
Easter Devotionals 
 
 

Week 6  
 
Today is Tuesday of Holy Week 
Sunday, we remembered Jesus' entrance into Jerusalem to the cheers of the crowd who praised him for 
being the awaited Messiah, but the difference between their concept of what the Messiah should be and 
the reality of who Jesus was would eventually lead to them calling for his crucifixion.  
 
Monday, Jesus made an appearance in the temple not to win the favor of the crowd rather to flip over the 
tables of the money changers and to cleanse the temple [think of the Jewish tradition of cleansing one's 
house of leaven before Passover].  
 
Tuesday is a fascinating day. Jesus teaches in the same temple courts that he had cleansed the previous 
day. He is confronted, challenged, and presented with many traps (which he masterfully walks through 
without a stumble). Here is one of them. 
 
Matthew 21:23-27  And when he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 
came up to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and 
who gave you this authority?”   
 
"Doing these things" is referring to having the audacity to take charge of the temple (as if he owned it).  
 
24  Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you one question, and if you tell me the answer, then I 
also will tell you by what authority I do these things.”  
 
First, notice that Jesus knows from the start that this is not a genuine question but a trap. We Christians 
should follow his lead in being able to discern the motive behind the questions we field. Are the questions 
sincere, sarcastic, or set-ups?  [By the way, Greg Kookle's book Tactics is a good book for navigating the 
perilous waters of evangelism - Book].  
 
25  “The baptism of John, from where did it come? From heaven or from man?”  
 
Notice, Jesus doesn't feel obligated to answer the original question. He is not on trial [yet]. Rather than 
playing defense, he "turns the tables" and goes on offense to expose their hypocrisy and challenge their 
authority.  
 
And they discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why 
then did you not believe him?’  26 But if we say, ‘From man,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for they all 
hold that John was a prophet.”  27 So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to 
them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things. 
 
Everyone knew John the Baptist was a prophet sent from God, but the religious "authorities" saw John as 
nothing more than a populist threat to their authority and their control over the people. In essence, Jesus is 
saying, "before you question whether my authority is from God, shouldn't anyone who claims to have 
legitimate authority from God have endorsed John [who endorsed me as the Lamb of God]?"  
 
They came in with the intention of trapping Jesus. They walk away fumbling and stumbling and bumbling 
and scratching their heads.  
 
After many more questions and traps, Matthew 22:46 concludes with these words demonstrating Jesus' 
ultimate authority, "and no one was able to answer him a word, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask 
him any more questions." 
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