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Grand Rapids, MI 49506 
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Barb Straatsma, editor 

Connie Scheurwater, member in 

focus articles 
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November Council 

Report 

By Bill Kooy, Clerk 
 

Jim Fisher read Psalm 36:5 

and a devotional from the 

writings of John Calvin and 

opened with prayer. Our 

meeting included the members 

of the Administration 

Committee and Seminarians 

Matt Mulder and Derek 

Ellens. 

 
Ed Stuursma welcomed Jack 

Lynn to the meeting. Jack 

gave us a presentation on the 

findings of the Congregational 

Assessment, which was 

followed by a time for 

questions and answers. Jack’s 

presentation and the 

discussion following filled the 

remainder of our meeting time 

and on Sunday, December 4 

he will be giving the 

presentation to the 

congregation. 

 
The Committee Minutes and 

reports had been distributed to 

the Council members prior to 

the meeting and here a few 

highlights from those reports: 

 

From the Administration 

Committee, the request from 

the Music teacher at Campus 

School asking if Fuller CRC 

would be willing to allow the 

use of our church as the venue 

for the schools music 

programs for Christmas, Black 

History Month, and 

Valentines/Spring concert was 

approved. As an update on the 

facilities, we received the 

check for the claim for the 

damage to the acrylic panels 

on the front windows and 

work is underway to repair 

them. We also took the 

opportunity to utilize the hi-

lift brought in to make the 

window repairs to be able to 

repaint the eaves and gutters 

on the church. 
 
The Finance Committee had 

presented the final 2017 

budget as well as a listing of 

the budget factors. This was 

distributed to the congregation 

and will be reviewed at the 

Congregational Meeting on 

November 20. The committee 

also noted the needs for the 

end of 2016. We anticipate the 

expenses for 2016 to total 

about $474,000 and we have 

received $361,355 as of the 

end of October. We need to 

collect $112,645 in November 

and December. Up to date 

information on the receipts 

will be in the bulletin each 

week to keep the congregation 

informed of the need. 

 
The report from the 

Neighborhood Outreach 

Committee noted the plans 

that are being worked on for a 

Christmas Eve Candlelight 

service, which was approved 

by the Elders, to which Fuller 

neighbors would be invited. 

This service would be family 

friendly. 

 
The Ministry report 

encouraged us to lift each 

other up as we have continued 

to experience loss this month. 

We grieve with those families 

dealing with the passing of 

loved ones. Pastor Nate has 

continued with our series on 

2016 Living and we anticipate 

the upcoming Advent season. 

In addition to his work in 

pastoral care this month, 

Pastor Morris celebrated his 

80
th

 birthday, he and Alice 

enjoyed a vacation in the 

Netherlands, and he noted 

with gratitude the 3 year 

anniversary of his transplant. 

Barbara Bjelland has been 

busy with the startup of the 

fall programs including Boy’s 

Club, the Grief Group, and 

Intergenerational Grow 

Groups. Matt Mulder and 

Derek Ellens have been 

getting to know the Fuller 

family and getting to know 

our neighborhood. Their first 

event, Trunk or Treat, 

attracted over 500 kids and 

they are participating in the 

weekly Game Nights hosted at 

church. Matt has also been 

helping Barbara with Boys 

Club and the Intergenerational 

Grow Groups. 

 
We are encouraged to 

continually pray for unity, 

clarity, and courage as we 

continue to seek God’s will 
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for His church and we 

minister to each other and the  

neighborhood here at Fuller. 

 

The next meeting is December 

8. 

 

 

 

Fall Women’s Bible 

Study 
 

“Rejoice in the Lord always.  I 

will say it again: Rejoice!” 

comes from Philippians 4:4 

and is also the theme of 

Philippians.  Paul is writing 

this letter to the church he 

started in Philippi.  These are 

his joy notes from jail in 

Rome amidst his waiting for 

news that could mean death 

for him.  It is obvious in this 

letter of his love for the church 

and writes encouraging and 

practical advice to them on 

how to live the Christian life 

(good advice for us also).  

God began good work in 

Philippi and we can learn from 

them. 

 

The Women’s Bible Study 

used the booklet, Philippians, 

Jesus our Joy by Donald 

Baker to help us delve into 

this book.  Each chapter has a 

list of questions to answer and 

to help us better understand 

and reflect on specific 

scripture.  The group sharing 

of answers adds dimension to 

the text and aids in developing 

community and getting to 

know each other.  Most of the 

group have been attending 

Women’s Bible Study for the 

last few years so we have 

developed an affection for 

each other and are sorry to 

take leave of each other for the 

winter break. 

 

We also have a snack, prayer 

and share and sing songs 

together.  Our last meeting 

ended with a luncheon.  I hope 

you will consider joining us 

next spring.  We meet on 

Wednesdays from 9:30-11:00 

am.  If you have any 

questions, you can contact 

Caryl Vande Voort or Kate 

Miller.  

 

 

 

 

Trunk or Treat 2016    
By Kate Miller 

 

Halloween seems already far 

away, which is too bad 

because it was a delightful 

evening.  Fuller provided 

candy, donuts (15 dozen!) and 

I think 15 pizzas. (I don't 

know exactly how many 

pizzas because they 

disappeared so fast!).  This 

year we advertised our Trunk 

or Treat event on a web-site 

for Grand Rapids Kids. 

Apparently there were only 4 

events advertised so people 

really paid attention to this 

opportunity. We had well over 

500 people show up.  Most 

were so appreciative of the 

opportunity to trick or treat in 

a very safe, fun environment. 

The weather was cooperative 

this year. The Phelps brought 

a fire pit and chairs were set 

up. The kids were cute, the 

atmosphere fun, and the 

fellowship was good. We did 

have to run out for extra candy 

because of the crowds. The 

costumes on the kids, but also 

on the Fuller people serving 

candy were fun to see.  

 

We are making plans for next 

year and if you enjoy a good 

time, you should come out and 

join us! It was truly a 

celebratory evening and we 

saw a lot of Fuller 

grandchildren there and made 

new friends as well. 
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Here are some photographs from Trunk or Treat 2016 
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Introducing the 

Newest Members of 

our Staff 
 

My name is Derek Ellens and 

I am a first year seminary 

student.  I am newly married 

to my wonderful wife, Jill, 

who I met in my time at 

university when we both 

attended McMaster University 

in Hamilton.  I have my 

undergraduate degree in 

Social Science, Majoring in 

Religious Studies and 

Minoring in Psychology.  

Jillian has her degree in 

Nursing and has accepted a 

job in the public health 

department here in Kent 

County.  I grew up in 

Hamilton Ontario (Canada) 

where I attended Christian 

grade school and high school.  

I grew up in the CRC 

attending a church in 

Hamilton called “Ancaster 

Christian Reformed Church.”  

Because I stayed close to 

home, I was able to be very 

involved in the youth group 

there and developed a love for 

youth ministry as a result.  

Some of my interests include 

fishing, hiking, camping, 

playing a variety of sports 

(soccer, volleyball, hockey, 

golf, etc.), playing my ukulele, 

watching movies, and reading.  

Jill and I currently live in 

seminary housing on 

Batchawana St.  

 

For those of you who enjoy 

history, I can explain some 

background as to why I am at 

Calvin Seminary today.  The 

first reason is that I attended a 

3 week program at the 

seminary after Grade 12 

(senior year of High School) 

called “Facing Your Future”.  

It was an incredible 

experience and I felt in my 

heart when I left that I would 

return to Calvin Seminary 

again.  The second reason 

comes from my post-

secondary experience.  I 

decided that I wanted to leave 

the “Christian bubble” and 

experience the world from a 

different perspective, which is 

why I decided to attend a 

secular university.  In my first 

year, I joined a non-

denominational club focused 

on evangelism because I 

wanted to learn from other 

Christian denominations aside 

from the CRC.  This was an 

excellent experience which 

challenged me immensely.  

However, after that year I was 

drawn back to the CRC by the 

Chaplain at McMaster who 

answered many of my 

theological questions and 

taught me true Reformed 

worldview.  I already knew I 

was called to ministry but now 

I felt called to the CRC.  After 

being the intern to the CRC 

Chaplain for 2 years I applied 

to Calvin Seminary and here I 

am! 

 

 

My name is Matthew Mulder 

and I was born and raised in 

Zeeland, MI. I went to 

Zeeland Christian School for 

K-8, Holland Christian High 

School for 9-12, and I went to 

Trinity Christian College in 

Palos Heights, Illinois for 4.5 

years to get a Bachelors of 

Arts in Music and Theology.  

I'm in my first year of 

pursuing my MDiv at Calvin 

Theological Seminary, and I'm 

currently concentrating in 

Worship.  I have a girlfriend, 

Larissa, who I've been dating 

for a little over a year.  I have 

been working mainly with 

Faith Formation and Outreach 

this semester, doing events 

like Trunk or Treat, Boy's 

Club, and our new ministry for 

those in their 20s and 30s: The 

Fuller Bunch.  I've also been 

attending meetings for various 

committees to get a feel for 

Church Administration. 

 

In my spare time, I enjoy 

listening to music on vinyl 

records, reading, helping out 

with my alma mater's Theatre 

Program, and brewing the 

occasional batch of beer with 

my friends. 

I have enjoyed my time here at 

Fuller thus far, and I look 

forward to the rest of the year, 

and hopefully years to come. 
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In Memory of 

Richard Lee Bishop, 

1935 – 2016 

By Connie Scheurwater with 

the assistance of Marge 

Bishop 

 

Richard (Dick) Bishop was a 

member of Fuller Avenue 

Church for his entire life.  He 

grew up near the corner of 

Fuller Avenue and Hall Street 

with an older brother Cal and 

a younger brother Jim.  He 

attended Oakdale Christian 

School.  As a young teenager 

he often rode his motorbike to 

visit a friend who lived on 

Hogan Street SW.  On one of 

these occasions he met 

Marjorie Ann Workman, who 

lived in the neighborhood, and 

was immediately attracted to 

her!  Dick and Marge met 

again at Grand Rapids 

Christian High School, and 

dated throughout their high 

school years.  Following high 

school Dick worked for a time 

for his father who owned 

Burton Heights Moving & 

Transit, and eventually began 

working at Zandee’s Auto 

Repair as a mechanic.  Marge 

worked at Kelvinator Co.   

 

Dick and Marge were married 

on August 10, 1955.  Their 

first home was on Edward 

Avenue SE.  Marge became a 

homemaker and raised three 

children, Nancy, Richard, and 

Sandra.  During these years 

they were active members of 

Fuller Avenue Church.  Dick 

served as a cadet leader for 

twenty years with his good 

friend, Russ Rykse.  He also 

served terms as deacon and 

elder.  After working at 

Zandee’s for twenty years, 

Dick became Director of 

Transportation for the Grand 

Rapids Christian Schools, a 

job he held until retirement.  

He diagnosed problems with 

school buses, prepared bus 

routes, and served as driver to 

tournament games.   

 

Dick was a gifted mechanic.  

He could fix and drive any 

type of motor vehicle, 

including semis, buses, and 

boats.  On a few occasions, he 

drove the bus for Fuller 

Avenue member field trips.  

For recreation he enjoyed 

serving as pitcher for softball 

games at the Christian 

Recreation Center.  Through 

the years Dick and Marge 

traveled and camped with their 

children in different areas of 

the United States.  They 

enjoyed spending weekends at 

their lake cottage during their 

working years, and in 

retirement spent their entire 

summers at the cottage.  The 

cottage became a place of 

frequent family gatherings.   

 

Retirement brought new 

experiences.  For fifteen years 

Dick and Marge spent winters 

in Florida, both on the east 

and west coasts of the state.  

Along with enjoying the 

Florida sunshine and 

recreational activities, they 

volunteered at Wycliffe Bible 

Translators office in Orlando, 

where Dick did a variety of 

tasks and Marge worked in the 

office. 

 

Dick Bishop peacefully 

entered the presence of his 

Heavenly Father on 

September 19, 2016 following 

a number of years of declining 

health. He is survived by his 

wife Marge and daughter 

Sandra who continue to be 

members of Fuller Avenue 

Church.  He is also survived 

by his daughter Nancy 

Stegink, whose husband Larry 

is a son of Fuller Avenue 

members Jack and Betty 

Stegink; his son and daughter-

in-law, Richard and Sandra 

Bishop; 7 grandchildren; and 

12 great-grandchildren.  We 

thank God for his presence in 

our congregation for 81 years 

and for his many contributions 

to the church and community. 

 

 

 

 
The deadline for the 
January Fuller Life is 
Sunday, December 18, 
2016 
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1  Donna Meyer  
 
2  Betsy Turnbull   
    (M) 
 
3  Marci Phelps 
 
4  Lemuel Elijah 
 
5  Kate Miller  
         
7  Doug Hoek,   
    Jan Van Veen 
 
8  Ruth Ter Haar 
 
11  Jim & Lorna 
      Krosschell (1970) 
 
12   Jaheem Brown 
       Mary Speyer  
 
13  Lucas Phelps 
 
14  Emerson Rowland 
 
15  Lydia Phelps, 
     Gary Van Vels, & 
     Samuel Turnbull (M) 
 
22  Karla Laninga 
 
24  Jim Kreykes 
 
26 John Knight  
    
29 Calvin & Sharon  
     Greenwood (1970) 
     & Manuel & Maria 
     Lara (1984) 
 
31 Dorothy Schierbeek 

 

  
When the Song of the Angels is stilled, 
 
 When the Star in the Sky is gone, 
 
 When the Shepherds are back with their  
  flocks,   
 
 When the Magi are home, 
 
 Then the Work of Christmas begins: 
 
 To find the lost, to heal the broken, 
 
 To feed the hungry, to release the 
  prisoner, 
 
 To rebuild the Nations, to make music 
  in the heart. 
 

-Howard Thurman 
 

 
 
 
“To the American People: Christmas is not a time 
or a season but a state of mind.  To cherish 
peace and good will, to be plenteous in mercy, is 
to have the real spirit of Christmas.  If we think on 
these things, there will be born in us a Savior and 
over us will shine a star sending its gleam of 
hope to the world.” 
 
-Calvin Coolidge (1872-1933), U.S. president. 
Presidential message of December 25, 1927 
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Kid Fun! (Adults too!) 
 
 
 

 
 

Put your own stamp on it 
 
Make Christmas gift tags, wrapping 
paper and cards using your own 
personal stamp! 
 
Draw a Christmas image using a 
marker. 
 
Take your drawing to an office supply 
store to have them replicate it into a 
rubber stamp.  This may take a few 
days.   
 
Then start creating… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Make a popcorn wreath 
 
Cut the center from a paper plate to 
make it look like a ring. 
 
Cut dental floss into a 3-foot length. 
 
Tie one end to the plate. 
 
Thread the other end through a needle. 
 
String on your popcorn and wrap 
around the paper plate ring. 
 
Keep wrapping until the wreath is 
covered in popcorn. 
 
Loop a ribbon around the top, attach a 
ribbon and hang. 
 

*You can also make a pom-pom 
wreath using white pom-poms that 

look like snowballs. 
 
Cut the center of a paper plate to make 
it look like a ring. 
 
Hot glue the pom-poms using a hot-
glue gun on the low setting using 1-inch 
and 2-inch pom-poms. 
 
Fill in all the gaps. 
 
Loop a ribbon around the top, attach a 
ribbon and hang. 
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December 2016 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 

 

 

3 

4 
10 am: 

Faith Promise 

& Adams 

Park Food 

Offering 

11:30 am:  

Welcome 

Lunch 

5 6 
Seniors 

Christmas 

Celebration 

@ Raybrook 

1-3 PM 
 
7 pm: 

Zumba 

7 
7:30 pm: 

Choir 

8 
7 pm: 

Council 

9 
Movie night 

10 
10:30 am: 

Cookie 

Decorating 

11 12 13 

 

 
7 pm: 

Zumba 

14 
7:30 pm: 

Choir 

15 16 17 

18 19 20 

 
7 pm: 

Zumba 

21 
7:30 pm: 

Choir 

22 

 
7 pm: Admin 

23 

 

 

 

24 
5 pm: 

Christmas 

Eve Worship 

25 
10 am: 

Christmas 

Worship 

 

No Evening 

Worship 

 

26 27 28 
7:30 pm: 

Choir 

29 30 
3-8 pm: 

Blood Drive 

31 
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