
Zacchaeus and the Tree 
  

OVERVIEW: 

Bible Focus: Read Luke 19:1–10  

Bible Truth: Jesus loves all people, even sinners. 

Bible Verse: The Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost. Luke 19:10 

Learning Goal: I understand that Jesus came to save and love all sinners, including me.  

Law & Gospel: Sometimes, we ignore our own sin and point out the sinfulness of others. Jesus 
came to seek and to save us and all who are lost in sin. 

Scripture Synopsis: Zacchaeus, a wealthy tax collector, anxiously awaits the arrival of Jesus. 
A short man, Zacchaeus climbs a tree to see the Savior. Despite criticism, Jesus invites Himself 
to the tax collector’s home. Motivated by Christ’s compassion, Zacchaeus confesses his sin and 
promises to make things right with all the people he had wronged in his life. 

Supplies Needed: Bible (or on-line version: https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/New-
International-Version-NIV-Bible/) 

   

BIBLE LESSON: 

Introduction: Today, we’re going to hear about a man named Zacchaeus, and we’re 
going to hear that no one is too little for Jesus’ love. Has anyone ever told you, “You’re 
too little to do that?” (Let children answer and explain). In our story, we will hear about 
how Jesus showed Zachhaeus that no one is EVER too little for Jesus to care about 
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them.  

[refer to the attached video for an overview of the Bible story]  

Let’s Talk About It: 

● What did Zacchaeus do so he could see Jesus?  
● What did Jesus do when He saw Zacchaeus?  
● Why was this a big deal? 
● How was Jesus a friend and Savior to Zacchaeus? 
● How can we show that love to one another?  

Key Points To Discuss: 

Guide discussion using these key points. 

● Zacchaeus might have been small in stature, but his sins were large. He was not liked 
by very many people. Even worse, he got rich by cheating his own people, and stealing 
their money. He might have been one of the most hated men in his town.  

● Jesus’ call to faith and forgiveness for Zacchaeus changed him dramatically. His heart 
was changed and Zacchaeus immediately made some big changes to his life.  

● Sometimes, we may feel small or full of sin, like Zacchaeus, but like Zacchaeus, we can 
rejoice in knowing that we are never too small or too sinful for Jesus to love us.  

● Sin separates us from God. Jesus brings us back together 

Singing About Zacchaeus: 

Link the link for a fun song to reinforce the Bible lesson! 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yxe9jO0scgA 

Here are the lyrics (all lyrics are included in the video):  

Zacchaeus was a wee little man 

And a wee little man was he 

He climbed up in a sycamore tree 

For the Lord he wanted to see 

 

And when the Savior passed that way 

He looked up in the tree 

And said, 'Zacchaeus, you come down! 

For I'm going to your house today! 

For I'm going to your house today!' 

 

Zacchaeus was a wee little man 

But a happy man was he 

For he had seen the Lord that day 

And a happy man was he; 

And a very happy man was he 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yxe9jO0scgA


The Tree Activity: 

Supplies needed: White paper, brown construction paper, pencil/marker, green tissue paper 
(or green ink pad [optional], and glue.  

On brown construction paper, trace around each child’s forearm and hand, with fingers spread 
to make a tree trunk and branches. Cut it out and glue it on white paper. Have children add 
leaves by gluing snippets of green tissue paper or making thumbprints using a green ink pad. 

PARENTS: Say: Jesus called Zacchaeus by name to come down from the tree. Jesus 
knows your name too! He knows all of our names because He is our Savior and loves us! 

Name Chain Activity: 

Supplies needed: Different color construction paper (or white paper), pencil/marker, tape/glue. 

Cut strips of construction paper (or white paper). Write “Jesus” on one of the strips. Say the 
following rhyme for each child (or for each person in your family, your child’s friends etc.), 
writing the child’s name on a strip of paper:  

Someone loves [Max]; yes, it’s true. Someone loves [Max]; do you know who?  

Jesus loves [Max]; yes, it’s true. Jesus loves [Max]. Now we know who!  

 

Fold the strips of paper together into a “link” for the chain. Start with Jesus link and link strips 

together to make a chain, making sure the name is on the outside of the chain (so it can be 

seen). Remind children Jesus loves them so much He died and rose for them.  

 

PARENTS: Say: We are all connected through Jesus love! Just like this chain, Jesus hold 

us all together with his kindness and devotion to us!  

Fruit Snack: 

Supplies needed: Any tree fruit you have available (or use other fruits, and talk about how they 
don’t grow on trees, so they wouldn’t have been in the tree that Zacchaeus climbed). 

Serve slices of apples, oranges, or bananas etc. Say, Zacchaeus climbed a tree to see Jesus. 
Trees are good for many things! They give us shade when it is hot. Some trees give us fruit to 
eat! 

PARENTS: Ask: Jesus went over to Zacchaeus’ house for dinner. What kind of food do 
you think Zacchaeus served Jesus? Do you think there was fruit? 

 

Closing: 

PARENTS: Say: Jesus loves sinners like Zacchaeus and like you and like me. Thankfully, 
we don’t have to climb a tree to be with Jesus. Jesus is with us in His Word and has 



promised to be with us wherever we go. 

PRAY TOGETHER: (Parents, you can say the prayer, or break it into phrases and have your 
child repeat after you). 

Dear Jesus,  

Thank You for loving us 

Thank you for saving us 

Thank you for forgiving 

Zacchaeus and me.  

Make us excited like Zacchaeus 

To tell everyone about you! 

In Jesus’ name, 

 Amen! 

 


