
Easter Devotionals 
 
 

Week 4 - The Cursed Fig Tree 
 

 
When you study the events of Jesus last week in Jerusalem [Holy Week] 
one of the strangest events is when Jesus curses a fig tree that has no 
fruit. Of the reoccurring questions I get asked as a pastor the question "why 
did Jesus curse this fig tree?" keeps coming up. Why is this included in 
scripture? Was Jesus just having a bad day or a bad week (with that whole 
temple cleansing episode)? What's with the cursing of the fig tree?  
 
1. First, nothing recorded by the gospel writers is there by accident.  
 
2. Second, this event appears in both Matthew and Mark, so it must be 
significant. 
 
3. Third, in Matthew's gospel, the tree shrivels immediately, but in Mark's 
gospel, it is found shriveled a day later. This is not a contradiction. The tree 
may have shriveled the day Jesus cursed it but not fully noticed till the next 
day. Or Matthew may have simply condensed the two-day cursing and 
shriveling into one concise summary.  
 
4. Here is the real key. Scripture uses the analogy of fruitlessness and 
damnation in many places.  
 
Matthew 7:19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire. 
 
Hebrews 6:7-8 For land that has drunk the rain that often falls on it, and 
produces a crop useful to those for whose sake it is cultivated, receives a 
blessing from God.  8 But if it bears thorns and thistles, it is worthless and 
near to being cursed, and its end is to be burned. 
 
John 15:6 If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch 
and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 
burned. 
 



5. No Jesus was not having a bad day. Jesus is acting (rather than just 
teaching) a parable. Faith without works is dead. Profession without 
obedience is hypocrisy. The cursing of the fig tree is a vivid warning. Jesus 
is teaching that he has the power to curse the fruitless. 
 
6. Fortunately this other parable shows us that Jesus has patience and 
gives the fruitless time to repent and grow.  
 
Luke 13:6-9 And he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his 
vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on it and found none.  7 And he said to 
the vinedresser, ‘Look, for three years now I have come seeking fruit on 
this fig tree, and I find none. Cut it down. Why should it use up the 
ground?’  8 And he answered him, ‘Sir, let it alone this year also, until I dig 
around it and put on manure.  9 Then if it should bear fruit next year, well 
and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’” 
 
Prayer: Lord, we desire to be faithful, fruitful followers. Produce abundant 
fruit in our lives. Thank you for the warnings against fruitlessness. May we 
bring glory to you by bearing much fruit.  
 
John 15:7-8  If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever 
you wish, and it will be done for you.  8 By this my Father is glorified, that 
you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 
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