
 
Battle Ready  

 The Shield of Faith  
Ephesians 6:16 

 
 

Ephesians 6:16 
In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the 
evil one.  
 
I. Roman Shields 

A.  Two main types  
1. Small round disk-like shield 
2. Large door-like shield 

 B.  Greek text of verse 16 reveals he was speaking of the large door like shield.  
 C.  The purpose and function of a Roman shield.   

 
II. The Shield of Faith 

A.   What is faith? 
Hebrews 11:3 - Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. 

 
                    1.   Casual use of the word faith 

2.   Biblical use of the word faith 
                    3.  The primary meaning of faith is trust. Trustful obedience is always involved in faith.  

 
           “Faith is resting your whole weight on God” – John Paton 

 
                    4.  Faith’s companion is obedience, so to exercise our faith is the act of trustful obedience.   
 

B.   Where does faith come from? 
     Romans 10:17 (NASB) - So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ. 

 
1. The presence or absence of faith is determined by the presence or absence of God’s Word. 

Faith and the Word of God are inseparable. 
2. The power is not in the size of your faith, or the sincerity of your faith, but the source of your 

faith! 
 
III. The Flaming Arrows of the Evil One 

A. Long range attack right at the middle of your weakness 
B. Flaming tar saturated arrows that are designed to splatter and spread destruction 
C. Doubt = an invitation to stop trusting God 
D. Temptation = an invitation to disobey God 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
IV. Employing Our Defense 

A. The only way to extinguish flaming arrows is faith or trust in God. 
 
Proverbs 30:5-6 
Every word of God is flawless; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him.  
Do not add to his words, or he will rebuke you and prove you a liar. 
 
Ephesians 6:13, 16 
Therefore, put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand 
your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand…  
In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows 
of the evil one. 

 
B. God gives us a defense in Himself 

 
1 Corinthians 10:13 
No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be 
tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that 
you can stand up under it. 

 
C. The failure of counterfeit substitute shields  

1. The shield of our own moral strength 
2. The shield of fear of consequences 
3. The shield of human wisdom or strategy 
4. The shield of human will power 

 
Luke 18:9-14 
To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everybody else, Jesus told 
this parable: “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  The 
Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men—robbers, 
evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector.  I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’  
But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and 
said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’  
“I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For everyone who exalts 
himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”  

 
D. Faith, our trustful obedience, our total dependence upon Christ is our only shield. 
 


