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May Council Report 

By Bill Kooy, Clerk 
 

Jerry VanVeen read from the 

devotional about walking 

down new paths and being led 

by God from the book, Jesus 

Calling, by Sarah Young and 

opened the meeting with 

prayer. 

 

From the Administration 

Committee report, we 

discussed the summer 

schedule for our Seminary 

Interns. Derek Ellens has an 

opportunity to work with the 

Seminary for five weeks this 

summer and Council approved 

the motion that Matt Mulder 

assumes Derek’s job 

description in addition to his 

own for the five weeks Derek 

is away. Council also 

approved the motion that we 

make up to $1,700 available 

for up to 10 people to attend 

the Willow Creek Global 

Leadership Summit Simulcast. 

With this we can offer an 

opportunity to better equip 

some of the leaders in our 

church.  

The update from Finance 

indicated that receipts are 38% 

above last year. EFT seems to 

be going very well and has 

been a factor in evening out 

the monthly contributions.  

From the April Financial 

Report and Offering Report 

we appear to be in good shape. 

 

Calvin has completed the 

interviews for the Calvin 

House mentor couple to 

replace Matt and Jana and 

have hired Mark and Clara 

VanderWeide. Mark and Clara 

anticipate moving into the 

house in July. 

 
The Outreach Committee 

reported that 188 Buckets of 

Love were distributed to the 

Adams Park Apartments with 

the help of the Calvin House 

students and they were greeted 

by many hugs and expressions 

of appreciation. The summer 

schedule for Tuesday Night 

Family Nights is in place and 

Dumpster Day is set for July 

15. 

 

The Worship Committee has 

begun the search for a Choir 

Director for the 2017-2018 

season to replace Jana 

Dykhuis. 

 
From Facilities we heard that 

the elevator has been given a 

tune up and should be 

functioning better now. In the 

past few months the furnace in 

the Calvin House was replaced 

and the church boiler has been 

repaired. 

 

The Strategic Ministry 

Planning Team (SMPT) has 

been meeting every other 

week and the members are 

Ken Bratt, Nate DeJong 

McCarron, Lindy Feyen, Jim 

Krosschell, Simeon Rowland, 

and Jan VanVeen. They have 

been working with Jack Lynn 

and have been submitting 

monthly updates to Council 

and regular updates to the 

congregation. The team has 

been exploring what it would 

look like as we Gather, Go, 

and Grow in Christ’s name. In 

the report for the May Council 

meeting, we reviewed the 

current draft of the Three Year 

Vision for Fuller CRC and 

Council approved the Mission 

Statement: We exist to help 

people take their next steps 

into a life-changing 

relationship with Jesus Christ. 

Marci has copies of the vision 

available for anyone who 

would like to see the current 

version and we welcome your 

feedback. (Editor’s note per 

Pastor Nate: The draft of the 

vision is a long document that 

will be worked on to make it 

more user friendly. They are 

hoping to walk through it with 

people and receive feedback 

on it at a couple of town hall 

gatherings in June.) Please 

feel free to contact any 

member of the Council or any 

SMPT member with questions 

about this or to hear more 

about what is being discussed. 

Pray continually as we seek 

God’s will for the Next Steps 

for His church and how we 

minister to each other and the 

neighborhood here at Fuller. 
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Pastor Nate will be finishing 

up the sermon series on Elijah 

and will transition to a 

summer series that will walk 

us through a substantial 

portion of the book of 

Romans. Administratively he 

has been busy working with 

the SMPT including meetings 

with our consultant, Jack 

Lynn, and a meeting with 

Rockford Construction 

together with Amplify GR to 

learn about their vision for 

revitalizing our neighborhood. 

Pastor Morris has returned to 

his normal schedule and has 

been faithfully visiting 

members that are shut in, have 

had surgery, or have been 

hospitalized. 

 
Barbara Bjelland has been 

working with the Children’s 

Worship teachers to plan the 

summer Children’s Worship 

and looking forward to the fall 

program when we will likely 

need to split the younger 

group in two with the increase 

in the number of children in 

the 3 year to 2
nd

 Grade age 

range. Boys Cub and Bakers 

has finished up for the spring 

and plans are under way with 

Casey and Audrey Macintosh 

and with Derek Ellens to hold 

a Middle School event. 

 
Both Derek Ellens and Matt 

Mulder continue to be 

involved in our worship 

services. Matt has been 

working with Morris visiting 

members of our congregation 

and Derek has been working 

with the Faith Formation team 

on Boys Club and the Middle 

School group. Both have been 

working with the Outreach 

team on ways to minister to 

the neighbors around us. 

 
In June we will be welcoming 

to the meeting the new 

Council members, Bruce 

Engbers, Daryl Vriesenga, and 

Simeon Rowland as Care 

Group Elders, Dan Kooy as a 

Care Group Deacon, and AJ 

Heyboer as the Assistant 

Benevolence Deacon. Many 

thanks to retiring members 

Ken Bratt, Jack VandenBerg, 

and Ruth VanStee as Elders, 

and Dawn Cornell and Paul 

Slotsema as Deacons. 

 

Care Group Elder and Deacon 

Teams met together to discuss 

their Care Groups. 

 

The next meeting is June 8. 

 

 

 

 
By Larry Segaar and Pat 

DeVries for the Deacons 
 

On May 7, 2017, Fuller Ave. 

CRC participated in the 40
th  

Access Hunger Walk in Grand 

Rapids. The walkers from 

Fuller CRC were Dan & Kate 

Miller, Pat DeVries, Caryl 

VandeVoort and Larry Segaar. 

More than 600 walkers from 

the area participated in this 

year’s event. The start of the 

5k walk was at Park Church, 

across the street from St. 

Cecelia. The weather was 

rather cool and windy with 

partly cloudy skies. 

 

We gathered at Park Church 

(10 E Park Place NE), checked 

in and then started walking 

down La Grave Ave., going 

south to Cherry, west to Ionia, 

north to Fulton, west to Mt 

Vernon Ave., north to Front 

Ave., east on Front Ave., and 

then north to Pearl St.  We 

then crossed over to the Gillett 

Bridge by the Ford Museum 

and headed east to Lyon St. 

We finished by walking down 

Ottawa Ave. NW, Pearl St., 

Monroe Center St NW, 

Division Ave., Fulton and then 

east to Park Church. We had 

several interesting experiences 

in the downtown area. Larry 

gave his only banana to 

someone who looked 

homeless and was hungry 

according to his friend. We 

also had the opportunity to 

meet Kate and Dan’s friend 

who owns a coffee shop.  

 

The walk started officially at 

2:30 pm on Sunday, but we 

were eager to walk and started 

a few minutes early because of 

the cool weather and some 

program activities were 

running a little late. As a 

result, we finished almost first 

and were rewarded with fresh 

cut roses and tulips plus some 

food and drinks. The walk 

took about 1 hour and covered 

approximately 3.1 miles. 

Donations from Fuller have 

been turned in to ACCESS 

and were quite generous this 

year. At this point we estimate 

the donations have totaled 
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roughly $2,400. ACCESS will 

send out the final totals to 

participating organizations at a 

later date.  The goal for 

ACCESS this year was to 

raise $110,000 for Hunger. 

Thanks to your donations, 

more people living in poverty 

will benefit in our greater 

Grand Rapids area and 

internationally. Some of the 

recipients include Meals On 

Wheels, World Renew, Baxter 

Community Center and The 

Pantry.  

 

More on the Hunger 

Walk 2017 
 

The Access Hunger Walk 

included over 600 walkers and 

raised over $65,000 as of the 

day of the walk.  Money is 

still coming in and if you have 

not donated as yet you can still 

donate and help them reach 

their goal of $110,000.  They 

will continue to accept funds 

until July 1.  Checks can be 

mailed to Access of West 

Michigan, 1700 28
th

 St, SE, 

Grand Rapids, MI 49508.  All 

checks should be made out to: 

Access Hunger Walk.  Or you 

can donate through their 

donation portal.  This year’s 

recipient agencies are: Access 

of West Michigan, Asian 

Community Outreach, Baxter 

Community Center, Church 

World Services, Community 

Ministries Program - Trinity 

UMC, Heartside Gleaning 

Initiative, Hope Farms GR, 

Kent County Food Policy 

Council, Meals on Wheels 

Western Michigan 

(MOWWM), North End 

Community Ministry 

Organization, Our Kitchen 

Table, Plainsong Farm 

Ministry, SECOM Resource 

Center, The Pantry UCOM, 

United Methodist Community 

House, Urban Roots, 

Westminster Presbyterian 

Church, World Renew. 

 

 

 

Prayer Walking Follow-

up to Buckets of Love 

By Matt Mulder 
 

After church on Sunday, May 

7, teams of people from Fuller 

went out into the 

neighborhood for a short time. 

They were doing follow up for 

Buckets of Love by Prayer 

Walking. For Buckets of 

Love, we distributed over 250 

buckets to our neighbors 

around us and at Adams Park 

with personal items, food, and 

etc. These Prayer Walking 

teams were tasked with going 

around the areas of the 

neighborhood that they had 

delivered buckets to and 

checking up on the people 

they had met. When delivering 

buckets, we had asked 

participants to write down 

names, addresses, and prayer 

requests of the people that 

received buckets. It was a 

wonderful experience to be 

able to catch up with some of 

the people that we had met a 

few weeks prior while giving 

them buckets. Prayers were 

answered, new prayer 

requests, both thanksgivings 

and petitions, were brought 

forth, and relationships began 

to be built. We plan on 

continuing to schedule Prayer 

Walking weeks around once a 

month, at least for the next 

few months, so that we can 

continue to grow these 

relationships with our 

neighbors.  

 

 

 

 
Changes to Green 

Sprawl Garden 

By Marilyn Braman 
 

Fuller's Green Sprawl Urban 

Garden will have a new look 

this summer! With a combined 

grant from World Renew and 

Fuller's FAMAS fund, we are 

able to partner with Urban 

Roots, a community garden 

and education center located 

here in Grand Rapids. One big 

change is that there are no 

individual plots this year....we 

are a TRUE community 

garden! This means that those 

who work on the garden will 

enjoy the harvest....we work 

together during each phase of 

the growing process...we 

prepare the soil for planting, 

plant the seeds, water, harvest, 

replant, etc. , working together 

each Tuesday from 5:00-6:00. 

Jenny Bongiorno , from Urban 

Roots, is our teacher...she, 

along with her intern, Hannah, 

guides us, teaches us, makes 

suggestions, works with us, 

and makes it a totally fun time 

for the gardeners. Neighbors 

http://accessofwestmichigan.org/
http://accessofwestmichigan.org/
https://www.facebook.com/asiancommunitygr/
https://www.facebook.com/asiancommunitygr/
http://www.wearebaxter.org/
http://www.wearebaxter.org/
https://cwsglobal.org/
https://cwsglobal.org/
http://www.grtumc.org/fellowship/community-ministries
http://www.grtumc.org/fellowship/community-ministries
http://www.grtumc.org/fellowship/community-ministries
http://www.heartsidegleaning.org/
http://www.heartsidegleaning.org/
http://www.localfirst.com/directory/hope-farms
http://mealsonwheelswesternmichigan.org/about/
http://mealsonwheelswesternmichigan.org/about/
http://mealsonwheelswesternmichigan.org/about/
http://necmgr.org/
http://necmgr.org/
http://necmgr.org/
https://oktjustice.org/
https://oktjustice.org/
http://plainsongfarm.com/
http://plainsongfarm.com/
http://www.secomministries.org/
http://www.secomministries.org/
http://thepantry.gr/
http://ucomgr.org/home
http://umchousegr.org/
http://umchousegr.org/
http://www.urbanrootsgr.org/
http://westminstergr.org/
http://westminstergr.org/
http://worldrenew.net/
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and church members are 

building a beautiful 

community garden together, 

are enjoying getting to know 

each other, are learning a lot 

about vegetable gardening, 

and are delighting together to 

see the little shoots popping 

out of the ground...we can't 

wait to pick and taste what we 

grow!   Isn't it so amazing that 

God made a tiny seed capable 

of producing a plant which 

produces food that we can 

eat!! It is an Awesome, Great 

God that we serve!! 

 

 

 

 
DeKornes’ Mission 

Vision Lives On 

By Jim Speyer 
 

 

Baldwin and Thelma DeKorne 

shared a deep passion for the 

mission and education 

endeavors of the church 

during their life-time.  They 

were generous participants in 

Fuller’s Faith-Promise 

program which, for over 40 

years, has provided for the 

financial support of our 

ministry partners.  But beyond 

that, the DeKornes also 

provisioned for a portion of 

their estate to be given to 

Fuller Avenue Christian 

Reformed Church with the 

intent that this gift would 

provide a catalyst for 

educational and mission 

programs or causes that would 

not ordinarily be funded. 

 

Over the intervening years 

since this gift was turned over 

to Fuller, the Global Outreach 

Committee has been directing 

its annual allocation of the 

DeKorne’s bequest to a wide 

assortment of causes and 

individuals.  As many will 

remember, Baldy and Thelma 

had a special place in their 

hearts for sharing the Gospel 

message with the country of 

China specifically and the far-

east in general, and had 

expressed their hope that this 

ministry area would be given 

preference in our 

disbursement recipients.  

Among those were ERRC 

(Education Resource and 

Referrals for China), ELIC 

(English Language 

Institute/China), Leadership 

Resources International (sends 

Pastors/Leaders to China to 

teach lay pastors), and Calvin 

Theological Seminary’s 

International Student Subsidy 

Program.  

 

Now that this process has been 

completed, the Global 

Outreach Committee would 

like to thank the DeKornes’ 

children for the honor and 

privilege that has been ours to 

be able to translate your 

parents’ generosity into 

tangible manifestations of 

their passions. 

 

It was the expressed hope of 

Baldy and Thelma that their 

gift would serve as an 

inspiration to their Fuller 

family as each of us ‘gets our 

house in order’, constructs 

wills, and directs the 

distribution of estates and 

assets.  The congregation is 

grateful for the DeKornes’ 

legacy of generosity and 

faithfulness. 

 

 

 

Contextual Learning 

becomes standard for 

Calvin Seminary 

Internships 

By Derek Ellens 

 
Geoff Vandermolen, the 

recently hired Director of 

Vocational Formation at 

Calvin 

Seminary, has made some big 

changes to the way internships 

will work out for seminary 

students. The current model 

involves students partaking in 

two internships during the two 

summers of their three-year 

program at seminary. The first 

internship is called a “Cross 

Cultural” internship where 

students must work in a 

ministry context that takes 

them out of their comfort 

zone. The second internship is 

called a “Pastoral internship” 

where students work in a 

randomly selected church in 

North America for two months 

doing a variety of ministry 

related tasks. The new model 

is called Contextual Learning 

and will be implemented in 

the new school year, Sept. 

2017. It involves all first-year 

students being placed at a 



6 

 

local congregation in the 

Grand Rapids area. This 

internship will last the course 

of one school year and replace 

only the “Pastoral Internship.” 

These churches will outline a 

variety of ministry work that 

is 10 hours per week. The 

students will also receive a 

stipend from each church for 

their work they do at church 

while they complete their 

studies at the seminary. The 

reason behind these changes is 

mainly to increase the raw 

amount of time that a 

seminary intern gets at a 

church as well as the variety 

of ministry experience.  

 

Earlier this year school year, 

Geoff promoted contextual 

learning to a group of 

interested students. After those 

students committed to one 

year, Geoff let them in on his 

plan. He also shared with the 

students that the quality of 

their internships would impact 

if the new contextual learning 

model would be approved or 

not. There were three students 

who committed to contextual 

learning. One student worked 

part time at Encounter Church, 

and the other two students 

worked part time at Fuller 

CRC. 

  

When Matt and I, the two 

students at Fuller CRC, 

reported back to Geoff our 

good experiences, Geoff used 

that as support to get approval 

for the new model and begin 

implementation. I have spoken 

to other churches who are 

taking on seminary interns 

next year and Matt will be 

speaking to first year students 

next year. Thanks to Fuller 

CRC, Geoff Vandermolen, 

and some seminary students 

who were willing to try 

something new, Calvin 

Seminary internships will 

never be the same.  

 

 

 

A Letter to you from 

Eric Straatsma 
 

Dear Fuller Friends, 

 

I haven’t written a letter in a 

while so I thought I would 

write one.  Things here don’t 

change that much so I haven’t 

had much to write about. 

 

It didn’t snow very much this 

winter here so they only called 

me out a few times to clear the 

sidewalks.  I still work in 

landscaping.  We started out 

this year with a new boss.  So 

far he’s okay to work for.  We 

have been going out and 

mowing for a few weeks now.  

My job this year is to run one 

of three riding mowers.  The 

mowers have three blades up 

front that cut a 48” pass.  You 

don’t sit on it; you stand on a 

little platform in the back with 

one wheel between your feet 

that gets pulled along by the 

mower.  To turn, you squeeze 

the triggers on the handles.  If 

you squeeze both triggers it 

makes it brake or go slower.  I 

enjoy riding it and enjoy going 

out mowing.  I still take care 

of the gardens on the grounds.  

I’ve been moving some plants 

around, pulling weeds, and 

putting down fresh mulch.  

The crew has been going 

around and spraying all the 

weeds that have been popping 

up all over.  We have 5 

backpack sprayers we use for 

that.  I still enjoy working in 

landscaping and getting 

outside and working. 

 

I still do drawing at the table 

in my cell when I’m in the 

mood.  I just ordered more art 

supplies so that I can do more. 

 

I try to get out and walk the 

track every day.  The weather 

here lately is like summer.  I 

have friends that I’ve been 

walking with now that it’s 

warmer out. 

 

At night before I fall asleep I 

read the Today, and then read 

a book for about an hour or so.  

I listen to my MP3 player 

almost every day and am up to 

685 songs on it.  223 are 

Christian music like Way FM 

by you.  I have heard lots of 

songs on Walk FM that I’ve 

put on my MP3 player.  I go to 

chapel every Sunday at 2 p.m. 

and still run the DVD player 

which I enjoy doing.  My celly 

works at the chapel as a clerk.  

We get along well. 

 

The food here is still pretty 

good, some better than others.  

I watch T.V. every now and 

then if there is something 

good on.  Also watch the 

movies they play on Friday 

and Saturday nights.  Some 

movies are better than others 

but it passes the time.  It can 
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get boring here at times but 

always try to find something 

to pass the time. 

 

I enjoy getting your cards or 

letters in the mail and a thank 

you to all that pray for me.  I 

also enjoyed talking to those 

of you that I have called.  If 

you would like to talk to me 

let me know.  You can’t call 

me but I can call you.  Also 

my parents are trying to have 

people come over after the 

p.m. service to give me a 

chance to talk to some other 

people.  I call every Sunday 

around 8 pm. 

 

I miss seeing you all and wish 

I was at Fuller with you. 

 

Thanks for all you do for me! 

 

Eric 

 

 

 

 

 
Members in Focus - Phil 

and Carolyn Lucasse 

By Connie Scheurwater 
 

Phil and Carolyn Lucasse have 

been members of Fuller 

Avenue Church for over 60 

years.  For the past four years 

they have been residents of 

Holland Home Raybrook 

Estates I.  Through the years, 

they have been very active in 

the church, and still faithfully 

attend worship services. 

 

The Lucasses’ history with 

Fuller Avenue Church began 

when Carolyn (Poel) was a 

student at Calvin College, at 

that time located on the corner 

of Franklin Street and 

Benjamin Avenue.  She 

worked for room and board in 

the neighborhood of the 

church, and was a good friend 

of Evelyn Weidenaar, whose 

father, Rev. John Weidenaar, 

was then pastor of the church.  

She and Evelyn played 

basketball together with the 

Calvin Knighties, the Calvin 

College’s women’s basketball 

team.  It was convenient for 

Carolyn to walk from 

Benjamin Avenue to Fuller 

Avenue Church along with 

Judy (Huizingh) Datema, 

former Fuller member, another 

friend that she met at Calvin 

College.  A number of Calvin 

students attended the church at 

that time. 

 

Carolyn grew up in 

Muskegon, Michigan and 

graduated from Muskegon 

High School.  Following her 

years of study at Calvin 

College, she spent a summer 

as counselor at Camp Roger, a 

Christian camp for children in 

Rockford, Michigan.  That 

summer she met the camp 

program director, a young 

man named Phil Lucasse.  Phil 

grew up in Grand Rapids, a 

member of Creston Christian 

Reformed Church.  He was a 

graduate of Davis Tech and 

studied pre-engineering at 

Calvin College for two years. 

 

Phil and Carolyn continued to 

spend summers working at 

Camp Roger.  They were 

married in 1953, and that 

summer began as Directors of 

Camp Roger.  They also 

moved to Ann Arbor in 1953, 

where Phil pursued further 

education at the University of 

Michigan.  While in Ann 

Arbor they were instrumental 

in organizing the Ann Arbor 

Christian Reformed Church, 

and were one of the fifteen 

families that became charter 

members of the church. 

 

In 1956 the couple moved 

back to Grand Rapids.  

Because of Carolyn’s earlier 

connection with the church, it 

was only natural that they 

would become members of 

Fuller Avenue Church.  Phil 

began his long career at 

Calvin College, which 

continued until his retirement.  

He served first as Dean of 

Men and also taught 

Psychology.  In 1971 he 

completed his Ph.D. degree in 

Education from the University 

of Michigan and returned to 

Calvin as Professor of 

Education.  In 1991 Phil 

retired from the Education 

Department and moved to the 

Educational Curriculum 

Center section of the library 

where he worked part-time for 

another 20 years.  His last 

retirement from Calvin was in 

2012. 
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The Lucasses lived on Calvin 

Avenue within walking 

distance of the college, 

Oakdale Christian School, and 

Fuller Avenue Church.  Three 

daughters, Anne, Mary, and 

Susan joined their family.  

After returning from Ann 

Arbor in 1971, they moved to 

Hall Street and were next door 

neighbors to Vern and Ann 

Laninga.  When their 

daughters were young, the 

family especially appreciated 

the children’s choir and the 

church library that was open 

every Sunday.  Phil and 

Carolyn recall that during 

those years attendance at 

worship services was so large 

that each week families were 

assigned to sit in the basement 

fellowship room.  Sometimes 

members would forget their 

assignment until they were 

sitting in the pew reading the 

bulletin!  

Through the years, Phil and 

Carolyn were very much 

involved in the life of the 

church.  Some of the activities 

that kept Carolyn busy were 

catering meals, serving in the 

church library, leading 

women’s KYB (Know Your 

Bible) society, providing 

baked beans for the church 

picnic with Alice Calsbeek, 

and serving as chair of the 75
th

 

anniversary committee.  She 

and Emily Bolthouse made 

curtains for the church Cadet 

Building, shortly before the 

building was destroyed by 

fire, and then made another set 

when the new structure was 

built.  Phil served on a 

committee for the support of 

Madison Square Chapel with 

Rev. Walter Dubois, served on 

the Education Committee, and 

helped to organize Catechism 

retreats at Camp Roger for 

middle school kids.  Rather 

than holding weekly classes, 

there were three retreats each 

year.  More recently, Phil 

served as chairman of the 

Transition Committee that 

preceded the call to pastor 

Nate DeJong-McCarron. Phil 

and Carolyn both served terms 

as elder and as chairperson of 

the Mission Emphasis 

Committee (now Global 

Outreach).  Together with 

George and Nancy Jasperse, 

they began the FAST (Fuller 

Avenue Senior Travelers) 

program, providing social 

activities for senior members.  

When Phil was asked to serve 

as usher, he agreed to serve if 

Carolyn could serve with him.  

He was told that this would 

first need approval from 

Council.  Fortunately, 

approval was granted! 

 

The Lucasse family had other 

interests besides their work 

and church involvements.  As 

a young family they enjoyed 

camping, even though on their 

very first camping trip, when 

the girls were 5, 3, and 4 

months, it rained the entire 

time!  They also enjoyed a 

cabin on the White River that 

they built themselves with Phil 

as construction foreman.   

Carolyn enjoys sewing, 

embroidery, cooking, catering, 

reading, and gardening.  Her 

latest project was making a 

quilt with Mary and Susan for 

the first great-grandchild.  

When Phil was teaching at 

Calvin College, the family 

often had students over on 

Sundays for food and 

fellowship, and these 

gatherings usually ended with 

singing around the piano.  

 

When their daughters moved 

to distant places, Phil and 

Carolyn had opportunity to 

travel, sometimes combining 

visits to their daughters with a 

Road Scholar (formerly Elder 

Hostel) study program.  They 

visited Viet Nam, Hawaii, and 

other scenic places in the 

United States and foreign 

countries. 

 

At the present time, Susan is 

the only daughter who lives in 

Grand Rapids.  After living 

and teaching at Spruce Hill 

Christian School in 

Philadelphia and teaching for 

16 years with English 

Language Institute in Viet 

Nam, she now serves as a 

teacher at The Potter’s House 

School, and has re-joined the 

fellowship of Fuller Avenue 

Church.  Anne and her 

husband, Mark Wiersma, live 

in Nigeria where Anne is 

superintendent of Hillcrest 

International Christian School, 

and Mark serves with CRC 

World Missions in education 

for Nigerian Christian School 

primary teachers.  Mary, 

married to David Baker, is an 

attorney, formerly living in 

Hawaii and now living in 

Chapel Hill, North Carolina.  

The family also includes four 
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grandchildren and one great-

grandchild. 

 

June will be a special month 

for the Lucasses, as Phil 

celebrates his 90
th

 birthday on 

June 11, and the following day 

he and Carolyn celebrate their 

64
th

 wedding anniversary.  We 

thank God for the many years 

that he has given to them as a 

family, and for the 

opportunities that they have 

had to serve their church and 

community.  We pray for 

continued blessings in their 

lives. 

 

 

 

An Odd Congregation 

Indeed   
By John Knight 

 

Some are recuperating from 

surgery, others are recently 

divorced, or bitter at a church 

they once called home. They 

may be uncomfortable with 

crowds, or in the process of 

fighting an addiction, grieving 

the loss of a spouse, or suffer 

allergic reactions to certain 

environments. We have seen 

chain-smokers, a minivan of 

mentally challenged adults, 

and single seniors in 

Cadillacs, while others come 

in twenty-year old clunkers 

with kids in the back seats. 

Occasionally, we recognize 

folks from one of our home 

churches and wave at them.  

Some years ago, Parade 

Magazine named our local 

Woodland Drive-In Church 

among the ten most unique 

churches in the US. Gayle and 

I have attended its worship 

services off-and-on for over 

three decades when 

Rev.Verlyn Verbrugge served 

as its pastor. When illness 

took his life early last year, we 

felt a deep sense of loss, and 

so did the sponsoring church, 

Fifth Reformed.  

Verlyn was a Bible scholar 

and served as theological 

editor at Zondervan. His 

pastoral tasks included 

hospital visits, impromptu 

prayers picked up by 

volunteers from windshields, 

fellowship time at the Green 

House next door, and heading 

a team of prayer warriors 

throughout the week.  

 

With pastor Verlyn gone, 

several guest preachers filled 

the year-round pulpit until 

recently Rev. Tracy Palmer 

was chosen as permanent 

pastor. With roots in the 

Catholic faith, her embrace of 

Reformed theology is evident 

in her explorations of scripture 

and her delight in the way she 

shares insights with her 

‘motley’ car-bound audience. 

 

Woodland Drive-In Church is 

located off Breton SE, just 

north of 28
th

 Street. It meets 

each Sunday morning at 

eleven, celebrates communion 

several times a year, puts on 

an annual picnic, presents 

potted plants for Mother’s 

Day, and offers free Bibles to 

those interested. If you are 

looking for a local ministry to 

add to your prayer list, please 

include Fifth Reformed, Pastor 

Tracy and worshipers at the 

drive-in some of whom seek 

to return to Christ’s church 

after a long absence.  

 

 

 

 
Graduation 
 

On May 20, 2017, Jana 

Dykhuis graduated with a 

Bachelor of Music Education 

from Calvin College. She is 

certified to teach K-12 choir, 

band, orchestra, and general 

music, although she is looking 

for a secondary choral 

teaching position. Between 

weddings, vacations, and work 

in New Mexico and Michigan, 

Jana will be touring with the 

Calvin Alumni Choir in 

France and Switzerland this 

summer. Jana is excited for 

the next adventure God has in 

store. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
There will not be a July 
issue of the Fuller Life.  The 
next issue is the August 
issue and the deadline for 
that issue is July 23, 2017. 
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1   Paulette Fischer  

2   Kami Posthumus 

4   Caryl Vande Voort 

5   Lyle Phelps  

8   Cathy Winterhalter          

9   Marie Albers 

     Laurie Holwerda 

11  George Jasperse  

Philip Lucasse  

Steve Powers 

12   Philip & Carolyn Lucasse (1953) 

13   Manuel Lara     

Joel & Wendy Veldheer (1975) 

14   Paul & Marilyn Braman (1975)  

Jack & Mary Vanden Berg (1975)  

15   Casey & Ruth Ter Haar (1967) 

16   Bert Wierenga  

Dave & Miki De Windt (1990)  

Don & Coral Kreykes (1955) 

17  Thomas Miller  

Ken & Laurel Bratt (1970) 

18   Derek & Jill Ellens (2016) 

19   Alex Powers 

20   Tina Belbot 

       Josie Feyen  

Bruce & Barb Engbers (1975) 

22   George & Nancy Jasperse (1965) 

       Thomas & Betty Jonker (1974) 

23   John & Barb Straatsma (1973) 

24    Jan Vriesenga  

25    Henry & Dorothy Schierbeek (1954) 

26    Carolyn Zwiers  

  Ray Kapteyn (M) 

29     Jim & Mary Speyer (1973) 
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June 2017 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 3 

4 
10 am: 

SECOM food 

offering & 

Faith Promise 

11:30 am: 

Welcome 

Lunch 

 

5 
7 pm: 

SMPT 

6 
7 pm: Faith 

Discussions 

7 
 

8 
7 pm: 

Council 

9 

 
 

10 
 

11 
GO Potluck-

Anne Lucasse 

& Mark 

Wiersma 

 

12 13 
7 pm: 

Zumba & 

Vinyl Frontier  

14 

 

15 

 

16 
 

17 

18 
 

19 

 

20 
6 pm: 

Church 

Picnic @ 

Millennium 

Park 
 

21 

 

22 
7 pm: Admin 

 

23 
 

 

24 

25 
 

26 27 
6 pm: 

Tuesday 

Family Night 

– Game 

Night 

8 pm: SMPT 

28 

 

29 30 
10:30 am: 

Paraklesis 
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FROM 

Fuller Avenue Christian Reformed Church 

1239 Fuller Avenue, S. E.  

Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506-3248 

 

 

 

 

 
TO 


