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Frequently Asked Questions 
Updated January 29th  

Dear Parents and Teens,  

 

I hope this document helps better inform you about the trip. Please let 
me know if you have further questions at rwright@gpnaz.org and I will 
either get back to you directly or in the next update of the FAQ.  
 
Who are we partnering with?  
 
We are partnering with Praying Pelican Missions— a youth missions organization that has 
served in over 200 countries and has equipped and sent over 12,000 teens on short-term 
missions.  

 
Where can I find registration forms? 
 
You can find teen and adult leader registration forms in the youth center at the visitor info 
wall.   

 
What’s the payment schedule?  
 
Early Registration Payment Schedule* 
January 31st, $75 Deposit/Payment ($75 raised or paid) 
February 28th, $125 Payment ($200 raised or paid) 
March 28th, $125 Payment ($325 raised or paid) 
April 25th, $125 Payment ($450 raised or paid) 
May 30th, $125 ($575 raised or paid) 
June 27, $90 ($665 raised or paid) 
 
* Registration after January 31st is $715. The payment schedule for late registration is the 
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https://www.prayingpelicanmissions.org/
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same with the exception of the June 27th payment being $140.  

 
What kind of work are we doing?   
 
We will continue to finalize and update things as we know more, but here is a list of examples 
of what Praying Pelican does in Memphis.  
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What is the last day to sign up?  
 
Teens who want to go on the trip must register by June 13th at the latest.  
 
Where are we staying?  
 
We will be staying at a local church on air mattresses. More info to come.  
 

Are fundraisers available?  
  
Yes. Our mission trip leaders are working on fundraisers. You’ll see events that we are doing 
below. Fundraisers that we are exploring, but haven’t confirmed are in italics.  
 

• January 10th, Support Letter Draft: If you didn’t attend the January 10th fundraiser, 
but want to send out support letters. Contact Pastor Ryan (rwright@gpnaz.org).  

 

• Mike’s Carwash: This is an ongoing fundraiser to sell tickets contact Brett Foster at 
brett.foster2@gmail.com. You sell carwash coupons for $9 and $4.50 goes to your 
youth account.  

 

• March Pie Sale: Nate and Heather Hunter will be running a pie sale for Easter.  
 
We will release more info about youth fundraising as the time comes.  
 

What is the COVID policy of Praying Pelican? 
 
Here is the link: https://www.prayingpelicanmissions.org/covid-19-information. Praying 
Pelican follows local guidelines of the host site, so we will be updated as things change in 
Memphis. 

 
What is Praying Pelican’s refund policy?  
 
These are challenging times to go on a mission trip. When we go on a youth group 
mission trip, our standard policy is that funds are not refundable. It is not 
frequent, but sometimes students do end up backing out of the mission trip.  
 
However, in the past, if a student has had to drop out due to medical reasons, we 
have sometimes been able to refund partial or all of the trip, but usually only if 
someone is able to take their place or if the funds are available.  
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Obviously with COVID concerns, the potential for a teen to miss the trip this year is 
more possible than it has been in previous years. I would be very excited if by this 
summer COVID was less of a reality, but I know we have no guarantees.  
 
Since we are going through Praying Pelican and your payments will be sent to 
them by Grace Point. I wanted to make you aware of their refund policy which is 
similar to ours, but still slightly different.  
 
You can find the full policy on PPM’s website or by emailing me at 
rwright@gpnaz.org. Here is my summary:  
 

- Like us, praying pelican’s policy is that they cannot refund trip money. 
However, they do have grace and exceptions. 

 
- A month before, we can change our trip numbers giving us a church the 

possibility of refunding someone money.  
 

-  Your trip money can be transferred to a different name if someone else 
wants to go on the trip. If they pay us for the trip, we can pay you back.  
 

- If a student can’t go on short notice, Praying Pelican can transfer their money 
to next year’s trip. We are planning on going with PPM on an international 
mission trip next year, so this will be a viable option.  

 
- If a student can’t come on short notice due to medical reasons with a doctor’s 

note, PPM says below that they can hold the money in the student PPM’s 
account and in some instances give them a partial or full refund. They can be 
very flexible if this happens to one or two students, but if it is a large number 
of students, they will not have as much flexibility. (They are working on more 
specifics in light of COVID and will have more info to us soon).  

 
Like you, I long for the day when we can plan a ministry event and not even think 
about COVID. However, until that day, I know that Jesus has always called his 
people on missions regardless of the challenges we face. We will continue to move 
forward as God leads.  
 
To summarize all of this: like all mission trips, we cannot guarantee a refund, 
but in the event of the unforeseen, we will do our best to carry your money over 
or offer you a refund. This is GPYM’s heart and Praying Pelicans, and we thank 
you in advance for understanding that these are challenging and uncertain 
times.  
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