
Easter Devotionals 
 
 
 
Week 2 – Far Be It From You, Lord! 

 
During the first week of Lent, I wrote a devotional (see below) about 
Jesus setting his face like flint to go to Jerusalem to die. He tried to 
explain to the apostles several times that this was the plan, but they just 
couldn't comprehend that the Messiah could do anything but conquer the 
Romans. Peter decided to have a little talk with Jesus about his poor 
attitude.  
 
Matthew 16:21-23 From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that 
he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and 
chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be 
raised.  22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, 
“Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.”  23 But he 
turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to 
me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the 
things of man.” 
 
Notice that even a devoted disciple like Peter was used by Satan. Like 
many of us, he may have meant well, but his mouth started talking 
before his heart submitted to the Lord. I'm not sure Peter fully 
understood the plan until after the resurrection. That is why he drew his 
sword and was willing to fight for Jesus in the garden. When Jesus told 
him to put his sword away and allowed himself to be arrested, Peter's 
world crumbled. In this confusion, he even went on to deny that he knew 
Jesus (3 times). Little did he know, Christ's defeat would bring victory. 
His death would bring life. His destruction would bring salvation. It is 
never good to say to God “Far be it from you, Lord!" 
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