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November Council 

Report 

By Bill Kooy, Clerk 
 

AJ Heyboer read Philippians 

4: 5-7 and commented on our 

need to live in the present and 

focus on the blessings we have 

today.  He opened the meeting 

with prayer. 

 

For correspondence, Ed 

Stuursma reported that we had 

been contacted regarding the 

Pine Rest Assistance Program 

about our renewal. We 

currently have this service 

available although we haven’t 

promoted the availability and 

it offers any of our members 3 

sessions of counseling per 

specific need. We will be 

investigating the usage of this 

program and follow up on the 

renewal. 

 

The Financial Report and 

Offering Report for September 

were received for information. 

It was noted that while our 

total receipts are falling below 

budget receipts, we are 

spending less than our budget. 

The Finance Committee will 

be placing announcements 

regarding financial need in the 

bulletin as we near year end. 

 

We received the minutes of 

the October 25 Administration 

Committee meeting which 

included recommendations on 

the proposal for the 2018 

budget. The Finance 

Committee began working on 

this in September and received 

input from Committee Chairs 

as well as denominational 

reports. 

 

For the initial discussion on 

the budget, the motion from 

the Administration Committee 

to give Pastor Nate a $4000 

increase in addition to the 2% 

COLA increase, as 

recommended by the Finance 

Committee, was supported, 

discussed, and approved. A 

second motion from the 

Administration Committee to 

give Marci a $2500 increase in 

addition to the 2% COLA 

increase, also recommended 

by the Finance Committee, 

was supported, discussed, and 

approved. 

 

Bob Zwiers, Chair of the 

Finance Committee, joined the 

meeting and presented the 

proposed budget for 2018. We 

reviewed the full detail of the 

budget as well as the budget 

factor sheet, and the 

summarized form of the 

budget. The motion from the 

Administration Committee to 

approve the 2018 Proposed 

Budget as prepared by the 

Finance Committee, the 

summarized budget for 

presentation to the 

Congregation, and the plan to 

provide the detailed budget 

information at the Ministry 

Center for those who wanted 

to review the detail, was 

supported, discussed, and 

approved. The expected 

timeline is to distribute the 

proposed budget to the 

congregation on November 26 

and to hold a Congregational 

Meeting on December 10 for 

approval. 

 

Pastor Nate reported on the 

work of the Mission Driven 

Task Forces and noted that the 

Hiring Team is working on 

finding candidates to fill a full 

time role to include Worship 

Planning plus either Outreach 

or Faith Formation. 

  

Jerry VanVeen gave the 

Facilities report and noted that 

repairs have been made to a 

couple of the parking lot 

lights. He also noted the 

upgrades to the Youth 

Building included re-keying 

the locks, adding windows to 

the doors, removing the steel 

bars and plywood from the old 

window openings and 

replacing this with glass 

block, and replacing the 

overhead door. The Youth 

Group has been enjoying the 

improved space! 

 

Pastor Nate has been meeting 

with the team in the search for 
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the Director of Worship and 

we are encouraged to pray for 

wisdom and direction as this 

search continues. He will 

continue in the “Built to Last” 

series up to Thanksgiving. 

With the transition into the 

Advent season, we will 

explore how Jesus is our 

foundation as we consider 

how he is the promised one in 

the book of Ruth. Pastor 

Morris continues to faithfully 

visit members who are shut in, 

experiencing loss, or have 

been ill or hospitalized. 

 

Derek Ellens reported that the 

Middle School Group is going 

well and noted the 

appreciation of the Youth 

Building improvements. 

Trunk or Treat also went very 

well with over 300 neighbors 

participating. For Outreach, 

we are going to utilizing the 

New Movers report which 

gives us information on those 

who have recently moved into 

the area. Kent Sanders 

reported on Face2Face and 

continued development of the 

list of community contacts. 

 

Paul Feyen reported that the 

Senior Singles Dinner was 

well attend end seemed to be 

enjoyed by all. The Deacons 

are finalizing the offering 

causes for the Thanksgiving 

Day offering and these will be 

listed in the bulletin. Pat 

DeVries reported that there 

were a number of benevolence 

requests over the past month 

and we are grateful that we are 

able to help those in our 

community in need. We still 

have a good balance in the 

benevolence fund and are 

thankful for the continued 

support of our congregation. 

 

Care Group Elder and Deacon 

Teams met together to discuss 

their Care Groups. 

 

The next meeting is December 

7. 

 

 

 

 
Trunk or Treat 2017 

By Daryl and Jan Vriesenga 
 

“Trick or Treat, Trick or 

Treat, Trick or Treat…….” 

times 400 is the sound that 

was heard in the Fuller 

Avenue CRC parking lot on 

Halloween between 6:30-

8:00pm. Once again Fuller 

Church opened up its parking 

lot to neighborhood ghosts, 

goblins, princesses, and 

superheroes along with their 

parents looking for a safe 

place to “trick or treat.” 

 

Many Fuller Church families 

parked their cars in the 

parking lot with trunks open 

and overflowing with 

Snickers, M&M’s, suckers, 

Smarties, and other Halloween 

treasures. The Fuller Church 

family cars were joined in the 

lot by a few neighborhood 

cars as well. The field (aka. 

parking lot) was ripe for the 

harvesting of candy treasures 

by neighborhood children. The 

procession of “trick or 

treaters” was steady for more 

than an hour.  

 

Besides the candy for both big 

and small superheroes, there 

was Sietsema’s cider and 

Van’s donuts for all. We even 

had a few fire pits going to 

keep warm. The costumes of 

the Fuller Church adult candy 

distributors did not disappoint 

anyone. Among the special 

candy pantry distributors were 

Zombies, Minions, cowboys, 

Mary Poppins, Bert the 

Chimney Sweep, an injured 

lacrosse goalie, a white 

jumpsuit outfitted John 

Travolta (with all the dance 

moves), and the ever loved 

substitute teacher Miss Viola 

Swamp (who danced with 

John Travolta).  

 

Halloween was on a Tuesday, 

an evening when 

neighborhood and Fuller 

Church children normally 

attended Boys’ Club and 

Bakers. These two meetings 

were cancelled so that the 

boys and bakers could 

replenish their candy cellars 

with the rest of the 

neighborhood kids. A special 

word of “thanks” to our 

Calvin Seminary Interns, 

Matt, Derek, and Kent who 

organized this “Boooo-tiful” 

evening. 
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Helping People Take 

Their Next Step into a 

Life-Changing 

Relationship with Jesus 

Christ 

At Fuller Avenue CRC 

on Tuesday Evenings 
 

I first would like to say a big 

“Thank you!” to everyone for 

joining us on Tuesday 

evenings. Many participants 

and leaders shared God’s love 

with children, youth and 

adults here at Fuller Ave. 

CRC. It was a blessing to see 

people use their gifts in 

ministry, and to see a variety 

of people meeting together in 

fellowship. 

 

I saw my role as supporting 

and equipping the leaders by 

keeping our church mission in 

view and by taking care of 

logistical details in order to 

“equip the saints for works of 

service” (Ephesians 4:12). 

 

Last year I was more directly 

involved in Boy’s Club but 

this year Matt Mulder was in 

charge. Derek Ellens was in 

charge of Middle School. We 

met beforehand to discuss 

curriculum, rules and the 

schedule for these groups. Sue 

Hollemans continued her fine 

leadership of Bakers and her 

volunteer team. It was a 

change for us to have so many 

people coming and going on 

the same night. Aware of this, 

I purchased “little green safety 

men” to remind people to 

drive slowly in the parking lot, 

arranged people to stand at the 

door to greet and direct 

people, created sign-in/sign-

out sheets for parents, and 

helped coordinate rides for 

children. 

 

I spent most evenings with the 

high school/adult group. Dan 

Miller was the main leader for 

this group; he demonstrated 

his teaching gifts in 

facilitating conversations 

around the “Goliath Must 

Fall” curriculum. When Dan 

was away Pastor Morris led 

for a night and I led for three 

nights. Each night I also 

planned a simple craft project 

for the high school students to 

work on. We had a total of 

five different high school girls 

attend (four were new to the 

church), and over twenty-five 

adults. It was a blessing to see 

well over one-hundred people 

come out for the closing 

dinner, including our “Green 

Sprawl” garden group led by 

Marilyn Braman. I helped 

coordinate the dinner program 

by preparing a table activity, 

planning a song and prayer, 

and asking each age group to 

do a short presentation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Boys Club Fall 2017 

By Matt Mulder 
 

This fall for Boys Club, we 

had an average attendance of 

12 or so boys every week. 

Myself, Pastor Nate, Dave De 

Windt, Dan Elzinga, and Kent 

Sanders were the leaders, and 

together we read through a 

children’s graphic novel 

adaptation of The Magician’s 

Nephew by C.S. Lewis 

(prequel to The Lion, The 

Witch, and The Wardrobe). 

Along with reading a chapter 

from the book each week, one 

of us would offer a short Bible 

story or reading, followed by a 

time of prayer. 

 

We also had a lot of fun 

making crafts from clothespin 

airplanes and glittery oil and 

water-filled ‘Galaxy Bottles’ 

to making superhero masks 

and even having a Pinewood 

Derby night. One of the other 

popular moments each week 

was snack time, where we 

enjoyed juice every week with 

snacks ranging from goldfish 

crackers to pumpkin pie. We 

hope we will see all of our 

boys next spring! 
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Kids Hope Update 

By Jerry VanVeen 

 and Donna Meyer, Kids Hope 

USA Co-directors 

 

I think almost all of us are 

familiar with our Kids Hope 

program.  As a congregation 

that cares about our immediate 

neighborhood and the lives 

and futures of our neighbors, 

we are privileged 

to have the opportunity to be 

effective in many ways.  One 

of the programs that our 

church has sponsored for 

many years is Kids Hope 

USA.  This is a program that 

has linked our church with 

Campus Elementary School 

that is located on the corner of 

Benjamin and Franklin.  We 

provide volunteer 

mentors/tutors for children 

that are typically struggling in 

reading and math, or just need 

an adult that they can share 

time with.  You are linked 

with the same child for the 

school year, spending one 

hour each week.  This 

experience is very fulfilling 

for the mentor as well as the 

child.  Our returning mentors 

this year are: Marilyn Braman, 

Carolyn Zwiers, Martheen 

Griffioen, Donna Meyer, Rog 

Cornell,Chuck Ippel, Jerry 

VanVeen, Sue Hollemans, 

Joel Veldheer, and Dan Miller.  

Our new mentors this year are: 

Dawn Cornell, Manuel Lara, 

Jill Stegink, Kyle Gontjes, 

Sophia Bryson, Joy Choi,  The 

last three names listed are 

Calvin students 

in our Project Neighborhood 

house. 

 

The school year is off to a 

great start!  The school staff is 

exceptional and we are very 

fortunate that our church 

member, Maria Lara, is the 

secretary there.  She has been 

very helpful. 

 

Soon there will be a collection 

container placed in the 

Fellowship Room that will be 

labeled “Coins for 

Campus”.   The donation of 

coins and cash will go towards 

field trip expenses on behalf 

of students that cannot afford 

to go otherwise. 

 

Thank you to our mentors and 

prayer partners for your time 

and efforts.  Thank you to the 

congregation for your 

continuing support.  There is 

always a need for more 

mentors, please contact us if 

you are interested in more 

information and/or wish to 

volunteer. 

 

 

 

Welcoming the Elzinga 

Family 

By Connie Scheurwater 
 

Dan and Carrie Elzinga with 

their two sons, Henry and 

Zander, were welcomed into 

the fellowship of Fuller 

Avenue Church during the 

morning worship service on 

Sunday, October 29.  They 

have already become active in 

the life of the church, and we 

have been blessed by their 

presence. 

 

Carrie grew up in Ellsworth, 

Michigan, attended the public 

schools in that area, and was a 

member of the Reformed 

Church in Atwood, Michigan.  

She attended Grand Valley 

State University for five years 

and graduated with a degree in 

French and International 

Business.  She had studied 

French for four years in high 

school, and one of her college 

years was spent at a Business 

School in Angers, France.  

During that time she had 

opportunity to travel to 

Turkey, Italy, England, Spain, 

and Belgium.    

 

Dan grew up on the west side 

of Grand Rapids and was 

home schooled in his early 

years.  He attended high 

school at Baptist Academy in 

Grand Rapids and later 

attended Ferris University in 

Big Rapids and Grand Valley 

State University, where he 

graduated with a degree in 

Surveying Engineering.   

 

Carrie and Dan met at Grand 

Valley and were married after 

graduation on December 23, 

2000.  They spent a period of 

time working in Cairo, Egypt 

from March 2004 to May 

2005.  They worked for a 

ministry supported by Mars 

Hill Church called Cultural 

Bridges, an agency of the 
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Presbyterian Church, helping 

people to adjust to the 

Egyptian culture, distributing 

welcome packets, and giving 

tours.  At that time they were 

able to travel to Israel, Jordan, 

and Cypress.  They also made 

short term mission trips to 

Johannesburg, South Africa, 

and Columbia, South 

America. 

 

Since 2005 Dan has been an 

employee of Prein & Newhof 

Company.  Carrie has worked 

as a field staff member with 

Christian Reformed World 

Renew since 2006.  Their son, 

Henry, is eight years old and 

in fourth grade at C.A. Frost 

School at Blandford Nature 

Center.  Their son, Zander, is 

two years old and his main 

interests are trains, trucks, and 

balls. 

 

As a family, the Elzingas 

enjoy camping, backpacking, 

and kayaking.  They have 

camped at Yellowstone 

National Park, and especially 

enjoy winter camping and 

outdoor cooking.   
 

Dan and Carrie were attracted 

to Fuller Avenue Church 

because of its proximity to 

their home at 1057 Fuller 

Avenue SE.  They have 

attended the Tuesday Family 

Night programs in the 

summer.  Carrie is active in 

the Garden Club and Dan is 

active in Boys’ Club.  Another 

interesting activity that they 

are involved in is leading a 

monthly gathering at the Last 

Chance Saloon, “Beer and 

Hymns”, where individuals 

come together to socialize and 

sing hymns. 

 

We are happy that the Elzinga 

family has chosen to join our 

church and we pray for mutual 

blessings as we worship and 

fellowship together.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1   Donna Meyer 

2   Betsy Turnbull (M) 

3   Marci Phelps 

4   Lemuel Elijah 

5   Kate Miller          

7   Doug Hoek, Jan Van 
Veen 

8   Ruth Ter Haar 

11 Jim & Lorna Krosschell 
(1970) 

12 Jaheem Brown, Mary 
Speyer  

13 Lucas Phelps 

14 Emerson Rowland 

15 Lydia Phelps, Gary Van 
Vels, & Samuel Turnbull 
(M) 

21 Henry Elzinga 

22 Karla Laninga 

23 Dan & Carrie Elzinga 
(2000) 

24 Jim Kreykes 

26 John Knight      

29 Manuel & Maria Lara 
(1984) 

31 Dorothy Schierbeek 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The deadline for the January 

issue of the Fuller Life is 

December 31, 2017 
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December 2017 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     
 

1 
10:30 am: 

Support 

Group 

 

2 
9 am: 

Sanctuary 

Decorating 

 

3 
10 am: Faith 

Promise & 

Food Offering 

for Adams 

Park 

6 pm: King’s 

Choraliers 

4 5 

 

6 
7 pm: Choir 

Rehearsal 

 

7 
7 pm: 

Council 

8 9 
10 am: Cookie 

Decorating 
 
2 pm: John 

Vanden Berg 

Memorial 

Service 

10 
11:15 am: 

Cong. 

Meeting & 

Potluck 
 

5-7 pm: 

Evening 

Gathering 

 

11 12 
2 pm: Seniors 

Christmas 

Celebration 

@ Raybrook 

 

13 

 

14 15 16 

17 
 

18 19 

 

20 
7 pm: Admin 

Committee 

 

21 22 
 

23 

24 
10 am &       

5 pm 

Christmas 

Eve Services 

 

25 
10 am 

Christmas 

Day Service 

26 

 

27 28 29 30 
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