
 

Fayette Community Conversation  
 

Let’s Talk…   about raising substance-free kids. 

 

Healthy Choices Caring Communities assisted in organizing a community conversation in Fayette, Ohio inviting 

the community to come out and talk about raising substance-free kids. The event, on September 23, offered an open 

conversation for community adults to ask questions, share advice, and learn new skills and techniques to address 

substance use.  There was also a simultaneous youth event, #WhatsYourChoice, for students, grades 7-12, to join in.     

The adults participating in the Community Conversation were able to hear Kerry Beck of Shalom Counseling and 

Mediation, speak about “Teen Depression; Signs and Symptoms.”  This enlightening presentation explained numerous 

red flags to look for and offered insight on how parents can approach their children to begin a discussion on these 

subjects, as well as, the many factors that can contribute to teen depression.  

Local law enforcement spoke about substance abuse and its current use and trends in the local community.  

They shared knowledge on the types, and frequency of substance use they are seeing in the field, in addition to 

instruction about warnings signs for youth substance use.  There was also an interesting concealment display showing 

some of the many different hidden “stash” containers, and comparing them to the actual products they imitate. 

  

 

Can you tell the difference?  Option A is a concealed stash container, Option B is a regular product. 

 

#WhatsYourChoice 

 

The students participating in the #WhatsYourChoice youth event enjoyed a great combination of fun games, 

team building activities, and pizza! They also heard Reverend Paul Baker speak about how the choices you make now 

will guide your future.  This interesting presentation offered information on how current decisions might impact your life 

in years to come, and encouraged participants to expand their view on choices and consider the potential impact on 

future goals.  

This was a successful and entertaining event.  Approximately 30 adults attended the Fayette Community 

Conversation, including local parents, guardians, and community stakeholders.   The simultaneous youth event for 

students, grade 7-12, was also attended by 30 local students. 

We would like to thank Fayette Local Schools, Fayette Police Department, the Fulton County Sherriff, Officer 

Waxler and Officer Dick of the M.A.N. Unit, Kerry Beck of Shalom Ministries, Reverend Paul Baker of Fayette Nazarene 

Church, Fayette PTO, Fulton County Job & Family Services, Fayette’s United Methodist Church and the many community 

partners who were involved in making this event a success.  We appreciate all of the time and effort given towards this 

community event, and are honored to provide this service to the community.  

If you are interested in more information or would like to contact us about bringing a Community Conversation 

to your local area, please call Beth Thomas at 419-337-0915, or email us at HC3Partnership@gmail.com.  You can also 

check out our website:  HC3Partnership.org or check out our Facebook page:   Healthy Choices Caring Communities. 

 

Be sure to check out our slideshow of event pictures at https://youtu.be/wd5JZ5RhG9g. 
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