.  

 

As a freshman Calvin College 

student, Fran Ribbens, from 

Sheboygan, Wisconsin, 

worked for room and board 

for a family that lived on 

Bates St SE.  Her older sister, 

Anita, also a Calvin student, 

worked for another family on 

the same street.  On Sundays 

the sisters attended Fuller Ave 

Church, which was within 

walking distance.  When the 

doctor that she was working 

for was called into military 

service in 1942, the Pete 

Dielemans family from Fuller 

Ave Church opened their 

home to Fran so she could 

complete her freshman year.  

Eventually, Fran met another 

Calvin student, Ed Van Baak, 

from Detroit, Michigan.  As 

they planned to spend their 

lives together, their plans 

included a career as foreign 

missionaries. As a child of 

eight or nine, Ed was 

influenced by a visiting 

missionary from China, Tena 

Holkeboer, who visited his 

church, and he decided at that 

time that he wanted to be a 

missionary to China.  Fran’s 

mother had had a desire to be 

a missionary herself, and also 

hoped that one of her children 

would be a missionary.   

 

In college, Fran prepared to be 

a teacher and Ed prepared for 

the ministry.  Fran taught at 

Southwest Christian School 

while Ed finished seminary.  

They were married in 1947.  

In 1948, Ed graduated from 

Calvin Theological Seminary 

in a ceremony held at Fuller 

Ave Church, and was ordained 

into the ministry of the 

Christian Reformed Church.  

A few months later, Ed and 

Fran were bound for language 

school in China.  At that time, 

missionaries usually had only 

one calling and supporting 

church and theirs was 14
th

 

Street Christian Reformed 

Church in Holland.  However, 

Fran recalls that Fuller Ave 

members were always 

supportive, even if the church 

was not their official calling 

church. 

 

After only two months at 

language school in Beijing, 

the Van Baaks were evacuated 

to Shanghai due to the 

advance of the Communist 

armies.  Their son Andy was 

born in March, and four weeks 

later Fran and the baby were 

among the women and 

children evacuated by the US 

Navy, as the fall of Shanghai 

was imminent.  Ed stayed 

behind, hoping that things 

would improve after the 

takeover, but after six months 

it was apparent that no 

missionary activity would be 

allowed, so he reluctantly left 

China also.  There was no 

mail service during that time 

so Fran was happy when he 

returned home.  He accepted a 

call to the Bauer MI CRC, and 

they had a happy year in the 

parsonage there.  Their 

daughter Shirley was born 

during that year.  But soon 

they were recruited to begin a 

new mission in Japan, and 

they spent the next eighteen 

years in that field from 1951 

to 1969.  Three more children 

were born during that time.  

Fran home schooled her 

children for a few years before 

they moved to Tokyo, where 

the children could attend the 

Christian Academy.  Fran was 

active in the PTA and also 

volunteered to teach first 

grade when no teacher was 

available in 1968.  During 

furloughs, the Van Baaks 

lived in a mission house on 

Oakhill Ave SE and attended 

Fuller Ave Church.  Fran’s 

sister and brother-in-law, 

Anita and Bert Bratt, were 

members at Fuller, as well as 

their parents, Theunis and 

Gertrude Ribbens, who moved 

to Grand Rapids from 

Sheboygan, in 1951. 
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In 1969 the family returned to 

Grand Rapids and eventually 

bought a home on Cambridge 

SE.  At that time Fuller Ave 

officially became their church 

home and Ed’s ministerial 

credentials were transferred to 

Fuller Ave.  Ed received an 

appointment from the CRC 

Board of Foreign Missions 

(later called CRC World 

Missions) to serve in the 

Grand Rapids office, and in 

1970 helped to plan a 

celebration marking 50 years 

of CRC foreign missionary 

service.  The Board appointed 

him as Asia Secretary, 

overseeing all the 

denominational mission fields 

in Asia.  This position 

required him to make frequent 

trips to Asia.   Fran often 

accompanied Ed on these 

trips. 

 

Along with raising her family 

and working at the Grand 

Rapids Public Library, Fran 

completed a master’s degree 

program in Library Science at 

the University of Michigan in 

1973.  That same year her son 

David graduated from Calvin 

College, her son Tom 

graduated from Grand Rapids 

Christian High School and 

daughter Ruth graduated from 

Oakdale Christian School.  

Fran also served a term as 

board member at Reformed 

Bible College (Kuyper 

College), and served as Bible 

study leader for Ladies 

Fellowship and Mary & 

Martha societies.  Ed and Fran 

both served on the original 

Mission Emphasis Committee 

(now Global Outreach) at 

Fuller and were members for 

several years.  They also 

served the International 

Church in Kabul, Afghanistan 

for a few months, their first 

experience in a Muslim 

context.  

 

As the “icing on the cake” of 

their career in foreign 

missions, Ed and Fran had an 

amazing opportunity to return 

to China.  China’s leaders had 

begun to sense the need to 

provide their citizens with 

opportunities to study English, 

and this country that had not 

welcomed foreigners for many 

years, welcomed individuals 

from other countries to teach 

English to their university 

students.  A number of CRC 

individuals accepted positions 

as English teachers in China.  

Ed was appointed by the 

Board of World Missions as a 

supervisor for these teachers.  

Ed and Fran moved to Hong 

Kong where they lived for 

four years.  They held retreats 

for the teachers, participated 

in their training and 

debriefing, and visited them in 

their schools throughout  

mainland China.  Fran kept 

busy corresponding with the 

people back home that 

supported these teachers in 

their mission.  During the 

1989 “Tiananmen Square 

Incident” in Beijing, Ed 

assisted with evacuating 

teachers from China. 

 

Ed and Fran’s retirement years 

found them back in Grand 

Rapids.  Ed served for five 

years as Foreign Student 

Advisor at Calvin Theological 

Seminary, and Fran 

volunteered weekly at Breton 

Manor, serving at the 

reception desk and playing 

piano for their worship 

services.  Ed preached 

occasionally at Fuller Ave and 

other churches, and served one 

term as elder.  They traveled 

to visit their children and 

grandchildren who live in 

different parts of the country.  

Fran remained active in 

Ladies’ Fellowship Society 

 

Ed and Fran moved to Breton 

Terrace/Holland Home as Ed 

began to experience a number 

of health issues.  He passed 

away in 2007, a few months 

before his and Fran’s 60
th

 

wedding anniversary.  In 2009 

Fran was involved in a serious 

auto accident, after which she 

spent several months 

recuperating.  Thankfully, she 

has recovered from that 

experience, and she especially 

appreciated the support of 

Fuller Ave members during 

her long period of 

rehabilitation.  Today she 

continues with her lifelong 

hobby of writing poetry, is an 

avid reader, and sings with the 

Breton Woods choir.  Fran’s 

sister, Anita Bratt, her 

nephew, Ken Bratt, and her 

niece, Sharon Rietberg, are 

also Fuller members.  We 

thank God for Fran’s presence 

in our congregation, and we 

pray for many more years in 

which she will be part of our 

fellowship. 
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2   Carole Korfker 

4   Rose Prins 

3   AJ & Jenny Heyboer (2010)         

5   Jenny Heyboer,  Norah Heyboer, Becky 
Van Wyk  

Vern & Ann Laninga (1959)  

Daryl & Jan Vriesenga (1970)  

6    Edan Postma, Gerry Rozeboom 

7    John Straatsma 

8    Alice Greidanus,  Don Kreykes 

9    Tom Ippel 

10  Cody Powers  

11  Camilla Bjelland 

13  Becca Markiewicz 

15  Roselynn Van Dam 

19  Bertha Johnson 

20  Betty Jonker,  Anette Steenwyk 

22  Gayle Knight 

24  Isaiah King, Vivian King  

25  Ken Bratt, Pam Slotsema 

26  Lois Hollemans,  Bill Kooy  

27  Dan Kooy, Georgiana Rowland  

28  Dan Elzinga, Jerry Hamilton, Kimmi Vu 
Lagerwey, Jeremy Witteveen 

30  Kaitlyn De Windt  

Steve & Sue Hollemans (1977) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The deadline for the October Fuller Life is 
Sunday, September 17, 2017 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Scripture Knowledge 
 

1. What kinds of food did John the Bapist  
find to sustain him in the desert? 
 
2. Paul experienced his conversion while on 
the road to which city? 
 
3. What is the more common title for the 
Decalogue? 
 
4. Why did King David kill Uriah? 
 
5. What was the fate of Naboth, so that his 
vineyard could be taken? 
 
6. In Matthew 24, according to Jesus, of what 
future event are the angels unable to tell? 
 

 

Answers: 
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September 2017 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     
 

1 

 

2 

3 
10 am: Faith 

Promise & 

Food 

Offering for 

Baxter 

4 5 

 

6 

 

7 
7 pm: 

Council 

8 9 
7 pm: 

Pinochle 

10 
10 am: Lord’s 

Supper 

11:30 am: 

Kick-Off 

Sunday 

Potluck 

11 12 
6:30-8 pm: 

Mid-Week 

Ministry 

13 

 

14 15 16 

17 
5-7 pm: 

Evening 

Gathering 

 

18 19 
6:30-8 pm: 

Mid-Week 

Ministry 

20 
7 pm: Admin 

Committee 

 

21 22 
 

23 

24 
 

25 26 
6:30-8 pm: 

Mid-Week 

Ministry 

27 28 29 30 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM 

Fuller Avenue Christian Reformed Church 

1239 Fuller Avenue, S. E.  

Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506-3248 
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